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such as the Paris Agreement of 1919, 
Which included rules on state sovereignty over 
airspace, aircraft registration and nationality, 
and the Havana Agreement in 1928 AD, which 
brought new provisions to the Paris Agreement 
referred to above. 1929 AD, and this agreement 
and the agreements amending it and the 
protocols attached to it are considered the 
basis for international legislation with regard 
to air transport, and the Rome Convention in 
1933 AD, related to precautionary detention 
and its lifting on aircraft, and the Chicago 
Convention 1944 AD, which discusses issues 
related to the sovereignty of the state over its 
outer space. The agreement established the 
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) 
in 1945. Which coordinates all civil aviation 
affairs between (193) member states of the 
organization, and the International Air Transport 
Association (IATA) was established in the year 
1945 AD, in order to face the problems that 
may result from the rapid expansion of aviation 
services in the aftermath of World War II, the 
development of air transport and the provision 
of Means of cooperation between air transport 
organizations at the time, and cooperation with 
the International Civil Aviation Organization and 
other global and regional organizations related 
to civil aviation and air transport matters.

The Geneva Convention of 1948 also 
stipulated provisions for the international 
recognition of rights over aircraft, as it 
established a system providing for international 
recognition of rights over aircraft, protection 
of property interests, determination of priority 
decisions, and protection of attachment rights 
and mortgages that are consensual between 

the two parties.

The Rome Convention of 1952 AD stipulated 
a general principle to determine the liability of 
the operator of the aircraft for damages to third 
parties, as well as the Tokyo Convention of 1963 
AD, which codified the texts and provisions 
of crimes and actions that could occur on 
board the aircraft during flight, and the Hague 
Convention of 1970 AD, which It contained rules 
and provisions to suppress the illegal seizure of 
aircraft, the Montreal Convention in 1971 AD, 
which also codified the legal texts and provisions 
for crimes against civil aviation security, and 
the protocol attached to it in 1988 AD, Which 
set provisions and texts for illegal acts of 
violence that occur at airports, and the Montreal 
Convention in 1999 AD, which stipulates that 
the carrier is liable for the damage that arises 
in the event of the death of the traveller or his 
injury to him, and for the damage arising in the 
event of damage or loss of checked baggage. 
And the Cape Town Treaty of 2001 AD, related 
to international guarantees for the protection 
of movable equipment such as aircraft, and 
it replaces the Geneva Convention of 1948 
AD, with regard to aircraft, and replaces the 
Rome Treaty of 1933 AD, and other laws and 
legislation that have been codified regarding the 
sustainability of air transport, as was also done 
in the year 2014 AD During the International 
Conference on Air Law held in Montreal, the 
ICAO member states adopted the Protocol to 
Amend the Convention on Offenses and Certain 
Other Acts Committed on Board Civil Aircraft.
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between people, and it has several aspects 
and many classifications, including air law, and 
we must point out here that legal scholars have 
disagreed about naming air law, as some called 
it the law air vehicles and others called the Civil 
Aviation Law, The matter did not stop at this 
difference, but there is also a difference between 
them about the definitions of air law, some of 
them agreed that it is the law that regulates 
the legal relations that result from the use and 
exploitation of the air, and enters the meaning of 
this term modern technological means of space 
exploitation such as radio waves, and wireless 
communications Meteorology.

Some of the scholars said that it is a set 
of legal rules that regulate air navigation and 
the legal relations and facts that arise from it, 
such as the use of aircraft in the air transport of 
people and goods, and this definition defines 
and governs the legal relations that arise from it.

In another definition, which is an accurate 
definition of air law, some scholars have agreed 
that air law is the one that governs aircraft and 
the legal relationships and facts that arise from 
its movement and uses, or it is a set of rules that 
regulate the relations arising from the exploitation 
of aircraft in air navigation, Which applies to the 
aircraft as a tool for this navigation, and this is 
the most likely opinion because it focuses first 
on the aircraft and includes all the rules that 
govern the actions that result from them, such as 
air transport and the legal actions that respond 
to them such as sale, lease and mortgage. This 
law also regulates everything that occurs in 
airports, air navigation and accidents. crimes 
and piracy.

The Air Law aims to define the legal rules to 
which the aircraft and the air navigation crew 
are subject, the legal system governing airports, 
air easement rights, air navigation, internal 
and international commercial air transport 
contracts, international air organizations, and 
the responsibility of the air carrier.

The air law is of an international nature 
because the plane roams in the airspace of 
multiple countries, and it has a certain nationality 
and mandatory rules. It is of recent origin 
compared to other laws such as the Maritime 
Trade Law that dates back to the ninth century 
AD. Its uses in commercial transportation 
commenced after the end of World War II.

Among the most important sources of 
legislation in air law are:

 The internal legislation of the state, as it is 
adopted primarily to regulate civil aviation and 
derives its regulatory texts and provisions from 
the constitution, legislative laws and judicial 
rulings in the state.

 Joining and agreeing with international 
conventions and treaties. An international treaty 
or agreement in a broad sense means the will 
of two or more persons of international law 
agreeing to bring about certain legal effects in 
accordance with the rules of international law, 
in a written form within one or more documents.

The international agreement has played an 
undeniable role in the development of public 
international law in various fields, starting 
with issues of war and peace and ending 
with economic cooperation and technical 
assistance. Therefore, we see that international 
treaties occupy the first place in regulating 
relations, and therefore the international treaty 
has several types and is based on specific 
conditions.

And because of the positive effects of air 
law in regulating air transport, as it contributed 
significantly to the sustainability of air transport 
in the world, and strengthened the ability of 
states to implement air law treaties effectively 
and modernize national laws and regulations 
according to their sovereignty, and in light of this, 
laws related to the uses of aircraft, air navigation 
and space were adapted the external world by 
international legislative texts and provisions 
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air law

Air transport is one of the main pillars that 
support economic activities, and plays a major 
role in pushing the economies of countries 
towards development, and contributes 
significantly to its development and increase 
of financial flows, in addition to influencing 
the methods of civilization, social, tourism, 
commercial progress and other aspects that 
meet the aspirations of countries for their 
stability And its well-being and prosperity, and it 
would not have been sustainable in the absence 
of laws regulating it, which guarantee a set of 
legislation and provisions that help states in its 
continuity.

