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«We share the fruit of the progress with the
GCC countries and the Arab countries via
ACAC (Arab Civil Aviation Commission) as
well as with the region via the ICAO regio-
nal office in Cairo, Egypt. We can only thank
the GCAA Aviation Safety Team who did
their outmost to ensure this achievement
for the country. | would also like to thank
the innovative and ambitious staff of the
GCAA and our civil aviation partners. To-
gether, we are the frontrunner. The GCAA
vision,>A Leading, Safe, Secure and Sus-
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reports

tainable Civil Aviation System> has contri-
buted highly in encouraging the aviation
community and has guaranteed GCAA's
top-ranking.»

He continued: «This ranking is another fac-
tor adding to the competiveness amongst
other local aviation industries in the regio-
nal market but also internationally. We an-
ticipate the ranking will also enhance the
opportunities for local carriers and other
related services in the country in the co-
ming years.
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UAE ranks number
1 globally in aviation safety
standards

The UAE has accomplished an enormous
and unprecedented achievement by ran-
king highest in the world in compliance
with international aviation safety stan-
dards after intensive audit through the
International Civil Aviation Organisation
(ICAO)’s Universal Safety Oversight Audit
Programme. The UAE scored a success rate
of 98.86 per cent, which is the highest rate
in history given by ICAO.

Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid, also Vice
President and Ruler of Dubai, posted on
the social site Twitter that the country had
achieved the world’s highest score in com-
pliance with international aviation safety
standards, according to the International
Civil Aviation Organisations (ICAO).

“Our advanced airports, airworthy planes,
sound legislation [and] skilled staff made
our aviation system the safest in the his-
tory of aviation,” he tweeted.

“We will continue to strive to be the sa-
fest hub for facilitating trade, tourism and
economic exchange among peoples of the
world.”

Later, he posted that the UAE went from
“no roads four decades ago” to now being
the world’s most advanced in aviation
when it comes to safe airlines and flight
routes.

“For our dreams, the sky is the limit ...”
Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed Al Maktoum, Pre-
sident of the Department of Civil Aviation
Authority, Chairman and Chief Executive

of Emirates Airline and Group, welcomed
the significant achievement of the UAE
represented by the General Civil Aviation
Authority (GCAA) of being rated as the top
country in the world in compliance with
international aviation safety standards.
«This global recognition comes as a result
of persistent efforts for many years in or-
der to reach this high position that the
country deserves,» he said.

He added that the aviation sector in the
UAE, with its superb infrastructure and ser-
vices, has become hugely attractive and is
qualified to play a key role in steering the
global aviation industry. He praised the
efforts of the staff of GCAA, and relevant
authorities within the aviation safety sec-
tor, hoping the hard work and achieve-
ments will continue.

Furthermore, Saif Mohammed Al Suwaidi,
GCAA Director General, said: «It is an ho-
nour to obtain such an assessment result
by the ICAO and to accomplish the best
result worldwide. It could not have been
done without the clear vision supported
by a strong will to excel and progress.

He added: «Over the last five years, GCAA
has strived to develop and implement su-
perb aviation infrastructure consisting of
modern regulation framework; state-of-
the-art facilities and innovative techno-
logy; along with efficient manpower capa-
city transforming strategies and plans into
tangible reality.




ACAC

ACAC- CAA of Malaysia Coordination Meeting

On February 5, 2015, in

was held between the

of Malaysia both of the

addressed the way to

margin of the High-Level
Safety Conference (HLSC),
a coordination meeting

delegations of ACAC and
Civil Aviation Authority

conducted by their Direc-
tor General. The meeting

reports

improve the cooperation
level. The Malaysian CAA
expressed his interest to
signing a bilateral MOU
with ACAC as pillar for the
establishment of a joint
training programme which
m will allow to ACAC States
to benefit from scho-
larships, training seats...
etc.

ACAC- ECTL (Eurocontrol) Coordination Meeting

On February 4, 2015, in margin of
the High-Level Safety Conference
(HLSCQ), a coordination meeting
was held between the delegations
of ACAC and Eurocontrol both of
them conducted by their Director
General.

The meeting addressed some
achievement regarding the
ongoing ATFM program, while
Eurocontrol expressed their willin-
gness to support the concerned
States in this way. The meeting

signature of the RS

was informed about the coope-
ration between DANS and ECTL
(wake vortex data, new categori-
zation). The both parties discussed
also different topic regarding the
comprehensive agreement for
tiers parties, the necessary steps
to face to the growth of the traffic
flows East/West overflying over
the Mediterranean States and the
new ECTL Centralized service. The
ECTL was invited to attend the
next ACAC assembly.

OO0 contract

k| 3

OnFebruary 3,2015,inmar-
gin of the High-Level Safety
Conference (HLSC), ACAC,
the signature of the RSOO
study contract between
ACAC and the consultant.
This study is funded by
ACAC, ICAO and Boeing as
first phase in the establish-
ment of an RSOOQ(s) in the

MENA region. The RSOO(s)
shall be very helpful to face
to the disparity identified
in this region regarding
the safety oversight system
and should strengthen the
weak ring in the chain. It
also will serve the harmo-
nization of regulation, pro-
cess in the region.

ACAC- ECAC
Coordination Meeting

On February 3, 2015, in margin of
the High-Level Safety Conference
(HLSC), a coordination meeting was
held between the delegation of
ACAC conducted by the Director Ge-
neral and the ECAC (European Civil
Aviation Conference) led by together
the president and Director General.
The meeting addressed ways of mu-
tual cooperation and the prospects
for improvement. Also the both
parties discussed how to ensure bet-
ter benefit from the ECAC training
programme particularly in the field
of security, safety and environment.
Also ACAC have been kindly invited
to attend the next General Assembly
of the European Conference, which
coincides with the ECAC sixtieth
anniversary celebrations.
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Latest development on
the flight tracking and conflict zone

Member states of the International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAO) recommended the adoption
of a tracking standard for aircraft that requires
them to report their positions at 15-minute inter-
vals. During the 2nd high level safety conference
the organization held at its Montreal headquarters
from February 2 to 5, participants also endorsed a
new conflict zone risk mitigation work program.
Their actions responded to a pair of disasters
last year involving Malaysia Airlines—the disap-
pearance of Flight MH370 over the Indian Ocean
in March and the missile shoot down of MH17
over Ukraine inJuly. The recommended aircraft
tracking standard is performance-based and not
prescriptive, meaning that airlines would be able
to meet it available and planned technologies
and procedures. This new standard is considered
only a first step toward implementation of a more
comprehensive Global Aeronautical Distress and
Safety System (GADSS) the concept developed af-
ter MH370 disappearance. The proposed system is
a three-tiered approach to tracking covering nor-
mal, abnormal and distress conditions.

