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Joint ACAOQ/ICAO ASBU Symposium
for EURO/NAT and MID Regions

10-13 December 2018 in Marrakech

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization (ACAQO) and the
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAQO) organized
jointly an international symposium, at Marrakech
(Morocco) during December 10 to 13th,2018 entitled
"ACAQ/ICAO EUR and MID Aviation System Block
Upgrades (ASBU)".

The objective of the Symposium is to raise awareness on
the latest global air navigation developments, including
the outcome of the 13th Air Navigation Conference
(AN-Conf/13), review the status of implementation of the
ASBU Modules and address associated challenges based
on lessons learned and best practices. The Symposium
will also provide an opportunity to explore ways and
means to support the implementation of the agreed air
navigation priorities taking into consideration airspace
users’ requirements, fleet equipage, infrastructure,
interoperability and inter-regional coordination, and
address the Regional and National planning for ASBU
implementation.
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Activities ACAO

Coordination meeting between the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization (ACAO) and the Arab Air Carriers Organization

(AACO)

Rabat, Kingdom of Morocco, 17 July 2018

Within the framework of improving
coordination between civil aviation
activities in the region and unifying
efforts to enhance the level of
coordination and continuous
cooperation with international and
regional organizations, HE Eng.
Abdelnabi Manar, Director General of
the Arab Civil Aviation Organization
(ACAQO), held a coordination
meeting with the Arab Air Carriers
Organization (AACO) on 17 July
2018 in Rabat-Morocco.

HE Mr. Abdulwahab Toufaha,
Secretary-General, Arab Air Carriers

-

Organization  (AACO), |

between the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization and the Arab Air
Carriers Organization and Ways to
develop air transport activity among

provided
mainly an overview of the Arab Air
Carriers Organization, Joint issues

Arab countries

In conclusion, the attendees agreed
to continue coordination and work
side by side for the benefit of both
parties and to enhance the work of
the Organization in the development
of the Arab civil aviation system.

The 4th Meeting Of the Arab Committee to Follow up the
Implementation of Sustainable Development Goals 2030 In the

Arab region

Arab League-Cairo - Egypt 30/06 — 01/07/2018

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization,
represented by Eng. Mohamed
REJEB, Air Navigation and Air Safety
Expert, attended the 4th Meeting Of
the Arab Committee to Follow up
the Implementation of Sustainable
Development Goals 2030 In the
Arab region held at League Arab
Headquarters Cairo - Egypt 30/06 —
01/07/2018

Forty three (43) participants attended
the meeting from fourteen (14)

member States of Arab League
and eleven (11) international
Organizations.

The main issues tackled during this
meeting are:

° Cooperation between the
Committee and the specialized Arab
Ministerial Councils

e Arab Science and Technology
Network for Sustainable Development
° Indicators of sustainable

development in the Arab region
e Economic growth and sustainable
financing in the Arab region

e Preparation for the Arab Summit
Fourth Session (Lebanon 2019)

e Preparations for the Arab Week for
Sustainable Development

e Reports and presentations on
progress in the implementation of
sustainable development goals 2030

The Forth Meeting of the JPO Steering Committee,
Brussels-Belguim 11-12 September 2018

On the 11 and 12 September
2018 in Brussels, Belguim, the 4th
Meeting of the Steering Committee
gathered 20 participants from AUC,
EC, AFCAC, ACAC, ASECNA and
regional economic  communities
among which ECCAS, EAC, IGAD,
ECOWAS, COMESA.

This intensive two-day but fruitful
working  sessions enabled SC
Members to address the various

aspects of the work programme
and to make the necessary
recommendations to fast-track the
implementation of the Action, this as
per their main mandate to oversee
and validate the overall strategic
direction and policy of The Action
“Support to the Joint Programme
Office (JPO)”

The 4th Meeting was an opportunity
for all RECs to exchange and

share their experience regarding
advancement of the Action at their
respective  Modules level while
discussing initiatives such as CBA
Studies performed by JPO as well
as the CBA studies performed by the
EC in the framework of ACACO for
GCC plus Irag and Yemen presented
by the representative of ACAO Eng.
Mohamed REJEB.
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Activities ACAO

Sixth Meeting of the RASG-MID Steering
Committee (RSC/6)
(Cairo, Egypt, 25 - 27 June 2018)

. Organizations

(ACAOQ, IATA,
- ICAQ, IFATCA)
and one (01)
industry (Boeing).

