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Join us to celebrate youth in aviation across borders by attending the Second International Aviation
Youth Circle, an initiative governed by the UAE Federal Youth Authority and organized by the UAE
General Civil Aviation Authority (GCAA) Youth Council in collaboration with the Young African
Aviation Professional Association (YAAPA).
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Month of Knowledge
For The Future of ANS

| @

Effectiveness of AIM functions, systems, & processes
6™ Au 2020 12:00 UAE | 08:00 UTC

A presentation of the aeronautical information functions that are a State
responsibility, and the systems and processes to effectively and efficiently fulfill
these roles

Who Should Attend?

ATM community i.e. Aerodromes, Airspace users (Airline  TM service providers

and State Regulatory authorities.



ffic Flow Management
120 12:00 UAE | 08:00 UTC

n to Air Traffic Flow Management as part of the ATM ect n an:
how collaboration of the aviation community contributes to an optimal and efficient
resource utilizatio

Who Should Attend?
of the extended aviation community a who want to
about how to manage the challenges in a con

Month of Knowledge

For The Futur

Future of ATC Training
110

12:00 UAE | 08:00 UTC

An intr n to ATC sections, parts and divisions. An insight of how air traffic
control training will look like in the future and how it would adapt to integration of
drones, hypersonic traffic, & data lin

Who Should Attend?

General public, aspi s. Educational institutions,

Effective Quality & Compliance Audit for ANSP
130

12:00 UAE | 08:00 UTC

reducing re

Who Should Attend?
Aviation Quality and
interest in qual

Month of Knowledg
For The [F AN]
hinking in Safety
12:00 UAE | 08:00 UTC
ourage a ‘systems thinking’ approach to help make

rmance. Ways of thinking about systems, work and

Who Should Attend?

Aviation Safety personnel and any individuals/pro als with an interest in safety

Month of Knowledge
For The Future of ANS

AIP Digital Datasets
19

12:00 UAE | 08:00 UTC

datasets. The sessi the implementation
‘What”, “H hen” of the transition plan eleme

Who Should Attend?

National and States AIS offices, AIM vendors/indus
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Month of Knowledge
For The Future of ANS

€

Blockchain & Big Data in ANS
24¢

12:00 UAE | 08:00 UTC

What is “I 17 “Big o general, its.
benefits decision ma
industry cha

Who Should Attend?
Membe: students of the extended aviation community who want to learn
about th t developments with regards to Blockchain and Big Data in ANS

)

Month of Knowledge
For The Future of ANS

@

UTM - The New ATM Plus =
26" August 2020
e rapidly growing unmanned traffic is becoming an ial stakeholder in the

ATM world How will the new partner be integrated w. can we safely and
efficiently grow together?

Who Should Attend?
Members of the entire aviation community including international & natio
poli &ai rs

Month of Knowledge
For The Fuiure of ANS

System Wide Information Management (SWIM)
27" 2020

ing the transformation of the ANS infrastructure to a globally interoperab

em and its importance for the gl oadmap presented in Global Air
Navigation Plan (GANP) and what has been learned from the first-generation
implementations of SWIM enabled applications

Who Should Attend?

community including system architects, engineers,

d in SWIM as a strategic building block

ilitary Coordination

Benefits of Civil/Military Cooperation, to provide useful guidance based on ICAO
Circular330 with a special focus on Conditiona Route (CDR) and Airspace
Management Cell (AMC) operation, provide an overview of the new ICAO Doc 10088
and awareness on the implementation of the Free Routes Airspace (FRA) Concept

Who Should Attend?
Regional and National Civil Aviation Authorities, National Military
dustry Associations, & ANSPs.
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Row Labels 20-Jan 31-Aug-20
AirbusA380 Passenger 1,103,326 32,545
Boeing 747 (Passenger) 452,878 43,821
AirbusA340 257,183 52,332
AirbusA330 4,334,602 1,222,903
Boeing 777 Passenger 5,411,580 1,536,786
Boeing 767 Passenger 1,274,063 453,730
AirbusA350 1,344,747 651,652
Boeing 787 3,238,888 1,603,521
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% Change Weekon % Change V's20th

07-5ep-20 14-5ep-20 Week Jan
33,086 34,118 3.1% 96.9%
43,553 57,684 324% $7.3%
46,273 47375 24% $1.6%
1,140,528 1,200,638 5.3% 72.3%
1,569,342 1,609,337 2.5% -70.3%
434,977 461,779 6.2% §3.8%
625,352 652,109 4.3% 51.5%
1,600,905 1,610,495 0.6% 50.3%
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Slow cargo and passenger capacity recovery

Notwithstanding cost cutting
measures, airlines losses have
generated a cash flow decline in their
worst quarterly financial performance,
outweighed with a positive August
month performance, fragile demand
on fuel and its respective low prices
and a slow cargo and passenger
capacity recovery.

FINANCIAL INDICATORS

« Airline shares

-Being one of the industries strongly
hit by the Covid 19 pandemic, airline
stocks were not able to recover at the
same pace as other equity markets.
The restart was undoubtedly stalled
by quarantine measures imposed
by States, except for the month
of August that registered a wider
outperformance for airline equity
markets, where the news of rapid
testing and possible vaccines
boosted market performance with
North American Airlines registering
best figures so far building on the
possibility of government financial
aid to support their stocks.

« Airline losses

- Quarter 2 losses were at their
highest level and outpaced 2008
annual industry losses. Differences
among regions are clear with the
North American region registering
the highest net losses so far. Higher
Cargo yields helped the Asian Pacific
region reach profitability in Q2 after
the losses registered during Q1 but
competition worldwide might mitigate
this trend and challenge profitability.

- Cargo revenues to compensate
passenger losses

- With worldwide aircrafts being
grounded Q2 was so far the worst
quarter in terms of airline passengers

Source: IATA

revenues registering an 89 percent
decline with the exception of the
Pacific region supported by the
recovery of the domestic Chinese
market. Cargo shipments have
helped some airlines mitigate the
losses but could not compensate
the general decline in terms of seats
capacity and high vyields. Airlines
were forced to cut their operating
costs reducing labor force through
unpaid leaves initiatives and cutting
on other expenditures items reaching
52 per cent of operating costs
reduction vs 79 percent decline in
operating revenues.

« Cash outflow

- In order to face low incomes, airlines
deferred aircrafts deliveries and
introduced sharp cuts in their overall
expenditures but had to increase
their cash flows to reach 52 per cent,
which will result in rapid spending of
government cash supplies designed
to help support the airline industry.

* Fuel costs

- Stable fuel prices for the month of
August and a slight rebound in the
prices due to the supply disruptions
but a global demand still unsteady.
OPEC has revised its global demand
outlook for 2020 underlining an
estimate decrease of 9.5 barrels a
day compared to last year.

« Global yields

- Following the sharp decline in
global passenger leads, a 0.1 per
cent monthly increase was initiated
since June as boarders reopened
and repatriation flights were launched
with premium vyields registering a
sharper decline. On the overall global
passenger yields for 2020 were still
3.0 percent below 2019 levels.

+ Demand

- The dynamic of domestic markets
and European routes generated
a (global recovery in terms of
passengers demand reducing month
after month the decline rate compared
to the previous year. On the other
hand, air cargo demand continued
to improve with a 2.6 percent on the
month to month supported by the
manufacturing industry though this
rate is still below expectations due to
capacity shortages.

+ Capacity

- Since June, passenger’s capacity in
terms of seats continued to improve
due to airline boosting domestic and
intra-European capacity. On the other
hand, cargo capacity marked a 3.2
percent month to month improvement
nonetheless the downfall compared
to last year in terms of the industry’s
capacity due to lack of available
belly.

+ Deferring aircrafts deliveries

- Rescheduling of deliveries with
global manufacturers was initiated by
all airlines to cope with the declining
demand and general lockdown
consequences with 30 percent of
commercial aircrafts in storage.

° Passengers and
sideways trend

- Passengers’ capacity is still
beyond expected levels although
airlines are largely cutting fares and
stimulating passenger's demand
depends on airlines capacity to
restore their confidence in air travel.
High-level SA cargo levels highlighted
the issue of belly capacity. The
downward upward pressure on both
trends is expected to ease once the
full restart is initiated.

Cargo
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avoid several possible scenarios,
including  terrorizing  people
and generating a reluctance of
people to fly whilst cultivating a
phobia of air travel among young
people. Disasters that cause
mass deaths need more than
normal communication within the
sector, but rather raising the level
of communication to the level
of senior government officials in
order to increase the clarification
and play a more prominent role in
the rapid response and dealing
with the events. Changing the
brand can be considered as one
of the communication strategies to
show respect for the tragedy. This
includes social media accounts
and the website. It is important
that the update is done in real-
time and includes links to data
and information.

Small airlines:

The International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAO) announced
its expectations that air passenger
traffic will rise from three billion
passengers to double by 2030.
This is a good thing, but in terms of
communication, it requires a very
intense and focused preparation,
as accidents are only seen from
one perspective which does
not differentiate between one
country and another or between
a wide-body plane and another
small-sized plane. Airplanes that
carry humans are of one level of
importance, and here a problem
arises when small, «economical»
airlines enter the market and focus
on increasing the number of flights
and passengers without concern
for communication management.
Regardless of spending related
justifications, it is well known
that communication budgets
are the first items to be spent

on other affairs in times of crisis
and vice versa. Minor accidents
recorded by small companies
have turned into disasters due
to the bad management of the
media crisis. This is where the
importance of aviation authorities
appear, pushing them to develop
crisis information strategy that is
specific, effective, and applicable
and approved, for this industry
and those concerned with it. As
aviation affects the reputation of
countries before airlines.

Cyber threat: The Odessa
International Airport incident in
Ukraine constituted a dangerous
turn point in aviation accidents
arising from technology, and
attention shifted to the impact of
cyber-attacks on the civil aviation
industry and its ability to paralyze
air traffic in a few seconds. It is
true that the airport pursued its
operation  without interruption
thanks to the alternative systems
and the enhanced security system
after the airport announced on its
Facebook page that it had been
subject of an attack that targeted
information systems, which would
make the field of air navigation
vulnerable to a greater degree of
risks, such as terrorists targeting
air systems and aircraft.

With the new digital generations,
entities, institutions and individuals
must keep pace with cyber
challenges. It is no longer just a
matter of live broadcast platforms
that, although transformed into a
potential frontier in light of open
space and public’'s eagerness
for direct and real-time shows,
as the biggest challenge facing

the industry is the advanced
generations  of  cyber-attacks
systems targeting aircraft

operations and air navigation.
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Reports issued by appropriate
organizations indicate a lack
of communication between
private and public organizations
regarding  associated risks,
in particular cybersecurity, in
addition to the lack of coordination
between airlines and the media
in the event of aircraft accidents
or cyber-attacks, and the need
to further regulate business
rules and regulations related
to cybersecurity for navigation.
This comes amid the expansion
of the technological control of
the aviation sector; In order to
develop aircraft work systems,
create  wireless  maintenance
systems for them, as well as link
their information systems with
satellites and the Internet, and
make them more luxurious and
comfortable for passengers.
The tremendous development
in  communication applications
was faster than the ability of
service providers to deal with
it by communication in times of
crisis, especially air transport
service  providers.  Although
the aviation sector is one of the
most beneficiaries of modern
technologies, these have also
provoked a crisis at the same
time, and in stark contrast with the
scene calling for the need to be
adapted and harmonized so that
the technical and communication
strategies work down one path
through which the maximum
benefit can be achieved and the
minimum damage to reputation
made in the event of disasters,
God forbid.
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whilst being a fertile ground for
crises.

The Corona pandemic has
pushed more towards the digital
traveler and the use of electronic
alternative, and reports indicate
that digital travelers will make up
68% of the total travelers in 2025,
and they will be able to manage
their travel affairs using their
mobile phones. This demographic
shift, albeit important, requires
advanced levels of automation
and digital transformation to
reach the ability to control every
step, such as tracking luggage
and its location, as well as their
aspirations during all stages
of their journey and that can
be encompassed in a unified
experience across all airports,
airlines, border control points
and other modes of transport,
from the moment they leave their
homes, till they reach their desired
destination.

This situation raises the risk ratio
because the assumption of errors
is present and the possibility
filming these errors is high as
well as the fact of publishing and
then circulating it up to the trend
in case the airport is unlucky. Far
from the security aspect, there
is a noticeable abundance and
spread of video clips with their
negative and positive effects on
airports and airplanes due to the
adopted policies that consider
the airport as part of the civil
economic fabric. This is also due
to the legislation that tries to make
the travel experience easy and
comfortable, so that the traveler
feels happy from the beginning
of his journey until he reaches his
desired destination.

Navigation tracking applications
Millions of people can track flights
through providers that collect
data from multiple sources.
These services are provided
by multiple applications and in
various languages, displaying
flight paths and destinations
and some other details like flight
numbers and aircraft types. If the
plane issues a navigation call, a
«distress code», then this means
announcing an Emergency status.
Therefore, everyone, including the
masses, can hear about the event
as it appears on the distress call.
This is a problem for the staff
in charge of communication in
airports and even airlines, as they
have eventually to deal with an
emergency call that may turn into
a disaster. They also have to learn
how to manage the situation of the
masses within the communication
platforms if the emergency call
turns out to be commonplace.

Artificial Intelligence:

Communication excellence
is growing continuously. This
coincides with the number of
smart phones that exceeds the
general population according to
official statistics, as well as the
tremendous capabilities of the
five-G technology and the ability
to download a large amount of
data in a few minutes. This in
itself pushes towards supporting
the live broadcast and the United
Airlines converted passenger
story. Live broadcasting is a
very interesting and intense
digital mode as a live broadcast
goes unattended through open
platforms in direction of an open
space without any consideration
for the gains and losses. Fun lies
where the human desire is to be
put in the spotlight.» In addition,
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this is what distinguishes the live
broadcast of events via television
and this is the reason behind
the supremacy of platforms that
provide this service, such as
TikTok and Snapshat. This is also
the reason pushing traditional
platforms such as the Periscope
service in the Twitter application,
to include this feature. What raises
viewer’s interest in tracking live
broadcasting is the presence
of natural influences. The
photographer of the Southwest
plane crash was filming the events
breathing sometimes loudly and in
an intermittent way at other times,
while being at the same time
terrified, struggling with oxygen,
snatching from the inside of the
mask hanging over his head, and
he wrote on his Facebook page
while he was still in the air, «There
is something wrong with our plane
.. it seems that we are going»...

