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New technician required by region
2014 - 2033

™ Asla Pacific 224000
®m Europe 102000

» North America 109000
= Middle East 62000
 Latin America 44000
" CIS 24000

« Africa 19000

5.

® LD EING @

New Pilot required by region 2014 -
2033

™ Asia Pacific 216000
m Europe 94000

w North America 88000
w Middle East 55000

W Latin America 45000
wCls 18000

« Africa 17000
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Pilot and technician outlook

Stpporﬁngﬂoolgmwm-ndnﬁnmants

I : @18%

500,000
AODD00=rre—
R e

200,000

100,000—

m11 2011 to 2030
Pilots Piots
237,400 470,400 400.000
@ Asla Pacific @ North America ® Europe @ Middle East
@ Latin America ® Cis @ Africa
Current Market Outiook
2011-2030
Copynght © 2011 Boaing. Al nghts resenad,
® 2030 4 A Cpollal) das| clad g8 @

Pilot and technician ocutlook

Supporting fleet growth and retirements

400,000 2% 3%
8%
800,000 - 9%
200 OD0———iimniiics
o— — @21%
2011 2030 2011 to 2030
Technicians Technicians Technicians
184,400 324,600 650,000
@ Asia Pacific @ North America ® Europe @ Middie East
@ Latin America @ CisS ® Africa
2011-2030 -
- e -

2030 i b @ yillal) dilpa owdiga Sie] cilad g
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Most likely scenario

Pilot comparison: 2010-2030
60 000
40 000

20 000 . Training capacities
. Training needs

. Surplus

B sortage

-20 000

Africa Asia/ Europe Latin Middle North
Pacific America East America

Maintenance personnel comparison: 2010-2030

60 000

50 000

40 000

30 000

20 000 B Training capacities
10 000 . Training needs

0 . Surplus
10 000 B sooriee
-20 000
Africa Asia/ Europe Latin Middle North
Pacific America  East America
ﬂ
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ATCO comparison: 2010-2030
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. Training capacitic
2000 . Training needs

1000

. Surplus

B srortaee

-1 000

Africa Asia/ Europe Latin Middle North

Pacific America East

Fleet developments
; sl Cloualsie

2010 2020

19% 4% 450, 20% 3% gy

00

19,410 28,580
airplanes airplanes airplanes
@ Largs ® Twin aisle ® Singls aisle @ Rsgional jets
Current Market Outiook
2011-2030

Copyright © 2017 Boeing. Al fights reservad.
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New Delivery units
Region airplanes

® AslaPacific 11,450
@ Europe 7,550
@ North America 7,530
@ Latin America 2,570
® Middle East 2,520

h.

® CIS 1,080
® Africa 800
Total 33,500
Current Market Outiook
2011-20830

GCopytight © 2011 Boaing. Al nights reasrsad.

Loas By Lgialiag Sayaall &l yitkal)

Fleet developments
f bissl | & Ot

@ Flset growth @ Fleat replacement ® Fieet retained
Current Market Outiook
2011-2030

Gogyright © 2011 Bosing. AS rights resensad.
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Market developmen

World gir travel since

g< " e
§5883505588598588588
-] 8
T35 TB8BT8E6219 20118877228
| RPK growth rate
| 2010 estmute. in percent

|

Current Market Outlook
2011-2030 '*: —
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2.7 billion U.5. doll

Thi: atistic p & he world's most profitabl

Leading airlines worldwide in 2013, based on net profit (in billion U.5. dollars)
IS ST stic pres. s the rid's ST P tabile alrii N -based Delta announce: d 2013 net profits of
o n U.5. dollars. s e r resents t ST L pr T airtine hist .
T
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This figure represents the highest net profit in airline history.
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Based on the Euro Mediterranean Ministers for Foreign Af-
fairs Meeting held in Barcelona on November 1995, which
laid the foundations of a process designed to build a mul-
tilateral framework for dialogue and cooperation between
the EU and its Mediterranean partners, the Euro - Mediter-
ranean Program (also called MEDA program) was launched
as the principal financial instrument for the implementa-
tion of the Euro-Mediterranean partnership.

10 years later, the Transport Ministers meeting in Mar-
rakech held on December 2005 agreed on several mea-
sures among which two are relevant to civil aviation: work
towards the longer term objective of a Euro Mediterra-
nean Common Aviation Area (EMCAA) and to pursue the
modernization and the organizational restructuring of the
sector aiming in particular at separating the regulatory
management and operational tasks.

Itis in that environment that the EC launched the Euromed
Aviation Project (1 & 2) which mainly carried out the Re-
gional Transport Action Plan (RTAP) for the Mediterranean
region (for the period 2007-2013), and run certain opera-
tional projects such MASC Project.

The Euro-Mediterranean Partnership was re-launched
in 2008 as the “Union for the Mediterranean” at the Paris
Summit for the Mediterranean on 13 July. This relaunching
aimed to infuse a new vitality into the Partnership and
to raise the political level of the strategic relationship
between the EU and its southern neighbors. While main-
taining the acquis of the Barcelona Process, the Union for
the Mediterranean offers a commitment to tangible, regio-
nal and trans-national projects.

ACAC- ECAC cooperation

Given the important activity of air traffic between Europe
and the Arab world and the speed of its development,
setting up relations of cooperation with ECAC was among
the first tasks ACAC undertook in order to benefit from its
counterpart’s long experience in the field of regional orga-
nisation. A key partnership was developed through a Me-
morandum of Understanding signed 15 years ago, on 16
May 2000. Both organisations met in December 2008 and
agreed on a first triennial work programme (2009-2011)
focusing on five area of cooperation: facilitating the par-
ticipation of ACAC Member States representatives to trai-
ning sessions on safety regulations and aircraft accident/
incident investigation, supporting ACAC in establishing
benchmarks on aviation security, supporting ACAC's ef-
forts in aviation environmental matters, and promoting
the exchange of information on economic matters.

Article

Both entities also agreed on several actions, including the
organisation of a joint aviation security forum. The first
ACAC/ECAC Aviation Security Forum took place in Mar-
rakesh on 8 and 9 June 2009. Participants, the majority of
whom were representatives from ACAC Member States,
were provided with valuable information from speakers
of both organisations on topics such as international coo-
peration in aviation security, facilitation and emerging
threats.

The two fellow regional organizations are now sharing
experience and knowledge through their second work
programme (2012-2015) focusing on the same area of
cooperation. This cooperation has achieved several goals,
the most important was the successful organization of the
Euro-Arab aviation security Forum in 2009, the training
cooperation between JAA-TO and ACAC (training seats
were offered to participants from Arab States), Mutual
attendance and presentation to different Events organized
by the both parties (WS, seminar, courses but also their
Assemblies). Also the sister organization has made close
cooperation prior to each ICAO assemblies and/or major
international civil aviation events/ meetings, while Consul-
tation and coordination meetings have been organized to
allow as possible as the convergence of mutual position.

Conclusion

The importance of the activity of air traffic between the
Arab world and Europe, the speed of its development over
the past decade with a trend towards sustained growth
in the future, all this in an environment marked by the
intense changes in the industry: all these factors require
more consultation and exchanges of views between our
two regions for the harmonisation of our procedures and
regulations within the framework of mutual cooperation.
We need to examine all possibilities to enhance our coo-
peration, diversify it, and adjust it whenever necessary. We,
at ACAG, have always been keen to coordinate with ECAC
prior and during civil aviation international meetings. We
also need to continue to work towards strengthening our
relations in different technical areas. There is a history of
specific arrangements and cooperation that have contri-
buted to the purposes and objectives of our Organisa-
tions. It is now time to introduce new cooperation tools,
with strategic plans of action aiming to improve mecha-
nisms for consultation and cooperation, including elec-
tronic information sharing, joint training and capacity
building, periodic reviews of regional issues, to benefit
from each other's competences and expertise.
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ECAC _

ACAC

Cooperation

Eng.

Hicham Bennani
|

Introduction

Towards the end of World War 2, exactly December 7, 1944
was a milestone for the international aviation community.
The Chicago Conference successfully ended with the adop-
tion of the Convention on International Civil Aviation. The
Conference immediately established the Provisional Interna-
tional Civil Aviation Organiz ation (PICAO) which was succee-
ded by ICAO in 1947 when the Chicago Convention came into
force.