The meeting
was provided
with  an update
on the latest

developments
in the revision of
the GASP, for the
2020-2022 Edition,
tools to support the implementation of
State Safety Programme (SSP), Safety
ManagementManual, the Global Aviation
Safety Oversight Systems (GASOS) and
the regional safety activities/initiatives
such as the establishment of MENA-
RSOO and AIG MENA Cooperation
Mechanism

The Sixth Meeting of the RASG-MID

Steering  Committee  (RSC/6) was
successfully held at the ICAO Middle
East Office, Cairo, Egypt, from 25
to 27 June 2018. Twenty seven (27)
participants attended the meeting, from
eleven (11) States (Bahrain, Egypt, Iran,
Jordan, Kuwait, Libya, Oman, Saudi
Arabia, Sudan, United Arab Emirates
and United States), four (04) international

FIFTH MID REGIONAL COORDINATION
MEETING (MID RCM/5)
(4-5 July 2018 Cairo, Egypt)

The Fifth MID Regional Coordination
Meeting (MID RCM/5)  was
successfully held at ICAO MID Office
Cairo, Egypt, on 4-5 July 2018.
18 participants attended the meeting
from 4 organizations, ACAC, IFATCA,
IATA and ICAO and Representatives
from RASG MID and MIDANPIRGO
The meeting was opened by Mr.
Mohamed Rahma, ICAO Regional
Director, Middle East Office, and Eng.
Abdennabi Manar, Director General
of Arab Civil Aviation Organization
who welcomed the participants and
thanked ICAQO for the warm welcome
and excellent hospitality.

The aim of thismeetingisto strengthen
the cooperation between the different
Organizations in the Region, facilitate
coordination of civil aviation activities

and avoid efforts duplication. This
meeting provides a forum to discuss
any issue pertaining to civil aviation,
openly and frankly and facilitates
bilateral and regional cooperation in
areas of common interest, in order to

improve coordination of civil aviation
activities in the Region and join efforts
for the enhancement of safety, air
navigation capacity and efficiency,
security and environment protection.
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Activities ACAO

In the framework of the 36th Plenary
Session of the European Civil Aviation
Conference, H.E. Eng. Abdulnabi
Manar, Director General of the Arab
Civil Aviation Organization (ACAQ),
held a coordination meeting with
Ms. Fang Liu, the Secretary General
of the International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAQ), inthe presence
of the Regional Director of ICAO-EUR
Office and ACAQO Air Navigation and
Aviation Safety Expert on 11 July
2018 in Strasbourg, France.

The two sides discussed ways of

cooperation and joint coordination
under the signed memorandum of
cooperation. They highlighted also
the importance of unifying the views

especially the preparation of a joint
work program to support the member
states in all areas of international civil
aviation.

on the common interest issues,

(2-4 July 2018 Cairo, Egypt)

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization, represented by Eng.
Mohamed REJEB, Air Navigation and Air Safety Expert,
attended the Third Meeting of Air Navigation Systems
Implementation Group (ANSIG/3) held at ICAO MID
Office Cairo, Egypt, on 2-4 July 2018.

Thirty three (83) participants attended the meeting
from five (5) States (Egypt, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Sudan
and United Arab Emirates) and four (04) international
Organizations (ACAO, IATA, ICAO, IFATCA).

The aim of this meeting are mainly to:

e ensure that the implementation of Air Navigation
Systems in the MID Region is coherent and compatible
with developments in adjacent regions, and is in line
with the ATM Operational Concept (Doc 9854), Global
Air Navigation Plan (GANP), the Aviation System Block
Upgrades (ASBU) methodology and the MID Region Air
Navigation Plan/Strategy,

e provide a platform for harmonization of developments
and deployments of the MID Air Navigation Systems,

e keep under review the MID Region Air Navigation
Strategy, and propose changes to the MID Region Air
Navigation Plan/Strategy and Air Navigation priorities
and;

e seek to achieve common understanding and support

Issue I September

from all stakeholders involved in or affected by the Air
Navigation Systems developments/activities in the MID
Region;
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International Civil Aviation Organization
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Activities ACAO

Joint ACAO/IATA FRMS & Safety Audit program (IOSA)
Workshop Elmouradi Gammarth-Tunis (Tunisia)

P
The Arab Civil Aviation Organization
organized a workshop on «Risk
Management and Safety Audit
Program» (FRMS & I0SA) in
cooperation with the International
Air Transport Association (IATA) and
Tunisair at the Mouradi Gammarth
Hotel (Tunis, Tunisia) on 5-6
September 2018. This Workshop
aims to provide an overview on
a prescriptive approach and a
performance-based approach
for managing fatigue and on the
fundamental changes that are
required in the shift towards a
performance-based approach.