In fact, the passenger himself did
not believe that he was still alive.
He was dumbfounded and wrote
it as a farewell and surrender to
fate. He lived to see himself the
world media leader in a scene
that reflected the assumption that
soft-broadcast platforms were
one of the reputation destroyers
for airlines and a major source of
Crisis.

The legitimacy of aviation:
The Malaysian plane accident
was described as one of the
most gruesome and memorable
incidents, which required
government intervention on a
large scale. Crises of this kind lead
to concerns about the legitimacy
of this institution in using the
atmosphere and the debate at this
level is widening if the problem
iS not accommodated in time, to
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The «here and now» risks related to real-time broadcasting to the aviation

Ibrahim Al-Rawssa
Media Consultant

At the same moment when the
captain of a Southwest Airlines
plane heard the sound of the
left engine explosion as he was
flying in the air, the whole world
was watching the accident alive
in the air via Facebook Live
broadcast. The plane, which
was coming from New York and
heading to Philadelphia, USA,
landed on social platforms before
reaching the ground, and the
news broke through in the media
faster than the disembarkation of
passengers. However, the most
surprising thing is that Reuters’
wheels preceded the fire truck
hoses that were just extended to
save what could be saved for this
plane physically damaged and its
disaster stricken communication
assets.

This came after one of the plane’s
passengers documented the
incident as soon as the oxygen
masks hung from the roof of
the plane that was offering
wireless  internet  connection

sector

and the media followed him and
started broadcasting him as an
eyewitness. Despite the horror of
the storyinterms of communication
effects and the fantasy produced
in a spontaneous manner,
which seemed at first glance a
Hollywood production, the losses
on the ground were below those
drawn at the media level.

This controversial communication
case drew attention to the
danger represented by real-
time broadcasting platforms on
service providers. It also shed
light on disturbing communication
phenomena specifically in
crowded places that witness
individual regular incidents that
suddenly become public opinion
issues despite their recurrence
in daily life. The source of the
danger is that it is a lethal weapon
in hands of the masses once it
is acquired by mass media and
turned to random, unorganized
live broadcasts. The utilitarian
methodology provided by the
media to serve their agenda
cease to exist, and the agenda of
the masses became the dominant
one, managing the scene instead
of the media.

The danger can be apprehended
from two angles, one of them
being public service providers,
and we will talk about airports and
airplanes, asthey are vulnerable to
the dangers of live broadcasting,
and the second angle being
the media, that have seen their
monopoly withdrawn from them.
Consequently, this article will
shed light on the most important

challenges facing communicators
in the aviation sector in general
and diagnosing the current
situation and suggestion solutions
to face that situation. Among the
first challenges:

The digital traveler: The amount
of papers that the traveler used
to carry obviates the size of the
change in the current nature of
travel and the ease of access to
the plane seat as comfortably
as quickly. These changes are
important in the world of travel
and stimulate the sector in order
to push forward progress and
increase the desire for air mobility.
However, aviation authorities and
the industry in general, should
perceive today’s travelers as
digital robots running on the
ground. Though it is true that
they are humanly endeavoring,
but their judgement is based on
other people’s judgement and
analysis, as they are reading and
hearing through the convictions
of other users. The one of us
may choose one of the coffee
shops at the airport based on the
recommendations of Google or
dozens of evaluation applications
designed for this purpose. The
traveler will also know that his
flight will be delayed because
he is tracking the flight path
using an air navigation map
tracker technology, as well as
photographing everything inside
the airport and the plane, and
those in contact should take
this into account, as crowded
gatherings are a tempting place
for documentation  purposes
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Civil- Military Coordination- The need for improving cooperation

Eng. Mohamed rejeb-The recent
increase of internal and external
threats to our society has changed
the way people think about
personal safety and borders.
As a strong driver of economic
growth in the ACAO States,
the aviation system must be
preserved, modernised and
protected fromany possible threat.
At the same time, the protection
of the passengers flying in the
ACAQO airspace is an essential
must as safety and security are
the paramount objectives.

It was clear that increasing civilian
traffic requires sound civil-military
coordination arrangements
that can accommodate not just
this traffic but also the military
requirements within the airspace
over ACAO region.

For civil aviation, it will meet the
requirements for more safe and
efficient air transportation system,
and for accommodating the
increasing traffic.

For military, it will meet the
requirements for mission safely
and  effectively.

The sharing of airspace between
civil and military is included in
the ICAQ’s vision of integrated,
harmonized and globally
interoperable ATM system, as
indicated in the Global ATM

Operational Concept and in the
Global Air Navigation Plan.

The airspace is a common limited
resource for both civil and military
users. We are looking at a goal
to open up segregated airspace,
when it is not used for its originally
intended purpose, and access for
all users according to their needs
without impeding the military
missions or operations.

Civil-Military ~ cooperation  has
become even more important in
the current aviation environment,
because continued rapid growth
in civil air traffic has put increasing
pressure on scarce airspace
resources. In addition, those
regions experiencing high growth
in traffic are facing the biggest
challenges, and will therefore
benefit most from increased Civil-
Military  cooperation.

Key to successful cooperation
is the establishment of trust and
transparency on all sides. The
needs and requirements of both
civil and military airspace users
must be fully understood and
recognised. Only through mutual
cooperation can mission-oriented
military air traffic and capacity-
oriented civil air traffic be handled
smoothly and according to
requirements. States can play
an essential role in developing
the framework through which
needs and requirements can be
articulated and balanced.
There is no ‘one size fits all’
solution, but all are built on the
basic premise of understanding
and appreciating the needs and
requirements of the other. It must
be recognised that the military is
both a partner and customer of
ATM, and the aim should be to
pursue a win-win scenario.

Having accepted that transparent
information sharing and trust are
the essential building blocks of
Civil-Military ~ cooperation, the
second essential element is the
legal framework that needs to be
established by the State. Civil and
military cooperative arrangements
need to be defined by enabling
legislation and a set of regulations
that stipulate the respective roles,
rights and responsibilities. States
should also consider Civil-Military
cooperation from a regional, not
simply  national, perspective.
In areas of highly fragmented
airspace with pockets of intense
activity, the gains from a more
flexible approach to airspace
use can only be fully realised by
adopting a regional perspective.
The institutional framework
for achieving this embraces
policy making, legislation and
regulation, as well as operational
arrangements and working
relationships on the ground.

ACAOQ believesthat great progress
can be achieved by observing
the principles of transparency
and information sharing, by
establishing the legal framework
for Civil-Military cooperation, and
by adopting a regional approach
in areas of highly fragmented
airspace.

With these foundations in place,

States can learn from best
practice in the industry and
tailor their own arrangements

for successful cooperation. The
unique circumstances of each
region require a unique State
approach, but it is also true that
the industry as a whole would
benefit from an increased spread
of best practice.
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tools to prevent «Covid-19»,
especially protective  masks,
masks, and caps, medical suits,
as well as alcohol disinfectants.

Mauritania helps Lebanon with
12 tons of food

- _ &
Likewise, the Islamic Republic of
Mauritania took the initiative to
assist to Lebanon represented
by two planes carrying 12 tons
of food to help the brotherly
Lebanese people after the painful
explosion in Beirut, according
to what was reported by the
Mauritanian News Agency.

A delegation headed by the
Director of the Department
of the Arab World at the
General Directorate of Bilateral
Cooperation at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and Cooperation
and Mauritanians abroad and
the Assistant Director-General for
Protocols supervised the delivery
of this aid in the Lebanese capital
Beirut.

Arab and foreign countries

pledge about 300 million
dollars to Lebanon
Arab and foreign countries

announced more than $ 295
milion as an emergency
financial and in-kind assistance
to Lebanon to alleviate the
humanitarian disaster faced by
the country, after its largest port
was exposed to an explosion
that hit large areas of the capital,
Beirut.

In a statement, the French
presidency said that the total

value of «urgent aid» provided
to Lebanon amounts to 252.7
million euros (295 million dollars).

This comes, with France earlier
launching an urgent donor
conference, with the participation
of the United States, Arab
countries and the European
Union, to mobilize financial and
in-kind support for Lebanon.

In a statement, the United
Nations said that Lebanon needs
emergency aid worth $ 117 million
to cope with the consequences
of the Beirut port explosion.

France: Announced 30 million
euros ($ 35.1 million) to provide
emergency aid to Lebanon.

Qatar: Prince Tamim bin Hamad
announced his country’s
contribution of $ 50 million to
help Lebanon and face the crisis.
Appealing to the international
community to provide urgent
financial assistance. - Kuwait:
Kuwait News Agency (KUNA)
reported that Kuwait is ready to
provide support to Lebanon, with
previous commitments on the
Kuwait Fund for Development
to be reallocated, worth $ 30
million, in addition to $ 11 million
in medical and food aid.

Germany: Foreign Minister Heiko
Maas announced that his country
will provide additional support
to Lebanon worth 20 million
euros (23.4 million dollars), in
addition to the 11 million dollars
it announced earlier, allocated to
support the country’s emergency
needs.

United Kingdom: Pledged an
aid package worth 20 million
pounds ($ 26 million) to Beirut to
help those affected by the port
explosion.
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The European  Commission:
The Commission increased its
urgent financial aid to Lebanon
to 63 million euros (73.71
million dollars), compared to 33
million previously announced,
and with the aim of alleviating
the emergency needs of the
Arab country. On 4 August,
the Lebanese capital spent
a bloody night, because of a
huge explosion in the Beirut
port, which left 158 dead, more
than 6 thousand wounded, and
hundreds missing, according
to unlimited official figures.
The explosion of Beirut adds
to the pain of a country that
has been suffering for months,
the repercussions of a harsh
economic crisis, and severe
political polarization, in a scene
where regional and international
parties  overlap.

United States: «Our
commitment is firm to help the
Lebanese people.»

US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo, in a phone call with
Lebanese Prime Minister Hassan
Diab, offered to help Lebanon
after the massive explosion
that killed dozens of people in
Beirut. Pompeo expressed his
country’s»  firm  commitment
to help the Lebanese people
face the consequences of this
horrific event.» He also stressed,
«Qur solidarity and support for
the Lebanese people in their
aspiration for the pride, prosperity
and security they deserve,»
according to a statement by the
US State Department.
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interest above all considerations.

«The Minister of Foreign Affairs
of Qatar said: “Our visit today
comes at a time when brother
Lebanon is in a critical situation. |
came to convey the condolences
of the Emir of the State of Qatar
and the Qatari people to the
families of the victims of this
explosion, and this great disaster
that shook us all.

He added, «The directives of
His Highness the Emir are clear
regarding the need to study
the infrastructures affected by
this explosion. We are about to
complete the study for rebuilding
public schools in partnership
with UNICEF, and rehabilitating
some damaged hospitals. Of
course, there was a plan by
the State of Qatar before this
event to consider the possibility
of helping our brothers, the
Lebanese people to overcome
the economic crisis, and we have
visions that will be discussed with
the Lebanese government. »

Kuwaiti airlit )

continued
relief and

airlift
the

humanitarian aids to Lebanon
for more than a week. The two
Kuwaiti air force planes landed
their cargo, estimated load of
more than 10 tons, at Rafic Hariri

The Kuwaiti
to transport

International Airport, carrying
food and medical aid with an
expressive sentence written on it
saying «You belong to our people
and this is our duty.»

For his part, the representative
of the Lebanese Armed Forces
Commander, in a statement
to «KUNA», thanked Kuwalit,
saying: «We thank Kuwait very
much for the forerunner in the
amount of aid and the speedy
arrival in Lebanon.» He pointed
out that «this aid helps the
Lebanese morally and financially
to overcome the ordeal as quickly
as possible.»

«Kuwait was quick to set up
a relief airlift immediately after
the huge explosion occurred in
the Beirut port on the fourth of
August, which caused severe
damage in many areas of the
Lebanese capital, Beirut. The

Kuwaiti air force plane was the
first Arab and foreign aid plane
to set foot on the land of Beirut. »
Egypt sends urgent aid to
Lebanon

Under the direction of His
Excellency  President  Abdel
Fattah EI-Sissi, urgent medical
and food aid has been sent
to the Lebanese people. The
Egyptian media announced that
the Egyptian field hospital in
Beirut is working to receive cases
injured as a result of the huge
Beirut explosion. The Egyptian
Foreign Ministry said that the
Egyptian field hospital in Beirut
provides all possible assistance,
as it received a number of cases,
and calls were made to get
acquainted with the Lebanese
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side about its needs in order to
be able to provide for them.

Morocco sends urgent medical
and humanitarian aid to
Lebanon

The Moroccan authorities sent
urgent medical and humanitarian
assistance to Lebanon, following
the tragic explosion that occurred
in the port of Beirut, which caused
many victims and heavy material
losses.

The initiatve came as a
concretization of the instructions
of King Mohammed VI of
Morocco, in which he ordered,
«to send and establish a military
field hospital in Beirut with the
aim of providing urgent medical
treatment to the population
injured in this incident.»

The field hospital consists of 100
people, including 14 doctors from
different specialties, specialized
nurses and support personnel,
accordingto the official Moroccan
News Agency.

The agency emphasized that
the military hospital includes «an
operations wing, hospitalization

units, X-ray examination,
sterilization, a laboratory and
a pharmacy. Medical and

humanitarian assistance includes
quantities of first aid medicines,
food supplies, tents and blankets
to shelter the victims of the
calamity.» The Moroccan aid to
Lebanon also included medical
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and shelter materials such as
tents, blankets, mattresses and
utensils.