In light of this, the air law has gone through 
many stages and developments that have 
been linked to the political situation since its 
inception, and perhaps this is due to the nature 
of international air transport, whose presence 
exceeds the borders of the state to cross the 
borders of another state, and this presence 
is linked to a basic political concept, which is 

sovereignty, and the precursors of the law have 
begun air force during a flaming period of time, 
when countries greatly exalted the concept of 
absolute sovereignty as a result of a state of 
conflicts and political and ideological tensions 
in that period of time, Until the beginning of the 
twentieth century, the air did not raise many 
concerns, and soon the matter changed, as the air 
became a way to communicate with civilizations 
and peoples, and due to this wide spread in the 
use of air transport in the world during that time 
period, and its strong components that led to 
linking communication and movement between 
the countries of the world. With ease through 
which the distances are shortened, and given 
the adhesion of air hazards to the commercial 
exploitation of aircraft, There has become an 
urgent need for the international community to 
establish unified legal rules that guarantee the 
regulation of the provisions of international air 
transport, and solve the legal problems that 
raise it, which necessitated the creation of an 
air law to be a source of legislation and regulate 
the legal rules that govern human activity with 
regard to air navigation and the use of aircraft 
and space and in all forms of exploitation 
Therefore, several international conferences 
were held on the regulation of the atmosphere 
and its uses, the first of which was the Paris 
Conference of 1919 AD, and the last of which 
was the Chicago Conference of 1944 AD, and 
among the rulings issued by those conferences, 
in addition to hundreds of bilateral agreements, 
was composed of what is known as the Air Law, 
until there was a set of rules legal system that 
formed an integrated system that governs the 
atmosphere in security and peace.

At the outset, we must define the law in 
general, as it is a set of rules and regulations that 
enable society to perform its functions efficiently 
and harmoniously.. This is because the law has 
many benefits that include protecting the rights 
and responsibilities of individuals, as the law 
represents the main mediator of relations,
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Greg Juro, ATM-X Digital Information 
Platform, and Don Billings, American 
Airlines Air Traffic Control Coordinator, 
point out features of the Collaborative 
Digital Departure Reroute tool to Bob 
Pearce, associate administrator for 
NASA’s Aeronautics Research Mission 
Directorate.

This year, NASA engineers will test a 
cloud-computing-based version of the 
system at DFW. Then the DIP project 
team will test the system’s adaptability 
by implementing it at different locations 
across the country. The goal is to validate 
the tool so it can be implemented 
and provide benefit at major airports 
throughout the country. This effort 
directly supports NASA’s contributions 

to the United States’ aviation goal of 
reaching net zero carbon emissions by 
2050.

CDDR builds on the capabilities and 
benefits of a similar tool implemented 
under NASA’s Air Traffic Demonstration 
2 (ATD-2) project at Charlotte Douglas 
International Airport (CLT). The tool 
demonstration at CLT saved more than 
one million gallons of jet fuel, 23.2 million 
pounds of emissions, and more than 
6,000 hours of engine run time between 
September 2017 and September 
2021. DIP’s CDDR tool goes one step 
beyond the ATD-2 single airspace tool 
because it’s designed to be adaptable 
and scalable for use in many airspaces 
by many different users, including 
passenger and cargo flight operators 
and cargo carriers.

DIP is a subproject of NASA’s Air 
Traffic Management (ATM-X) project 
and is led out of NASA’s Ames Research 
Center in California’s Silicon Valley.



54 Reports Issue 50

March 2023

traffic. This reduces the time planes 
spend idling on the runway, as well as 
fuel use and emissions.

American and Southwest flight 
coordinators have since used CDDR’s 
traffic predictions to identify alternate 
takeoff routes to avoid delays during 
periods of high traffic when airspace 
constraints limit the capacity and need 
to balance the excess demand. This 
has improved air traffic management 
operations, reduced delays, and saved 
fuel.

NASA leadership recently visited the 
airlines’ operation centers near DFW to 
see the air traffic management planning 
tools in action.

“This planning tool utilizes the cutting-
edge capability of machine learning to 
transform air traffic management and 
significantly reduce carbon emissions 
at major airports and other locations 
throughout the country,” said Bob 
Pearce, associate administrator for 
NASA’s Aeronautics Research Mission 
Directorate.  “Demonstrating CDDR 
in real airport traffic operations is an 
important step toward making air travel 
more efficient and environmentally 
sustainable for the info-centric airspace 
of the future.”

Over the past year, NASA engineers 
have analyzed the CDDR tool’s ability 

to use machine learning to accurately 
predict traffic conditions based on 
historical and real-time traffic data 
at DFW. Particularly, engineers were 
interested in the tool’s ability to 
accurately predict traffic conditions 
during months with heavy rain, which 
are often accompanied by an increase 
in traffic backups. The team evaluated 
CDDR’s performance by analyzing 
and comparing the number of reroutes 
identified by the tool, the number of 
reroutes requested by operators, how 
many requests were ultimately approved, 
and how much jet fuel was saved as 
a result. The tool’s machine-learning-
based predictions were slightly better 
than previous predictions, according to 
project engineers.

Improving and expanding the use 
of this machine-learning capability is 
an important milestone for the project. 
It means the tool could be more easily 
adopted at other airports across the 
country.

“Reusability of a service is a big 
deal,” said Mirna Johnson, DIP project 
manager. “Because each airport surface 
is unique, it is very difficult to create a 
solution for one airport that will work for 
another. Machine learning allows us to 
use the same machine-learning models 
for multiple airports.”
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A NASA air traffic management 
planning tool has saved more than 
24,000 pounds of jet fuel and prevented 
the release of more than 77,000 pounds 
of carbon dioxide emissions into the 
atmosphere since it was implemented 
at the Dallas-Fort Worth International 
Airport (DFW) in January 2022. By 
using machine learning to predict traffic 
conditions based on real-time data, the 
tool could improve air traffic operations 
in major airports across the country in 
the future.

NASA’s Digital Information Platform 
(DIP) project partnered with Southwest 

Airlines, American Airlines and the 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) to 
begin testing the Collaborative Digital 
Departure Reroute (CDDR) tool earlier 
this year. CDDR improves current air 
traffic operations at commercial airports 
by integrating air traffic data from the 
FAA and surface traffic data from the 
airlines and applying machine learning 
to provide traffic predictions about 
future runway availability and estimated 
departure and arrival times. Airline 
operators use these predictions to 
schedule the optimum time an airplane 
should takeoff to make a seamless 
entrance into the overhead stream of 

NASA Machine Learning Air Traffic Software Saves Fuel

Source : NASA

NASA's Digital Information Platform project's Collaborative Digital Departure Reroute modeling 
tools are displayed at the NASA/FAA North Texas Research Station.

Credits: NASA/ James Blair
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Furthermore, as the pandemic amply 
demonstrated, cargo traffic poses different 
health risks than passenger traffic – and 
provides different benefits to people, 
governments and economies.

Logically, different business models call 
for different regulatory approaches.

This is further deemed necessary 
when you consider the accepted industry 
forecasts for when passenger volumes and 
subsequent global network connectivity 
may recover.