ICAO will make available the 15-minute standard
for comment by its 191 member states by the

end of February; adoption by the 36-state ICAO
Council is expected as early as this year. At the
same time, the organization is developing require-
ments and implementation “assistance measures”
for abnormal and distress tracking ,as long term
process, tiered tracking system in consultation
with standards organizations RTCA in the U.S. and
Eurocae in Europe. The High Level Safety Confer-
ence endorsed the work program ICAO’s Task For-
ce on Risks to Civil Aviation arising from Conflict
Zones adopted in December. The task force de-
termined that governments and airlines need to
improve how they share information on conflict
zones and develop risk assessments for specific
conflict areas. It proposed an online database to
aggregate theintelligence. This central reposi-
tory will be hosted by ICAO and serve as a single
source for up-to-date risk assessments from states
and relevant international organizations. Impor-
tantly, it would also link all risk assessment data
presented with the state or organization which
provided it, and a suitable legal framework would
be established to ensure that ICAO would not face
liability implications arising from the information
which states and agencies submit.’

ACAC- CAAS (CAA of Singapore) Coordination Meeting

Hisham Bennani
Air Navigation

& Safety

Expert, ACAC

On February 3, 2015, in margin of the High-Le-
vel Safety Conference (HLSC), a coordination
meeting was held between the delegation of
ACAC conducted by the Director General and
Civil Aviation Authority of Singapore (CAAS) led
by the permanent secretary at the ministry of
Transport and the Director General. The meeting
recognized the level of cooperation reached un-

der the memorandum of understanding signed
between the both parties. Also the meeting
discussed the improvement way and addressed
performance based approach to enhance the
benefit from the Singapore Academy program-
me. Otherwise CAAS extended an invitation to
ACAC to join the International Advisory board of
the Singapore Aviation Academy.
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Normal procedure for entering the cockpit
1 A crew member calls the cockpit on an

COCKPIT ACCESS: HOW IT WORKS

Intercom

Door locks by
default when
closed

Door-control
toggle

intercom

2 After making contact, the crew member
presses a key on the keypad, which sets off
a buzzer inside the cockpit

3 The pilot switches the door-control toggle
from "NORM” to "UNLOCK”

4 A green light on the keypad indicates
that the door is unlocked

5 The crew member can enter the cockpit

If a crew member believes the pilot

is incapacitated

1 If normal procedure gets no response, the
crew member enters an emergency code into
the keypad, triggering a 30-second timer. All
crew members know the emergency code

the cockpit, the door unlocks for five seconds

2 After 30 seconds, if there is no response from

3 The emergency code will not work if the
pilot's toggle is set to “LOCK"

If the pilot wants to keep others out
of the cockpit

1 A cockpit occupant can prevent anyone
from entering by moving the door toggle to
the “LOCK" position

2 The "LOCK" position disables emergency
access for five minutes at a time

3 Indian and US regulations mandate that a
flight attendant must sit in the cockpit when
either pilot steps into the passenger area.
Europe does not have a two-person rule
Based on information from The New York Times which

sowrced a part of the data from a video by Airbus, the
manufaciurer of the AS20 that crashed

Problems posed by the German crash

German authorities said that they had found torn-
up sick notes showing that the pilot who crashed
a plane into the French Alps was suffering from an ill-
ness that should have grounded him on the day of the
tragedy.

French prosecutors believe Andreas Lubitz, 27, locked
himself alone in the cockpit of the Germanwings Airbus
A320 and deliberately steered it into a mountain, kil-
ling all 150 people on board. <Documents with medical
contents were confiscated that point towards an exis-
ting illness and corresponding treatment by doctors,»
said the prosecutors> office in Duesseldorf, where the
co-pilot lived and where the doomed flight from Barce-
lona was heading. Torn-up doctors> notes found in his
home would have excused Lubitz from work for medical
reasons, for a period that included the day of the crash.
That supported the view that Lubitz had «hidden his
iliness from his employer and his colleagues», the pro-
secutors said. They found no suicide note or confession,
«nor was there any evidence of a political or religious
background to what happened», they added.

In France, authorities said they had recovered between
400 and 600 body parts strewn across the Alpine crash
site. No bodies were found intact.

Lubitz>s mental health - and what Germanwings and
parent company Lufthansa knew about it - could be-
come central questions in any future legal case over the
crash. Under German law, employees are required to
inform their employers immediately if they are unable
to work.

A hospital in Duesseldorf said Lubitz had visited to re-
ceive a diagnosis as recently as March 10. It said media
reports that he was treated there for depression were
inaccurate.

Reports in the German media suggested Lubitz had suf-
fered from depression in the past, and that Lufthansa
would have been aware of at least some of that history.
Lufthansa and German prosecutors declined to com-
ment on the report.

Within hours after French prosecutors disclosed their
theory that the crash was deliberate, several airlines
changed their rules to require two crew members in the
cockpit at all times, a measure already mandatory in In-
dia and the US but not in Europe.

Brussels announced it would recommend that rule
change to all EU airlines. Such a recommendation can
be implemented faster than changing European regu-
lations.
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policy and supply driven airport infrastructure ca-
pacity. The airport has sufficient capacity planned
to handle up to 100 million passengers per annum.
Itis an eco-friendly airport and handles A380 ope-
rations.

klia2 is a new terminal at the Kuala Lumpur Inter-
national Airport designed to meet the continued
demands of low-cost carriers. klia2 was commis-
sioned on 2nd May 2014 and it is the world’s lar-
gest purpose built terminal for low-cost carriers.
Built at a cost of USD1.3 billion, the new 45 million
passengers per annum terminal boosts superior
facilities and provides enhanced passenger conve-
nience.

Skilled Aviation Personnel

An important contribution of Malaysia to the inter-
national civil aviation is human resource develop-
ment. Building on Malaysia’s development expe-
rience and wishing to contribute to the continued
availability of skilled aviation personnel, Malaysia
has extended assistance to other nations via the
Malaysian Technical Cooperation Programme or
MTCP to meet the training needs of global aviati-
on. To date, a total of 368 aviation personnel from
63 countries have been trained under MTCP.