According to the Saudi Press
Agency «SPA», a total of 290
tons of various medical materials
and devices, foodstuffs and
shelter supplies were delivered
through the Saudi airlift, and 290
tons were transported via four
aircrafts. This aid was provided
based on a study of the necessary
humanitarian needs resulting
from the Beirut port explosion, in
coordination with the Embassy
of the Custodian of the Two
Holy Mosques in Beirut, and the
Center’'s branch in Lebanon.
to Lebanon

From Iraq

Doctors, medical aid and fuel

A number of Iragi doctors arrived
in Lebanon to help treat the
wounded of the huge explosion
that struck Beirut port two days
ago, according to the lraqi
News Agency (INA). Moreover,
lragi Ol  Minister  Ihssan
Abdul-dabbar, who heads his
country’s delegation to Lebanon,
announced that 15 Iragi doctors
from various surgical specialties
arrived in Beirut as part of the
delegation, and began to carry
out their duties. The Iragi minister
indicated that Baghdad had also
sent batches of gas oil to Beirut,
which is a liquid fuel used in
diesel engines, in order to help
the country in an unprecedented
crisis. He added that «there are
batches of gas oil coming to
Beirut,» stressing the readiness
of Irag to provide the heavy fuel

surplus to respond to local need,
and send itto Lebanon according
to contracts to be concluded
later.

Abdul-dabbar told the Iragi News
Agency: «Following the directions
of Prime Minister Mustafa Al-
Kazemi, the Iragi government is
committed to be of assistance to
Lebanon in this difficult crisis.»
Al-Kazemi confirmed, in a call with
his Lebanese counterpart Hassan
Diab, that Baghdad «will not fall
short in standing with Lebanon in
this ordeal,» noting that the Iraqi
government decided to send a
plane loaded with urgent medical
aid to Lebanon.

An airlift to transport aid to the
Sultanate of Oman

The Sultanate of Oman hastened
to provide aid to Lebanon, as
part of its humanitarian role to
extend a helping hand to friendly
and brotherly countries, and this
batchincludes 15 kinds of various
foodstuffs, weighing 28 tons, and
was transported on board two
flights of the Royal Air Force.

This aid comes according to
the directives of Sultan Haitham
bin Tarig, Sultan of Oman,
to demonstrate the original
Omani values, foremost among
which is tolerance and creating
coexistence conditions between
different countries. This aid was
funded by civil donations as
part of the campaign to support
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Lebanon in its current crisis
because of the Beirut seaport
explosion.

Qatar sends immediate aid to
Lebanon

Qatar was also among the
first Arab countries to send
immediate aid to Lebanon,
including field hospitals, after
direct communication between
the Emir of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad Al Thani, with the
Lebanese President Michel Aoun.
Qatari aid continues to arrive in
Lebanon as Qatari charitable
institutions, in addition to the
Qatar Red Crescent, participated
in providing medical and food
assistance to civilians, in addition
to collecting donations within
the «Lebanon in Our Hearts»
campaign, amounting to more
than $ 18 million.

Sheikh Tamim made a $ 50 million
contribution from his country to
Lebanon, which he announced
during the donors 'conference for
Lebanon, on August 9, 2020.

During a visit to Lebanon, Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdul Rahman
Al Thani affirmed, “The solidarity
of the State of Qatar, with the
government and people with
Lebanon, and its firm stance
towards the brotherly Lebanese
people,” indicating: “We have a
vision for the economic rescue
of Lebanon, but there is a need
for stability, and we call on the
political parties to put the people’s
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Kingdom of Bahrain, a package of
humanitarian aid has been sent,
including the necessary supplies
and first aid materials used, in
addition to the urgent medicines
needed to help paramedics.
The Undersecretary of the
Bahraini Ministry of Health, Walid
Al-Manea, said that aid packages
will be delivered to Beirut over
the coming weeks.

Tunisia sends aircrafts carrying
medical and humanitarian aid
to Lebanon

Tunisia sent military aircrafts
carrying about 35 tons of urgent
medical and humanitarian aid in
solidarity with Lebanon following
the Beirut port explosion.
Tunisian Defense Minister Imad
Al-Hazgi said - in a statement
reported by (Tunisia Africa) the
tunisian news agency - that he
communicated with his Lebanese
counterpart, which expressed
its appreciation for the effort
made by the Tunisian relief
workers, in this circumstance,
and assured him that there is
no need to send injured patients
for treatment in Tunisia. In turn,
Othman al-Jarandi, the advisor
to the President of the Republic
of Tunisia in charge of diplomatic
affairs, expressed the readiness
of Tunisia, the Presidency and
the people, to pursue its solidarity
initiative  with  the Lebanese
people, stressing that the nature
of the assistance directed to
the Lebanese side was carried
out in full coordination with the
Lebanese authorities.

Tunisian President Qais Said
held a meeting at the Carthage
Palace with the acting ministers
of defense, social affairs and
health to discuss ways for Tunisia
to support the Lebanese people
after this painful incident, and he
ordered that two military aircrafts
carrying food aid, medicines,
medical supplies and a medical
delegation be sent to support the
Lebanese people and contribute
to retrieve the wounded and
injured.

Algeriasendsfourhumanitarian
aid planes to Lebanon

Algeria sent four planes to
Lebanon carrying humanitarian
aid, medical teams, firefighters,
and food and building materials,
to help Lebanon face the effects
of the Beirut bombing.

«Four Algerian planes are
preparing to take off in the
direction of the capital, Beirut,»
said a statement of the Presidency
of the Republic, published after
a communication between the
Algerian Presidents Abdel Majid
Tebboune and the Lebanese
Michel Aoun took place.

The aircrafts carried crews
of doctors, surgeons, civil
protection personnel, medical
and pharmaceutical materials,
foodstuffs, tents and blankets.
Tebboune assured his Lebanese
counterpart Algeria’s full
solidarity with Lebanon in this
painful  ordeal
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The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
is one of the first to provide
urgent aid to Lebanon

The Saudi Minister

Foreign
said, during his participation in
the International Conference in
Support of Lebanon, that the
Kingdom was one of the first

countries to provide urgent
humanitarian aid through the
King Salman Humanitarian Aid
and Relief Center. The Saudi
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, on
Twitter, citing Foreign Minister
Faisal bin Farhan, during the
International ~ Conference  in
Support of Lebanon, confirmed
the Kingdom’s standing with
brotherly Lebanon and the
importance of conducting a
transparent and independent
investigation to uncover the
causes that led to the horrific
explosion.

The fourth plane within the Saudi
airlift operated by the King
Salman Center for Relief and
Humanitarian Action arrived in
the Lebanese capital, Beirut, to
help those affected by the Beirut
Port explosion, in implementation
of the generous directives of
the Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques King Salman bin
Abdulaziz Al Saud. The plane,
which landed at Beirut's Rafic
Hariri International Airport,
carried emergency aid weighing
90 tons, including medicines,
burn treatment devices, medical
solutions and masks, gloves
and sterilizers, surgical strings,
food baskets, flour and dates,
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bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown
Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy
Supreme Commander of the
Forces Armed Forces, ordered to
send urgent humanitarian aid to
those affected by the Beirut Port
explosion in Lebanon, including
medicines, medical equipment,
and nutritional supplements for
children, in addition to other
essential materials. In addition,
based on the directives of His
Highness Sheikh Mohammed
bin Rashid Al Maktoum, the
UAE sent urgent medical aid to
the Lebanese people, including
medicines and medical supplies,
in the framework of solidarity with
the brotherly Lebanese people
in the ordeal that befell them
because of the violent explosions
that occurred in the Lebanese
capital Beirut.

The medical aid provided by the
UAE, represented by the Ministry
of Health and Community
Protection, the World Health
Organization and the International
Federation of Red Cross and
Red Crescent Societies, came
as part of the response to
alleviate the effects of the painful
accident, and to enhance the
efforts of medical personnel in
rescuing the wounded. About 30
tons of Medical supplies were
shipped from the International
Humanitarian City of Dubai.

The Minister of State for
International Cooperation,
Reem bint lbrahim Al-Hashemi,
affirmed that this immediate
reaction reflects the keenness of
the wise leadership of the UAE to
stand by the brothers in various
difficult situations, and to extend
a helping hand to everyone in
need.

She added that the UAE seeks to
provide various possible support

in such situations, emphasizing
solidarity with all brotherly and
friendly countries in  crises
that require concerted efforts
to mitigate their effects, and
work will be done to assess the
situation and to study what can be
provided. Itis worth noting that the
aid was sent from the Ministry of
Health and Community Protection
and from the warehouses of the
International Humanitarian City in
Dubai, as the International City
for Humanitarian Services is a
main hub for the movement of
relief supplies directed towards
various international humanitarian
organizations in the region. The
shipment includes medicines,
medical materials, equipment
and surgical equipment to assist
in the necessary surgeries for the
injured in order to provide them
with the necessary treatment and
support the medical potential, as
well as enabling hospitals and
medical centers to quickly deal
with cases that need urgent care
or surgical intervention.

Under the directives of His
Highness Sheikh Mohammed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, and the
follow-up of His Highness Sheikh
Hamdan bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
representative of the ruler in the
Al Dhafra region and president
of the Emirates Red Crescent
Authority, the UAE provided
urgent humanitarian, in addition
to other essential materials aid to
those affected by the explosion of
Beirut Port in Lebanon, including
medicines, medical equipment,
and supplements Food for
children.

The Emirates Red Crescent
Authority has completed its
preparations to implement the
directives of the wise leadership,
and to provide aid and send it
quickly to Beirut via airplanes.
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The commission confirmed that
the wise leadership’s directives
reflect his concern for the
repercussions of the humanitarian
disaster that befell the brothers
in Lebanon, and its unlimited
solidarity with the victims and the
injured.

The authority said that the focus
at this stage will be on medical
supplies to enhance the ability
of Lebanese health institutions to
provide the necessary medical
care to the injured, and help
them play their role towards them
in these circumstances, in light of
the large number of victims and
wounded. The authority pointed
out that the scale of the disaster
has weighed on the medical
services in Lebanon, and was
the reason behind the necessary
required support in order to
overcome the obstacles and
challenges it faces.

The organization worked
in coordination  with  the
Humanitarian Aid Office of the
country’s embassy in Beirut on
determining the priorities in the
current stage of aid, and the
actual needs of the Lebanese
arena, especially in the health
field, stressing that it will continue
to follow the developments of the
humanitarian situation there, and
will work to reduce its impact on
the brothers in Lebanon.

Bahrain stands with Lebanon

Under the direction of His Majesty
King Hamad bin Isa, King of the
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submitted to His Excellency the
Secretary General of the League
of Arab States as part of its efforts
to mobilize response required
by the current conditions in the
Lebanese Republic.

The heads and directors of
joint Arab action organizations
and institutions participated in
the meeting, members of the
Higher Coordination Committee
for Joint Arab Action, with and
estimated number of more
than 35 organizations and
institutions. Over 30 specialized
Arab  federations  members
pertaining to the Specialized
Arab Federations Forum, which
works under the auspices of the
General Secretariat of the League
of Arab States, also participated
in the meeting.

Arab states rushed to help

The Arab countries were the first
to announce the expedition of
relief teams and large medical
aids to Beirut. The Arab
Republic of Egypt, the Kingdom
of Bahrain, the Islamic Republic
of Mauritania, the Republic of
Tunisia, the Republic of Irag and
the Sultanate of Oman have sent
medical aid airplanes. Jordan,
Egypt, Qatar, Irag and Morocco
also sent field hospitals in
addition to other aids.

The World Bank mobilizes its
resources

The World Bank has mobilized
its resources to help Lebanon,
and the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United
Nations (FAO) expressed their
fears regarding the issue of “flour
availability» in Lebanon «on the
short term» after the explosion
destroyed wheat warehouses.

The Hashemite Kingdom
its aid

Lebanon

of Jordan pursues
provision to

Ayman Safadi, Minister of Foreign
Affairs and Expatriates in the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan,
affirmed that Jordan pursues its
aid provision to Lebanon, «and
that the field hospital established
now in Lebanon will remain as
long as it is needed, and that
aircrafts carrying relief materials
will be sent.»

The disaster is huge, and
Lebanon will not be alone in
facing its repercussions,» Safadi
said.

Safadi added, «The Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan, which is
proud of its strong and strong
historical relations with Lebanon
and with its people, will always
be by Lebanon ‘side and we will
give everything we can. In this
context, we have informed the
United Nations organizations
operating in the Kingdom that
Jordan will facilitate all their
actions and will support them in
all their programs directed to help
brotherly Lebanon in overcoming
the repercussions of this great
disaster. «

In response to a question, Safadi
said, «Everyone feels the tragedy
that struck brotherly Lebanon. As
we may have noticed during the
international conference called
for by His Excellency the French
President, in which His Majesty
the King and a number of Arab
leaders also participated, and
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during the briefing organized
by the United Nations, everyone
expressed his solidarity with
Lebanon.» We stand with
Lebanon in this tragedy and in
facing its repercussions and
dealing with it, so that Beirut
will rise again. "Safadi said,"
Lebanon is an essential country
that has a great and rich history
in our region. Lebanon has
always been a land of civilization,
creativity and achievement.

The brotherly Lebanese people
have always been a model in
providing all that is good and
everything that is creative and
accomplished. Consequently,
we all stand with Lebanon, and
you have seen the magnitude of
feelings that reflect Lebanon’s
position and reflect respect for
Lebanon. "Safadi emphasized,*”
In the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan we have always been
with Lebanon and its people,
and we will always be on the
side of Lebanon and its people,
because Lebanon’s security and
Lebanon’s wellness is part of the
region’s health as a whole

United
Unlimited

Arab

Emirates
solidarity

- - ol &

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed
bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice
President, Prime Minister and
Ruler of Dubai, has given his
instructions in order to send
urgent medical aid to the
Lebanese people, including
medicines and medical supplies.
His Highness Sheikh Mohammed
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The Secretary-General
expressed his deep condolences
to all leaders and politicians for
the victims of the explosion, and
his warm wishes for a speedy
recovery for all the injured. “He
said, «The Arab system will fulfill
its duties in helping Lebanon
cope with the current disaster,
and the General Secretariat will
play its role in this framework,
as was agreed upon with the

Lebanese  government.»