The IATA / Tourism Economics Air 
Passenger Forecast, issued in March 2022, 
indicates that international passenger 
numbers may not return to 2019 levels until 
2025. By that time, air cargo volumes, which 
have already exceeded the 2019 levels, 
may be 20-25% higher, placing additional 
stress on capacity and network demands 
if the industry remains under the traditional 
and now outdated economic regime.

OPEN MARKETS FOR ALL-CARGO 
SERVICES LET BUSINESS THRIVE

Where countries have adopted a more 
liberal policy, all-cargo services, whether 
traditional or express, have thrived as a 
result – and they have, in turn, helped 
generate valuable activity, jobs and other 
benefits for the many businesses that they 
serve. Air cargo typically accounts for 

about 35 per cent of international trade by 
value, as reported by IATA, and generates 
significantly greater income than inbound 
tourism for most States as reflected earlier.

However, there remains many countries 
that still follow a more restrictive approach 
in permitting market access to all-cargo 
air services. The current situation, globally, 
presents a very mixed landscape for cargo 
operators.

We must make sure we create the 
foundations of a resilient global air-cargo 
network that is ready for the next crisis. 
Let us make sure that ICAO and other 
regulatory bodies step up to this challenge 
and make it a top priority to define an open, 
flexible and distinct regulatory regime for 
all-cargo services around the world.

Such a regime must include the whole 
range of traffic rights, including fifth and 
seventh freedoms, so as to allow all-cargo 
operators the ability to optimise the use 
of their fleets by picking up cargo where 
and when there is demand for the service 
and transporting it to where and when 
the client requests it, with their dedicated 
fleet, through the most efficient routing; 
and to make efficient business decisions 
by allowing them flexibility in the routing 
of their cargo, and in handling their own 
fleets.

Such policies, in practice, support 
both all-cargo and passenger carriers 
and facilitate the commercial aviation 
sector fulfilling its global mission to be an 
economic force for good in support of the 
global economy and the United Nations 17 
Sustainable Development Goals.
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frame the value of air cargo exports 
was USD 6.489 trillion, nearly 8 times as 
valuable for national economies. The 
projected numbers for 2021 were USD 354 
billion for tourism and USD 7.467 trillion for 
air cargo, more than 20 times as valuable.

Yet, at the same time, according to the 
OECD, air transport is, on average, the most 
restricted service there is, more so even 
than broadcasting or maritime transport. 
This results in significant inefficiencies that 
have ripple effects across the economies 
of all contracting States.

The International Air Cargo Association 
(TIACA) and the Global Express Association 
(GEA) submitted a Statement to the ICAO 
High-level Conference on COVID-19, 
October 2021, drawing lessons from the 
COVID-19 pandemic and making the case 
for a more liberal all-cargo regime world-
wide.

The paper highlighted and underscored 
the need to:

(i)	 draw lessons from the COVID-19 
pandemic, which has highlighted the 
differences between passenger and all-
cargo operations;

(ii)	anticipate the requirement for 
flexibility in international supply chains, 
as the world economy adapts to the 
consequences of the pandemic;

(iii)	bear in mind the positive trade effects 
of all-cargo operations for all contracting 
States; and

(iv)	take necessary steps to formulate 
an open, flexible, and distinct regulatory 
regime for all-cargo operations under the 
auspices of ICAO.

DIFFERENT BUSINESS MODELS

The proposal for a dedicated all-cargo 
services economic regime is based on 
the fact that all- cargo and passenger 
services operate with different business 
models, addressing different challenges 
and different business needs.

For all-cargo airlines and express 
carriers, flying cargo is their only business. 
Unlike most passengers, cargo – express 
or not – travels one way. Without the 
necessary traffic rights, freighter airplanes 
risk travelling empty half the time, or at 
least their capacity would be underutilised, 
and resources would be wasted.
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2.3	It would be prudent to match 
this operational demand with specific 
regulatory framework that facilitates 
safe, secure, efficient, expeditious and 
sustainable air cargo growth. It was in 
this context that Recommendation 16 of 
the report of the ICAO Council Aviation 
Recovery Task Force (CART) encouraged 
Member States to consider the temporary 
lifting of restrictions to air cargo operations, 
including but not limited to, granting extra-
bilateral rights, in particular for all-cargo 
services, to foreign airlines to facilitate the 
transportation of essential goods, supplies 
and COVID-19 vaccines.

We now need to focus on what is 
required within air cargo to maximize the 
opportunities and create the most efficient 
and effective industry possible for the post 
pandemic environment. We need to ensure 
the right work force but we also need 
to ensure we have the right regulations 
that balance control and facilitation. We 
also need the right work procedures 
and practices and of course we need to 
wholeheartedly embrace the opportunities 
that a fully digitalized environment presents.

In order to support the air cargo 
industry through what will be quite a period 
of transformation, TIACA has developed 
a Sustainability roadmap, released in 
November 2021 to coincide with the COP26 
discussions regarding transport, aviation 
and supply chains.

The Roadmap looks at the 17 United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals 

and maps how air cargo contributes to 
their attainment. The value of air cargo 
is proudly showcased and indications of 
where the industry needs to go from here 
is also covered.

Sustainability strategies and verified 
credentials will no doubt in future become 
the license to operate and as the air cargo 
industry has shown throughout its 110+ 
year history, the tougher the challenge the 
more it will collaborate to overcome.

 As previously stated, contrary to 
passenger services, all-cargo operations 
never stopped during the pandemic. They 
played a vital role in delivering essential 
medical equipment and, later, vaccines to 
fight the pandemic, while the flow of cargo 
transported on passenger airliners simply 
stopped. This has exposed the distinct 
nature of all-cargo operations.

In addition, cargo operations will 
need to adapt to a changing economic 
environment after the pandemic, as 
manufacturers adapt their supply chains to 
make them more resilient, for instance by 
diversifying production centres around the 
world. Flexibility in all-cargo operations will 
be  essential to meet this new demand and 
make sure resources are used in the most 
efficient way

According to the International Air 
Transport Association (IATA), see chart 
below, the total global value of inbound 
tourism by air in 2019, pre covid, was USD 
850 billion, during the same time.
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The shortfall in capacity arising from 
the mostly grounded passenger network 
was made up in part by increased existing 
freighter utilization, deferred retirements 
of older freighters, the return to service of 
some parked aircraft and the deployment 
of a number of grounded passenger wide-
bodied aircraft such as the B777, B787, 
A330 and A350 aircraft for cargo only 
operations. Some of the passenger aircraft 
had their seats removed to further enhance 
the available air cargo capacity.

Regulatory exemptions, following a 
safety review assessment, were granted 
by EASA and the FAA to facilitate this 
enhanced use of available in cabin space 
for cargo transport.