Malaysia is keen to expand its training program-
mes in aviation with the aim of promoting a coo-
perative and collaborative environment with re-
gional organisations and ICAO in addressing the
challenge of continued availability of skilled avia-
tion personnel.

Commitment To Safety And Security
Malaysia is committed to continuous safety and
security enhancements in line with ICAO’s Strate-
gic Objectives. Malaysian aviation authorities are
committed to an oversight system with the highest
standards of safety and security and work closely
with all stakeholders in compliance to ICAO Stan-
dards and Recommended Practices.

Malaysia’s accomplishments in safety and security
audits under the Universal Safety Oversight Audit
Programme in 2005 and the Universal Security
Audit Programme in 2011 demonstrated the ef-
fectiveness of Malaysia’s national aviation safety
and security oversight system and programme. A
comprehensive legal framework, modern equip-
ment, trained personnel and new programmes are
elements that contribute to Malaysia’s track record
on safety and security.

Gearing For The Future

Aviation is the primary factor for Malaysia's glo-
balised export oriented and tourism dependent
economy. Malaysia has reaped the benefits from
aviation with long term strategies, a clear aviation
policy, new services, strategic development ob-
jectives, compliance to ICAQO’s Standards and Re-
commended Practices, international collaboration
and renewed focus on growth areas. With a vibrant
aviation sector and sustainable growth, the nation
is committed to continuously strengthening the
aviation industry and aspires to be a leading avia-
tion nation in the Asia Pacific
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alaysia has emerged as a vital hub in the Asia

Pacific Region due to the clear aviation policy
and advantage of strong economic fundamentals.
Malaysian aviation authorities are committed to
safety, security and environmental protection as
well as sustainable development of air transport.
With a comprehensive policy covering all key as-
pects of aviation, Malaysia aspires to be a leading
aviation nation in the Asia Pacific Region.

Liberal Aviation Regime

Liberalisation is essential for air transport growth
and sustainability of global aviation. Malaysia has
promoted a progressive liberal aviation policy as
part of efforts to develop the air transport system,
generate economic growth, increase competitive-
ness and promote global integration.

Open-skies agreements, greater competition, bu-
siness friendly measures, enhanced connectivity,
increased air transport availability and efficiency
as well as continuous transformation are charac-
teristics of Malaysia’s progressive liberal aviation.
Existing policies will be continuously fine-tuned
and new strategies formulated as part of efforts to
promote further liberalization and sustainable air
transport.

Malaysia’s signing and ratification of ASEAN open-
skies agreements enable designated carriers to
operate third, fourth and fifth freedom traffic ri-
ghts between any cities of ASEAN with unlimited
frequencies and aircraft type.

Malaysia's national carrier, Malaysia Airlines cur-
rently flies to 54 destinations across six continents
due largely to Malaysia’s liberal aviation regime. Its
entry into the One World alliance will further ex-
pand Malaysia’s route network, enhance connecti-

article

vity as well as enable diversification beyond tradi-
tional markets.

Low-Cost Carrier

A series of deregulation have transformed global
aviation. This transformation has created a more
competitive environment and led to the emergen-
ce of low-cost carrier. The low-cost carrier model
continues to evolve into a more dynamic and com-
petitive marketplace.

The growth of the airline industry has been attri-
buted to the emergence of low-cost carrier. Low-
cost carrier have created new demand, opened
new hubs and accessed secondary markets. Its
operation has made air travel more affordable and
accessible with competitive fares.

Malaysia has contributed significantly to the low-
cost carrier segment in the Asia Pacific Region. Ma-
laysia’s AirAsia is Asia’s first and largest low-cost
carrier which has become testimony that the low-
cost airline model works in Asia. To expand the
low-cost carrier market, AirAsia has joint ventures
in Thailand, Indonesia, the Philippines and Japan.

Airport Network

Malaysia has an active investment policy for air-
ports with a well-developed and extensive airport
network. Airport infrastructure is important as air
transport plays a major role in Malaysia’s economic
activities and national competitiveness.

Currently, Malaysia has 6 international airports
and 16 domestic airports which contribute much
to the economic development as well as rapid
growth in passenger volume and cargo. Malaysia’s
main gateway, the Kuala Lumpur International
Airport or KLIA, is a testimony of active investment
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Border Controls reflects the success
of one such initiative. ECAC's prio-
rity remains to promote the unders-
tanding of issues such as Passenger
Name Record and Advance Passen-
ger Information, to develop best
practices for the implementation of
measures for the handling of pas-
sengers with reduced mobility, and
to review developments in the field
of cargo, in particular customs re-
quirements and their synergies with
those of security.

Implementing an ECAC
Training Policy

ECAC’s Training Policy, established
in 2010, gave a new emphasis to the
organisation’s role in ensuring that
training is given its proper priority
in the continued drive for safe, se-
cure and green air transport in Eu-
rope. The training policy promotes
education and training as keys to
the delivery of satisfactory safety
and security standards, while also
recognising the need to anticipate

future training needs, to promote
the mutual recognition of compe-
tencies, and to support the mobility
of people working in aviation within
Europe.

Economics of air transport

ECAC has throughout its history
played a key role in developing and
promulgating policies adapted to
the requirements of the European
air transport industry. It does so in
all economic fields and usually in
close cooperation with the European
Commission. The regular ECAC/EU
Dialogues have proved very succes-
sful and useful in promoting close
ties with the air transport industry
and debating issues of common in-
terest.

Fuller information about the orga-
nisation’s background and mission,
its Member States, its publications,
conferences and workshops, its ca-
lendar of events, and much more,
can be found on the ECAC Web site

(www.ecac-ceac.org).