A meeting of joint Arab
action  organizations and
institutions, the Economic

and Social Council, and the
Arab Specialized Federations
in support of the Lebanese
Republic

Beirut,
Hassan

During his visit to
Ambassador Kamal

Ali, Assistant Secretary-
General for Economic Affairs
of the League of Arab States,
affirmed the continuation of the
relentless efforts initiated by
the Secretary-General of the
League of Arab States to support
Lebanon and to take stock of
the level of destruction that had
occurred. He also asserted the
League’s pioneering role in the
reconstruction of Lebanon. He
was accompanied during his visit
by a delegation from Joint Arab
action organizations and Arab
federations are members of the
Arab Forum of Unions, which
provided equally their financial
and logistical.

This statement came during
the emergency meeting called
by the Department of Arab
Organizations and Federations
of the Economic Sector of the
League of Arab States headed by
Ambassador Dr. Kamal Hassan
Ali, through the Zoom facility.
The meeting gathered more than

sixty Arab organizations and
specialized federations. In his
speech, he stressed the keenness
of the General Secretariat of the
League of Arab States to support
and assist Lebanon and provide
aid by all possible means in order
to overcome the repercussions
of the devastating explosion that
occurred in Beirut, as well as the
economic, political and social
crises that has been going on for
some times in Lebanon.

He expressed his sincere
condolences to the Lebanese
people, stressing the support,
solidarity and backing of the Arab
League with Lebanon and its
people sothatitcan overcomethe
repercussions of the humanitarian
disaster that afflicted it. During
the delegation’s visit to Beirut,
the Assistant Secretary-General
called for the need to activate
humanitarian and medical aid
and to work side by side along
with the establishment of a bank
account under the name of the
Arab Account for Support and
Relief to Lebanon through the
Union of Arab Banks based in
Lebanon. The Arab Academy
for Science, Technology and
Maritime Transport, one of the
Arab  League  organizations
headed by Dr. Ismail Abdel
Ghaffar Ismail Farag, took the
initiative to provide a contribution
in order to help Lebanon
overcome this crisis, by providing
some integrated solutions to the
port of Tripoli.

Abdul Ghaffar indicated that
the work was carried out in
coordination with the President
of the Port of Tripoli. A study
was conducted through the
Integrated Solutions Company
of the Academy to rebuild the
information infrastructure and
develop the information system,
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which is currently an alternative to
the Port of Beirut, as implemented
by the Academy. In parallel,
coordination has been made with
the Ministry of Maritime Transport
in Lebanon with the participation
of Experts from the Academy
in the field of maritime security
through its affiliated institute
in order to develop security
plans for Lebanese ports in
accordance with international
standards set by the International
Maritime  Organization  and
review the human capabilities
that are responsible for the
implementation of these security

plans.
On the educational side, the
Academy provided during

this meeting, scholarships for
Lebanese youth to study in the
various faculties of the Academy.
A package of actual procedures
was also discussed in order to
allow collection of information and
establishment of a database on
the necessary and urgent needs
for the current and future period.
In addition, many relief initiatives
made by the Federation of Cement
and Building Materials Industries
and the Arab Federation for Food
Industries were reviewed.

On his, turn Dr. Nasreddin Obaid,
Director of the Arab Center
for Studies of Arid Zones and
Drylands (ACSAD), exposed a
package of material, agricultural
support and additional livestock
field initiatives.

The most prominent officials of
the League, underlined that the
aim of the meeting was to present
practical initiatives and proposals
to provide assistance to Lebanon
and its people and shape a
common vision for organizations,
federations and institutions of
joint Arab action to stand with
Lebanon and its people at this
delicate stage. Reports were
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Lebanon’s tragedy, this is how Arab countries have moved to help

Lebanon

Air lifts honorable role in transporting aid and relief to the Lebanese people

Ibrahim Bennadi

The Lebanese people have not
yet been able to gather their
forces from the horror of the
tragedy that befell them, in the
midst of the outbreak of the
Corona virus, the Beirut explosion
comes as a knockout to this small
country. But despite the scale of
the disaster, the international and
Arab cooperation in particular,
the aids, the firefighting and
relief teams coming from several
countries, and the humanitarian
solidarity initiatives indicated that
the Lebanese people were not
left alone to their fate.

In a special statement to “Arab
Magazine”, Engineer Fadi Al-
Hassan, Director General of Civil
Aviation in Lebanon, saidthat as
soon as the Beirut Port disaster
occurred, many countries of the
world, led by the sisterly Arab
countries, took the initiative to
send many humanitarian and
medical aid aircrafts to Lebanon.
The total number of these
Aircrafts exceeded 200. The aid
contributed greatly to the relief
and supply operations required
for the various sectors affected
by the disaster.

He added that the airlifts initiated
by the Arab countries played an
importantrole in the delivery of aid
and reliefto the Lebanese people,
and came as an effort to save
them after the huge explosion
that occurred in the port of the
capital, Beirut, destroying wide
features of the city. It is worth
noting that countries all over
the world have rushed to offer

their aid and offer condolences
following the explosion.

The airport being at a distance
from the site of the explosion
avoided its infrastructure and
facilities being affected by any
serious damage, said Engineer
Fadi Al-Hassan, and the damage
was exclusively material. This will
contribute in developing air traffic
rates at the airport again and thus
contribute to the recovery of the
economic situation in Lebanon.
“The Lebanese official indicated
that the Corona crisis has cast a
shadow and generated negative
impact on the social, economic
and living sectors, especially on
the aviation industry, as aircraft
movements through Rafic Hariri
International Airport-Beirut
decreased to reach 10 percent
of the movements registered on
2019.

Lebanon is the constant focus
of Arab countries

Mr.  Ahmed Aboul Gheit,
Secretary-General of the Arab
League, paid a one-day solidarity
visit to Beirut, during which he
visited the destroyed port of Beirut
and some nearby neighborhoods
that were affected by the August
4 explosion. He also met with
the President of the Republic,
the Speaker of the Parliament
and the Prime Minister, and he
also met and exchanged with a
number of Lebanese politicians
to hear various assessments
about the situation in the country
in the wake of the disaster that
struck its capital, Beirut.

Assistant Secretary-General
Hussam Zaki stated that the visit
«achieved its objectives in terms
of expressing the solidarity of the
Arab League with Lebanon and
its people afflicted by this great
disaster. In addition, it came as
an assurance to all Lebanese
leaders of the Arab League’s
readiness to mobilize support
through the joint Arab action
system in order to help Lebanon
face the consequences of this
disaster from all sides. «

Zaki explained that the Secretary-
General was keen during the visit
and during his meetings with the
state leaders to «express the
League’s readiness to actively
contribute to the investigation
into the circumstances of this
accidentinaserious, professional
and credible manner if requested
to do so.» He added, «There
have been many discussions on
this subject with all those he has
met and naturally points of view
on that regard vary. For his part,
the Secretary-General stressed
that the objective is to fully and
seriously clarify the facts and
present them to the Lebanese
public opinion, especially since
what happened is considered a
grave matter by all standards,
and resulted in ruin, destruction
and loss of innocent lives, and
the League is keen to support
Lebanon in this subject matter.
A detailed report was immediately
sent to the member states,
detailing the Secretary-General’s
observations and evaluation of
the visit, including information
received from the Lebanese
government about the massive
damage inflicted on the city.
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Continuing and accelerated trends have
also predominated among other key climate
indicators, including an acceleration of rising
sea levels, a continued decline in the Arctic
sea-ice extent, an abrupt decrease in Antarctic
sea ice, continued ice mass loss in the glaciers
and the Greenland and Antarctic ice sheets,
and the clear downward trend in the northern
hemisphere spring snow cover.

More heat is being trapped in the ocean. The
year 2019 had the largest ocean heat content
values on record measured over the upper
700 meters. Higher sea-surface temperatures
endangered marine life and ecosystems.

Impacts on health

Heatwaves were the deadliest meteorological
hazard in the 2015-2019 period, affecting all
continents and resulting in new temperature
records in many countries accompanied by
unprecedented wildfires that occurred in
particular in Europe, North America, Australia,
the Amazon rainforest, and the Arctic regions.
Based on World Health Organization data and
analysis, the overall risk of heat-related illness
or death has climbed steadily since 1980, with
around 30% of the world’s population now living
in climatic conditions that deliver potentially
deadly temperatures at least 20 days a year.
Heavy rain and associated floods create
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favourable conditions for various sorts of
epidemic  outbreaks. In  cholera-endemic
countries, an estimated 1.3 billion people are at
risk, while in Africa alone about 40 million people
live in cholera “hotspots”.

Climate-related risks associated with climate
variability and change exacerbated food
insecurity in many places, in particular Africa,
due to the impact of drought, which increased
the overall risk of climate-related iliness or death.

Climate impacts on economies

During 2015.2019, tropical cyclones were
associated with the largest economic losses. The
costliest hazard event was Hurricane Harvey in
2017, which led to an estimated economic loss
of more than US$ 125 billion.

Higher temperatures threaten to undermine
development through adverse impacts on gross
domestic product (GDP) in developing countries.
The International Monetary Fund found that for
a median-and low-income developing country,
with an annual average temperature of 25 °C,
the effect of a 1 °C increase in temperature leads
to a growth decrease of 1.2%. Countries whose
economies are projected to be significantly
adversely affected by anincrease in temperature
produced only about 20% of global GDP in 2016;
however, they are currently home to nearly 60%
of the global population and are projected to
be home to more than 75% by the end of the
century.

All the WMO resources for Earth Day 2020 are
available here
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reporting stations remain at record levels.

It is therefore important that post COVID-19
stimulus packages help the economic grow
back greener. Previous economic crises have
often been followed by “recovery” associated
with much higher emission growth than before
the crisis.

Day highlights major issues of planetary
concern. Even as far back as 1970, scientific
concern was beginning to mount, reinforced by
the increasing carbon dioxide concentrations
evident from the early observations at Mauna
Loa, that human activities could, in fact, already
be starting to impact on the Earth’s climate at
global scales.

The Global Climate 2015-2019

In one of the activities to mark Earth Day, WMO
released its final report on the Global Climate
2015-2019. A preliminary version was issued
ahead of the United Nations Secretary-General’s
Climate Action Summit in September 2019. It
complements the WMO annual statements on
the state of the climate.

The five-year report confirmed that 2015-2019
was the warmest five-year period on record.
The global average temperature has increased
by 1.1°C since the pre-industrial period, and by
0.2°C compared to 2011-2015, it said. Since the
1980s, each decade has been warmer than the
previous one.

The average global temperature in 1970 was
+0.24 °C above the pre-industrial period.

Greenhouse Gases

Carbon dioxide (CO2) levels and other key
greenhouse gases in the atmosphere rose
to new records, with CO2 growth rates 18%
higher in 2015-2019 than the previous five
years. CO2 remains in the atmosphere and
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oceans for centuries. This means that the world
is committed to continued climate change
regardless of any temporary fall in emissions
due to the Coronavirus epidemic.

Preliminary data from a subset of greenhouse
gas observational sites for 2019 indicate that
CO2 global mean concentration is on track to
reach or even exceed 410 ppm by the end of
2019.

Atmospheric concentrations of CO2 at Mauna
Loa observatory in Hawaii have tracked at
record levels so far this year, with daily rates
even breaching the 415.00 parts per million
level, according to the US National Oceanic and
Atmospheric  Administration.

The March 2020 monthly average of atmospheric
CO2 at Mauna Loa observatory in Hawaii was
414.50 parts per million,comparedto411.97 ppm
in February 2019, according to the US National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.
Mauna Loa is the world’s longest continual
observing station and a benchmark station of
the Global Atmosphere Watch Network. Annual
mean CO2 concentrations in Mauna Loa in 2019
were 411.44 ppm, compared to 325.68 ppm at
the first Earth Day in 1970.

At another benchmark station, Cape Grim in
Tasmania, average CO2 levels were 408.3 ppm
in February, up from 405.66 ppm in February
2019, according to CSIRO. At the Izana
observatory in Tenerife, concentrations of CO2
are also higher this year than at the same time
in 2019, and the same tendency is seen at the
stations of the Integrated Carbon Observation
System).

Other climate change indicators
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Day.

COVID-19 may result in a temporary reduction
in greenhouse gas emissions, but it is not a
substitute for sustained climate action. And it will
make it more difficult to tackle weather, climate
and water-related hazards which are becoming
more acute because of climate change.
“Whilst COVID-19 has caused a severe
international health and economic crisis, failure
to tackle climate change may threaten human
well-being, ecosystems and economies for
centuries,” WMO Secretary-General Petteri
Taalas told a virtual press conference. “We
need to flatten both the pandemic and climate
change curves,” he said.

“We need to show the same determination and
unity against climate
change as against _—
COVID-19. We need prs W
to act together in ’ ;

the interests of the
health and welfare of
humanity not just for
the coming weeks
and months, but for
many  generations
ahead,»

said Mr Taalas
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Early Warning Systems

‘Extreme weather has increased, and it will
not go away because of the coronavirus. On
the contrary, the pandemic exacerbates the
challenge of evacuating people and keeping
them safe from tropical cyclones, as we saw
with Category-5 strength Harold in the South
Pacific. And there is a risk that over-stretched
health systems may not be able to cope with
an additional burden of patients due to, for
example, heatwaves,” he said.

“Vulnerable populations in countries with
weaker disaster preparedness systems face the
greatest risks. Governments need to do more
to strengthen warning systems to cope with
multiple hazards,” said Mr Taalas. “WMO will
support those efforts.”

Despite the constraints of COVID-19, National
Meteorological and Hydrological Services

continue their essential 24/7 forecast and
warning  services.
Global Atmosphere Watch stations also

continue their monitoring activities, and thus
have played a key role in recording a reduction
in key pollutants and improvements in air quality
as a result of the industrial downturn. However,
carbon dioxide (CO2) concentrations at key
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Earth Day highlights Climate Action

COVID-19 exacerbates socio-economic impacts of climate change,
which accelerated in past 5 years

Geneva - In the 50 years since the first celebration of
Earth Day, the physical signs of climate change and
impacts on our planet have gathered pace, reaching
a crescendo in the past five years, which were the
hottest on record. That trend is expected to continue,
according to the World Meteorological Organization
(WMO).