Later on, the need to strengthening of regional arrangements
in the aviation community emerged. In response to that, a
number of regional civil aviation organizations were esta-
blished, according to the Article 55 of the Chicago Convention,
assuming certain important roles mainly relating to aviation
safety. Some of these organizations undertake overall res-
ponsibility on civil aviation matters in close coordination with,
and receiving assistance from, ICAO, such as the European Civil
Aviation Conference (ECAC) established in 1954, the Arab Civil
Aviation Council established in 1967(reconstitute in 1996 as
Arab Civil Aviation Commission ACAC), the African Civil Avia-
tion Commission (AFCAC) established in 1969, and the Latin-
American Civil Aviation Commission (LACAC) established in
1973.

Since then, due to their geographic proximity, the both regio-
nal organization, ACAC and ECAC were condemned to coope-
rate together to promote the safe, efficient and sustainable

development of civil aviation in their respective regions.

EURO-ARAB cooperation

The Framework for EURO-ARAB aviation Cooperation includes
the coordination with many European bodies likes EC, ECAC,
EASA, Eurocontrol...etc. Some of those cooperation were for-
mal under MOU/MOC such ECAC and Eurocontrol, some other
exist but at the operational level like EASA. Also this coopera-
tion is strongly linked to the Euro Mediterranean project.

The ACAC-EC cooperation started early at the establishment
of ACAC (prior to that with the Arab council). Since 2008, this
cooperation rich a significant level by the signature of open
skies between the EU (European Union) and some Arab mem-
ber States (such Moroccan, Jordan...), which underline the
needs to the regulatory convergence, also manifested by the
signature of MoU between the EC (European Commission), the
ACAC and the AACO (Arab Air Carriers Organization).

In October 2009, the Euro-Arab Aviation conference was held
in Muscat, Oman which has examine different way to enhance
the EU -Arab cooperation in the field related to civil aviation
including the air Transport, navigation, safety. At the end of
the Conference, the Muscat declaration identified the fol-
lowing area of cooperation: Arab States to benefit from the
CESAR studies and researches, European parties supports the
establishment of the Arab RSO0 and the development of stan-
dard procedures and exchange the information relating to
fair competition.
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Overcome of fuel consumption
during take-off

Engines of aircrafts are optimized for level flight at
cruising speed in the stratosphere. However, back on
the ground, where these engines aren't designed to
work efficiently, making these bulky machines attain
take-off speed consumes a lot of fuel, not to mention
the noise pollution it causes for people living near a
busy airport. Taking a little inspiration from steam
catapults that instantly propel fighter jets to take-off
speed in a much shorter distance, engineers at Airbus
believe that similar electric catapults can be used to
propel commercial aircrafts, thus saving fuel and re-
ducing noise.

The plan is to make use of induction electric motors,
similar to the ones used in high speed trains, to help
aircrafts accelerate much quickly and in a more envi-
ronmentally friendly fashion. An aircraft ready for
take-off would sit on a platform that runs along a track
similar to a runway. Once the aircraft attains its requi-
red speed, the plane would lift into the air powered by
its own engines.
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Expected design for
. Commercial Aircrafts

The aircraft industry is expecting a
seven-fold increase in air traffic by
2050, and a four-fold increase in
greenhouse gas emissions unless
fundamental changes are made.

But just how“fundamental”will those
changes need to be and what will be
their effect on the aircraft we use?
The crucial next step towards ensu-
ring the aircraft industry becomes
greener is the full electrification of
commercial aircraft. That's zero CO2
and NOx emissions, with energy
sourced from power stations that are
themselves sustainably fuelled.

The main technological barrier that
must be overcome is the energy den-
sity of batteries, a measure of how
much power can be generated from
a battery of a certain weight.

Tesla CEO Elon Musk has said that
once batteries are capable of produ-
cing 400 Watt-hours per kilogram,
with a ratio of power cell to overall
mass of between 0.7-0.8, an electri-
cal transcontinental aircraft becomes

“compelling”

Given that practical lithium-ion bat-
teries were capable of achieving en-
ergy-densities of 113Wh/kg in 1994,
202Wh/kg in 2004, and are now
capable of approximately 300Wh/
kg, it's reasonable to assume that
they will hit 400Wh/kg in the coming
decade.

Another aspect is the exponential
fall in the cost of solar panels, which
have already become the cheapest
form of power in most US states.

The expected 70% reduction in cost
of lithium-ion batteries by 2025, and
the rapid rise seen in the cost of kero-
sene-based jet fuel means that there
will be a large and growing disparity
in the costs of running aircraft that
will greatly favour electrification.

As is often the case, the reasons that
will slow transition are not technolo-
gical, but are rooted in the economic
and political inertia against overtur-
ning the status-quo.
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The irrefutable answer is to be found in
publicly available statistics.

ICAO SAR audit findings are that:

+43% of the world’s States have no SAR
legal framework, nominated SAR authority
or organized resources;

+46% of States have an insufficient SAR-skil-
led workforce;

+40% have developed no SAR Plan that pro-
vides for civil/military cooperation;

+36% have no formal arrangements for
coordination between the aeronautical
and maritime authorities.

Further,

+40% of States have no arrangements to
provide assistance to adjoining RCCs;

+35% have no standing permission for
entry of SAR units into foreign territory;
and

+72% have no SAR staff proficient in the use
of the English language.

In summary, across the whole range of
ICAO SAR provisions, the global rate of
States' effective implementation stands at
about 50%. In more practically meaningful
terms, half of the world's States' SAR ser-
vices are non-compliant, dysfunctional and
downright dangerous and have been so for
many years, even decades.

Global organizational solution
What is now urgently and critically requi-
red is a worldwide network of consolida-
ted Regional RCCs serving amalgamated
SAR Regions that will have the appropriate
capacity, expertise, reach and readiness of
response to provide effective SAR services
to heavy, passenger carrying aircraft ope-
rating across borders as a matter of course.
This arrangement need not supplant the
existing 191 State RCCs and associated
search areas; States have every right to
establish RCCs within their sovereign ter-
fitories to serve their domestic needs as
they best determine. Indeed, this is their
obligation under international law. There
must now, however, be an insistence that
major SAR actions are made the remit of
fully functional Regional RCCs.

There is nothing radical in this. ICAO, for
decades, has observed that ‘in many areas
of the world, the fastest, most effective
and practical way to achieve a global SAR
service is to develop regional systems”. For
decades, too, States have paid lip service to
that concept but inappropriate concerns
over sovereignty, nationalism and politics
have stood in the way of operational logic,
commercial advantage and human well-
being.

A regional organization of Aviation RCCs

Article

would follow, if belatedly, the organizatio-
nal strategy of our maritime SAR counter-
parts. They have already commissioned a
network of 5 Regional Maritime RCCs that
serve the entire African coastlines of the
Atlantic and Indian Oceans. They are at
Morocco, Monrovia, Mombasa, Lagos, and
Cape Town.

The establishment of Regional Aviation
RCCs for major SAR actions would extend
coverage of effective SAR to all States
through implementation of Regional
SAR Plans for cross-border use of shared
resources, assets, expertise and costs. It
would standardise SAR services globally at
ICAO-compliant levels, integrate all partici-
pating sectors: military, maritime, security,
police, etc, and greatly reduce hazardous
points of operational interface in the SAR
system. It would leave no global gaps and
strengthen SAR to the point that it can, at
last, be properly described as the Safety
Net of Last Resort.

An essential requirement now is that
the industry acknowledges the reality of
SAR’s ineffectiveness and its need for it to
be radically improved, accept the States’
lack of political will to fix it and commit to
leadership of its reconstruction.  Failing
governments'inability to hit it, the ball is in
the industry’s court.
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UPS 6

Twenty two minutes after departing Dubai
for Cologne at 1453 on 3 September, 2010,
the crew of UPS 6, a B747-400, reported a
fire on board.

At no time did ATC either declare a SAR
Phase or notify the RCC. In the event, after
the crew elected to return to Dubai, the air-
craft crashed near the Minhad Air Base and
no persons on board survived.

What, from a SAR perspective, is arresting
is that if the aircraft had crashed or ditched
in the Gulf, it could have occurred in any of
the Bahrain, Emirates or Tehran SRRs. The
borders of these small search regions all
converge very close to the location of the
outset of the emergency.

Neither then, nor since, has a Regional SAR
Plan been agreed to by Gulf States but
because areas of SAR jurisdiction are small
in the Gulf and closely adjacent, any major
SAR action would likely require closely
coordinated input from a number of States
and from their maritime, police, military,
medical and communication agencies.

RCC connections and interfaces

It is at the interface of an operational sys-
tem's components, especially where opera-
tives interact with each other, that systems
are most vulnerable and failures are most

likely to occur. Cross-sector cooperation is
not an inherently smooth process.