*Albania (1998), Armenia (1996),
Austria (1955), Azerbaijan (2002),
Belgium (1955), Bosnia and
Herzegovina (2002), Bulgaria
(1991), Croatia (1992), Cyprus
(1969), Czech Republic (1991),
Denmark (1955), Estonia (1995),
Finland (1955), France (1955),
Georgia (2005), Germany (1955),
Greece (1955), Hungary (1990),
Iceland (1955), Ireland (1955),
Italy (1955), Latvia (1993), Lithua-
nia (1992), Luxembourg (1955),
Malta (1979), Moldova (1996),
Monaco (1989), Montenegro
(2008), Netherlands (1955),
Norway (1955), Poland (1990),
Portugal (1955), Romania (1991),
San Marino (2008), Serbia (2002),
Slovakia (1991), Slovenia (1992),
Spain (1955), Sweden (1955),
Switzerland (1955), The former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
(1997), Turkey (1955), Ukraine
(1999), and the United Kingdom
(1955).
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In addition to co-ordinating and helping define the
safety policy positions for which Europe argues inter-
nationally, ECAC pursues benchmarking and other
safety enhancement initiatives within Europe, where
it also seeks to serve as a “bridge” between those of
its Member States which are not also part of the Eu-
ropean Union, and the programmes and activities at
the EU level led by the European Commission and
the European Aviation Safety Agency.

Protecting the environment

Facilitating the growth of air transport whilst having
full regard for its environmental impact is a conti-
nuing priority for ECAC, which strongly supports
Europe’s leading role in the field while also pursuing
global solutions under the auspices of ICAO. Working
across the full domain of aircraft noise, local air quali-
ty and climate change emissions, ECAC has been en-
gaged with aviation environmental issues for many
years now, providing advice and recommendations
to its Directors General and co-ordinating the deve-
lopment of European positions. Its expert group on
the “Abatement of Nuisances Caused by Air Trans-
port”was established as long ago as 1974, and today
brings together representatives drawn from ECAC's
forty-four States, aircraft manufacturers and opera-
tors, airports and NGOs.

Mitigating today’s and

tomorrow’s threats to aviation

Security is one of the three strategic priorities for
ECAC. Recognising the importance of harmonising
measures at a pan-European level, all ECAC Member
States are committed to implementing the security
measures defined in their regional security reference
document, entitled Doc 30. These measures address
existing threats to aviation, but also new and emer-
ging ones such as cyber threats. Support for their
implementation is provided to Member States by the
ECAC Audit and Assistance Programme, which offers
help across a wide range of activities from the esta-
blishment of national programmes to the conduct
of vulnerability assessments. Priority is also given to
providing Member States with reliable information
on the detection capability of security equipment,
by means of the ECAC Common Evaluation Pro-
cess, which verifies equipment performance against
agreed performance standards.

Facilitating passenger travel

and cargo movements

ECAC Member States pursue on a continuing ba-
sis improvements to the passenger experience by
developing processes facilitating their travel. The
increasing number of countries using Automated
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tion, in a number of working groups and task forces.
These are serviced by a small Secretariat in whose
hands there rests the day-to-day running of ECAC.
Led by the organisation’s Executive Secretary, the Se-
cretariat comprises a multi-national team of experts
with wide experience in all aspects of civil aviation.
ECAC is today a forum for European discussion of
every major civil aviation topic, able to draw on its
long-established expertise and working in close par-
tnership as appropriate with other major aviation
playersin Europe, notably the European Commission,
the European Aviation Safety Agency and EUROCON-
TROL. ECACalso liaises closely with aviation industry
stakeholders and consumer interests, while on issues
being led elsewhere ECAC's wide geographical reach
means it is perfectly positioned to bring a pan-Euro-
pean, integrated perspective to the debate.

ECAC conducts its business through a variety of wor-
king groups, task forces etc, and by organising works-
hops, seminars, and training courses, including with
its international partners outside Europe. It hasalso a
well-established reputation for the excellence of the
international conferences, symposia and seminars

which it organises at regular intervals on a range of
issues of interest to European aviation authorities
and industry stakeholders, and it brings Europe’s Di-
rectors General together each year for a day’s debate
in the <ECAC Forum» on an issue of strategic impor-
tance for European and global civil aviation.

The selection of issues for inclusion in the organisa-
tion’s very substantial work programme takes into
account the importance and interest of the subject
toalarge number of Member States, or to other Euro-
pean organisations, and the possibility of an accepta-
ble solution to the problems involved. Cooperationin
particular with the European Commission and ICAQ,
and the possibility of making an effective contribu-
tion to their work are also considered.

Activities

Ensuring the highest standards of safety

Safety is a strategic priority for ECAC, which is a key
contributor to global regulatory and other activity
in the field, most notably at ICAO but also in its rela-
tions with sister organisations and bilateral partners.
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vis

Salvatore Sciacchitano
Executive Secretary
of ECAC

The European Civil Aviation
Conference

(ECAC) - The Voice of
Pan-European Civil Aviation

he history of European Civil Avia-

tion is a long and rich one. Since
its creation in 1955, jointly initiated
by the Council of Europe and the
International Civil Aviation Organi-
zation (ICAQ), the European Confer-
ence of Civil Aviation (ECAC) has had
a decisive and continuing influence
on the evolution of civil aviation po-
licy, within Europe and also at the
global level. ECAC will celebrate its
60th anniversary during its Triennial
Session on 30 June and 1 July 2015,
a time to reflect on its achievements
and to consider emerging challenges
of a rapidly evolving interdependent
and interconnected world, with the
added confidence that increased mu-
tual cooperation and support brings.
ECAC's successes have largely been the
result of enhanced regional and global
cooperation. Given the important acti-
vity of air traffic between Europe and
the Arab world and the speed of its
development, a key partnership has
been developed with ACAC through
a Memorandum of Agreement signed
nearly 15 years ago, on 16 May 2000.
The two fellow regional organisa-
tions are now sharing experience and
knowledge through their second work
programme (2012-2015) focusing on
safety, security and the environment,
priorities that are also at the heart of
the ECAC strategy.
Based in Paris, ECAC was established to
promote the continued development
of a safe, secure, efficient and sustai-

nable European air transport system.
It seeks to harmonise civil aviation po-
licies and practices amongst its Mem-
ber States, and to promote understan-
ding on policy matters between its
Member States and other regions of
the world.