Carbon dioxide levels at a key global observing
station are about 26 percent higher than in 1970,
whilst the average global temperature has increased
by 0.86°C since then, and is 1.1°C warmer than the
pre-industrial era.
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new global mean temperature record is likely to
occur in the next five-year period (2020-2024),
according to multi-model climate predictions of
near surface temperature from data collected
by the WMO Lead Centre for Annual to Decadal
Climate Prediction operated by the Met Office
Hadley Centre.

Predictions show that further increases in global
temperature are likely, especially over high
latitudes and land regions, with slower ocean
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warming, particularly in the North Atlantic and
southern ocean.

Temperature is just one climate indicator. Others
include atmospheric carbon dioxide (CQO2),
ocean heat and acidification, sea level, glacier
mass balance and Arctic and Antarctic sea ice.
All indicators showed an acceleration of climate
change in the past five years, according to the
final report on the Global Climate 2015-2019,
released to mark the 50th anniversary of Earth
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years of jumbo dominance.» as the Financial Times
wrote.

Since the beginning of March, international air
traffic has almost stopped, and experts expect
losses to reach 250 billion dollars this year.

The British have been the 747’s biggest supporters
and operators all over the world until recently, with
110 «jumbo» jets - operated since 1970 - carrying the
UK flag on their tails. Alex Cruz, President of British
Airways, said: «This is not the farewell we wanted or
expected for our amazing 747s’ fleet.

This necessary decision is heartbreaking. "He added,
“The termination of the Jumbo aircraft service will be felt
by many people across the UK.” In Britain, there was
no time to say goodbye, as most British Boeing 747s
were pre-positioned at corner stops in Spain, where
they would be dismantled. Before British Airways, its
local rival, Virgin Atlantic, had terminated service of
its «jumbo» jets, just as KLM did in the spring as well.
Thus, the German company Lufthansa has become
now the largest operator of Boeing 747s in the world,
with 30 «jumbo» aircraft, with an average fleet age of
six years. However, it is unclear whether the airline’s
eleven old 747-400 aircraft, will return to flying.

The last ones to fly on board a jumbo»: American
presidents

The Boeing 747, described by British Airways pilot
Mark Vanuenacher as «the legend of the 370-ton
flight», first flew in 1969, months before humankind
landed on the moon. Its most recent version, the 747-
8, is still manufactured as a civilian cargo plane. Even
after production ends in 2022, the US government
will get two new presidential aircrafts (Air Force One)
designed on the basis of the 747-8.

It is clear that the Corona pandemic has made the
aviation sector go through its worst crisis in more than
a century’s lifetime. The International Air Transport
Association expects that air traffic will not return
to normal before 2024. Even then, the number of
passengers will likely decrease, as many do not want
to be inan overcrowded plane, as was the case before.

Airbus: Hope from the United Arab Emirates

Giant four-engine aircrafts such as the Boeing 747 and
the European Airbus A380, which started taking over
the 747 place a little more than a decade ago, were
expensive to operate and barely bring in profits for
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operating companies even before the Corona crisis.

Smaller and more affordable modern aircrafts, such
as the Airbus A350 and Boeing 787 Dreamliner, are
now more suitable. «We know the days of the A380
and 747 are over, but the A350 and 787 will always
be there,» said Tim Clark, head of Emirates Airlines in
Dubai, on last May. His statement caused a sensation,
especially since his company is the largest customer
of the A380s, as it owns 115, and is scheduled to
receive eight more aircraft from Airbus. However,
Clarke made statements that were more positive two
months later, in July, saying, “If demand resumes and
landing times at major airports are limited, there will be
a place for the A380.” “I hope all of our A380s will fly
again by April 2022.”

Giventhat, Emirates’ business modelrelies on switching
in transporting long-haul travelers, who eventually
return sporadically, Clark’s recent comments are in
question.

Scrap collection locations are filled with dismantled
aircrafts.

Either way, the A380, that was once launched with
great hope, and that Airbus has decided to halt its
manufacturing program by 2021, even before the
Corona crisis, is now losing much of its momentum.
In total, the company delivered this model of its
aircraft to 15 airlines. Currently, only Emirates Airlines,
with eleven aircrafts in service, in addition to China
Southern Airlines, with five aircrafts, operate this type of
aircraft. All other aircraft, including those belonging to
the German company Lufthansa, are currently parked
under the sun in Spain or California or remote areas
in Australia, waiting to be dismantled and converted
to scrap, such as the Air France fleet of A380 aircraft,
which consists of ten aircrafts, the most recent version
of it being six years old.

Lufthansa’s 14 A380s are not expected to fly again.
Even Singapore Airlines has now announced that it will
decide over the fate of its 19 A380s. Currently, there
are only over 60 Boeing 747 passenger aircraft ready
to fly, in addition to 244 other cargo aircraft, out of
more than 1,500 aircraft built under this model. It is
clear that the era of wide-bodied aircrafts is over.

Andreas Shbet / M.A.H
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Farewell Boeing 747 and Airbus A380

Many airlines have noted that their wide bodied
aircrafts are very expensive, and with the Corona
virus affecting the aviation sector, one of the two most
famous aircraft manufacturers have decided faster
than expected to stop producing two of their largest
aircraft, the Boeing 747 and Airbus A380.

The news came from Chicago on Wednesday (July 30)
and attracted attention. The American Boeing group
CEOQO Dave Calhountold staff, “Given the current market
dynamics and prospects, we will stop production of
our iconic Boeing 747 in 2022.” This announcement
fell like the peak descent of the two largest aircrafts
in the world, namely: Boeing 747, which has been
flying since 1970, and Airbus A380, which has been
flying since 2007. Thus, the Corona crisis finally ended
the production of supersized aircrafts, considered
uneconomic.

According to OAG, a global provider of travel data
based in the United Kingdom, which highlighted
the significant and continuous decline in wide-body
aircraft operations in the table below and compared the
capacity of the week mentioned in the table with those
that were operated in January 2020. As the scheduled
services became aboard The A380 is extremely rare
now with only 34,000 seats on display this week which
is down nearly 97% from earlier this year.

Beautiful farewell of the B-747 over the Pacific
Ocean

For some, it was a painful goodbye. Many Australians
were in tears when they saw the last take-off the Boeing

Row Labels 20-an 31-Aug-20
AirbusA380 Passenger 1,103,326 32,545
Boeing 747 (Passenger) 452,878 43,821
AirbusA340 257,183 52,332
AirbusA330 4,334,602 1,222,903
Boeing 777 Passenger 5,411,580 1,536,786
Boeing 767 Passenger 1,274,063 453,730
AirbusA350 1,344,747 651,652
Boeing 787 3,238,888 1,603,521

747 belonging to the Australian airline «Qantas», either
at Sydney Airport or on television. Australian aviation
expert Geoffrey Thomas commented the event,
saying: «Emotions flared up all over Australia when
Australians bid farewell to a dear lady and friend, who
may have taken some of us to a new life (Australia and
New Zealand) and (transferred) many others to other
parts of the world,» and added: «Until the beginning
of the B-747 era, the majority of Australians were not
able to reach out to the rest of the world except by
using the ship,» he emphasized, «We will miss it (the
plane).

The «Boeing 747» era began with «Qantas» in 1971
and ended - earlier than planned - in mid-July 2020,
after five decades of using the 77 «jumbo» (the
popular name for the plane) with the kangaroo sign on
its tail. The era ended with a beautiful farewell through
goodbye trips and honorary courses, over the Sydney
Opera House, for example. Finally, a large spin around
in the guise of kangaroo over the Pacific Ocean could
be seen on flight tracking apps and websites. One
final bow owed to the plane, which many still call the
«Queen of Heaven», before it lands for the last time in
the Mojave Desert in California to be dismantled there.

Immediate termination in London

Around the same time, and precisely two weeks ago,
British Airways announced, suddenly and in a relative
silent aftermath the immediate end of the Boeing 747,
although it was scheduled for 2024. It was clear then
that «this immediate termination marks the end of 50

% Change Weekon % Change V's20th

07-Sep-20 14-5ep-20 Week Jan
33,086 34,118 3.1% 96.9%
43,553 57,684 324% $7.3%
46,273 47375 24% 81.6%
1,140,528 1,200,638 5.3% 12.3%
1,569,342 1,609,337 2.5% -70.3%
434,977 461,779 6.2% 63.8%
625,352 652,109 4.3% 51.5%
1,600,905 1,610,495 0.6% 50.3%
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systems, population monitoring and product control,
risk assessment and risk management, strategic
studies and national programs in water and food
borne disease prevention and in hospital infection
control programs. She has authored articles and
gave lectures on all of these subjects (more than one
hundred and fifty publications and lectures).

She is an Associate Professor of Health and Nutrition
Legislation of Master Degree in the Science College.
She is also the Chair of the Accreditation Committee
for Food Laboratories (TUNAC), the National
Accreditation Authority since 2007.

Research associate at the Pasteur Institute in Tunis

from 2010 to 2014, she was also president of the
Scientific Association on Food Safety in the Maghreb
- AMSSA (Association Maghrébine de Sécurité
Sanitaire des Aliments); Tunisian department from
2012 to 2018.

Annabi Attia holds a PHD in medicine from
the University of Tunis. She is a graduate in
occupational health and psychotherapy (Thérapie
inter-staffle) and has attended some specialized
courses in epidemiology and practical training on
items within her area of competence (food safety,
quality management, auditing, health education,
risk communication, etc.) at the national level and
international.

Dr. Saif bin Salem Al-Abri:

Saif bin Salem Al Abri studied medicine at Sultan
Qaboos University in Oman and qualified in 1993.
He has done his training in infectious diseases in
Liverpool, UK.

Dr. Al-Abri is a practicing consultant in infectious
diseases at the Royal Hospital. He was appointed in
2014 as Director General of Disease Surveillance and
Control at the Oman Ministry of Health, and he is the
national liaison for International Health Regulations in
Oman and is currently leading the national technical
team for COVID-19 response. Al Abri is interested in
education and he is an international consultant for
the Royal College of Physicians in London and the
lead examiner for the MRCP examination (United
Kingdom) in Oman from 2011 until 2015. He was
also Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Omani
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Medical College from 2015 until 2018. Currently,
he is a board member of the National University
of Science and Technology and is additionally an
associate editor of several medical journals.

Dr. Mohamed Moussif

He is the chief medical officer at Casablanca
International Airport and the national coordinator of
the entry points program in Morocco. He assumed
responsibility for the health measures that were
implemented at the borders during the period of
Ebola in 1996, then SARS, H1N1, Ebola, Zika, and
currently Covid 19. Dr. Moussif is a Graduate of the
Center for Global Health Security at Chatham House
in London. He holds an MSc in Public Health as well
as an MBA in Health Structures Management, and a
Diploma in Aeronautical Medicine from the European
School of Aviation Medicine in Frankfurt and a
Diploma in Travel Health from the Liverpool School of
Tropical Medicine.

Dr. Moussif is a member of the Africa CDC COVID-19
Steering Committee and a member of the WHO
ITH (International Travel and Health) Guidelines
Development Group and a member of the World
Health Organization group to develop guidelines
on the effectiveness and impact of travel and trade
restrictions during an outbreak. He is also the
technical advisor to the International Civil Aviation
Organization and the ICAO / CAPSCA liaison in
Morocco.

Dr. Moussif participated in the revision of nearly all
WHO guidelines and handbooks related to entry
points. Since 2003, he has undertaken more than
fifty assignments as a WHO expert in the field of
entry points including consultations and seven Joint
External Assessments (JJEs). He is the medical
advisor to the General Directorate of Civil Aviation in
Morocco and responsible for the travel health project
in the Directorate of Epidemiology and Disease
Control.

Dr. Moussif is a co-opted member of the World Health
Organization’s «IHR Expert List» since 2017.
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field of Infectious Diseases Prevention, Health and
Environment at the Norwegian Institute of Public
Health in Oslo, Norway, and Dr. Jimena Aguilera,
Director of the Center for Epidemiology and Health
Policy at the Faculty of Medicine at the University
of Del Desarolo in Santiago. - Chile and Dr. Yasser
Ibrahim Ahmed, Medical Director and Senior Adviser
at the Maldives Medical Hospital and retired colonel,
Vincent Anami from the Center for Disaster Medicine
and Humanitarian Aid and Unified Services at the
University of Health and Science at the Friends
International Center in Nairobi - Kenya, and Dr.
Carmen Aramborough, Director of Health and Social
Policy with the delegation of the Spanish government
in Catalonia - Spain, and Dr. Calpana Paroe
Co-Director, National Program for Vector-borne
Disease Control, Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare, New Delhi-India, Professor Lucille
Bloomberg, Deputy Director, National Institute of
Infectious Diseases and National Health Laboratory
Service, Johannesburg, South Africa, and Ms. Malini
Chittaganbeach, Consultant Medical Scientist,
Department of Medical Sciences, Ministry of Public
Health Thailand, Mr. John Lavery, Executive Director
of Health Emergencies Department in British
Columbia and Regional Health Services Canada, and
Professor James Leduc, Director of the Galveston
National Laboratory, University of Texas Medical
Branch, Galveston - USA, Dr. Dixin Lee, Director of
the National Institute for Viral Disease Control and
Prevention at the Chinese Center for Disease Control
and Prevention - People’s Republic of China, and
Dr. Rinat Maxotov, Director General of the Federal
Budget Research Foundation - State Research
Center for Virology and Biotechnology, Federal
Service for Monitoring the Protection of Consumer
Rights and Human Welfare in Koltsovo -Russian
Federation and Dr. Talaat Mukhtari Azad, Director
of the Iranian National Influenza Center, Department
of Tehran University of Medical Sciences, Faculty of
Public Health in Tehran - Islamic Republic of Iran,
and the committee also includes: Mrs. Oli Bime Ojo
Former Director of Disease Control, Nigeria Center
for Disease Control, Abuja, Nigeria

Dr. Jean-Marie Oku-Bailey, Public Health Adviser in
the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Dr. Tomoya
Saito, Director of the Health Crisis Management
Department of the National Institute of Public Health
in Japan, and Dr. Amadou Alva Saal, Director of
the Dakar Pasteur Institute and WHO Collaborating
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Center for Arbovirus and Viral Hemorrhagic Fever in
Senegal and Dr. Mark Salter, Consultant in Global
Health and Public Health in England-London-United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and
Professor Myungsee Sun, Professor Emeritus at the
Faculty of Medicine at Yonsei University in Korea and
Professor Lothar H. Wheeler, President of the Robert
Koch Institute in Germany.