The Chart below, produced by IATA, 
reflects the evolution of capacity loss and 
recovery and once again demonstrates 
that dedicated freighter networks have 
played a crucial role in addressing capacity 
demands during the Covid pandemic and 
will continue to do so in the post pandemic 
environment.

In a recent working paper submitted 
to the ICAO Air Transport Regulation 
Panel, ATRP/16- WP/7 14/3/22, the ICAO 

Secretariat recognized the following;

AIR CARGO OPERATIONS DURING 
THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC

2.1	The COVID-19 pandemic and the 
associated public health risk mitigation 
measures, including travel restrictions and 
border closures, resulted in unprecedented 
depressed travel demand and significant 
disruptions to businesses and supply 
chains in global air transport. In the second 
quarter of 2020, passenger demand for 
international air transport dropped by 
over 90 per cent. The concomitant drop in 
supply removed cargo capacity provided 
by belly holds at a time

when air cargo operators depended on 
that capacity to transport approximately 
50 per cent of air cargo globally. At 
the beginning of 2022, the demand for 
international passenger services is still 
below 70 per cent below the level of the 
same period in 2019

2.2	The air cargo operations at this 
critical period of the pandemic have made 
it apparent that all- cargo services operate 
under different conditions and uses 
different business models from passenger 
services. Air cargo services have shown 
their vital role in advancing economic 
benefits and transporting quickly and 
reliably critical medical goods, when they 
are most needed. 

The working paper further 



48 Reports Issue 50

March 2023

and diversifying production centers, 
modifying distribution channels, and 
revaluating the value-proposition of 
safe, fast, and efficient air cargo to their 
businesses. In response to their customers’ 
needs, cargo operators and the broader air 
cargo industry will need to adapt.

The pandemic has also moved 
e-commerce into the mainstream. Millions 
of people around the world shopped on-
line for the first time because they did not 
have access to traditional retail outlets. 
Even as shops open again, many will 
keep resorting to on-line purchases. E- 
commerce is just another form of trade and 
is projected to reach USD 5 trillion in value 
in 2021 according to a report published 
by e-marketer.com, Global e-commerce 
forecast 2021.

Recent data, April 2022, released 
by Airports Council International (ACI) 
illustrates the starkly different impact on 
passenger and cargo volumes arising from 
the Covid pandemic. The following charts 
reflect the growth or rather contraction 
in the case of the passenger side of the 
industry for the full year 2021.

The Top 10 airports measured in terms 
of international passengers enplaned and 
deplaned shows all airports contracted 
with levels of contraction varying between 
-19% and -76%.

Conversely, the Top 10 airports 
measured in international freight loaded 
and unloaded reflects 9 showing growth 
from between 6% and 29%. See chart 
below; 

This clear differentiation in business can 
also be seen in the charts below, produced 
by IATA, which reflect the depth of business 
contraction at the outset of the pandemic 
and the different recovery paths, with air 
cargo volumes having already recovered 
to eclipse pre pandemic levels, meanwhile 
international passenger traffic still remains 
significantly below 2019 levels.
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The air cargo industry has a unique role 
to play in ensuring the global community 
has adequate support and opportunity to 
improve national economies and the lives 
of its citizens.

We live in a global community and the 
air cargo industry is a leading driver of a 
successful global economy, connecting 
people and things. This is equally true for 
developed and developing nations.

The Covid pandemic demonstrated 
the role that air cargo plays in supporting 
society by safely and securely transporting 
medical supplies, perishable goods, high 
tech equipment, consumer needs and 
almost everything else that can fit inside an 
aircraft. We also saw the great innovative 
spirit of air cargo by reconfiguring 
grounded passenger aircraft into makeshift 
freighters to address the overwhelming 
global demand for capacity.

Cargo services were vital during the 
pandemic, looking back to early 2020, as 
Governments around the world scrambled 
to close their international borders in 
response to the first wave of the COVID-19 
spread across the planet, they soon 
realised that air cargo operations would be 
vital to fight it. Air cargo was the only way to 
bring much-needed emergency supplies 
to hospitals around the globe, but also to 
keep business of all sizes in operation, and 
support exponential e-commerce growth.

Quarantines and other health measures 
designed to limit infection spread through 
passenger traffic caused severe disruptions 

in cargo flows, to everyone’s detriment. 
It should be noted that pre-Covid cargo 
volumes were transported approximately 
50% on dedicated air cargo freighters and 
the remainder in the bellies of passenger 
aircraft, providing much needed global 
network connectivity.

Passenger services were grounded and 
the belly-hold capacity that would otherwise 
have been supplied by passenger airlines 
evaporated. Cargo traffic continued to 
move only thanks mostly to all-cargo airlines 
and express carriers that continued to 
operate as well as some passenger aircraft 
operated in cargo only configurations. At 
the height of the shutdown of the global 
passenger industry, approximately 2,500 
passenger aircraft were deployed for cargo 
only operations.

In a State Letter addressed to contracting 
States, the then Secretary General of 
ICAO, Dr Fang Liu, recognised that ‘There 
is an urgent need to ensure sustainability 
of the global air cargo supply chain and in 
maintaining the availability of medication, 
and equipment such as ventilators, masks 
and other health and hygiene-related 
goods, which are necessary to assist in 
reducing the public health risk of the spread 
of COVID-19.”

The consequences of the pandemic 
require flexible supply chains. The 
pandemic and subsequent economic crisis 
will cause many industries to consider 
changes to their supply chains in order 
to make them more resilient. This could 
include relocating
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Sustainability of the aviation industry: “Air Cargo Operational Freedom,
 the need for a unique economic regime for all-cargo

services”

The international Air Cargo Association position

Source : Hermes

A quick google search of the word 
sustainability brings up over 1.3 billion 
entries and is playing an increasingly larger 
and more important role in our work, social 
and private lives. This is particularly true 
of global industries which have varying 
impacts on many different countries. The 
Air Cargo industry is probably one of 
the most global industries and therefore 
comes under increased scrutiny for how we 
conduct ourselves as individual businesses 
and collectively as a community.

Sustainability has also come into even 
more focus as a result of the pandemic and 
the air cargo industry has challenged itself 
to transform to ensure it is taking every 
sustainable consideration into account.

For many, the term sustainability is often 
limited to the environmental aspects, which 
are critically important for protecting the 
planet however TIACA believes that true 
sustainability can only be achieved when 
you look holistically at how we individually 
and collectively impact People, Planet and 
enhance global Prosperity, the three Ps.

This paper shall tackle one aspect 
of operational activity which is currently 
limited by restrictive and outdated 

economic regulatory regimes and calls 
upon national and international regulatory 
bodies to effect the change necessary to 
facilitate enhanced operational efficiency 
which also results in enhanced support of 
global supply chains and the subsequent 
economic benefits. Furthermore, enhanced 
asset utilization and efficiency leads 
to better service offering and reduced 
environmental impact.