With its membership of 44 States
across the continent®, ECAC provides
a unique forum for the development
and co-ordination of pan-European
responses to the opportunities and
challenges that present themselves
to civil aviation today. It is especially
active in its strategic priority areas of
safety, security and the environment,
but also undertakes much valuable
work on accident investigation, facili-
tation, training and economic issues.
ECAC’s three-year forward work pro-
gramme and supporting budget are
set at a Triennial Session. This is held
in Strasbourg, reflecting the Council of
Europe’s role as one of ECAC’s original
parents. The Triennial Session also ap-
points the ECAC President, currently
Ms Ingrid Cherfils who is presently
Director General of Civil Aviation for
Sweden, three Vice-Presidents, and
the members of its Co-ordinating
Committee which oversees ECAC's ac-
tivities between the Triennial Sessions.
The Committee, eleven strong, choo-
ses from amongst its number the Di-
rectors General who will serve as ECAC
‘Focal Points’ for different policy fields
of the organisation’s work. Work goes
forward, under the Focal Points’ direc-
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Founded as a non-profit organiza-
tion in 2005, IFFAAD is incorporated
under the Canada Corporation Act
as a ‘not-for-profit’ entity. IFFAAD
has its seat in Montreal, the world
capital of aviation and host city of
the International Civil Aviation Or-
ganization (ICAO), the International
Air Transport Association (IATA) and
the Airports Council International
(ACI).

he initiative for the Foundation origi-

nated from Dr. Sanat Kaul, the then
Representative of India to the Council of
ICAO who became the first Chairman and
is currently heading the India Chapter in
New Delhi. IFFAAD is facilitating the esta-
blishment of Branches in other regions of
the world especially in Europe, Africa and
Middle East.
IFFAAD has more than 200 active mem-
bers of leading professionals from the
aviation, space and development sectors
in different regions of the world.
IFFAAD is proud to have Dr. Assad Kotaite
former President of the ICAO Council as
its Governor Emeritus. The late Dr Charles
Bédard a former Representative of Cana-
da on the Council of ICAO was IFFAAD co-
founder and first Chairman. The current
Chairman of IFFAAD is Mohamed Elamiri,
former Representative of Morocco on the
Council of ICAO and former senior mana-
ger at ICAO for more than 16 years as Di-
rector of the Air Transport Bureau, Chief
of the Safety and Security Audit Branch
and Deputy Director in charge of Safety
Monitoring and Safety Management.
IFFAAD Mission is to be a focal point (in-
dependent think-tank) for the exchange
of ideas and promotion of public interest
in aviation and development worldwide.
In particular it wishes to encourage coo-
peration between various interested sec-
tors, such as aerospace, tourism, industry,

commerce and social development and
to foster a constructive dialogue amongst
policy makers (governments, industries,
international and regional organizations),
universities, professionals, students and
individuals.

As a‘think tank; IFFAAD aims to cooperate
with ICAOQ, IATA, ACIl, CANSO, the airspace
industry and other aviation stakeholders
in analyzing and discussing critical avia-
tion related issues. IFFAAD is also seeking
partnership with other similar organiza-
tions to lobby for the improvement of
travel conditions and promotion of air
transport liberalization for the benefit of
air passengers.

IFFAAD’s mission focus is to assist in pro-
viding innovative solutions for the chal-
lenges triggered by:

The global significant growth of the avia-
tion sector, and its impact on develop-
ment and protection of the environment;
«The shortage of aviation professionals,
which may hinder the development of air
transport. IFFAD will therefore support
the ICAO programme on Next Genera-
tion of Aviation Professionals;

-Thelack of an air passenger’s voice. IFFAD
will analyze the impact of global, regional
and national policies on air passengers
and facilitate the promotion of air pas-
senger’s views at global and regional air
transport events. The objective of IFFAAD
is to facilitate the establishment of a glo-
bal entity to represent and lobby for the
rights and protection of air passengers.
IFFAAD is planning the organization in
late 2015 of a Conference on “Air passen-
gerrights and seamless travel”. The Confe-
rence will be an excellent opportunity to
launch a global voice for air passengers
to achieve the objective above.

More information on the IFFAAD acti-
vities and registration at its events are
available on its website: www.iffaad.org

International Foundation for

Mohamed
Elamiri

Chairman
of (IFFAAD)
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Automation Vs Manual flying
and safety risks

he FAA recently pu-

blished study tip defi-
ciencies in crews training
on manual flight opera-
tion. The flight automation
management, as essential
as it is, would cause a loss
of confidence in the crew’s
abilities to manage crisis si-
tuations.
Crews become too depen-
dent on board electronic
devices?
Some recent accidents
confirm this assumption,
where moving in a similar
Scenario: «autopilot stop-
ped working, the loss of
control of the airplane, and
the crash»
Today pilot is more likely to
manage the flight phases
than flying manually. With
the exception to some pe-
riod of takeoff and landing

requiring manual opera-
tion, the crew manages the
flight using the electronics
devices (FMS).

And asindicated by the FAA
study, titled «operational
use of the flight path mana-
gement systems» through
which worldwide incident
and accident reports from
1996 to 2009 were exami-
ned and compared to Line
Operations Safety Audit
(LOSA) data from more
than 9,000 flights worldwi-
de, the pilots today are not
receiving adequate trai-
ning and skills for manual
flight operations causing
the loss of confidence in his
abilities to practice the ma-
nual operation. The study
also noted that the fields of
knowledge of crews have
considerably increased in
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40 years, at the expense of
manual flight operations.

If we go back to the ICAO
statistics, we find that near-
ly 32% of fatalities resul-
ting from accidents during
the period 2000-2012 are
caused by «loss of control
(LOC) “ and constitutes
the main factor of aviation
fatalities more than tech-
nical failures and Runway
safety and Turbulence
conditions. Reference here
to the number of air disas-
ters that could be classified
in the LOC, crash of Air
France flight AF447 Rio-Pa-
ris in June 2009, and crash
of the Caribbean Airlines
flight ATR72 in November
2010.

To reduce the categories
of fatal accidents, the FAA
has issued a set of recom-
mendations some of them
are reflected bellow: pu-
blication of a Pilot Trai-
ning Rule and a Pilot Cer-
tification and Qualification
Rule that require balanced
automation management
and manual flying skills
training and checking for
all air carrier pilots, review
as necessary guidance to
improve instructor and
evaluator performance
management mechanism,
changes the Part 25 of the
regulations  establishing
standards for the design of
autopilots, autothrottles /
autothrust systems and fli-
ght directors by alerting
flight crews of the system
changes as well as human
centered design processes.
And Standardize PBN pro-
cedure design and imple-
mentation processes.