It will also help participants to better
understand how to incorporate the
IOSA process into internal Quality
Assurance program, and how to
ensure the following four aspects
of airline operations: continued
conformity with IOSA, implementation
of IOSA Standards, increased
reliability of quality assurance
functions, and standardization of the
auditing  process.

The aviation industry provides one
of the safest modes of transportation
in the world. Nevertheless, a safety
critical  industry  must  actively

5-6 September 2018

13
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manage hazards with the potential to
impact safety. Crew member fatigue
is now acknowledged as a hazard
that predictably degrades various
types of human performance and
can contribute to aviation accidents
and incidents. Fatigue is inevitable in
24/7 operations because the human
brain and body function optimally
with unrestricted sleep at night.
Therefore, as fatigue cannot be
eliminated, it must be managed.

The Fatigue Risk Management
System (FRMS) approach represents
an opportunity for service providers
to use advances in scientific
knowledge to improve safety, use
resources more efficiently and
increase  operational  flexibility.
FRMS has additional requirements
to ensure a level of safety that is at
least equivalent to that achieved
by operating within the prescriptive
limitations and considering fatigue as
one of the risks to be managed using
generic SMS processes.

An FRMS applies principles and
processes from the field of safety
management system (SMS)
development and use, tailored to the
specific risks relating to fatigue.

The implementation of FRMS in
aircraft operations is an established
means of managing Fatigue risk and
improving operational safety. There
should be no excuses for anyone
connected with aircraft operations to
not want to be involved.

Consistent with SMS, FRMS seeks to
achieve a realistic balance between
safety, productivity, and costs.

The IATA Operational Safety Audit
(IOSA) program is an internationally
recognized and accepted evaluation
system designed to assess the
operational management and control
systems of an airline.

This workshop was attended by 100
participants from the civil aviation
authority  (safety ~ management),
aviation personnel, flight supervisors,
internal auditors, air traffic controllers,
engineers representing 5 ACAO

Member States (Tunisia, Morocco,
the People’s Democratic Republic
of Algeria, Libya and Saudi Arabia)
as well as (05) five international and
regional organizations (ACAQ, ICAQ,
IATA, IFALPA, IFATCA).
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Activities ACAO

36th Plenary Session of the European
Civil Aviation Conference

(10-11 July 2018 Strasbourg, France)

As part of ongoing coordination
and cooperation with international
and regional organizations, a high-
level delegation from the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization (ACAQO), led by
HE Eng. Abdelnabi Manar, Director
General of the Organization and
Eng. Mohamed Rejeb, Air Navigation
and Aviation Safety Expert, attended

in the 36th Plenary Session of the
European Civil Aviation Conference

Directors General of the 44 European
Civil Aviation Conference (ECAC)
Member States came together with
high level representatives from a
wide range of ICAO Member States
and international  organisations,

including ICAO, the European
Commission, EUROCONTROL,
EASA, IATA and ACAQ, in order to
debate current issues in international
civil aviation and adopt the ECAC
work programme and budget for the
next three years.

On the second day of the
conference, Eng. Abdelnabi Manar,
Director General of the Arab Civil
Aviation  Organization  (AACO),
addressed a welcoming speech
stressing the importance of joint
cooperation emphasising on the
most important activities carried out
in cooperation with the European
Civil Aviation Commission (ECAC)
within the framework of the signed
memorandum  of understanding.

International News

Duqgm Airport’s new passenger terminal operations start today

The new passenger terminal at
Dugm Airport will open on Monday
with a grand launch ceremony
planned by the Ministry of Transport
and Communications (MoTC).

Operations in the old terminal
ended after the last flight, operated
by Oman Air, took off for Muscat
at 10am on Sunday. “The last
Oman Air flight has taken off from
Dugm Airport (current terminal) as
a preparation to operate the new
terminal tomorrow,” MoTC tweeted
on Sunday. The ministry stated that
the new terminal will receive its
first flight - Oman Air WY935 - from
Muscat at 2:25 pm on Monday,
while the first flight to depart from
the building will be WY936 to
Muscat at 5pm. The old terminal
started operations on Renaissance
Day 2014 - July 23. “Our thanks to
all our strategic partners who have
made sincere efforts to ensure the