In the international SAR system, impedi-
ments to communication and coordina-
tion include different languages, cultures,
proficiencies, policies and procedures of
the 191 States providing the service. Just
as in aviation operations generally, in SAR it
is the mis-transfer of information between
operatives that most prejudices the safe,
effective and timely delivery of services.

MH370

The MH370 catastrophe had its genesis,
like AF447, at an FIR boundary, this time the
boundary between the Malaysian and Viet-
namese areas of ATC/SAR responsibility.
After a cataclysmic series of blunders, an
entire week was lost in an utterly futile
search in the South China Sea when there
was compelling evidence that the aircraft
had tracked to the Andaman Sea and, later,
even further distant.

This fiasco must, in substantial measure,
be attributed to successive failures at cri-
tical points of interface, not least between
cross-border ATC Units and the civil and
military sectors. Matters of deep concern
are that:

«Cross-border search operations were
again severely hampered by a lack of Re-

gional SAR Plans;

«Uncoordinated searches were conducted
by separate authorities in different locali-
ties;

«Early offers of assistance from foreign
States were refused; and

SAR coordination overall was severely
hampered by a lack of English language
proficiency.

Systemic failure

It is fundamental that in recounting these
failures, blame not be apportioned to indi-
vidual operators unless found to be willin-
gly negligent and not, necessarily, to the
States involved. It's clear that the repeated
SAR shortcomings and deficiencies that
have characterised recent actions are ove-
rwhelmingly organisational.The obvious
question now to be asked is whether the
States involved in the responses to these
disasters were uncommonly incompetent,
under-resourced or otherwise disadvan-
taged or whether they, the airlines and the
personnel on board were the unfortunate
victims of a broad malaise in the global
SAR system organization that could result
in similar embellishments of catastrophes
anywhere at any time.

Global SAR disorder
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Mr. Brian Day

Civil aviation SAR
consultant and trainer

Search and Rescue (SAR) has a simple, unambiguous purpose: to
save lives. SAR has a proud record of supporting aviation by rescuing
persons in distress, putting a brave face on tragedy and recovering
valuable safety data for later application in the industry.

Far from supporting the industry recently, however, SAR, in its dys-
functional response to recent tragedies, has severely added to indus-
try distress: operationally, socially and financially. This is not good
enough. SAR must change.

An incremental service

No single State SAR agency can act alone; none are sufficiently resour-
ced. Thus, to meet its broad responsibilities for crash location, life sup-
port and recovery of survivors, SAR must have access to assets pro-
vided for other purposes and use expertise across many supportive
sectors: medical, police, military, maritime and security to name a few.

AF447

TASILis a waypoint on the Atlantico FIR boundary enroute from Rio to
Paris. On 1 June, 2009, AF 447 failed to report there at its ETA of 0220.
At 0834, 6 hours and 14 minutes after the aircraft lost communication,
a Distress Phase was belatedly declared and the RCC activated.
Search aircraft were allocated to different areas, in separate jurisdic-
tions, by distinct authorities, in uncoordinated searches and with no
common radio frequency on the basis of operational intelligence
communicated through diplomatic channels, not between RCCs!

No Regional SAR Plan was enacted. None, indeed, had been deve-
loped. The effort was neither coordinated, communicated nor coope-
rative. It offered little probability of timely detection.

Regional SAR Plans

Regional SAR Plans are vital. Their purpose is to list the responsibili-
ties and functions of all participants within cooperating States and to
include databases of resources. Plans cannot be instantly developed
at the time of a distress. They need to be pre-emptively agreed upon
by all participants, documented, authorised, practised and regularly
updated.

Without them, any response to a major emergency that crosses so-
vereign borders is likely to be shambolic and will, itself, threaten to
become a disaster.
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Interview

programming that allows the reduction of fuel consumption
and of carbon dioxide emissions, and the purchase of ground
equipments for electricity generation and air conditioning
inside the aircrafts, in order to reduce the utilization of air-
crafts generators that consume larger quantities of fuel, and
the purchase of a device for the aircraft engines cleaning and
the setting of a preventive program for the engines cleaning
once every six months for each engine; as the accumulation of
dust and lubricants on the engines causes the increase of fuel
consumption, and also the fleet renewal.

Thus Tunisian airlines were able to control the fuel consump-
tion and to maintain as much as possible a sound environ-
ment; the Tunisair company reduced its annual fuel consump-
tion by about 13600 tons which means 42000 tons of dioxide
carbon, and Tunisair Express was ranked first in the world in
2014 according to the global ranking «<Atmosfair Airline Index»
whose mission is to rank the carbon efficiency of the largest
airlines of the world.

As for the European policy about emissions trading, Tunisia
adheres to the consideration of ICAO the only body authorized
to regulate air transport emissions and this under the Kyoto
Treaty; and we refuse any proposal in contradiction with the
ICAO general assembly resolutions, and we are committed to
the positions of IATA and AACO under the ICAQ resolutions.

In the framework of the implementation of the future air
navigation systems by satellite, ACAC is working hard in
this regard. What are your suggested recommendations
for the optimal implementation of the Arab coordination
mechanisms regarding the air navigation field?

The use of satellites in air navigation became among the initial
strategies of countries in this field as an alternative to the pre-
ceding technologies, and this is due to many factors such as
the availability of satellite signals everywhere on earth and the
precision of the positioning using this technique.

And as a mean of development, and a fundamental element in
the competition, the air transport sector, that is a pillar of the
social and economic development, gained a special care and
a high priority in terms of the integration of the air navigation
by satellite.

Tunisia participated actively in the Euromed project for avia-
tion, and the relevant administrations in the Ministry of Trans-
port followed up the different steps of the project concerning
the air navigation by satellite as follows:

+Preparation of precise technical studies and feasibility studies
about the possibility of the navigation by satellite service ex-
pansion (EGNOS) in the Mediterranean countries,

-Setting a planning for the air navigation by satellite services
in the Mediterranean region,

Preparation of precise landing procedures on the terminals
of Monastir airport after providing EGNOS signal at a level
allowing the use of precise landing on the terminals in this
airport.

‘The comparison of the regulations harmony in Tunisia in the
field of air navigation satellite to the international criteria and
the European regulations,

“The preparation for bilateral negotiations with the European
Commission to adopt EGNOS system in order to develop the
agreement that the Ministry of Transport signed with the Euro-
pean Commission in the field of air navigation by satellite.

In this context, | suggest to urge the Arab countries to find
the solutions for overcoming the technical barriers to begin
effectively the exploitation of the air navigation by satellite
through:

<The provision of sufficient signals of satellites in their airspaces
allowing the adoption of the automatic precise landing in
their airports,

‘The equipment of ground infrastructure, and the comple-
tion of the regulatory framework providing the required ser-
vices for the full utilization of the air navigation by satellite in
the Arab region.

What is the position of training in the context of the Arab
civil aviation development? And can you kindly give us
a brief about the role of the Tunisian academies in this
regard?

Training is important for civil aviation due to the technical
aspects of this sector that requires a continuous training on
the ICAO international criteria, and also to create jobs in the
other hand.

Thats why the promotion of the training system is among the
most important strategic goals, and the 8 Tunisian certified
training centers aim to apply the ICAO criteria by adopting the
same manuals used globally in order to ensure the best level
of training in the civil aviation sector.

How do you perceive the consumer protection subject?
And what is your approach to deal with this subject?
Tunisian aviation still doesn>t have regulations for consumer
protection even if this is a fundamental subject, but we started
the preparation of draft regulation texts by inspiration from
the European expertise in the regulation of this field.

Next year, ACAC will celebrate twenty years from its esta-
blishment. What is your opinion about the future of ACAC
work? And do you have directions or additions in order to
promote its work?

ACAC is the «umbrella» of the Arab civil aviation, and we must
support it and provide it with necessary resources to achieve
its goals.

So | think that its important to enhance the integration
between ACAC and the League of Arab States so that they can
together promote the Arab economic system, and especially
the Arab civil aviation.

Itis also important to enhance the financial resources of ACAC
to enable it to perform its training role at its best capacity.

Thank you so much for you valuable responses to this
interview, one word to conclude?

Thank you for this interview and | hope more success for the
ACAC goals aiming to develop the Arab civil aviation.

‘ Interview EN.indd 17

ARAB AVIATION

issue 24 September 2015 ‘ 17

08/09/15 10:26 ‘



‘ Interview EN.indd 16

Interview

gation systems planning and development
programs in Africa, Oceania, and Europe; and
Tunisia participates in the works of the African
European group for the air navigation plan-
ning and implementation, and also follows the
programs and criteria of the European Aviation
Safety Agency -EASA.