Hisham Bennani
Air Navigation

& Safety

Expert, ACAC
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Royal Air Maroc reports strong
performance in 2014

Royal Air Maroc (RAM) ended 2014 with
a traffic increase of 6% compared to
2013.1n 2014, RAM carried more than 6
million passengers on board 67,100 fli-
ghts. Nearly 5.4 million passengers were
carried on RAM international flights du-
ring 2014. Traffic increase was achieved
despite the difficult and highly compe-
titive environment. Total seats offered

by airlines operating to and from the
Moroccan market grew by 10% in 2014,
while air passenger traffic witnessed a
6.7% growth in 2014 compared to 2013.
Furthermore RAM expanded its fleet by
acquiring 4 Embraer E-190s and a B787-8
Dreamliner. Currently, RAM has a fleet

of 52 aircraft. RAM currently serves 87
destinations in 48 countries.

Saudia passenger traffic rises by 10.49% in 2014

Saudia transported 27.88 million
passengers in 2014, registering

a 10.49% increase compared to
2013, said H.E. Eng. Saleh Bin
Nasser Al-Jasser, Director General

of Saudia. He added that the air-
line carried 15.7 million passen-
gers on the domestic sector, an
increase of 6.71% when compa-
red with 2013 figures.
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news

Qatar Airways’
second A350 XWB
commences services
to Frankfurt

Qatar Airways welcomed
the second A350 XWB
aircraft into its fleet as

it commenced flights

to Frankfurt on 7 March
2015.The airline is

now flying to Frankfurt
double-daily exclusively
with the A350 XWB. The
aircraft is comprised of a
two-class configuration
with 36 Business Class
seats in a 1-2-1 confi-
guration. The Economy
Class, meanwhile, is
comprised of 247 seats
at 18-inches wide in a
3-3-3 configuration.

Trafficon
longer-haul Mideast
routes surge

Traffic on the longer-haul
routes from the Middle
East to the Far East and
Europe surged 9.3 per
centand 7.5 per cent

in 2014, leading to the
growth of international
RPKs (revenue per kilome-
ter) at a much faster rate
than passenger numbers,
a report said.The growth
in premium travel on
these markets was also
very strong (8.1 per cent
and 10.1 per cent, respec-
tively), which is a good
sign for yields on these
routes, added the 2014
Traffic Monitor published
by the International Air
Transport Association
(lata).Major economies in
the Middle East.
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Jordan'’s passenger numbers
top 7min 2014

.

ueen Alia Inter-
Qnational Airport
(QAIA) in Amman,
Jordan, said it achieved
a major milestone in
2014 by surpassing the
seven million passen-
ger traffic benchmark
with a nine per cent
year-to-date (YTD)
growth over the pre-
vious year. The airport
had welcomed a total of
7,089,008 passengers
in 2014. Announcing
the solid performance,
QAIA said since the
beginning of 2014 and
up until December, the
year-to-date aircraft
movements rose by
7.6 per cent to reach a
total of 73,125. These
annual traffic figures

are the culmination of
12 months of robust
growth experienced

at the Jordan airport

in terms of passenger
traffic and aircraft
movements. The airport
will continue to work
towards further enhan-
cing passenger capacity
and service levels and
helping QAIA reach its
full potential. «<We par-
ticularly look forward to
the completion of the
second QAIA expansion
phase that is currently
underway, as it will ena-
ble Jordan’s prime ga-
teway to further boost
its annual traffic capa-
city to 12 million after
2016, and to 16 million
by 2032,» he added.

LASER ILLUMINATION
& FLIGHT SAFETY

he hazard posed by laser

attacks against civil aircraft,
specifically the deliberate tar-
geting of flight crew with laser
illumination to disrupt the safe
operation of the aircraft, is a
matter of increasing concern.
Available data indicate that the
frequency of laser attacks on civil
aircraft has risen significantly.
Laser attacks targeting flight
crews can result in distraction,
disruption, disorientation and,
in extreme cases, incapacitation,
adversely affecting the ability of
the flight crew to carry out their
responsibilities, especially during
take-off and landing. Therefore,
directing laser illumination at
an aircraft may be construed as
intentional interference with a
flight crew member’s on-board
duties.
In consideration of the increasing
rate of laser attacks globally and
their potentially catastrophic
consequences, the States are
required to highlight this issue
as a hazard to civil aviation, and
to ensure the general public is
fully aware of the seriousness
and possible consequences of
these attacks. Also the States are
strongly encouraged to enforce
all relevant laws and to apply
penalties against perpetrators
in accordance with applicable
legislation. Should current legis-
lation not cover laser attacks, it
would be essential and urgent to
consider including legal provi-
sions to address the issue of laser
attacks against civil aircraft, and
to penalize such attacks.
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Emirates takes off to 10 new A380
destinations in 2014

mirates marked a record
launch of 10 new A380 rou-
tesin 2014.
The Emirates A380 celebrated
New Year’s by taking off to Zu-
rich. It then launched flights to
Barcelona in February, marking

service. The A380 then jetted
into London Gatwick in March,
followed by Kuwait in mid-July,
marking the world’s shortest
scheduled A380 service. A week
later, Emirates introduced the
A380 on its Mumbai route.
Emirates flew its A380 into Fran-

kfurt for the first time in Sep-
tember and Dallas became the
Emirates A380’s next port of call
in October. In December, Emi-
rates launched three new A380
routes in just three days — Milan
and San Francisco, followed by
Houston.

Spain’s first permanent A380

Etihad Airways reports strong performance in 2014

tihad Airways carried a record number of passen-

gers and cargo in 2014.
Almost 14.8 million passengers flew with Etihad
Airways in 2014, an increase of 23% over 2013 levels.
In total, Etihad Airways carried more than 74% of the
19.9 million passengers who travelled through Abu
Dhabi International Airport in 2014. With the addition
of the airline’s equity partners that operate flights into
the UAE capital, the combined total rises to a signifi-
cant 82% of passenger traffic at Abu Dhabi Internatio-
nal Airport. Etihad Airways introduced 10 additional
destinations to its global route network in 2014. In
addition, frequencies were increased on 23 existing
routes across the world in 2014.
The airline also expanded its codeshare and equity
partnerships in 2014. These partnerships delivered
over 3.5 million passengers onto Etihad Airways flights,
an increase of 40% over the 2.5 million passengers in
2013.
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Air Arabia 2014 full year net profit climbs 30%

ir Arabia announced its financial
Aresults for the full year ending 31
December 2014, reflecting another
year of continued growth and high le-
vels of profitability.
Air Arabia reported a record net profit
for the full year ending December 31,
2014 of USD 154.09 million, up 30%
compared to USD 118.43 million for
the same period in 2013. The airline’s
turnover for the full year 2014 reached
USD 1.01 billion, an increase of 17% on
2013, driven by increased passenger
numbers. Air Arabia carried over 6.8
million passengers in 2014, 12% more
than 2013.The average seat load factor
- or passengers carried as a percenta-
ge of available seats - for the same pe-
riod stood at 81%. These results were
announced following a meeting of the
Board of Directors of Air Arabia, who
have proposed a dividend distribution
of 9% of capital, which is equivalent

ALY aran;
\ .l.ll.\?

to 2.45 cents per share. This proposal
is subject to ratification by the share-
holders of Air Arabia at the company’s
upcoming Annual General Meeting.