According to the World Health Organization, the
committee is evaluating the performance of the
International Health Regulations in the context of
the emerging corona virus, and will recommend
introducing the «changes it deems necessary.»
The World Health Assembly had submitted to the
Director-General of the World Health Organization
a draft resolution to initiate a step-by-step process
for an impartial, independent and comprehensive
assessment of the international health response in
order to confront COVID-19 coordinated by the World
Health Organization, including through the use of
existing mechanisms such as the Review Committee
under the International Health Regulations (IHR).
2005).

Biographical notes on the Arab competencies:
Dr. Soraya Al Annabi Attia

Tunisian doctor Thouraya Annabi Attia working in
the field of preventive medicine, and has held many
positions at the regional and national levels in the
national public health system, since 1986, especially
as inspector of occupational health, head of the
regional and then national public hygiene service,
and director of the food safety section of the National
Agency for Supervision. Health and Environmental
from 2006 to 2015. Since May 2015 Al-Annabi joined
the National Observatory of New and Emerging
Diseases (ONMNE) and retired from public
administration in July 2017. Then she worked on a
volunteering basis (hospital and NGO consultancy)
and as an independent expert. The Tunisian doctor
participated in several researches. She conducted
some epidemiological studies on a variety of health
topics (public health and sanitation, food poisoning
and food safety, environmental impact on health,
vector control, water hygiene, hospital infections,
and mental health).

She has worked extensively in health education
and risk reporting, health regulations, information
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Arab medical competencies appointed to sit on the WHO Health Regula-
tions Review Committee

Ibrahim Bennadi-The World Health Organization has
selected three Arab medical competencies to sit
in the Health Regulation Review committee, which
pursued its proceedings on 8 and 9 September
2020. The nominees are Dr Thouraya Annabi
Attia, from Tunisia, and she is Director of Health
Protection and Monitoring at the National Agency
for Health Protection within the Ministry of Health in
the Republic of Tunisia and a civil society member
defending public health facilities, Dr. Saif bin Salem
Al Abri, Director General of Disease Control and
Control at the Ministry of Health in the Sultanate of
Oman, and Dr. Mohamed Moussif, Chief Medical
Officer at Mohammed V International Airport, and
the national coordinator of the entry points program
in the Kingdom of Morocco.

In his statement to the Moroccan Medi 1 TV channel,
Mohamed Moussif said that the regulations of the
World Health Organization are a binding legal tool
for member states of the organization. It is essentially
international law, and one of the oldest health laws
in the world not a new one, dating back to 1377, and
commensurate to the level of severity of epidemics
threatening global health aiming to reduce them.

Moussif added that the appointed committee enacts
a set of measures to strengthen the health system
as a whole and rises to the level of binding legal
standards with regard to measures adopted globally
at the level of epidemic management, coordination,
communication, response capabilities, combating
animal epidemics and radiation threats, monitoring
the work of laboratories and the capabilities of

transit ports (airports, ports, etc.), whether In terms
of readiness, preparedness, and strengthening of
the early surveillance mechanism. It also concerns
a group of other annexes on events ‘evaluation and
the granting of certificates.

Dr. Moussif emphasized that the committee is the
only one authorized to review the International Health
Regulations, make recommendations, and provide
technical advice to the Director-General of the World
Health Organization.

Dr. Moussif participated, in a group of workshops
organized by the Arab Civil Aviation Organization
and has facilitated as of last June, a workshop on
crisis management and public health measures for
the civil aviation industry in light of the new Corona
pandemic (COVID 19).), organized by the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization from 22 to 26 June 2020.

Dr. Moussif as a representative of the African
continent

The World Health Organization stated, in a statement,
that Dr. Moussif represents the African continent
within this committee, along with six other experts,
including South African Dr. Lucille Bloomberg of
the National Institute of Infectious Diseases and the
Senegalese Professor Amadou Sall, Director of the
Pasteur Institute in Dakar.

The committee includes 20 other members, in
addition to Arab competencies, and they are: Dr.
Preben Avitsland, Senior Adviser, Professor in the



8. UTM the new ATM Plus

The aim of this webinar was to explain how the
rapidly growing unmanned traffic is becoming an
essential stakeholder in the ATM world and how to
integrate the new partner in & how can we safely and
efficiently grow both sides of the scale.

This webinar was attended by 188 participants.

9. System Wide Information Management

The aim of this webinar was to present the
transformation of the ANS infrastructure to a globally
interoperable ecosystem and its importance for the
global roadmap presented in Global Air Navigation
Plan and what has been learned from the first-
generation implementations of SWIM enabled
applications.

This webinar was attended by 185 participants.
10. Civil Military Coordination

The aim of this webinar was to provide useful
guidance based on ICAO Circular 330 with a special
focus on conditional Route (CDM) and Airspace
management Cell (AMC) operation and an overview
of the new ICAO doc 10088 and awareness on the
implementation of the Free Routes Airspace (FRA)
Concept.

This webinar was attended by 216 participants.

Activities of the Organization

Issue 40
September 2020

Month of Knowledge
For The Fuiure of ANS

5

UTM - The New ATM Plus =

26™ August 2020
The rapidly growing unmanned traffic is becoming an essential stakeholder in the
ATM world How will the new partner be integrated and how can we safely and
efficiently grow together?

Who Should Attend?
Members of the entire aviation community including international & natio
organizations, policy makers, & airspace users

P

o @

For The Future of ANS

System Wide Information Management (SWIM)
27" August 2020

Presenting the transformation of the ANS infrastructure to a globally interoperab
ecosystem and its importance for the global roadmap presented in Global Air
Navigation Plan (GANP) and what has been learned from the first-generation
implementations of SWIM enabled applications

Who Should Attend?
Members of the entire aviation community including system architects, engineers,
and managers who are interested in SWIM as a strategic building block

Month of Knowledge
For The Future of ANS

Civil Military Coordination
31%t August 2020 12:00 UAE | 08:00 UTC
Benefits of Civil/Military Cooperation, to provide useful guidance based on ICAO
Circular330 with a special focus on Conditiona Route (CDR) and Airspace
Management Cell (AMC) operation, provide an overview of the new ICAO Doc 10088
and awareness on the implementation of the Free Routes Airspace (FRA) Concept

Who Should Attend?

International, Regional and National Civil Aviation Authorities, National Military

Authorities, Industry Associations, & ANSPs.



Activities of the Organization

4. Effectiveness Quality & Compliance Audit for
ANSP

The aim of this webinar was to provide information
about Merging Quality and Compliance audit.
Importance audit preparation, defining and
publishing auditor’s action before the audit. Exploring
how to complete audit reducing necessary resource
and increasing the performance of the audit.

This webinar was attended by 355 participants.

5. Systems Thinking in Safety

The aim of this webinar was to encourage a ‘systems
thinking’ approach to help make sense of — and
improve — system performance. Ways of thinking
about systems, work and safety, and translating
theory into practice.

This webinar was attended by 322 participants.

6- AIP Digital Datasets
The aim of this webinar were the following:

° From the perspective of transposing
Annex 15/PANS-AIM requirements, the most
demanding activity for a State AIS is the operational
implementation of the digital datasets.

° The initiative proposes the implementation
steps of AIP datasets i.e. the “What”, “How”, “When”
and transition plan elements

This webinar was attended by 284 participants.

7- Blockchain & Big Data in AIM

The aim of this webinar was to provide an overview
of “Blockchain” & “Big Data” in general, its potential
use in AIM, real-time benefits in terms of cost,
performance, decision making and governance and
the industry challenges for its implementation.

This webinar was attended by 242 participants.
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Month of Knowledge
For The Future of ANS 7+

Effective Quality & Compliance Audit for ANSP

13t August 2020 12:00 UAE | 08:00 UTC

Merging Quality and Compliance audit. Importance of audit preparation, defining &
publishing auditors’ actions before an audit. Exploring how to complete an audi
reducing resources, & increasing the performance of an audit.

Who Should Attend?

Aviation Quality and Safety personnel and any individuals/professionals with an
interest in quality compliance & safety

@

Month of Knowledge
For The Fuiure of ANS

Systems Thinking in Safety

17t August 2020

12:00 UAE | 08:00 UTC
Exploring concepts to encourage a ‘systems thinking’ approach to help make sen
of & improve systems performance. Ways of thinking about systems, work and

safety, & translating theory into pra

Who Should Attend?
Aviation Safety personnel and any individuals/professionals with an interest in safety

Month of Knowledge &)
For The Future of ANS w7+

AIP Digital Datasets

19% August 2020 12:00 UAE | 08:00 UTC

The perspective of transposing Annex 15/PANS-AIM requirements is the most
demanding activity for a State AIS i.e. the operational implementation of the digital
datasets. The session discusses the implementation steps of AIP datasets, the
“What”, “How”, “When” of the transition plan eleme

Who Should Attend?

National and States AlS offices, AIM vendors/indus

@

Month of Knowledge
Feor The Future of ANS

Blockchain & Big Data in ANS
24t August 2020 12:00 UAE | 08:00 UTC
What is “Blockchain” and “Big Data” in general, its potential use in ANS, real-time
benefits in terms of cost, performance, decision making and governance and the
industry challenges for its implementation?

Who Should Attend?

Members and students of the extended aviation commu 0 want to learn

about the latest developments with regards to Blockchain an ta in ANS
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A series of educational webinars organized by the General Civil Aviation
Authority in the United Arab Emirates in cooperation with the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization (ACAO) and the International Civil Aviation Organi-
zation (ICAO), organized during August 2020.

In the interest of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization to coordinate and cooperate with international and regional
organizations working in the field of civil aviation and member states in light of the emerging Corona crisis
(COVID-19),

Civil Aviation Authority in the United Arab Emirates, the Arab Civil Aviation Organization and the International
Civil Aviation Organization have organized ten (10) educational webinars on various topics related to air
navigation services issues during the month of August 2020. These webinars were attended by more than 2657
participants from nearly 226 bodies / institutions and/ or international or regional organizations. These webinars

are the following:

1. Effectiveness of AIM functions, systems, and
processes

The aim of this webinar was to introduce the audience
to the aeronautical information functions that is a
State responsibility and the systems and processes
to effectively and efficiently fulfill these functions.

This webinar was attended by 237 participants.
2. Air Traffic Flow Management

The aim of this webinar was to provide an introduction
to Air Traffic Flow Management as a part of the ATM
ecosystem and how the collaboration of the aviation
community is expected to contribute to an optimal
and efficient resource utilization.

This webinar was attended by 271 participants.

3. Future of ATC Training

The aim of this webinar was to provide level basic
information on ATC to cover its sections, parts and
divisions. How do they manage the skies above us
and what does it take to become one of them ?

Also a look on future insight of how traffic control
training would look like in the future, what would be
changed and a look on the simulators of tomorrow.

This webinar was attended by 377 participants.

Month of Knowledge
For The Future of ANS -r

Effectiveness of AIM functions, systems, & processes
6" August 2020 12:00 UAE | 08:00 UTC

A presentation of the aeronautical information functions that are a State
responsibility, and the systems and processes to effectively and efficiently fulfill
these roles

Who Should Attend?
ATM community i.e. Aerodromes, Airspace users (Airline  TM service providers
and State Regulatory authorities

Month of Knowledge
For The Fuiure of ANS

Air Traffic Flow Management

9h August 2020 12:00 UAE | 08:00 UTC

An introduction to Air Traffic Flow Management as part of the ATM ecosystem and

how collaboration of the aviation community contributes to an optimal and efficient
resource utilizatio

Who Should Attend?
Members of the extended aviation community and aviation enthusiast who want to
learn more about how to manage the challenges in a congested airspace.

7 %ﬁﬂ!\’

J

Month of Knowledge &)
For The Future of ANS ~

Future of ATC Training

11 August 2020 12:00 UAE | 08:00 UTC

An introduction to ATC sections, parts and divisions. An insight of how air traffic
control training will look like in the future and how it would adapt to integration of
drones, hypersonic traffic, & data lin

Who Should Attend?

General public, aspiring aviation-minded individuals. Educational institutions,

students and their guardians  TM community, air traffic controllers and assistan
Training managers along with instructors, simulator operators, and pseudo pilots
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financial support for this sector, as airlines in the
region suffer greatly from the repercussions of
the spread of the Corona virus, as they incurred
important financial losses due to the lack of air
passenger traffic and the diminution of financial
flows from revenues. It is expected that airlines
in the region will lose the equivalent of $ 37 per
passenger during the year 2020, compared to
the previous year’s loss, which was estimated
at$ 6.

The workshop continued with a presentation from
the Arab Air Carriers Organization during the
second session. It was devoted to the impact of the
pandemic on the aviation sector. The third session
discussed the indicative list of health measures
published by the ICAO’s Council Air Transport
Restart Task Force, according to the presentation of
the Arab Civil Aviation Organization, on the general
framework of the regulation, the Regional Office
of the International Civil Aviation Organization in
Cairo regarding the CART’s passenger journey,
The International Air Transport Association for
Africa and the Middle East, followed by the fourth
session, which was devoted to the measures
submitted by countries to support and relaunch of
air transport and its recovery from the effects of
the pandemic (the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan,
the Republic of Tunisia, the People’s Democratic
Republic of Algeria, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
the Republic of lIraqg, the Sultanate of Oman,
the State of Qatar, the State of Kuwait, the Arab
Republic of Egypt and the Republic of Yemen.)
based on their experience and the measures
implemented by them in this regard.