Two audit operations were performed in Tuni-
sia in 2004 and 2009 where Tunisia got a non-
conformity rate in 2009 of 28.11%

And the deficiencies written from the ICAO
were related to supporting the human re-
sources, applying the training programs, and
reorganizing the general direction of civil avia-
tion taking in consideration the financial auto-
nomy.

We are ready to cooperate with our partners and friends to
exchange expertise in the sector of safety monitoring, and
in working on the establishment of a regional unit to ensure
the real exchange of data related to safety; and to support
the cooperation between the Arab countries in order to over-
come the deficiencies, and to cooperate with the specialized
international organizations in order to take benefit from the
regional initiatives in the sector.

Tunisia is currently conducting a study of the possibility of joi-
ning the regional unit for safety monitoring that ACAC intend
to establish, based on the results of the ICAO feasibility study
that suggested the self financing from the member countries;
and to limit its role to an advisory one in the first stage.

What are the actions that you have taken to address the
challenges related to air security? And what are your
real directions to reduce the risks and the criminal acts
threatening the civil aviation security?

In the framework of the harmony with the international requi-
rements in the field of civil aviation, and in implementation
of measures provided for in Annex XVII of the ICAO Chicago
convention, Tunisia prepared a set of national legislations and
programs in the field of civil aviation since 2003 from which
we mention:

<The creation of the civil aviation security unit under the order
number 2429 in 2003;

The civil aviation security national program ratified since
2003;

+The national program for training in the civil aviation security
field ratified since 2004;

The national program for the civil aviation security quality
control ratified since 2006;

<Tunisian airlines security programs;

-All Tunisian airports security programs;

The supply company security program.

As for the measures taken to tackle the chal-
lenges related to air security:

-Coordination between the different interfering parties to
enhance the security system at the domestic and internatio-

nal levels for our international airports;
-Securing the perimeter of airports from in-
side and outside in coordination with all the
relevant parties at the national level;
«Intensification of the control over all the
crossing points;

-Enhancing the security detection equip-
ment (concerning passengers, cargo, and
mail) and supporting the human resources
while being keen on their training to enable
them to handle these equipments.
-Passenger educating with regard to respect
and compliance with security procedures;
-Enhancing the security procedures in the
security zones in the airports through perio-
dic controls in coordination with all the interfering parties;

Concerning our directions to reduce the risks,
they are as follows:

-Reviewing the national legislative texts and the security
legislative system development to comply with the interna-
tional legislations.

«In the global scope, we coordinate with all the countries
with regard to civil aviation protection from the illegal inter-
ference, and all what may affect the civil aviation security and
safety through enhancing the security system;

«Connection of Tunisia to the global communication group
regarding information sharing;

«Focus on the bilateral cooperation in the field of civil avia-
tion security: the Tunisian-French cooperation, the Tunisian-
British cooperation, and the Tunisian-Japanese cooperation.

What are your measures regarding the reduction of avia-
tion emissions that affect the environment? And what is
your opinion about the European policy regarding the
emissions trading?

The environment sector is an important component of the
policy developed by the Tunisian civil aviation authority as a
determinant element for competition, and the Tunisian avia-
tion industry is working hard to protect the environment and
to reduce the carbon emissions through a strategy derived
from the ICAO resolutions and especially the recommenda-
tions arising from the 38th session of the general assembly,
the strategy of the IATA, and the guidelines of the Arab and
regional organizations.

And this strategy is basically based on:

-Enhancing the infrastructure of Tunisian airports through
the promotion of the airspace control equipments, the air-
ports and their equipment with sufficient ground equip-
ments in order to reduce the use of aircrafts engines; and also
the expansion of the congested aircrafts parking positions to
reduce the pre-landing time, and also addressing the envi-
ronmental, noise and air pollution,

«The rationalization of fuel consumption for the airlines
through the acquisition of a sophisticated system for flights
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achievement of this program.

The company has regained its activity let
alone that it has boosted its fleet during
last June with an A330 aircraft that it will
support with another similar aircraft, and
this in preparation to access the long
range markets such as Montreal in Cana-
da and Beijing in China, and to support its
presence in the African market.

What are the future projects concer-
ning the development and construc-
tion of facilities in the Tunisian air-
ports?

Many infrastructure projects for
airports were scheduled as fol-
lows:

«Expansion of Tunis Carthage Internatio-
nal Airport:

Considering the air transport development expected in the
next decade, and knowing that this airport exceeded its maxi-
mal capacity of 5 million yearly passengers, it was decided to
expand the airport (terminal) so that the capacity reaches in
the first phase 7.5 million passengers and 10 million passen-
gers in the second phase.

«Tunis Carthage International Airport infrastructure rehabili-
tation:

In the framework of the rehabilitation of Tunis Carthage air-
port infrastructure, the project of the rehabilitation of a termi-
nal and aircrafts pathways in the airport was approved (rein-
forcement of the runway and taxiways).

«Expansion of the aircrafts parking in Sfax Airport:
Considering the notable development of air traffic in Sfax
airport, an expansion program of the aircrafts parking in the
airport was scheduled through the creation of 4 additional
aircraft parking positions.

«The project of the construction of a new airport:

Due to the incapacity of Tunis Carthage International Airport
to receive more traffic, a feasibility study will be prepared for
the construction of a new airport, in order to harmonize the
expected air traffic development due to the open skies.

Can you please give us a brief about the integrated deve-
lopment policy of air transport and tourism?

Air transport plays a central role in the development of tou-
rism through the promotion of air connectivity of Tunisia to
the most important tourism markets, with the continuing
work on the access to new and emerging tourism markets,
and the support of the infrastructure of airports and the en-
hancing of the their services quality to ensure the reception of
the tourism groups in the best and safest conditions.

An in order to ensure the maximum number of
tourists, the Tunisian civil aviation authority ini-
tiated:

-Following the plan of gradual liberalization of air transport in

all the Tunisian airports, at the national and
international levels,

-Accelerating the procedures of licenses assi-
gnment to foreign airlines,

«Opening new lines towards new touristic
destinations for Tunisair,

-Exempting the foreign airlines from the ser-
vices fees in the international airports of Ta-
barka and Tozeur which are touristic airports
by excellence,

-Following the open skies policy in Tabarka
international airport since 2005,

sLicensing some low cost carriers to run
flights towards Tunisian airports (Monastir,
Djerba...).

Licensing the airports is among the big-
gest challenges with the ICAO; what are
the measures that you have taken concerning the inter-
national airports licensing in Tunisia?

In the framework of the airports licensing follow up for the air-
ports open to the public aviation, | am honored to give you a
brief about the licensing operations and the international big
airports licensing follow up that began in 2007 with informal
audits followed by real audits for all the international airports
that received in 2009 a valid airport rehabilitation certificate
as long as the airport operator applies the regulations in force
and implements the corrective plan written in the airport gui-
debook.

After the comprehensive system audit operation performed
by ICAQO in the Tunisian authorities in 2009, this procedure was
reviewed by altering the airport rehabilitation certificate vali-
dity period to be from one renewable year to five renewable
years, and also a yearly field audit program was approved to
control the airport exploitation safety.

And in the framework of the technical cooperation with our
close partners and friends, and in order to exchange the
knowledge in the field, we performed in 2014, at the request
of the Mauritanian civil aviation authority, field visits to share
the Tunisian expertise in the field, and we are ready to support
the suggestions related to the technical expertise exchange.

What are the measures that you take in order to comply
with the ICAO requirement concerning safety criteria?
Also, ACAC is intending to establish a regional unit for
air safety monitoring, what are the benefits that may be
expected from this unit?

Tunisia was keen to keep up with current air safety develop-
ments at the regional and international levels, and a compre-
hensive review is being made for the legislative and regula-
tory framework, especially concerning the safety monitoring
tasks in accordance with the international criteria and the
European regulations in order to ensure the required safety
level.

On the other hand, the relevant administrations of the Mi-
nistry of Transport made a benchmarking of all the air navi-
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To keep pace with the global trends, Tunisia prepared a plan
based on these pillars:

At the national level:

«The full liberalization of the irregular air transport since 1974,
«Licensing the private companies to exploit the regular air
transport activity gradually (such as Nouvelair since 1990 and
Syphax Airlines in 2012),

-Enabling the private companies to operate the airports open
for civil aviation, such as the international airports of Enfidha
and Monastir.

«Opening the skies in the airports of Tabarka and Tozeur since
2005,

-Completing the programs of the national airline rehabilita-
tion in order to enhance its competitiveness and to prepare it
to tackle the competition.

At the North African level:

<The air transport was liberalized to the third and fourth free-
doms with both Libya and Morocco,

At the Arab level:

+ We signed the Damascus convention on December 2004,
and we opened he skies with many Arab countries such as
KSA, Yemen, Oman, Libya, and Morocco...