Air Arabia’s net profit for the fourth
quarter, stood at USD 18.51 million, a
drop of 28% compared to USD 25.59
million for the same periodin 2013.The
drop in the fourth quarter 2014 was
mainly due to a temporary downward

correction in the fuel hedge portfolio,
which will regain its benefits going
forward. The airline’s turnover for the
last quarter of 2014 was USD 251.56
million, an increase of 14% compared
to USD 220.79 million reported for the
same period in 2013. Passenger traffic
forthe fourth quarter 2014 reached 1.7
million, an increase of 8% compared to
the same quarter of 2013.

Egypt Air first in Africa granted green light to apply “Fast Travel” programme

Egypt Air has become the first airli-
nes in Africa to be granted the green
light for the application of the “Fast
Travel” programme, accredited by the
International Air Transport Association
(IATA).The “Fast Travel” programme
allows passengers to perform their
travel arrangements via self-service
channels, such as the internet, kiosks,
smart phones or automated check
in.Arrangements involve six areas,

which are; “check in, bags ready to go,
document check, flight rebooking,
self-boarding and fast recovery”At
least four of the prior mentioned areas
must be covered by airlines in order
to facilitate the travel procedures and
help customers in saving time and ef-
fort.Egypt Air head Hesham Al-Nahas
said that the company was and will
be keen to provide more services that
would make their customers'travel ex-

perience more comfortable and easy.
He noted thatacquiring the green light
for the application of the “Fast Travel”
programme is proof of the company’s
commitment and speed in implemen-
ting the most up-to-date services in
the area of travel and air transport, sta-
te-run news agency MENA reported.
According to MENA, Egypt Air station
manager Adel Helal indicated that rea-
ching the green light for applying the
programme requires 20% of Egypt Air
passengers to use travel self-services,
which the company achieved.The“Fast
Travel” programme reduces costs and
helps in saving an annual amount of $
2.1bn for the airlines industry world-
wide.198 airlines and airport partners
were proven to be “Fast Travel” com-
pliant, marking 15.29% of global pas-
sengers by the end of 2013, while the
programme aims to reach 50% of glo-
bal passengers by 2016, and increase
this rate to reach 80% by 2020.

6 issue23/Mars 2015

‘ PAGE NEWS 02.indd 6

ARAB AVIATION

11/05/15 14:00:41 ‘



The foundations of
the advancement of civil
aviation system

he nature of civil aviation sector is globalized

and has a globally free geography. It would also
enable us to represent it by a chain where each
country forms a ring of such chain. To individually
strengthen such rings in providing the required
support. Therefore, we are all jointly responsible
for contributing / cooperation / coordination and
exchange of information and expertise to help less
fortunate countries in order to fulfill international
requirements of civil aviation.
Our objective is to discuss the most serious chal-
lenges facing such a vital sector and investigate the
best ways and means of enhancing cooperation
and efforts that could promote the air transport in
our region while considering the recent develop-
ment in the matter of climate change, consumer
protection, liberalization and fair competition.
There is no doubt that we are witnessing many
challenges facing civil aviation sector, which we
think it represents a real threat to its safety and
security.

<According to expectations, number of passengers
will increase which will lead to a growth of air traf-
fic in Middle East and North Africa region.

Aware of Arab airspace Escalating growth ,ACAC
have published the airspace study which provide
clear view on the CNS/ATM infrastructure and the
demand/capacity situation to maximize the capa-
city of their airspaces and minimize the conges-
tions affecting air movement that could some-
times extend to airspace of their neighbouring
countries.

the result of that is reducing the distance flown
which in turn affecting the flight time and redu-
cing the amount of fuel consumption that leads
to low emission (saving environment) and affects

Mohamed Ibrahim Sherif

Director General Arab Civil
Aviation Commission(ACAC)

Ol — |

ticket fairs which make Air transport Accessible to
different segments of society.

+ACAC works hard for the Liberalization policies by
setting seminars / conferences and researches are
conducted to encourage such policy. Therefore
ACAC concentrate its future efforts to accelerate
the market access activation, / fair competition
and consumer protection in accordance with the
ICAO guidelines.

+ACAC follow and monitor ,the results of the Uni-
versal Safety Oversight Audit Programme (USOAP)
indicate that several Contracting States have not
yet been able to establish a satisfactory national
safety oversight system, assuming also that not
all Contracting States have the requisite human,
technical and financial resources to adequately
perform safety oversight, recognizing that there is
important Gap between member states according
to USOAP/CMA audit result,

As a result ACAC soon launch study to establish
the Regional Safety oversight Organization inclu-
ding well-defined legal, organizational, and finan-
cial frameworks

+As Environmental protection is a sensitive and im-
portant issue, especially when we consider the fact
that some countries, Regional blocs and alliances are
trying to take unilateral measures beyond the um-
brella of international civil aviation organization The
reduction of emissions becomes the main topic in
the ICAO general assemblies. The next ICAO general
assembly (39), is required to present a concrete po-
sitions for this purpose, ACAC follows closely the de-
velopments related to this topic and urge States not
to wait until assembly 39 to start defending their in-
terests.

Finally ACAC as a technical organization under the
umbrella of Arab league is working for enhancing ties
between Arab nations through coordination and coo-
peration with all other states and other similar regio-
nal organizations with the aim of safe and secure Air
transport accessible for different segments of society
and encouraging the Sustainable Development.
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DG.ACAC | Engineer Mohamed Ibrahim Sherif

HISTORY

ACAC was established in June 1996 (organization
of the Arab League) as a regional organization for
coordination and cooperation among Arab coun-
tries and with other parts of the world in the field
of civil aviation. The Treaty establishing the Com-
mission has been signed by Arab countries and
has till now been ratified by the legislative and
executive bodies of 18 Arab countries, The other
Arab countries are in the process of ratifying the
Treaty.