Specifically, the introduction of a 
multilateral approach to all-cargo service 
liberalization and reduction of barriers 
to open market access would facilitate 
greater access to global capacity, enhance 
operational efficiency, increase asset 
utilization and reduction of subsequent 
environmental impact.

The pandemic has exposed the 
inefficiencies that still exist in air cargo 
networks,  which are caused by outdated  
policies. It has also supported the 
long-held argument that the passenger 
and cargo industries are completely 
different business models. As such, they 
require unique and specifically tailored 
regulatory frameworks..
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Domestic traffic had been growing 
faster than international traffic, at an 
average annual rate of 11% between 
2011 and 2019, but much of the strategy 
depends on growing international traffic, 
whether that is to or from Saudi Arabia, 
or international transit traffic which itself 
has a target of 30 million international 
transit passengers by 2030.

Air Services to Match the Ambition

It’s not just the airports which are being 
shaken up but the airlines too. The flag carrier, 
Saudia, will become a Jeddah-based airline, 
responsible for carrying many of the pilgrims 
who visit each  year. While that may sound like 
more of the same, the airline recently indicated

its intention to buy 100 eVTOL aircraft 
from the German manufacturer Lilium, which 
will be integrated into the network and 
provide emissions free urban connectivity 
for premium customers. Embracing new 
technology while offering travellers state-of-
the-art efficient travel options is clearly all 
part of the vision.

There’ll also be a new flag carrier, likely 
to be branded as “RIA” (Riyadh International 
Airlines), and based at Riyadh and which 
will be designed to compete with other 
leading Middle Eastern airlines. That means 
an extensive long-haul network, enabling 
international transit traffic and bringing high 
value tourists into the Kingdom from all over 
the world. With initial investment said to be 
in the region of USD 30 billion and rumours 
of an imminent order for 40 Airbus A350 
aircraft, the airline looks set to take off soon.

Looking Ahead to 2030

Over the next 7 years, many of us will be 
watching what happens in Saudia Arabia 
with keen interest, especially those of us in 
aviation. Never before has there been such 
a broad ambition for the development of air 
travel and tourism in the public domain or with 
such financial backing. But will investment, 
planning, technology and learning from 
the best-in-class elsewhere in the world be 
enough to achieve it? The answer will be a 
clear ‘yes’ when we realise we have added 
Saudi Arabia to our travel bucket lists in a 
few years' time.
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Transforming KSA Airports

Aside from creating new commercial 
airports, existing airports are getting a 
makeover. Part of the Vision is to improve 
the efficiency and customer experience 
at airports and Matarat Holding, part of 
the General Authority of Civil Aviation 
(GACA), is facilitating and overseeing 
that activity. Tasked with transforming 
the country’s airports through 
privatization and partnership, King 
Khalid International Airport in the Saudi 
capital Riyadh is now managed and 
operated by Riyadh Airports Company 
while King Abdulaziz International 
Airport at Jeddah is now run by Jeddah 
Airports Company, or JedCo. 

27 Saudi Airports

The goal for airports is not simply to 
be better at handling more passengers 
but to also create transportation and 
logistics hubs that will compete on a 
global scale. That will mean Jeddah 
becoming an airport where international 

travellers will choose to connect at. 
These are lofty ambitions but not 
impossible. Dubai has proved that it is 
possible to take an airport and transform 
it, the way people choose to travel and 
perceptions of the city the airport serves 
as a tourist destination, though it has 
taken decades for this to happen at 
Dubai. 

One huge advantage that Saudi 
Arabia has over its regional rivals is the 
large domestic market. With a population 
of 35 million and distances between 
major cities often more than 1,500 
km, the potential for air travel in Saudi 
Arabia is perhaps better compared to 
Turkey where the sizeable domestic 
market provides vital feeder traffic at the 
hub airport at Istanbul, improves market 
resilience and makes the hub less 
vulnerable to changing travel behaviour.

However, there is a long way to go. 
In 2019, passenger volumes reached 
87 million according to OAG Traffic 
Analyser, having seen minimal growth for 
two years. Passenger numbers halfway 
through 2022 were half that and so 
there is a good chance that this year will 
see traffic return to near pre-pandemic 
volumes, but that is a long way off the 
target of 330 million passengers by 
2030.
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If you’ve not heard about Vision 2030 it 
won’t be long before you do. Vision 2030 is 
all about thinking big and bold. Recognising 
that the country needs to diversify away from 
its oil-based economy, Vision 2030 sets out a 
strategic direction for Saudi Arabia in which 
travel and tourism are key, but not the only 
elements.

While it’s not a new plan – it had its seeds 
back in 2016 – it is gathering momentum as 
massive investment in infrastructure is taking 
shape, most notably through the many so-
called ‘giga projects’ and it might be fair to say 
that Saudi Arabia is fast becoming the world’s 
largest construction site in history.

With ambitious goals, such as generating 
a tourism industry supporting 100 million 
visitors each year by 2030, as well as airport 
expansion and upgrade which will see airports 
handling 330 million passengers by 2030, we 
explore the state of aviation in the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia (KSA) now, some of the recent 
trends and discuss how it can meet its targets.

The Scale of the Tourism Ambition

The aspect of Vision 2030 that is most 
astonishing is the scale of the ambition. Until 
recently Saudi Arabia was unlikely to have 
featured on many tourism bucket lists, but in 
2019 the country made tourist visas available 
for residents of 49 countries. According to the 
KSA government website, these countries 
account for 80% of tourist expenditure 
worldwide and are home to three-quarters of 
all luxury travellers.

Inevitably, perhaps, key targets for inbound 
tourism will be the many pilgrims who visit 
as well as those who hope to visit one day. 
Persuading these Hajj and Umrah visitors to 

stay on and make additional trips to leisure 
destinations will be a vital stepping stone to 
building the country as a tourist destination. 
Recognition of the size of the outbound Muslim 
travel market from countries such as Malaysia, 
Indonesia and even China is key,  but so too 
is the creation of tourist resorts and attractions 
that will have widespread appeal beyond a few 
market segments. In terms of accommodating 
visitors, the plan is to add 150,000 tourism 
rooms in the next few years, bringing the total 
to half a million by 2030.

According to the World Travel & Tourism 
Council, travel and tourism accounted for 6.5% 
of the KSA economy in 2021, although this was 
down from 9.7% in 2019, before the Covid-19 
pandemic so badly affected international 
travel. As a proportion of GDP, this puts Saudi 
Arabia slightly ahead of global averages, 
having been slightly behind in 2019. The 2030 
Vision aims for tourism alone to account for 
10% of the economy by 2030 and generate at 
least one million new jobs.  