At the end of the workshop, it was recommended
that:

e Governments should follow standard guidance
issued by the ICAO Council Aviation Recovery
Team on health measures that countries may
adopt when relaunching air transport.

® The health measures adopted by governments
be supported by scientific evidence and based on
risk assessment, and within this framework, three
important points must be emphasized:

- The importance of avoiding quarantine in the

Issue 40
September 2020

country of arrival, as it is an ineffective measure to
protect against the virus and does not guarantee
that the infection will not spread at the airport of
arrival or the country of destination, according
to what was stated in the IATA presentation. The
effect of quarantine on travel demand is very
negative and resembles the effect of a complete
ban Travel.

- Not applying physical spacing on board the
aircraft as a condition of operation. It is necessary
to avoid such a procedure in the presence of high-
efficiency air filters (HEPA FILTERS) and because
of the movement of air circulation inside the cabin.
Airlines can apply physical spacing if the number
of passengers, cabin division, weight factors and
plane balance allow this.

- Aircraft sterilization procedures are based
on the risk of transmission so that countries do
not exaggerate the requirements for sterilizing
aircraft, since freezing the aircraft on the ground
will not help the return of demand for travel and
will lead to major delays in flights and schedules
and congestion of travelers in airport lobbies,
especially as airlines are committed to a set of
measures to limit movements on board.

In addition, the participants of the workshop
agreed on the importance of the following points
in re-stimulating travel demand:
¢ Facilitating travel visas
e Enabling full travel insurance that covers
COVID19
eAnd as a final point, underlined the
importance to start preventing the virus in
the planning stage of travel, as stated in
the countries’ presentations, and the use of
technology on the largest scale which helps
in this as well as in reducing the touch points
in surfaces during the entire stages of travel.
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procedures for aircraft at return points, will
not achieve anything given that all aircraft
are sterilized at least once every 24 hours
in addition to the precautionary measures at
airports and airplanes. On the contrary, it will
create a financial burden for air carriers causing
departure times delays and resulting in a
congestion of passengers in the departure halls.

In the speech His Excellency Engineer Mohamed
Al-Samawi, acting Regional Director, ICAO Middle
East Office, he started by thanking the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization for the invitation to participate
in this important event, which sheds light on one
of the most important current challenges of the
civil aviation sector, requiring concerted efforts to
reduce health risks at all stages of travel and more
importantly restoring the public’s confidence in
flying. His Excellency also indicated that the safety
and well-being of passengers and aviation sector’s
employees is a top priority for the International
Civil Aviation Organization. Consequently, the
organization has undertaken many regional and
international initiatives to help countries resume
operation and recover from the impact of the
Coronavirus pandemic, through wide-ranging
consultations with countries and organizations,
with important contributions from the World Health
Organization and with the participation of a number
of other United Nations organizations such as
the International Organization for Migration and
others, and many partners and stakeholders in
the aviation sector. His Excellency also addressed
the report of the Civil Aviation Recovery Task
Force, which aims to relaunch the international air
transport sector and harmonize global activities
aimed at achieving this purpose, highlighting
that following the guidance included either in the
report or in the take-off document will facilitate the
process of mutual recognition and harmonization
of procedures related to the emerging coronavirus
in the aviation sector worldwide in line with ICAO
standards, plans and policies.

In his closing remarks Engineer Muhammad Al-
Samawi stressed that, in order to overcome this
pandemic successfully, everyone must cooperate
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closely and continuously, and that planning for
the future should be done by following a flexible
approach and ensuring strict and coordinated
follow-up, while assessing the situation and
benefiting from lessons at this stage to build a
flexible and resilient aviation system with future
crises, and to restore the confidence of the
air traveler and stimulate the demand for safe
travel. He also stated that the International Civil
Aviation Organization continues to work on the
concept of a public health corridor, which uses
a risk-based approach to mitigate the spread of
Covid 19 disease. It is worth noting in this respect
the importance of public health measures to
restart the air transport industry while calling for
more innovative ways on how to restore public
confidence in flying.

In his address, His Excellency Mr. Muhammad
Ali bin Muhammad Ala Al-Din Al-Bakri, IATA Vice
President for Africa and the Middle East, started
by thanking the Arab Civil Aviation Organization
for the constant coordination and cooperation
efforts with the various international and regional
organizations, deemed to be the pillars and
cornerstones of the air transport restart and
recovery from the effects of the Coronavirus
pandemic; three vital topics were highlighted by
his Excellency in his speech, namely:
- The International Air Transport Association
wishes that States and governments of the region
to expedite the implementation of the take-off
plan, and for mutual recognition between them
as stated in the plan.
- The second topic relates to the Corona virus
tests; given that a health test reduces the risks
of the virus spreading, but if these checks do
not follow the standards of speed, efficiency and
reliability, it will result in them that will negatively
affect the recovery rates of air travel demand.
The cost factor of these Medical tests is also one
of the obstacles that the sector faces during the
recovery phase, and it will negatively affect the
cost of travel, thus slowing the people’s demand
for travel.
- The International Air Transport Association
called on governments of the region to provide
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most countries around the world to impose a state
of emergency and impose total or partial closures
on passenger traffic. This contrived major Arab
airlines to suspend or reduce their flights, and thus
led to a sharp decline in the sector’s revenues,
resulting in negative repercussions that led to
reducing the salaries of workers and dispensing
others, because of the inability of these airlines
to maintain the necessary financial liquidity
during the prolonged interruption of operation. He
indicated that initial estimates point out that 60% of
travelers strive to return back to travel after one to
two months post containment of the Corona virus,
appraising the package of appropriate and risk-
based measures and procedures that have been
approved by the Council of the International Civil
Aviation Organization, to restart international air
transport in light of the procedures and measures
recommended by the World Health Organization.
He also mentioned that travelers’ confidence
would suffer from the impact of two main factors
even after the global epidemic is contained, the
first one being personal economic concerns in the
face of the looming recession, and the second one
concerns relates to travel safety in the long term.
This implies that governments must accelerate
the development of standards to enhance air
travelers’ confidence in health safety measures, by
establishing a proactive system for the detection
and control of potential patients, while avoiding
to turn travelers experience into a devastating
one, with the need to invest in health emergency
tools to detect, respond and recover. Accordingly,
restoring air traveler’s confidence derives from
the efficiency in implementing precautionary
measures, in addition to the impact of the offers
made by agents and partners involved in the travel
sector as a kind of incentives to the traveler calling
for more innovative methods on how to restore the
traveler’s confidence in the travel sector.

His Excellency Dr. Ambassador - Kamal Hassan
Ali also noted the reports issued by the General
Directorate of the organization as forwarded to the
Arab League, provided analyzes and estimates
on the negative effects that hit the sector as a
key industry of the Arab and global economy.
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He also hoped that the workshop would come
up with important recommendations that will be
presented during the next meeting of the Council
of Arab Transport Ministers and are included in
the overall vision for joint economic action after the
Corona pandemic, which will be submitted to the
Economic and Social Council.

During his intervention, His Excellency Mr. Abdel
Wahab Tuffaha, Secretary General of the Arab
Air Carriers Organization, spoke about the four
elements, which he believes are necessary to
share with those involved in decision-making in
the civil aviation and air transport sector in the
Arab countries, and they are:
- The first element: health outweighs the
economy in terms of importance. Consequently,
airlines understand that countries are trying
to enhance their health status even if it is at
the expense of the economy and economic
openness. Nonetheless, in the backdrop of the
crisis for at least one more year, consideration
should be given to elements that enhance air
transport immunity, and this is mainly due to
the lack of consumer confidence and the lack
of confidence of governments to open up, until
there is a vaccine against this virus.
- The second element is that 95% of the new
Corona virus infections show among residents
and not among expatriates and this percentage
in the United States of America rises to 99%,
and accordingly, the fear of expatriates is not
as severe as measures applied by governments
currently on them.
- The third element: implementing isolation
measures upon arrival, or narrowly limiting
the countries to travel to and from, affects the
restoration of air traveler’s confidence, especially
if we look at the previous data and see that only
5% can transmit the infection, in addition to the
measures that have been addressed through the
CART document, as well as PCR analysis before
and sometimes after travel, and preventive
measures at airports and on airplanes, all these
measures immunize the air transport sector
against the spread of the epidemic.
- The fourth element: exaggerated sterilization
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and coordination between Arab countries in
the field of civil aviation and developing it, while
laying the foundations for its unification, in order
to respond to the needs for a safe, secure and
regular air transport throughout the Arab nation.
This comes in line with the Air Transport Committee
recommendation No. 43, which was held on May
19-20, 2020, stipulating in its third paragraph to
: “Commission the General Directorate to quickly
organize a workshop in coordination with the Arab
Civil Aviation Organization, member States’ Civil
aviation authorities , the International Civil Aviation
Organization, the International Air Transport
Association and the Arab Air Carriers Organization,
to discuss the indicators that contribute in
restoring air transport operations and launching
the recovery of the industry, as well as restoring
the traveler’s confidence for the coming period, in
a manner that ensures airlines continuity as well
as all components of the industry, and restart at
the same levels prior to the pandemic, and better,
God willing.

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization has also made
a conscious effort to contribute with the rest of the
Arab institutions in providing an Arab platform to
allow discussion on most important related topics.
His Excellency Eng. Abdenbi Manar, Director
General of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization,
opened the workshop where he welcomed His
Excellency Ambassador - Dr. Kamal Hassan Ali -
Assistant Secretary General, Head of the Economic
Sector of the League of Arab States, and also with
the participation of their Excellences, heads and
directors of civil aviation authorities and authorities
of the Arab countries members of the organization.
His Excellency expressed his full thanks and
appreciation for their continuous support to the
organization and their vigilance in facilitation
integration and coordination bringing together
the organization’s general management and their
honorable authorities and bodies. He also thanked
the partners for organizing this interactive meeting,
especially:

- His Excellency Mr. Abdel Wahab Tuffaha,
Secretary General of the Arab Air Carriers
Organization.

- His Excellency Eng. Mohamed EI-Samawy, Acting
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Regional Director, ICAO Middle East Office.

- His Excellency Mr. Muhammad Ali bin Muhammad
Ala Al-Din Al-Bakri, IATA Vice President for Africa
and the Middle East.

It should be noted that this workshop was divided
into four sessions. The first session defined the
opening words, and the second session was
dedicated to the impact of the pandemic on the
aviation sector, consistent with the presentation
made by the Arab Air Carriers Organization.
As for the third session, the list of indicative health
measures published by the International Civil
Aviation Council Air Transport Restart Task Force
was addressed through three presentations : the
first presentation was presented by the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization on the general framework
of the regulation, the second presentation
was presented by the Regional Office of the
International Civil Aviation Organization in Cairo
and covered the topic related to The passenger
journey based on CARTS work, and the third one
was presented by the International Air Transport
Association for Africa and the Middle East. The
fourth session, which was devoted to the package
measures submitted by countries to support the
restart of air transport and its recovery from the
effects of the pandemic through member states
of the Organization presentations reviewing their
experience and measures implemented in that
respect, followed then by a session of questions
and discussions.

For his part, His Excellency Dr. Ambassador - Kamal
Hassan Ali - Assistant Secretary General, Head of
the Economic Sector at the League of Arab States,
started his speech by welcoming the participants
to this workshop, stressing the important and
required role of joint Arab action institutions at this
stage while the Arab region is witnessing changes
and developments. He also thanked the General
Directorate of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization
for the opportunity to participate in this interactive
meeting in order to consult on the negative
effects of the new Corona virus pandemic and the
restriction imposed on air traveler's movements
and ways to provide solutions for its recovery. The
impact of the spread of this epidemic has forced
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A workshop on restoring air traveler’s confidence
and stimulate travel demand

Rabat - On July 27, 2020, the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization held a workshop entitled: «Restoring
the confidence of the air traveler and stimulating
travel demand», using distance communication
technology. The workshop which aims to determine
the extent of the impact of the Corona virus crisis
on the aviation sector, and reduce public health
risks in light of the outbreak of the new Coronavirus
(COVID 19) pandemic, and in particular risks
related to air passengers and workers health.
It also aims at enhancing the confidence of
travelers in order to initiate the recovery of civil
aviation activity, by studying mitigation measures
and precautionary measures included in the
guidelines prepared by the International Civil
Aviation Organization’s Council aviation recovery
task force (ICAO), as well as the «Civil Aviation
Recovery Global Implementation Roadmap»
framed by the ICAO Secretariat, which constitutes
a high-level implementation framework.

Eighty seven officials from 13 civil aviation
authorities of member States participated in the
workshop representing the Hashemite Kingdom
of Jordan, the Kingdom of Bahrain, the Republic
of Tunisia, the People’s Democratic Republic
of Algeria, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the
Republic of Irag, the Sultanate of Oman, the
State of Palestine, the State of Qatar, the State of
Kuwait, the Republic of Arab Egypt, the Kingdom
of Morocco and the Republic of Yemen, in addition
to the participation of: the economic sector of the
General Secretariat of the League of Arab States,
the Arab Air Carriers Organization, the ICAO
Middle East Office, the IATA Office for Africa and
the Middle East, as well as representatives of Arab
airlines under the umbrella of AACO.

Organizing this event comes within the various
activities that the Arab Civil Aviation Organization
carries out on a number of issues relevant to her
mandate, and mainly, strengthening cooperation
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The Arab Civil Aviation Organization participates in the emergency mee-
ting of joint Arab action institutions to support Sudan

HAMDI SALEM

The General Directorate of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization, headed by His Excellency Eng.
AbdenbiManar, Director General of the Organization,
participated on Tuesday, September 8, 2020, in the
emergency meeting of joint Arab action institutions
to support Sudan face the damage and losses due
to the unprecedented torrential floods. The meeting
was held via videoconference.