success of operations in it,” Oman
Airports, the authority that manages
all the airports in the country, said
in a statement. During the fourth
anniversary celebrations of the
airport on July 23 this year, Sheikh
Aiman bin Ahmed al Hosni, CEO of
Oman Airports, had announced that
work on the new passenger terminal
at Dugm Airport was nearing
completion and that it would open in
September. “It has been managed
100 per cent by Omanis since
starting operations in the temporary
airport in July 2014. The airport
has achieved the aims for which it
was set up,” he said.According to
Sheikh Hosni, the airport connects
Dugm to cities across the world. “It
complements the great efforts made
by the Special Economic Zone
Authority in Dugm to put it on the
world economic map and leverage
its strategic location. The runway is

designed to receive all types and
sizes of aircraft and has a terminal
with the capacity to handle 500,000
passengers annually.”The airport
received 120,000 passengers since
it started operations till mid-July this
year on the Muscat-Dugm route.
Oman Air has operated 3,000 flights
- six flights weekly.The passenger
terminal, spread over 5,600sg m,
has two boarding bridges, five
check in-out counters and a runway
of 4km length and 75m width that
can receive the biggest aircraft
in the world. The eight-storey
building includes a 37m air traffic
control tower and offices for air
observatories. The new passenger
terminal is equipped with eight
baggage check-in systems, five
cabins for car rentals and hotel
reservations, in addition to airline
offices and a VIP lounge.
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International News

HIA adheres to aviation industry standards

HAMAD  International
in cooperation with
Transport  Association  (IATA)  has
implemented  the IATA  Simplified
Invoicing and Settlement (SIS) platform.
This is an electronic invoicing system that
streamlines the air transport industry’s
billing and settlement activities by
optimising and reducing the cost of
back-office processes, unifying invoicing
standards and reducing paper waste
and ultimately fostering a simpler and
more efficient environment for airlines
and aviation business partners.

Since the implementation of the SIS
platform, HIA has billed 46 invoices per
month for 23 airlines as well as billed a
total revenue of QR150 million per year
with a significant cost saving of 2 percent
per year. HIA’s migration to the SIS
platform sets adhere to the latest invoice
data standards for the aviation industry
and will see a significant reduction

Airport

(HIA)
International Air

of manual labour and
paper-driven activities
such as invoicing and
dispute handling as well
as delivering tangible
financial benefits to the
industry.

It will also eliminate
unnecessary paperwork,
mail charges and courier
fees as well as mitigate
the risks related to lost
documents and internal
paper handling as well as
improve control over cash flows, as data
is being directly linked to the payable
systems of airlines.

With the SIS platform, HIA’s next step is
to integrate full automation of the billing
and settlement system through the
IATA Clearing House (ICH) which will
help in providing settlement services
for the airport. The ICH enables the
world’s airlines and industry suppliers
to settle their passenger, cargo, non-
transportation billings by applying the
principles of off-set and netting. The ICH
also offers protection in the event of a
payment default and/or bankruptcy.
Sujata Suri, vice-president, Strategy and
Development, said:»HIA’s integration
to the SIS platform is a great step
towards achieving full automation of
the airports billing for all invoiced trade.
This will considerably speed up time
spent on billing and settlement as well

as document management processes.
Using the SIS platform is part of HIA's
strong commitment to environmental
excellence and responsible business

practices.»
Aleks Popovich, IATA’s senior vice-
president, Financial and Distribution

Services, said:»Congratulations to HIA
for implementing [|ATA’s Simplified
Invoicing and Settlement platform. HIA
joins a network of some 2,500 airlines,
suppliers, airports and other transport
providers that have adopted SIS for its
efficiency and cost savings. SIS will also
support HIA in achieving its ambitious
environmental programme through the
reduction of paper-based billing and
settlement  activities. »

SIS is the aviation industry’s electronic
invoicing service provided by [ATA.
Since its inception, more than 1,500
airlines and air operators have joined the
SIS network. Through the SIS platform, an
operator can submit a single electronic
billing file that is then converted into an
invoice and a settlement file which will
help to avoid record duplication and
improve efficiency by integrating a unified
e-invoicing standard  (IS-XML). The
platform also enables the participant to
choose from options such as automated
invoice validation and offers a variety of
other beneficial functions.

Riyadh is named as the headquarter for the Regional Safety
Oversight Organization for MENA

The General Authority of Civil Aviation
(GACA) has announced the selection
of the city of Riyadh as the headquarter
for the Regional Safety Oversight
Organization for the Middle East and
North Africa (RSOO - MENA).