The Giga Projects

Development of the “Red Sea eco-system”, 
including three of the giga-projects - Amaala. 
NEOM and Red Sea Project- will be key for 
tourism development. The area is close to 
both Jordan and Egypt, each with their own 
resorts along the Red Sea and Gulf of Aqaba. 
The projects will be complementary, each 
aimed at specific groups of tourists. A former 
military airport at NEOM Bay (NUM) has been 
designated as a commercial airport and started 
handling passengers earlier this year and 
another new airport, the Red Sea International 
Airport (RSI), is due to open next year and will 
handle up to a million passengers in time.

Thinking big: Vision 2030 and the Future of Aviation in Saudi Arabia
Source: OAG
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The forty-ninth meeting of the Air Transport Committee

The forty-ninth meeting of the Air Transport 
Committee was held at the headquarters of 
the Arab Civil Aviation Organization, with the 
participation of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia; 
the Republic of Iraq; Sultanate of Oman ; 
Kuwait ; The Arab Republic of Egypt and the 
Kingdom of Morocco, and representatives 
of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan; The 
People's Democratic Republic of Algeria, the 
Mauritanian Republic, the Republic of Yemen, 
the International Air Transport Association, 
and the Arab Air Carriers' Association were 
also present as observers.

The meeting was opened by His Excellency 
Eng. Abdennebi  Manar, Director General 
of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization. His 
Excellency welcomed the representatives 
of the member states present and praised 
the importance and role of the Air Transport 
Committee and its work in the field of civil 
aviation industry. He wished to the participants 
a successful meeting, in order to  achieve its 
goal, and contributes to the development of 

air transport in the Arab countries.

For his part, Dr. Mohamed Jawdat, Vice-
Chairman of the Committee and Acting 
Chairman of the meeting, welcomed the 
attendees and wished them success in the 
work of the meeting. Also, Mr. Khaled Antar, the 
organization’s air transport expert, welcomed 
the attendees and thanked them for their work 
papers and topics for discussion that benefit 
the transport industry. air in the Arab countries.

The meeting discussed several topics, 
including:

The decisions of the Arab Ministers of 
Transport  Council at its 35th session; the 
agreement on the exchange of exemptions 
from taxes and customs duties on the activities 
and equipment of the Arab air carrier; Keeping 
pace with the local legislative systems to 
liberalize air transport and the sustainability of 
air transport, and its impact on the development 
sustainability.
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Organizing a workshop about

Carbon Market and Carbon Module Programs for CORSIA Implementation

The QATAR General Civil Aviation Authority 
of Civil Aviation and the Global Carbon Footprint 
Council, in coordination with the Arab Civil 
Aviation Organization, organized a workshop 
on the carbon market and carbon module 
programs to implement the CORSIA plan, on 
March 21, 2023, via visual communication 
technology with the participation of 
approximately 71 experts from Arab countries 
representing Aviation authorities, airports, 
airlines and ground handling companies.

This event was an opportunity for the 
participants to learn about the projects and 
initiatives being implemented by the State of 
Qatar in protecting the environment, especially 
the experience of the Global Carbon Footprint 

Council, approved by ICAO, with regard to the 
carbon market and carbon unit programs for 
the implementation of the Carbon Reduction 
and Offsetting Plan in the field of international 
civil aviation (CORSIA).

This workshop falls within the framework 
of implementing the work program of the 
Environment Committee of the Arab Civil 
Aviation Organization, and studying the 
conditions related to offsetting carbon 
emissions (Offsetting Requirements) according 
to the mechanisms for implementing the 
Carbon Reduction and Offsetting Plan in the 
field of international civil aviation (CORSIA).
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the recovery, made it possible to define 
the ambitious vision to double the number of 
incoming tourists by 2030.

The tourism roadmap, for which a financial 
envelope of about 6.1 billion dirhams has been 
allocated over 4 years, envisages:

•	 Attracting about 17.5 million tourists by 
2026; Achieving 120 billion Moroccan dirhams 
in foreign currency income by 2026;

•	 Creating 200,000 new direct and 
indirect job opportunities by 2026;

•	 Repositioning tourism as a major sector 
in the national economy.

To achieve these goals, the approved 
roadmap aims to transform the tourism sector 
by working on all the main levers, through:

•	 Adopting a new conception of the 
tourist offer centered around the customer 
experience through 9 thematic chains and 5 
horizontal chains;

•	 Developing a plan to double air transport 
capacity.

•	  Strengthening promotion and marketing 
with special attention to digitization.

•	 Diversification of cultural and 
entertainment promotional products with the 
emergence of a network of active and modern 
small and medium-sized enterprises.

•	 Rehabilitation of hotels and 
establishment of new accommodation 
c a p a c i t i e s .

•	  Enhancing human capital, through an 
attractive framework for training and managing 
human resources, in order to improve the 
quality of the sector and provide better career 
prospects for young people.

To ensure the success of the tourism 
roadmap and implement it on practice, a new 
governance has been adopted through the 
establishment of:

•	 A national inter-ministerial committee in 
charge of tourism, under the chairmanship of 
the Prime Minister, composed of the signatories 
to the framework agreement.

•	 Two national committees, the first in 
charge of air transport, and the second of 
tourism products "supply-demand";

•	 12 committees to follow up the regional 
plans, under the chairmanship of the governors 
of the regions.

•	  a central body for revitalization, and 
regional bodies for revitalization at the local 
level.

•	 Payment Labs as an institutional 
framework for dialogue between the public and 
private sectors, composed of multidisciplinary 
teams.

Mrs. Fatima Zahra Amour concluded 
that, given the importance of the tourism 
experience, the road map would create a 
qualitative and quantitative leap, guaranteeing 
an exemplary experience, and enable Morocco 
to be positioned among the major global tourist 
destinations.

The framework agreement was signed by 
Mr. Abdelwafi Leftit, Minister of Interior Affairs, 
Ms. Fatima Zahra Amor, Minister of Tourism, 
Handicrafts and Social and Solidarity Economy, 
Mr. Mohamed Abdel Jalil, Minister of Transport 
and Logistics, Mr. Mohamed Mehdi Bensaïd, 
Minister of Youth, Culture and Communication, 
and Mr. Faouzi Lekjaa, Minister Delegate to the 
Minister of Economy and Finance, in charge 
of the budget, in addition to Mr. Hamid Ben 
Taher, President of the National Confederation 
of Tourism.
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The Kingdom of Morocco seeks to attract 17.5 million tourists by 2026

The Moroccan Prime Minister is overseeing the signing of a framework partnership 
agreement for the implementation of the tourism sector strategic roadmap

On Friday, March 17, 2023, in Rabat, 
the Head of the Moroccan Government, 
Mr. Aziz Akhannouch, presided over the 
signing ceremony of a framework partnership 
agreement to implement the strategic road 
map for the tourism sector, with a budget 
amounting to 6.1 billion Moroccan dirhams for 
the period 2023-2026.  