Duringthe meeting, the joint Arab action organizations
and federations were asked to accelerate the
provision of urgent support, each in its respective
field of competence, through the procurement of
urgent humanitarian and relief assistance to the
Sudanese people. It was decided to establish an
operations room at the Arab League to ensure the
follow up related to the developments of the situation
in Sudan and coordinate the Arab relief provided
to Khartoum. In addition, it was agreed during this
meeting that the Arab Organization for Agricultural
Development is the representative of the League
of Arab States and the mechanism for receiving
humanitarian, medical and food aid, in addition to
providing financial support to those affected and
small farmers.

In a speech by the Sudanese ambassador to the
Arab Republic of Egypt and its representative to

the Arab League, Ambassador Muhammad Elias,
explained the mostimportantneedsto support Sudan,
especially in terms of building dams and bridges and
treating beach land depressions resulting from the
floods. He also presented a detailed report on the
food and medical needs, tents and spray pesticides
to fight Insects, mosquitoes and malaria spread,
stressing that Sudan is undergoing a catastrophic
situation and needs urgent and effective Arab and
international support, and assistance in repairing
infrastructure and house collapses.

His Excellency Eng. Abdenbi Manar presented the

vision of the General Directorate of the organization
in dealing with such a scourge. His Excellency
indicated that this ordeal must be transfigured
into a benefit through concerted efforts among
all stakeholders, accelerating the laying of the
foundations to establish a fund to support disasters
and epidemics, as mentioned above. He furthermore
presented proposals to support this fund.

It is worth noting that it was agreed to send a plane in

the name of the Arab League, next Tuesday, to carry
urgent humanitarian and relief aid, provided that an
Arab delegation would accompany those aids to
announce the volume of direct financial support to
Sudan.
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The Air Navigation Committee of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization at
its 43rd session 28, 29 and 30 September 2020 (Via telecommunication
using the «Zoom facility»)

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization organized the
forty-third meeting of the Air Navigation Committee on
28, 29 and 30 September 2020, via telecommunication
using the «Zoom» facility. Sixty one participants from
17 Arab Civil Aviation Organization member States
and 6 international and regional organizations (ACAQ,
JPO, IATA |, ICAQO IFALPA, IFATCA) participated in this
meeting.

His Excellency Eng / Abdenbi Manar, Director General
of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization, opened the
meeting. He welcomed the members of the committee,
while highlighting its importance in a context oriented
towards developing the organization’s technical work in
the field of air navigation, the Air Navigation Committee
being one of its main arms in that perspective. He
reminded the audience that the Air transport, which is
considered one of the basic economic sectors, is one
of the civilian sectors most affected by the spread of
the new Corona virus. On the other hand, the Director
General emphasized in his opening speech that holding
the committee’s meetings virtually is an opportunity
for member states granted observers statute in the
participating to the committee and adding value to the
its discussions as well as its outputs.

His Excellency also stressed the
coordination and cooperation between regional
and international organizations, and in particular
considering a series of measures and recovery plans
that would support the return of this sector to play its
natural role in ensuring sustainable development and
stimulating the rapid growth of other economic sectors.

importance of

In his opening speech, His Excellency also extended
his warmest congratulations to Mr. Ibrahim Bunyan Al
Jabri, Chairman of the Air Navigation Committee and the
representative of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, following
his appointment to the Air Navigation Commission of
the International Civil Aviation Organization’ Council, as
a permanent representative of the Kingdom, wishing
him every success.

Onhis side, Mr. Nasser Jassim Al-Khalaf, Vice Chairman
of the Air Navigation Committee and the representative
of the State of Qatar, welcomed the members of the
committee. He also stressed the importance of the
meeting while recalling the topics on the agenda and
thanked the organization and the Director General
for the efforts made, especially those supporting the
restoration of the air transport activity in the region
following the spread of the Corona Virus Pandemic.
(COVID-19).

This meeting addressed several topics of importance
in the field of air navigation in the Arab region, tackling
several topics, the most important of which being the
follow up of the latest developments, procedures and
measures undertaken to ensure the return to normal
operation of civil aviation activities. It also addressed
the follow up of the recommendations of the committee
in its 42nd edition held on May 18 and 19, 2020, i.e.
Overflight permissions, Organizational Improvement
packages and air traffic flow management project in the
Middle East as well as expansion of satellite navigation
coverage.
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The Arab Civil Aviation Organization participates in the 106th session of
the Economic and Social Council at the ministerial level

Rabat — His Excellency Eng. Abdenbi Manar,
Director General of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization, participated on Thursday, 3
September 2020, in the work of the 106th session
of the Economic and Social Council at the
Finance, Economy and Trade Ministers level. The
meeting was held for the first time through remote
communication technology, given the exceptional
worldwide circumstances because of the outbreak
of the new Corona virus (Covid-19). This fact has
necessitated shortening the items of the draft
agenda, whereby the draft resolutions issued by
the recommendations of the meeting of senior
officials and the social and economic committees,
were approved.

During this session several topics were discussed,
foremost among which is the economic and social
file of the Arab League Council at the next summit
level, the support to the Palestinian economy, the
unified Arab economic report for the year 2020,
and the unified Arab speech of the joint annual
meeting of the International Monetary Fund and
the World Bank for the year 2020. The meeting also
discussed a number of important measures as
part of the ongoing full Arab support and solidarity
to the Lebanese Republic, in order to overcome
the effects of the «Port of Beirut» disaster that
occurred on August 4, and aims at providing

economic, social and development support to
enable it to overcome the repercussions of this
disaster, in line with the call made by Mr. Ahmed
Aboulgheit, Secretary General of the League of
Arab States, as well as the results of his solidarity
visit to Beirut. The meeting also discussed the
direct health and development implications of
the Corona pandemic and the severe social and
economic repercussions associated with it on all
Arab communities.

Thereports and decisions of the ministerial councils
and the specialized Arab committees were also
studied, where the report and recommendations of
the 29th meeting of the Organization’s Committee
for Coordination and Follow-up emanating from
the Economic and Social Council were approved,
and in particular the item related to plans and
budgets of specialized Arab organizations for the
fiscal years 2021-2022, which was deferred for
study in order to present it during the extraordinary
meeting of the Organizations Committee during
the month of December.

It is worth noting that this session has known the
handover of the presidency from His Excellency
the Minister of Finance of the State of Qatar,
Chairman of the previous session to His Excellency
the Minister of Finance of the State of Kuwait,
Chairman of the current session.
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Virtual remote meeting on «overflight permission procedures”

Rabat-The Arab Civil Aviation Organization, in
partnership with the International Civil Aviation
Organization-Cairo office, and the International
Air  Transport  Association, organized a
“videoconference» on August 13, 2020, from 09: 00-
11: 00 a.m. UTC.

The meeting, which comes within the framework of
the Arab Civil Aviation Organization’s commitment
to coordinate and cooperate with international and
regional organizations working in the field of civil
aviation in the background of the emerging Corona
crisis (COVID-19), was attended by 53 participants
from 13 countries and 4 regional and international
organizations (ACAO, IATA, ICAO, IFATCA).

The virtual meeting was opened by Engineer
/ Mohamed Rejeb, Navigation and Air Safety
Expert on behalf of His Excellency Eng / Abdenbi
Manar, Director General of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization, Mr. Sida Proutis, Representative of
the International Air Transport Association, and
Mr. Radwan Al-Issawi, Regional Officer for Aviation
Information Management at the regional office
of the International Civil Aviation Organization in
Cairo. Participants were welcomed and thanked for
accepting the invitation to join the remote meeting.
During this meeting, it was emphasized that the
resumptionofoperationsinasafe, secure, sustainable
and orderly manner can only be achieved by the
concerted efforts of all aviation stakeholders. It was
also stressed that close and continuous cooperation
is beneficial for both information exchange and
a coordinated global response appropriate to all
countries, regions and stakeholders.

Therefore, this meeting represents an important and
useful framework to enable airlines, represented
by the International Air Transport Association,

to highlight the challenges and emerging issues
related to overflight permissions and to propose
recommendations and concrete actions.

The meeting aims primarily to notify the audience
of the advancements related to the implementation
of the work assigned to the aviation sector recovery
working group established at the level of the
International Civil Aviation Organization in the Middle
EastRegion (RPTF) as well as the four technical tracks
emanating from it, especially Track No. 4 related to
Air Navigation Services and Air Traffic Management
(WS4): ANS / ATM), whilst providing an overview of
the challenges related to authorizing overflights and
agreeing on the necessary procedures to ensure
that these permissions are granted efficiently in line
with the 1944 Chicago Convention and the basic
principles of international law.

During this meeting, visual presentations were made
by the representative of the International Civil Aviation
Organization, the representative of the International
Air Transport Association, and the representative
of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization. These
presentations were followed by a panel discussion
that focused mainly on the extent to which countries’
support the concept of «File n Fly» and potential
motions to improve this concept, as well as on the
difficulties and challenges facing the issuance
of overflight permissions during the COVID-19
pandemic. It should be noted that the meeting
of Civil Aviation Authorities ‘Directors General in
the Middle East, that took place on April 23, 2020,
underlined the importance of taking all necessary
measures to facilitate a cooperative approach to
resume commercial passenger flights. For more
details about this meeting, check the attached report
under the following link: www.acao.org.ma
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aviation security emergency measures during the
COVID-19 pandemic, as well as those related to
Public Health Corridor (PHC) and airport restart, the
COVID-19 Response and Recovery Implementation
Center (CRRIC) was strengthened, which serves as
a platform for the exchange of information, activities
and experiences between countries, using tools for:
- Ensuring Gap analysis;
- Mitigation of public healthrisks which contains
applicable measures to be implemented by
states, airport operators, airlines and other
stakeholders in the air transport field;
- Exchanging information and documents
between countries or the public, as well as a
documentation and support page where States
can ask questions to experts and refer to a
database of frequently asked questions;
- Taking into account the CART Regional
Implementation Roadmap tool, which provides
information on the activities of both headquarters
and regional offices to support countries in
implementing the CART recommendations, and
allows users to search for activities by region
and type of initiative.

Many countries made a gradual resumption of air
transport, which started with Domestic air transport,
and after that, their skies were opened to regional
air transport, as is the case for the European Union
and the Asian Countries (ASEAN), to international
air transport.

However, the continuing spread of Coronavirus
(19) and its high rate in most regions prevented the
expected results from being achieved. Whereas, in
the context of confronting the pandemic, countries
imposed additional precautionary health measures
on air travelers, among which we mention, for
example, but not limited to, the mandatory conduct
of corona virus testing and quarantine upon
arrival, which affected air traffic regularity and the
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obligations of air carriers to implement international
flight programs, which led many people to stop
traveling.

This situation may persist for flight programs for the
coming winter season, a fact that will exacerbate
the financial crisis of these airlines, which may end
in bankruptcy and loss of job opportunities, and
negatively affect the economic activity of countries.
Undoubtedly, air transport plays a strategic role
that requires the provision of human capabilities,
infrastructure, equipment and aircraft fleets that meet
global requirements for the safe implementation of
flights knowing that they fall within the framework of
public service obligations. | would like here to recall
the humanitarian character of air transport that has
emerged through the continuous transport of major
products consisting in foodstuffs, medical supplies
and equipment, personal protective equipment as
well as other products required to operate sensitive
supply chains, taking into account the coordinated
efforts and cooperation between the various
stakeholders in the aviation sector, including air
cargo companies, and through exceptional and
temporary operational measures and procedures
limited to the current crisis period, issued by the
International Civil Aviation Organization. We also
note the role played by air transport in implementing
relief operations in sisterly Lebanon, following the
Beirut Port incident.

Therefore, there is a need for countries’ to provide
material support to the civil aviation sector in
the current circumstances. Concerted efforts to
address the problems that preventive measures on
air travel still will ensure the recovery of this sector
and support its role in achieving the sustainable
development goals.
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By : Engineer / Manar Abdennebi
Director General of the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization

The adoption of the ICAO Council Aviation Recovery
Task Force (CART) guidance few weeks before
the start of summer 2020 touristic season in most
countries of the world, spearheading the primary
goal of the international civil aviation family to restore
traveler’'s confidence and resume commercial
flights that are peaking during this period. This
process has been combined with intensive efforts
made by States civil aviation authorities and ICAO
through its General Secretariat and regional offices
as well as regional organizations and international
bodies belonging to the air transport industry,
in accordance with CART team principles, and
in particular working as one team in aviation and
showing solidarity, stipulating that the plans of
ICAQO, States, international, regional organizations
and the industry should complement and support
each other. States as well should coordinate their
actions as much as possible in line with ICAQO rules,
plans and policies.

In this context, a roadmap aiming at implementing
those principles, recommendations and directives
issued by the ICAO Council, was established,
enhanced by measures on travelers’ and workers
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health safety, and the safety and security of air
navigation.

More than 30 CART-related seminars, workshops
and virtual meetings meant to address specific
issues related to Coronavirus, Safety, CAPSCA,
Economy, Security, and Air Transport Facilitation
were organized at ICAO headquarters and regional
offices in North America, Central America, and the
Sea Region. The Caribbean (NACC), the Middle
East, and the Asia Pacific (APAC).

ACAO was determined to contribute altogether with
the rest of the Arab and international institutions in
providing an Arab platform through which the most
relevant topics can be discussed. Consequently,
the Organization’s General Directorate organized
its technical committees meetings (the Air Safety
Committee, the Air Navigation Committee, the
Air Transport Committee, the Aviation Security
Committee and the Environment Committee),
where the impact of the Corona pandemic on the
air transport sector in Arab countries, the measures
that must be taken during and after the end of the
crisis were addressed. This in turn enabled the
organization of workshops on appropriate and
recommended measures to mitigate and reduce
public health risks in light of the outbreak of the
Corona Virus pandemic (COVID 19), and on the
health of air passengers and workers in the aviation
sector, while enhancing travelers’ confidence to
restore civil aviation activity recovery by studying
the mitigation and precautionary measures included
in the take-off guideline document published by the
the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAQ)
Council Air Transport Restart Team of, Air Transport
Restart Team as well as the «Global Implementation
Roadmap» framed by the International Civil Aviation
Organization Secretariat, which constitutes a high-
level implementation framework.

After successfully providing four facilitation and
safety management packages, new guidance for
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