At the African level:

+ We apply the Yamoussoukro resolution concerning the libe-
ralization of air transport services and the creation of a conso-
lidated African air transport market, and the convention was
ratified by the African Union leaders in Lomé during July 2000.
At the European level:

-Due to the importance of the air traffic between Tunisia and
the European countries (around 80 % of the total traffic is
between Tunisia and the EU countries), we received from the
European Commission a project for the air transport services
liberalization between Tunisia and the EU including provi-
sions related to appointment, ownership, and actual control
of the airlines in order to adapt them to the federal laws so
that any federal country can appoint an airline owned and
controlled actually by another federal country.

And the open skies agreement includes two parts:

-An horizontal agreement related to the appointment of air-
lines from the two parts and the distribution of the networks,
A comprehensive agreement related especially to the trans-
portation rights and to the market access mechanisms and
competition rules,

And the suggested agreement is aimed especial-
ly to:

<The liberalization of the air transport rights (passengers and
cargo) and the removal of restrictions on the capacities and
on the number of flights,

«The liberalization of the air transport services fees,

‘The expansion of the appointment of airlines so that any
federal country may appoint an airline owned and actually
controlled by another federal country,

The creation of an equal competitive environment for prac-
ticing the air transport activities through the respect of the
competition rules and the cancellation of the grants that will

breach these rules,

sThe achievement of the legislative harmony especially in
the sectors of safety, security, air transport management, and
environment and consumer protection,

-Supporting the cooperation in the area of air navigation in
order to create a common air space and to expand the Single
European Sky.

Two sessions of negotiations were held so far:
First session: June 2013 in Tunis: Exchange of views about
the foundations on which the open sky agreement must be
created,

Second session: December 2013 in Brussels: A significant pro-
gress was achieved with the EU and the horizontal agreement
was discussed.

In recent years there was an advanced private airlines
creation pace in Tunisia; what is your opinion about this
change? And what are the procedures that enable the
private investors to invest in the air transport sector in
Tunisia?

Believing in the integration and partnership between the pu-
blic and private sectors, the Tunisian civil aviation authority
has been encouraging the private investors in the air trans-
port sector.

In this context, the new airline specialized in the irregular
air transport was established in 1990 and in 2012 the airline
Syphax specialized in air transport was created.

Furthermore, the investment in airports was opened for pri-
vate investors such as the granted right to the Turkish com-
pany TAV that is exploiting currently the international airports
of Monastir and Enfidha.

The responsibility of the civil aviation authority is big knowing
its role as the regulator of the sector and it is important that
the authority develop a clear and stable referential legal fra-
mework especially concerning the technical and fiscal criteria.
Concerning the exploitation of the air transport activity, there
is a set of conditions from which the majority aims to encou-
rage the investment in addition to the laws in force in the field
of air transport.

Tunisair is a company with a rich history full of successes
during many years, where it is now in the context of the
challenges facing the air transport industry?

Tunisair Company is the source of pride of the Tunisian civil
aviation, but it is witnessing since 2011, and due to the glo-
bal political and economic fluctuations, a big decrease in its
financial profits as a result of the decrease of its activity.

In order to address this situation, many urgent and firm mea-
sures were taken and consisted basically of the development
of a structural reforms program (financial, commercial, regu-
latory...)

In the short and medium terms, to enable the company to
overcome the difficult experienced financial conditions, and
to prepare it to tackle the competition that will result from
the open skies with the UE, with detailed deadlines for the
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ments in the air safety and security sectors, along with the air
transport development according to the civil aviation inter-
national standards; and through enhancing the sector indica-
tors in terms of its contribution to the national economy.

The most important strategic directions of the Tunisian civil
aviation sector are:

-Enhancing the ability of the civil aviation authority to regu-
late the sector and to increase its contribution to the national
economy,

-Adapting the civil aviation legislative and regulatory fra-
mework with the European standards, especially in the areas
of civil aviation safety and security, air navigation and consu-
mer protection,

-Supporting the competitiveness of the national airlines,
-Continuing the negotiations with EU to conclude the open
skies agreement; in a way that serves our national interests,
-Developing the Tunisian airports infrastructure and in-
creasing their capacity in parallel with the expected develop-
ment of the air traffic in the light of the open skies policy.

What are the outlines of your policy and operational ac-
tions for the air transport enhancing and development?
The air transport strategy is focused on increasing its contri-
bution to the national economy, on ensuring the sustainabi-
lity of its institutions and the support of their competitiveness
and the maintaining of their financial capacity in order to
address the globalization and liberalization policies.

And we adopted a reform and incentive policy aimed to the
air transport development as a whole and to enhance its posi-
tion as an important element in the national economy.

A business strategy was adopted for Tunisian airlines based
mainly on the development of their activity and the support
of their position in the traditional markets with economic pro-
fitability; and ensuring their presence in the emerging mar-
kets like the African market; and also opening long range lines
such as Canada and China destinations and also encouraging
them to engage in an air alliance and to conclude strategic
partnerships.

Tunisia is also encouraging the investment in air transport
through the facilitation of the procedures for obtaining the
necessary licenses in order to create the projects in this sector,
and through encouraging the private companies to promote
their activities and to have access to foreign markets.

The airports are a great pillar of the national economy deve-
lopment due to their provision of jobs, so Tunisia is trying to
develop the capacity and air traffic in its airports especially
the domestic ones through infrastructure and expansion pro-
jects.

Tunisia also taken incentive measures aimed to enhance the
domestic connectivity through encouraging the airlines to
run flights towards them; these measures are:

-Exempting airlines from airport and navigation services fees
in these airports,

-Awarding a compensatory grant to the domestic airways (Tu-
nisair Express) to encourage it to run more domestic flights,
-Simplifying of the procedures for obtaining the licenses in
order to exploit entertainment activities and tourism promo-

tion using aircrafts and air sports events.

How do you perceive the future of Damascus convention
implementation?

ACAC adopted in 2004 a common convention aimed for the
liberalization of air transport services between Arab countries,
and only 8 countries have ratified it so far (Jordan, Syria, Pales-
tine, Lebanon, the UAE, Yemen, Oman and Morocco) from a
total of 22 countries.

And this convention gives liberalization rights to run flights
without any restrictions on capacity or aircraft model, and set
a phased schedule to apply its provisions.

But many countries have not ratified this convention due to
the disparity of perspective between a conservative position
enshrining the principle of state sovereignty according to
the first article of the Chicago Convention 1944; and a liberal
position enshrining the principle of the competition between
airlines without the interference of the state.

Thus, in the light of the disparity of perspectives, the Arab air
liberalization that will be a great step in the Arab civil aviation,
from my point of view will be dependent on achieving basic
initial steps such as ensuring the competitiveness of national
airlines and the legislative harmonization, it is also important
to work gradually in time and positions in order to rehabilitate
the civil aviation sector whether in terms of airports or airlines
first to become able to compete, and we must achieve these
steps before any liberalization:

-Equipping the airports infrastructure to ensure their capacity
to handle the expected increase in the air traffic as a result of
the open skies policy,

Rehabilitating the airlines to have an economic strength suf-
ficient to tackle the expected competition knowing that the
air liberalization may lead to the decrease of the market shares
of national airlines, and thus to a decrease in their profits,
-Unifying the Arab legislations especially in the civil aviation
safety, security, air traffic management, and environment and
consumer protection,

-Removing or easing of restrictions on visas between Arab
countries.

There are strong trends for the open skies policy, so do
you have such agreements? And what is your opinion
about the repercussions of the open skies policy on the
Tunisian air transport future?

The challenges in the regional and international scopes are
especially:

«The increase of the air transport liberalization at the interna-
tional and regional levels (European, Arabic, and African).
‘The removal of regulation restrictions and the adoption of
more flexible standards concerning the market access, the
companies ownership, and the orientation towards the open
skies agreements.

The ferocity of the competition due to the emergence of
important alliances and mergers between airlines, and the
increase of the number of low cost carriers);

The increasing importance of the civil aviation safety and
security requirements.
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Tunisian Aviation - Keeping
Pace with Global Trends

ACAC talks to His
Excellency Mr.
Habib Mekki, the
DG of the Tunisian
Civil Aviation,
about his views
and perspectives
about the indus-
try changes and
challenges in the
Arabic, regional,
and international
scopes.

The civil aviation sector is witnessing enormous and fast
developments. In the midst of these changes, what is your
perspective concerning the future of the Arab Civil Avia-
tion?