Speaking on this occasion, Prime Minister 
Aziz Akhannouch appreciated the exceptional 
achievement of the tourism sector during the 
year 2022, despite the difficult global context. 
He recalled the strong mobilization of the 
government in favor of the sector, stressing that 
the emergency program, allocating 2 billion 
dirhams, enabled the provision of support to 
tourism professionals and the preservation of 
jobs during the crisis.

Mr. Aziz Akhannouch recalled the 
exceptional momentum that our country 
knows, within the framework of the enlightening 

vision of His Majesty King Mohammed VI, may 
God glorify him, referring to the international 
influence of the Kingdom during the 2022 
World Cup, and the candidacy of Morocco, 
along with Spain and Portugal, to organize the 
2030 World Cup.

For her part, Mrs. Fatima Zahra Amour, 
Minister of Tourism, Handicrafts and Social 
and Solidarity Economy, pointed out that 
thanks to the comprehensive mobilization of 
all actors and the measures taken at the level 
of air transport and tourism promotion, we 
were able to attract about 11 million tourists in 
2022, which represents a recovery rate of 84% 
in terms of incoming tourist traffic, compared 
to the global percentage of limited recovery 
rate  established at 63%. The percentage 
of recovery of tourism revenues in foreign 
currency reached 116% compared to 2019

She added that this period, marked by the



38 Activities Issue 50

March 2023

Organizing a regional seminar on "Best Practices in the Field of Air Supply 
Security"Jeddah- Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

The General Authority of Civil Aviation in 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the Arab Civil 
Aviation Organization and the ICAO Regional 
Office in the Middle East organized a regional 
symposium on "Best Practices in the Field of 
Air Supply Security", in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, 
during the period from 19 to 21 March 2023.

This symposium saw the participation of 75 
civil aviation security officials representing 7 
member states of the organization.

The symposium aimed at exchanging 
experiences and best practices related 
to air supply security, presenting security 
technologies and innovations related to 
security detection and inspection methods, 

and exchanging relevant information and 
experiences.

During this symposium, the representatives 
of the participating countries made 
presentations on their experience in risk 
management, quality control, training and 
other topics related to air catering.

This workshop falls within the framework 
of contributing to the wide-ranging efforts and 
measures undertaken by the International Civil 
Aviation Organization and its Member States 
in implementing the objectives contained in 
the Global Civil Aviation Security Plan.
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Workshop on “Circular Carbon Economy and the Voluntary Carbon Market”

via visual communication technology

The General Civil Aviation Authority of the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, in coordination with 
the Arab Civil Aviation Organization, organized 
a workshop on the circular carbon economy 
and the voluntary carbon market. This will be 
done via visual communication technology on 
March 6, 2023.

 This event aimed to get acquainted with 
the most important projects and initiatives 
implemented by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
to address the consequences of climate 
change, and for sustainable environmental 
development to achieve the targeted growth 
of the aviation sector in accordance with the 
goals and aspirations of the Saudi Vision 2030.

This workshop was an occasion for state 
delegations to exchange experiences and 
learn about the Kingdom's experience in 
implementing the environmental sustainability 

development plan project in the field of civil 
aviation, the circular carbon economy project, 
as well as the voluntary carbon market platform 
that was established by the Saudi Investment 
Fund.

About 80 experts from Arab countries 
participated in this workshop, representing 
aviation authorities, airports, airlines, ground 
handling companies and air catering... This 
workshop falls within the framework of the 
implementation of the work program of the 
Environment Committee of the Arab Civil 
Aviation Organization, and the study of the 
possibility of establishing an approved market 
for the exchange of carbon credits and the 
issuance of certificates in the Arab region 
to be used according to the mechanisms of 
implementing the plan to reduce international 
carbon pollution and compensate urban 
carbon (corsia).
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ACAO as member of the Steering committee 
of the SatNav Africa Joint Programme Office 
(JPO) III- participated in its 2nd meeting  SC/2 
which has been held in Brussels the 8_9 March 
2023. The meeting has been co-chaired by 
Mr. DI STEFANO FABIO from the European 
Commission EC and Dr.  Kazaura from the 
African Union AU. 

The meeting was attended by a total of 28 
participants from 10 Organisations, inter-alia, 
ICAO, EC, AU, AFCAC, ECAC, ACAO Galileo 
and some RECs.

The meeting was appraised of the SatNav 
Africa JPO progress status, then the meeting 
has been updated on the Continental CBA 
study and way forward). In addition, the JPO 
and ASECNA presented the result of the SBAS 
Demonstrations in Africa as well as the work 
done regarding the business case for the use 
of the SBAS utilisation scenario by the airlines.

 The ACAO presented in that meeting the 
ACAO GNSS Strategy and Roadmap and 
the ongoing review according to the GNSS 
development and applications.

SatNav Africa Joint Programme Office (JPO) III– SC/2
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The 2nd ACAO GNSS Sub-Group online 
Meeting – AASG/1 has been held the 13 March 
2023, 08:30 to 11:00. The meeting has been 
chaired by Mr. Imad Jeddallah representative 
of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.  The secretariat 
was ensured by Mr. Hicham Bennani Air 
navigation Expert within the ACAO. 

The meeting was attended by a total of 21 
participants from 7 States and 2 organisation 
ICAO MID and ACAO.

Mr. Manar Abdenebi the Director General 
of the ACAO opened the meeting welcoming 

the participants and recalling the importance 
of the meeting which will tackle challenges on 
the GNSS within the region bringing up the 
need of updating the ACAO GNSS Strategy. 
result of the CNS/ATM study conducted by 
ACAO on 2015.

The meeting agreed on the main axes 
that should be the basis of the review of the 
new version of the ACAO GNSS strategy. 
The meeting agreed also on the distribution 
of the task between the GNSS SG members 
for the establishment of the 2nd version of the 
strategy.  

2nd ACAO GNSS Sub-Group Meeting – GNSS SG/2
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The ninth meeting of the Civil Aviation Security Experts Group

The nineteh meeting of the Arab Civile 
Aviation Organizations security experts, took 
place on 6th and 7th, March, through the 
technique of visual communication on 6 and 7, 
March 2023, and that is with the participation 
of 12 linguistics for the security of the pilgrims, 
for the provinces of the good, the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia. The Islamic Republic of 
Mauritania, and the Republic of Yemen.

During the meeting, the experts discussed 
issues related to aviation security developments. 
A risk assessment methodology was prepared, 

a model for the air navigation facilities security 
program, and a security guide for areas open 
to the public at airports.