The organization aims to promote the
safe and effective use of civil aviation
within the confines of Member States
and non-member States. In addition, of
developing guidance materials, conduct
studies, training and consultations, as
well as assisting Member States in the
development and implementation of the
State Safety Program. The Organization
also aim to assist States in fulfilling their
safety oversight obligations under the
Chicago Convention and its annexes,
including all other procedures and
requirements related to air safety.
The President of GACA, Abdul Hakeem
Al-Tamimi, announced that having the

Kingdom as the host to the headquarter
of the Regional Safety Oversight
Organization for the Middle East and
North Africa confirms the Kingdom’s
leadership in the field of civil aviation. This
in view of the great support received by
the civil aviation sector by the Custodian
of the Two Holy Mosques and His Royal
Highness, the Crown Prince.

He added: “That hosting the organization
headquarter is one of the initiatives
offered by Saudi Arabia at the regional
and international level to contribute in the
support and the development of aviation
safety”.

Al-Tamimi added that the Kingdom’s
hosting of the headquarter of (RSOO-
MENA) clearly contributes to the
implementation of the best practices
in the civil aviation industry and help
in the exchange of expertise among
specialists.  Furthermore, it provides

technical facilities in the field of civil
aviation to carry out the tasks of auditing
and inspection required to ensure the
highest safety standards and aviation
security. It is also worth noting that the
organization is constantly helping in the
use and development of civil aviation in
a safe and effective manner within and
outside  organization.

He went on to say that, the organization
is contributing to the widening of the
government aviation safety training
program for inspectors in an effort to
enhance technical knowledge and know-
how of national inspectors. Moreover,
to further develop and implement a
regional training program that enhances
the skills and technical knowledge that is
required of civil aviation employees in the
organization Member States.
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'#—i Arab air transport

l

Eng. Manar abdennebi
DG, ACAO

The air transport sector in the Arab
countries recorded significant progress
compared to the rest of the world; and
all the forecasts confirm this progress
to the twenty coming years.

The Arab countries are aware of
the importance of air transport in
the development of their economy,
especially their contribution to the
gross national product and the
creation of employment opportunities,
making great efforts to increase their
capabilities to secure safe and sound
air transport, to achieve the highest
levels of quality and to allocate large
investments to expand infrastructure
and develop aircraft fleets.

The standards adopted by international
institutions and international air
transport operators confirm that the
Arab countries are the top countries
in terms of quality of air comers, and
airports services and airports, which
are the most attractive to international
travelers, as well as the safety of air
navigation in airspace, airports and
aircraft, which is important in the
continuity and evolution of the air
transport industry.

In this article, |1 would like to outline
the importance of safety without
diminishing the other aspects of the
civil aviation sector, as it distinguishes
air transport compared to other
means of transport. The priority is that
several countries are based on safety
indicators to limit the air transport
activity, and even civil aviation
authorities.

In the late 1990s, the international

community also expanded the
functions of the International Civil
Aviation Organization (ICAO) to

include a continuous assessment
of the extent to which States had
implemented the standards and rules

In twenty years

for the application of the Chicago
Convention.

After more than 70 years of work
on the establishment of structures
and mechanisms for the adoption
of standards, rules, procedures and
evidence, there has been a lack of
implementation, as confirmed by the
results of civil aviation investigations.
This was a historic turning point
for the International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAO-USOAP),
adopted by Member States during
the General Assembly for a period of
three years, aimed at developing and
implementing corrective plans by the
civil aviation authorities.

It was a juncture for the civil aviation

authorities at the institutional and
legislative level by establishing
independent national and regional
oversight bodies that ensure the
safety and security of civil aviation
through continuous monitoring of air
operations.

The Arab countries, in turn, have been
involved in the implementation of this
program as they have achieved a
guantum leap in raising the level of
safety of civil aviation, including those
who have become the top of the list
of aviation authorities according to the
indicators of audits of the International
Civil Aviation Organization.

The Arab States through the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization, as a specialized
organization of the Arab League, seek
to increase the performance of Arab
work, thus enhancing cooperation,
integration and coordination to meet
the common challenges in the civil
aviation sector by supporting all
civil aviation authorities to build their
capacity by providing training and
expertise And technical assistance.

Translation from arabic
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The doors of «Arab Aviation Magazine» are always open to all
participants and readers who want to take advantage from this
scientific space, and we will be more than pleased to submit your
suggestions and observations, because we are seeking improvement
and aiming to develop.

We hope that we will be achieving our objectives with God's help and
your support.
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