In recent years, the governing legislation of air transport
is witnessing major developments, and new global trends
based mainly on free competition and market rules, making
the sector more open toward the full removal of restrictions;
and this resulted in business alliances that contributed in the
expansion of a fierce competition in all the world regions re-
gardless their economic policies.

And to keep pace with these deep and fast changes and de-
velopments witnessed by the international air transport mar-
ket, the Arab countries have adopted a reform policy to meet
the future challenges, and were thus gradually engaged in
the international air transport liberalization policy; and some
countries in the Arab Gulf and the Middle East were proactive
in this area. The Arab civil aviation system is witnessing major
developments through the increasing number of airlines and
the growth of air connectivity between the Arab countries.

In the context of the development of alliances and blocs and
especially from EU countries, the Arab aviation authorities
must create a unified vision and enhance the partnership and
cooperation between them in order to achieve a common

strategy that will enable us to tackle the fierce competition.

As the DG of the Tunisian Civil Aviation and a supervisor of
the future strategy implementation, what are your plans
for the promotion of the civil aviation sector in Tunisia?
The civil aviation industry in Tunisia is among the most im-
portant economic sectors, a key driver for tourism and inter-
national trade development, and plays an important role in
the support of the production and services sectors, and also
in tourism, exports, and local development in support of the
national economy growth through:

The contribution in GDP (at a percentage of 4%).

The provision of 14.000 direct jobs and 20.000 indirect jobs.
«The support for the local development through the contri-
bution of domestic airports projects in the national economy.
This sector has gained a growing interest in recent years, par-
ticularly the investment models and projects performance
developments, along with the development of many opera-
tional plans and mechanisms aiming to promote this impor-
tant sector, and to improve its efficiency and profitability so
that it will have a better international rank.

The national authorities adopted a reform policy to address
the future challenges through the adaptation of the institu-
tional and legislative system with the international require-
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How clean is your plane?

Aeroplanes are infamous as breeding grounds for bacteria, with
tray tables, seats and blankets singled out as the worst offenders on
board.But an entrepreneurial team are hoping their new invention
will revolutionize the cleaning of aircraft and help airlines win the
battle against bacteriaArthur and Mo Kreitenberg, (A father and son
team ), have created a robot, called the Germfalcon, which uses ultra
violet light to kill bacteria throughout the cabin. According to the
businessmen, germs such as E.coli and MRSA can linger for up to a
week on suraces within an aircraft and there are no clear rules on
how often aeroplanes should be cleaned. But the family team has
developed the unusual new robot as a way to counter issues with
cleaning the interior of a plane - which currently only takes place a
few times a year.When the plane is parked and empty, the device,
which is the size of a drinks cart, patrols the aisles using motion sen-
sors to navigate itself. As it does, it spreads its two ‘wings’ over the

seats on either side.

Chief executives of Arab airlines in IATA

Board of Governors

he 71st AGM of the International Air

Transport Association (IATA), which
was held in Miami on 7-9 June 2015,
elected the Director General of Saudia,
H.E. Eng. Saleh N. Al Jasser, as a member
in the IATA Board of Governors. Moreo-
ver, H.E. Mr. Akbar Al Baker, Group Chief
Executive of Qatar Airways, was re-elec-

ted as a member in the Board.

This Arab airlines’ representatives in the
IATA Board of Governors become as fol-
lows:

«H.E. Mr. Akbar Al Baker / Group Chief
Executive / Qatar Airways

«H.E. Eng. Saleh N. Al Jasser / Director
General / Saudia

«Capt. Sameh El Hefny / Chairman & CEO
/ EgyptAir Holding Company

Mr. James Hogan / President & Chief
Executive Officer / Etihad Airways

The Board of Governors is IATA's highest
authority. Its 31 members are elected by
IATA from its member international air-
lines’ chief executives.

ICAO Council adopts core principles on consumer
protection and new Long-Term Vision for Air Transport

he governing Council of the Inter-
Tnational Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAO) has established new global core
principles on air transport consumer pro-
tection. The principles cover three phases
of a customer's experience: before,
during and after travel, and will now be
considered by ICAO’s 191 Member States
when they develop or review their appli-
cable national regimes.
Prior to travelling, the ICAO core prin-
ciples recommend that passengers
should benefit from sufficient levels of
advance information and customer gui-
dance, given the wide variety of air trans-

port products in the market and associa-
ted legal and other protections which
may apply. Product and price transpa-
rency is also recommended as a basic
customer right.

During their travel, the ICAO core prin-
ciples call for passengers to be provided
regular updates on any special circums-
tances or service disruptions which arise,
as well as due attention in cases of a ser-
vice disruption. This could include rerou-
ting, refund, care, and/or compensation.
The core principles also call on airlines
and other stakeholders to have planning
in place for situations of massive disrup-

tions characterized by multiple flight can-
cellations, and reiterate the fundamental
right to fair access for persons with disa-
bilities. After travelling, the ICAO core
principles stipulate efficient complaint
handling procedures be established that
are clearly communicated to customers.
The decision on the new core principles
was made during the ICAO Council’s most
recent (205th) Session. Also adopted on
the occasion was a new ICAO “Long-term
Vision for International Air Transport Libe-
ralization”, which will serve as a reference
point and aspirational indicator for States
as they pursue related policy approaches.
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Solar Impulse 2 breaks records in Japan-Hawaii flight

The world’s first solar-powe-
red plane is attempting

to break all distance and
duration world records

for solar aviation, having
already covered 6,190 km

in 80 hours non-stop from
Nagoya (Japan) to Hawaii
(US).At the controls, Solar
Impulse 2 co-founder and
pilot André Borschberg also
breaks the record for the
longest solo flight in history
by remaining airborne for
three consecutive days and

nights, an accomplishment
exceeding the American
Adventurer Steve Fossett’s
flight on board Virgin Atlantic
Global Flyer, who, in 2006,
realized a 76 hours non-stop
flight to circumnavigate the
globe.Solar Impulse 2 has so
far accomplished 80 per cent
of its flight to Hawaii and is
intended to fly approximately
120 hours in total before
landing in Honolulu.»Can you
imagine that a solar powered
airplane without fuel can

now fly longer than a jet
plane,» said Bertrand Piccard,
initiator, chairman and pilot
of Solar Impulse 2. «This is

a clear message that clean
technologies can achieve
impossible goalsi»André
Borschberg is still endu-

ring human, technical and
operational challenges,
navigating the high tech
flying laboratory alone in an
unheated and unpressurised
3.8 cubic meter cockpit.»The
first 24 hours were very tech-

Passenger traffic at Rafic Hariri International
Airport rises by 6% in first half of 2015

nical», said Borschberg, «but
the second day was really
getting me into the mission.
It took me a while to create a
relationship of trust with the
airplane, which allows me to
rest and eventually sleep by
periods of 20 minutes with
the autopilot. The experience
of flight is so intense that |
can only focus on the present
moment and discover how
to deal with my own energy
and mindset.»If André's flight
is successful, Bertrand will
then continue this epic ocean
crossing to Phoenix, Arizona
(US). The journey will then
take the two explorers, flying
alternatively in the single-
seater cockpit, across the US,
the Atlantic and back to Abu
Dhabi where the journey
started on March 9.The main
goal of this adventure is to
collect millions of voices for
www.FutureisClean.org, an
initiative aiming to encou-
rage governments to replace
old polluting devices by new
clean technology. Green
technology aims to save
energy, natural resources
and decrease carbon dioxide
emissions in a profitable way,
creating jobs and economic
growth while protecting the
environment.

Passenger activity at Rafic Hariri Inter-
national Airport grew by over 6%
in the first half of 2015 compared to
the same period of 2014, according to
official statistics from the airport. The
number of passengers in the first half

of 2015 reached 3,111,695 compared to
2,920,856 for the same period of 2014.
According to a statement issued by the
airport, the number of arrivals to Leba-
non in the first half of 2015 increased by
6.5%, reaching 1,548,105. The number of

departures registered an increase of 5.8%
to reach 1,555,011. The statement added
that the number of commercial flights
rose by 3.75%, to 30,835 with 15,422 arri-
val flights to Lebanon and 15,413 depar-
ture flights during this period.
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IATA issues clarification on Cabin OK initiative

The International Air Transport Asso-

ciation (lata) has issued comments cla-
rifying key elements of its Cabin OK ini-
tiative which have been misunderstood
in some reporting.The lata Cabin OK
initiative for carry-on bags aims to pro-
vide passengers with a greater assurance
that their carry-on bags will travel with
them in the aircraft cabin, even when the
flight is full.The Cabin OK size guideline,
developed by working with airlines and
manufacturers, is 55 x 35x 20 cm (or 21.5
x 13.5 x 7.5 inches). This size was calcula-
ted to make the best use of storage space
in the cabin. If fully embraced by passen-
gers, everyone would have a chance to
travel with their carry-on bags on board
aircraft of 120 seats or larger even when
the flight is full. A number of major inter-
national airlines have signaled their inte-
rest to join the initiative and will soon
be introducing operational guidelines
to give Cabin OK bags priority to stay
on board the aircraft when all carry-on
bags cannot be accommodated in the
cabin.The Cabin OK guideline is not a

maximum size limit. The maximum size
of cabin baggage is set individually by
each airline and is not affected by the
Cabin OK initiative.The Cabin OK guide-
line is smaller than the size set by most
airlines as their maximum acceptable
for carry-on baggage. Thus, passengers
with Cabin OK carry-on baggage can
travel with a greater assurance that it

will be acceptable across the different
airline requirements. And, when travel-
ling on a participating airline there is a
further benefit: those bags with a Cabin
OK logo will have a priority (determined
individually by each airline) for staying
in the cabin should its cabin capacity be
exceeded and some baggage needs to
be moved to the hold.