OBJECTIVES

To enhance cooperation and coordination among
Arab countries in the field of civil aviation.

- To set a general plan for developing civil avia-
tion in Arab countries and ensuring its safety.

- To develop Arab civil aviation in order to meet
the needs of Arab countries for a safe, secure and
regular air transport.

ACTIVITIES

To coordinate and unify the views of ACAC mem-
ber-states in the field of civil aviation.

To promote understanding on policy matters
among ACAC member-states and with other parts
of the world.

To encourage and support integration among
Arab air carriers.

To encourage and support the sector of aviation
worldwide and to enhance its use by ACAC mem-
ber-states.

To encourage the use of standard rules, specifica-
tions and methods of work recommended by the
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO).
To support arrangements among member-states
for the implementation of the regional plans re-
commended by ICAO with regard to the use of
CNS/ATM.

To develop relations of cooperation with the inter-
national and regional organizations that deal with
civil aviation.

To monitor technological changes in the aviation
industry and to evaluate the necessary actions
to be taken by ACAC members to meet the chal-
lenge.

To undertake research and studies in economic,
legal, technical and safety matters related to the
work of the member-states in the area of civil avia-
tion.

To encourage coordination and harmonization of
procedures, rules and regulations of civil aviation
among member-countries.

To facilitate the exchange of information on safety
matters and to enhance the awareness of air sa-
fety among members-states.

To coordinate training programs and to encou-
rage development of training centers in order to
meet present and future needs of people working
in civil aviation.

To study and evaluate, on request of one or more
member-states, any situation that might hinder
the development of air transport, air navigation
or air safety in the Arab countries.

The Executive Council:
composed of nine members elected
by the General Assembly

Yemen

Jordani
United Arab Emirates
Bahrain
Tunisia
Saudi Arabia

Egypt

Organizational

the organizational structure of ACAC consists of :
the general Assembly : composed by presidents or
general directors of civil aviation authorities of the
member states and meets once every two years;
it elaborates the program and the budget of the
ACAC.

The Executive Council: composed of nine mem-
bers elected by the General Assembly for a term
of two years from among the presidents and ge-
neral directors of civil aviation authorities. It meets
twice a year

To discuss issues facing the civil aviation sector in
Arab countries; and identify appropriate actions;
such as to promote the development of civil avia-
tion. It proposes to the General Assembly the pro-
gram and the budget of ACAC and implements
the decisions of the General Assembly.

General directorate: it is the governing body of the
ACAC. Itis headed by a general director elected by
the General Assembly for a four-year term; with
the possibility of re-election once time.

The General Director is responsible for implemen-
ting the recommendations and decisions of the
General Assembly and the Executive Council; and
prepares projects

And activities of the ACAC.
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Founded as a non-profit organiza-
tion in 2005, IFFAAD is incorporated
under the Canada Corporation Act
as a ‘not-for-profit’ entity. IFFAAD
has its seat in Montreal, the world
capital of aviation and host city of
the International Civil Aviation Or-
ganization (ICAO), the International
Air Transport Association (IATA) and
the Airports Council International
(ACI).

he initiative for the Foundation origi-

nated from Dr. Sanat Kaul, the then
Representative of India to the Council of
ICAO who became the first Chairman and
is currently heading the India Chapter in
New Delhi. IFFAAD is facilitating the esta-
blishment of Branches in other regions of
the world especially in Europe, Africa and
Middle East.
IFFAAD has more than 200 active mem-
bers of leading professionals from the
aviation, space and development sectors
in different regions of the world.
IFFAAD is proud to have Dr. Assad Kotaite
former President of the ICAO Council as
its Governor Emeritus. The late Dr Charles
Bédard a former Representative of Cana-
da on the Council of ICAO was IFFAAD co-
founder and first Chairman. The current
Chairman of IFFAAD is Mohamed Elamiri,
former Representative of Morocco on the
Council of ICAO and former senior mana-
ger at ICAO for more than 16 years as Di-
rector of the Air Transport Bureau, Chief
of the Safety and Security Audit Branch
and Deputy Director in charge of Safety
Monitoring and Safety Management.
IFFAAD Mission is to be a focal point (in-
dependent think-tank) for the exchange
of ideas and promotion of public interest
in aviation and development worldwide.
In particular it wishes to encourage coo-
peration between various interested sec-
tors, such as aerospace, tourism, industry,

commerce and social development and
tofoster a constructive dialogue amongst
policy makers (governments, industries,
international and regional organizations),
universities, professionals, students and
individuals.

As a‘think tank; IFFAAD aims to cooperate
with ICAOQ, IATA, ACIl, CANSO, the airspace
industry and other aviation stakeholders
in analyzing and discussing critical avia-
tion related issues. IFFAAD is also seeking
partnership with other similar organiza-
tions to lobby for the improvement of
travel conditions and promotion of air
transport liberalization for the benefit of
air passengers.

IFFAAD’s mission focus is to assist in pro-
viding innovative solutions for the chal-
lenges triggered by:

The global significant growth of the avia-
tion sector, and its impact on develop-
ment and protection of the environment;
«The shortage of aviation professionals,
which may hinder the development of air
transport. IFFAD will therefore support
the ICAO programme on Next Genera-
tion of Aviation Professionals;

-Thelack of an air passenger’s voice. IFFAD
will analyze the impact of global, regional
and national policies on air passengers
and facilitate the promotion of air pas-
senger’s views at global and regional air
transport events. The objective of IFFAAD
is to facilitate the establishment of a glo-
bal entity to represent and lobby for the
rights and protection of air passengers.
IFFAAD is planning the organization in
late 2015 of a Conference on “Air passen-
gerrights and seamless travel”. The Confe-
rence will be an excellent opportunity to
launch a global voice for air passengers
to achieve the objective above.

More information on the IFFAAD acti-
vities and registration at its events are
available on its website: www.iffaad.org

International Foundation for
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Académie Tuniso-Francaise de Formation en sireté de I'Aviation Civile

Tunisian-French Academy for Training in Civil Aviation Security

Etablissement conventionné pour les formations en sireté de I'aviation civile par

Ecole Nationale dg I’Aviatign Civile
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www.afsactunisie.com
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