RJ to launch new direct
service to Iraq

Flag carrier Royal Jordanian

(RJ) will commence its direct
regular service between Amman
and Najaf, Irag, on July 9 - its
sixth destination in the region.
Captain Haitham Misto, RJ pre-
sident/CEOQ, said that operating
flights to Najaf expands the RJ
network and strengthens the

Queen Alia International Airport
on their way to destinations
beyond Amman, particularly
serving Hajj and Umrah pilgrims.
Passengers can also continue
their travel to almost 1,000 des-
tinations served by any of RJ's
partners in the oneworld air-
line alliance.RJ will operate two

«Qatar Airways» the third in
the list of the top 10
airlines globally

13/7/2015. Travel Leisure announced the award
for best airline in the world during 2015 based
on a survey read traveler and views on trips
and amenities, customer service and meals
provided and travel programs.And Singapore
Airlines topped the best rating in the world,
came «Emirates» in second place and then
Qatar Airways in third place.

Levant strategy, which focuses
mainly on boosting operations
in the Middle East and opening
new destinations in order to
help the growing air transport
within the region.Misto added
that the service between Najaf
and Amman will also serve Iraqi
passengers transiting though

weekly flights to Najaf, raising
the number of flights between
Jordan and Iraq to 31 weekly,
including 12 weekly flights to
Baghdad, nine to Erbil and four
weekly flights to each of Basra
and Sulaymaniyah, in addition
to the two halted flights to Mo-
sul.
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QATAR AIRWAYS AND ROYAL AIR MAROC
ANNOUNCE STRATEGIC JOINT BUSINESS PARTNERSHIP

atar Airways and Royal Air Maroc

have announced the launch of a
strategic joint business agreement on
their services between the State of Qa-
tar and the Kingdom of Morocco.Qatar
Airways Group Chief Executive, His Excel-
lency Mr. Akbar Al Baker and Royal Air
Maroc Chairman and CEO, Mr. DrissBen-
hima signed the joint business agree-
ment today at the Arabian Travel Market
in Dubai, in the presence of internatio-
nal press and travel trade partners.The
joint business will benefit passengers
by providing enhanced links between
Qatar and Morocco, greater choice of
flights to more destinations and impro-
ved frequent flyer benefits. With this new
agreement, passengers will be able to
purchase a single itinerary combining
flights on both carriers’ global networks,
affording them the ease of one-stop tic-
keting and baggage check-in.Royal Air
Maroc will be operating three weekly
flights with a Boeing 787 Dreamliner
to Doha complimenting Qatar Airways’
existing seven times weekly flights to
Casablanca, giving passengers the flexi-
bility of using a combination of flights
from both airlines between Qatar and
Morocco, significantly increasing their
options.Qatar Airways and Royal Air
Maroc will also be improving flight trans-
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fers for passengers through enhancing
and expanding the code-share network
beyond their respective hub cities of
Doha and Casablanca’Strengthening
the ties between Qatar and Morocco,
the joint business with Royal Air Maroc
is a major win for Qatar Airways' passen-
gers flying to Casablanca, and beyond to
destinations in Africa,” said the airline’s

Group Chief Executive His Excellency Mr.
Al Baker. "This is great news for passen-
gers doing business in African cities and
for leisure travellers as well, and we look
forward to having them experience our
award-winning service, particularly as
they may have previously used alterna-
tive gateways to get to their final desti-
nation.’

Government to retain 75pc stake in Kuwait Airways

Kuwait’s government has approved a
new structure for the privatisation of
Kuwait Airways under which the state will
own 75 per cent of the carrier, it said on
Sunday, excluding potential investors such
as Jazeera Airways .Under the new propo-
sal, approved by Transport Minister Issa Al-
Kandari, 20 per cent of the airline’s shares
will be offered to Kuwaiti citizens, five per
cent to current and retired employees, and
the government will retain the rest, a sta-
tement on Kuwait’s news agency (Kuna)

website said.Parliament’s Financial and
Economic Committee will meet to vote on
the approved proposal before it is finalized.
Previous proposals put government’s stake
at 20 to 40 per cent and allowed strategic
investors to own up to 35 per cent.Kuwait’s
parliament first approved a plan to priva-
tize the loss-making Kuwait Airways Corp.
(KAC) in 2008, but the process has been
repeatedly held up. Privatisation was ini-
tially delayed as the company planned to
first restructure the airline.Kuwait Airways

agreed during 2014 to purchase 10 wide-
body Boeing 777-300ER and 25 new Air-
bus aircraft including the A320-neos and
A350s, in an attempt to launch new routes.
The acquisitions raised the asset value to
2 billion dinars (56.61 billion), the state-
ment said.Kuwait's low-cost carrier Jazeera
Airways on May 31 said it filed an interest
to acquire 35 per cent stake in the state-
owned carrier.The new proposal would
exclude domestic carrier competitors, such
as Jazeera Airways as potential bidders.
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News

Tunisia: Tunisair Reinforces Its Fleet With New Aircraft

unisair fleet will be reinforced next November with a
Tnew aircraft type A320, CEO of the national carrier Sa-
IwaSghaier told TAP correspondent in Erbil,(capital of the
autonomous region of Irag’s Kurdistan).By 2017, the fleet will
be reinforced by 8 other aircraft, including 6 Airbus (A 320)
and two aircraft type (A330), she added.These purchases are
part of the company’s strategy to enhance its positioning
on the Mediterranean market through reinforcing its fleet,
diversifying and introducing new products, stressed Sghaier
who was speaking on the sidelines of the inauguration of
the sales office of Tunisair in Erbil after the launch of the first
direct flight between this city and Tunisia last June 1.0n its

part, Tunisair Technics (subsidiary of Tunisair in charge of air-
crafttechnical maintenance and equipment of the company)
has set up a new strategy based on entry into international
markets by providing services to foreign airlines.The compa-
ny has already completed the maintenance of a number of
airplanes of foreign companies, including «Ghedames Air»
and «Libyan Airlines,» noted ImedMhiri, Director General of
Tunisair Technics.Tunisair Technics, which currently employs
1,200 workers, will sign two partnership agreements to train
aircraft technicians in standards of the quality management
system PART 147, besides modernising aircraft maintenance
workshops.

Air traffic management focus of key meeting

he Transportation and Telecommu-

nications Ministry will host the 15th
meeting of the Middle East Regional Air
Navigation Planning and Implementation
Group. will discuss a number of topics
including air traffic management in the
Middle East region, search and rescue,
flight information and communication,
navigation, surveillance systems, meteo-
rology, aeronautical information systems,
and safety reports prepared by the Regio-
nal the Middle East Regional Monitoring
Agency which is chaired by and hosted by
Bahrain»We expect to see strong repre-
sentation from all of the countries in the
region as well as some from outside the
region, and international organisations
involved in planning and implementation
of air navigation systems at this important
meeting,» Transportation and Telecom-
munications Ministry acting under-se-

cretary for civil aviation affairs Ahmed Al
Nemah said.»The topics that are set to be
discussed at the meeting are all in support
of implementing the Middle East Region

Air Navigation strategy which has been
developed as per the ICAO Global Air
Navigation Plan.»Bahrain has exceptio-
nal strength in the field of air navigation

management gained from more than 60
years' experience in the region, dating
back to the 1950s.»

Saudi Arabian Airlines in talks to buy 50 Airbus planes

uropean planemaker Airbus is in talks to sell up to 50 aircraft
to Saudi Arabian Airlines, sources familiar with the matters
told Reuters on Sunday. The deal could include 30 A320neo
planes and up to 20 A330 aircraft, the sources said, speaking

ahead of the June 15-21 Paris air show. Based on list prices, the
deal could be worth around $8.2 billion. French newspaper La
Tribune earlier reported Saudi Arabian Airlines was close to a
deal to buy A330 planes.
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News

The appointment of HE Abdullah
Al Subaie as the Chairman of Qatar
Civil Aviation Authority QCAA

H the Emir Sheikh Tamim Bin Hamad Al-Thani issued the

Emiri Decision No. (26) of 2015 appointing Mr. Abdul-
lah Nasser Turki Al Subaie as Chairman of the Civil Aviation
Authority to succeed Mr. Abdul Aziz Mohammed Al Noaimi.
Mr. Abdullah Al Subaie has served as the director of the joint
services department at QCAA; he is well known for his high
human values, his outstanding communication skills, and his
high sense of responsibility in terms of the optimal manage-
ment of human resources and financial affairs. Mr. Al Subaie
has an extensive experience in the civil aviation sector acqui-
red through his involvement in various projects, conferences,
summits, and meetings at the Arabic, regional, and interna-
tional levels.
Gaining the great honor of being appointed to this high level
position is an evidence of his successful career path characte-
rized by outstanding skills and valuable achievements. These
qualifications are also in harmony with the effective role that
the State of Qatar plays in terms of the continuous support
provided to all ACAC activities.
On this occasion, the ACAC Magazine department is honored
to extend its warmest congratulations to HE Al Subaie on his
appointment, and takes the opportunity to wish him every
success in his new duties.

MoU with the Arab Tourism Organizatio

L

Amemorandum of understanding was signed  tion Commission and the Arab Tourism Organiza-
on 8 June 2015 between the Arab Civil Avia-  tion by Mr. Mohamed Sherif, Director General of

n

ACAC, and Dr. Bander bin Fahd al-Fehaid, Head
of the Arab Tourism Organization, and in the
presence of His Excellency Dr. Nabil ElAraby, the
Secretary General of the League of Arab States,
accompanied by his deputy Ambassador Ahmed
Ben Helli, and also Dr. Mohammed Bin Ibrahim
Al-Tuwaijri, the Assistant Secretary General of the
Arab League for Economic Affairs.

This MoU was signed in the framework of coo-
peration and integration between the specia-
lized Arab organizations in order to achieve the
Arab common interests and the charter of the
League of Arab States. This MoU is mainly aimed
to the cooperation in many fields including the
exchange of information and statistical data and
even economic studies about how to encourage
tourism and therefore create a thriving air trans-
port industry, the organization of joint workshops
and seminars about the role of air transport as
a support for the tourism movement within the
Arab world, and also about the impact of tourism
and civil aviation on the national economy and
other similar topics.
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Importance of
training in development
of civil aviation

he cornerstone for the development of any

sector, institution or company is the capacity
of human resources and the extent to possess
professional for renewable and knowledge of the
ingredients that keep pace with technological
developments and new innovations, approaches
and modern roads and successful methods in
management, which confirms the consolidation
of the status of education and formation , trai-
ning and rehabilitation in all strategic policies,
including the sector of Civil Aviation who knows
developments and transformations require acce-
lerated rehabilitation and continuous training of
human resources, especially in the technical side
to deal with the mechanisms and technological
equipment which needs operation and mainte-
nance optimally and required quality.
International Civil Aviation Organization has
adopted a strong and binding procedures for
Contracting Member States to emphasize the
importance of formation and training where the
organization headed towards many new opera-
tional concepts by supporting the transition from
track-based to performance based orientation,
which requires training and formation of the hu-
man element capable of running departments
and sections of aviation system , capable to ope-
rate the modern technological equipments and
to spread the benefits to aircraft operators and
airspace users, as well as equipment electronic
for aviation security , in addition to the procedu-
res of the economics of air transport , Aviation
Airworthiness , management of airports , aviati-
on laws , aviation environment and the reduction
of emissions, taking into account the new role of
regional organizations .

Mohamed Ibrahim Sherif

Director General Arab Civil
Aviation Commission(ACAC)

o] /=] M

The development and the modernization in the
field of civil aviation industry is going very fast
by virtue of competition between manufacturers
that drive toward greater innovation and other
relevant factors , accuracy and quality of techni-
cal products. So to keep the Arab aviation market
globally in continuous competition , necessary
training and qualification of human resources of
engineers and observers, administrators and spe-
cialists in various fields of civil aviation .

Keeping abreast of developments and technical
innovations, daily views and the accuracy of ope-
ration, all these factors pushing everyone to en-
gage in the configuration and training by partici-
pating in renewable formative seminars , training
courses and specialized workshops in accordance
with a detailed program that includes the requi-
rements of the labor market and to absorb new
knowledge and experience in order to rehabili-
tate and to provide specialized employees.
Under the new policy of Arab Civil Aviation Com-
mission which gives priorities to formation and
training by delivering a training program with de-
tailed agenda includes all the terms of reference,
to give chance to candidates from Member States
to take advantage of new developments, infor-
mation and knowledge in the areas of security
, safety, air transport , environmental influence,
aviation law, management, economics , marke-
ting and trade, by international experts for pro-
viding the participants the new information and
technologies.

The Arab Civil Aviation Commission adopt the
policy of formation and training to enhance coo-
peration and relations and to exchange of expe-
riences and expertise between member states
and regional and international organizations in-
cluding training institutions.

The human resources investment by formation,
training and rehabilitation is the actual object to
meet the challenges and engage in the process
of development and growth to achievement of
the desired objectives to keep the Arab Aviation
system safe and secure among other similar re-
gional systems.
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HISTORY

ACAC was established in June 1996 (organization
of the Arab League) as a regional organization
for coordination and cooperation among Arab
countries and with other parts of the world in the
field of civil aviation. The Treaty establishing the
Commission has been signed by Arab countries
and has till now been ratified by the legislative
and executive bodies of 18 Arab countries, The
other Arab countries are in the process of rati-
fying the Treaty.

OBJECTIVES

Toenhance cooperation and coordinationamong
Arab countries in the field of civil aviation.

- To set a general plan for developing civil avia-
tion in Arab countries and ensuring its safety.

- To develop Arab civil aviation in order to meet
the needs of Arab countries for a safe, secure and
regular air transport.

ACTIVITIES

To coordinate and unify the views of ACAC mem-
ber-states in the field of civil aviation.

To promote understanding on policy matters
among ACAC member-states and with other
parts of the world.

To encourage and support integration among
Arab air carriers.

To encourage and support the sector of aviation
worldwide and to enhance its use by ACAC mem-
ber-states.

To encourage the use of standard rules, specifica-
tions and methods of work recommended by the
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO).
To support arrangements among member-states
for the implementation of the regional plans re-
commended by ICAO with regard to the use of
CNS/ATM.

To develop relations of cooperation with the in-
ternational and regional organizations that deal
with civil aviation.

To monitor technological changes in the aviation
industry and to evaluate the necessary actions
to be taken by ACAC members to meet the chal-
lenge.

To undertake research and studies in economic,

legal, technical and safety matters related to the
work of the member-states in the area of civil
aviation.

To encourage coordination and harmonization of
procedures, rules and regulations of civil aviation
among member-countries.

To facilitate the exchange of information on sa-
fety matters and to enhance the awareness of air
safety among members-states.

To coordinate training programs and to encou-
rage development of training centers in order to
meet present and future needs of people wor-
king in civil aviation.

To study and evaluate, on request of one or more
member-states, any situation that might hinder
the development of air transport, air navigation
or air safety in the Arab countries.

The Executive Council: composed
of nine members elected by the
General Assembly

Organizational

the organizational structure of ACAC consists of :

the general Assembly : composed by presidents
or general directors of civil aviation authorities
of the member states and meets once every two
years; it elaborates the program and the budget
of the ACAC.

The Executive Council: composed of nine mem-
bers elected by the General Assembly for a term
of two years from among the presidents and
general directors of civil aviation authorities. It
meets twice a year

To discuss issues facing the civil aviation sector
in Arab countries; and identify appropriate ac-
tions; such as to promote the development of ci-
vil aviation. It proposes to the General Assembly
the program and the budget of ACAC and imple-
ments the decisions of the General Assembly.
General directorate: it is the governing body of
the ACAC. It is headed by a general director elec-
ted by the General Assembly for a four-year term;
with the possibility of re-election once time.

The General Director is responsible for imple-
menting the recommendations and decisions of
the General Assembly and the Executive Council;
and prepares projects

And activities of the ACAC.
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