In the same context, the experts agreed 
to continue coordinating with regard to issues 
of common interest and to follow up on the 
implementation of the program and action 
plan.
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The thirty-seventh meeting of the Civil Aviation Security Committee

Rabat - The Civil Aviation Security 
Committee of the Arab Civil Aviation 
Organization held its thirty-seventh meeting 
in Rabat, Kingdom of Morocco, from March 8 
to 10, 2023, with the participation of 8 aviation 
security officials representing 6 member states 
of the organization.

During this meeting, the members of the 
committee are circulating to follow up the 
implementation of the work of the work of the 
work of the committee and its priorities for the 

year 2023, according to which it is agreed with 
international developments, as the committee 
was adopted by the Cyber Security, and the 
methodology of evaluating the risk, and others 
from the materials and the guidelines.

The committee also approved the report 
of the ninth meeting of the expert group, as 
well as the outputs of the meeting of the group 
concerned with cybersecurity.
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We will further mobilize the set of competencies 
at our disposal, to pursue our common 
objectives for the benefit of our community”. 
said Mr. Manar in his opening remarks

Several U.S. government agencies 
supported the organizing of this week’s 
conference, including the Export Control 
and Border Security program at the U.S. 
Department of State, as well as the U.S. 
Department of Energy’s Pacific Northwest 
National Laboratory.

Morocco’s Directorate General of Civil 
Aviation also played a critical support role for 
the gathering.

The conference is the latest example 
of the strong U.S. partnership with ACAO.  
In December, the U.S. Federal Aviation 
Administration and ACAO came together 
in Rabat for a signing ceremony for a 
Memorandum of Understanding aimed at 
increasing aviation cooperation across the 
region.
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Top civilian aviation officials from more 
than 14 countries across the Middle East 
and Africa have gathered in Marrakech this 
week for a landmark conference on aviation 
security, organized by the Arab Civil Aviation 
Organization (ACAO), the U.S. Transportation 
Security Administration (TSA), and the 
government of Morocco.

Throughout the week, aviation officials will 
share best practices about how to protect 
civilian aviation from a range of threats, 
including cyberattacks, drones, chemical and 
biological attacks, and explosives, among 
others.  The officials will work on developing 
effective plans for managing the risks from 
such threats.

“The global transportation security sector 
cannot function unless we emphasize the 
word ‘global,’” TSA Regional Director Jason 
Schwabel said in his opening remarks to kick 
of the conference today.  “The threats we face 
do not respect borders or nationality. The world 

depends on us to work together make sure our 
transportation systems remain safe.”

Schwabel praised Morocco for hosting 
the conference, noting that the United States 
and Morocco have a mutual commitment to 
supporting regional peace and security.  In May 
of last year, Morocco hosted the Defeat-ISIS 
Coalition ministerial, the first such gathering on 
the African continent, which also took place in 
Marrakech.  

Mr. Abdennabi Manar, ACAO Director 
General, also gave opening remarks ( ACAO, 
headquartered in Rabat, represents civil 
aviation authorities across the Middle East and 
Africa. It has 22 member states).

“The relationship between ACAO and the 
US TSA is strong. Our partnership contributes 
to strengthening aviation security in the Arab 
region and beyond. ACAO and the US TSA 
play complementary, and reinforcing roles in 
supporting international Civil Aviation security. 

United States, Morocco and Arab Civil Aviation Organization Host 
Aviation Security Conference in Marrakech
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His Excellency Eng. Nayef bin Ali Al-Abri, 
President of the Civil Aviation Authority of the 
Sultanate of Oman, received His Excellency 
the Director General of the Arab Civil Aviation 
Organization at the headquarters of the 
Authority, on the sidelines of the second forum 
for legal advisors.

During this meeting, His Excellency the 
Director General noted the support provided 
by the Sultanate of Oman to the organization, 
and developments related to the activities of 
the organization were reviewed. Coordination 
and cooperation were discussed in this regard, 
especially with regard to capacity building in 
the field of air safety.

His Excellency the President of the Civil Aviation Authority of the Sultanate 
of Oman receives His Excellency the ACAO Director General
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the Official Gazette of the Sultanate. This 
comes in addition to the Sultanate of Oman's 
recent accession to the Beijing Convention 
on the Suppression of Unlawful Acts Related 
to International Civil Aviation and the Protocol 
Amending the Montreal Convention on 
Offenses and Some Other Acts Committed on 
Board Aircraft.

For his part, His Excellency the Director 
General of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization 
stated that “the outbreak of the Corona 
pandemic led to an unprecedented crisis that 
the international community was not ready to 
face, and the mobilization achieved by the 
international civil aviation organization and the 
aforementioned efforts to confront this crisis and 
facilitate the process of recovery could benefit 
to the community and should be included in 
a strong and sustainable legal framework, so 
that we are more prepared to face similar or 
more severe crises, God forbid, where the 
Chicago Treaty forms the base reference as its 
current formulation is satisfactory in our view”.

He added that if the public health, safety and 
security measures of civil aviation, as well as 
those prepared by the CART team, had played 
an important role in promoting air cargo and 
the gradual increase in terms of passengers, 
there are still challenges that impede this pace 
of growth, some of which can be overcome 
by strengthening the system of standards 
developed by the International Civil Aviation 
Organization , especially those related to the 
unified electronic database for the transport 
of passengers, including health data, and the 
establishment of a similar database for the 
transport of goods.

In the framework of achieving aviation 
sustainability, which is an inevitable necessity, 
and even if the decline in air traffic as a result 
of the outbreak of the Covid 19 pandemic has 
reduced the environmental impacts of aviation 
very significantly, His Excellency the Director 

General indicated that the civil aviation sector 
remains committed to reducing its emissions 
by reduction or compensation. This requires 
developing State legislation in line with the 
recent decisions of ICAO, in order to optimally 
deal with developments in the environment, 
emissions trading, market mechanism and 
accompanying procedures.

His Excellency also noted this forum for 
being an important step in continuing the 
discussion initiated during the first edition, 
which was organized in Singapore in 2019, to 
reach proposals that contribute to overcoming 
these challenges.

During this forum, the panellists discussed 
important decisions on the legal aspects of 
the 41st General Assembly, particularly those 
related to the protection of personal data and 
unruly passengers, as well as the extent to 
which air carriers comply with the requirements 
of the 1999 Montreal Convention.

Resolving disputes between countries, 
risks that may result from resorting to Article 
(83) bis, and the lessons learned from the 
management of the Covid (19) pandemic 
from a legal perspective, were also a topic 
of discussion that paved the way for an 
agreement on a work program for the coming 
years, whose implementation will be followed 
up during the upcoming forums. Accordingly, 
the third edition of the Forum will be organized 
in the United Kingdom.

The second forum for legal advisors also 
included a session on the next generation 
of professionals working in the civil aviation 
sector, marked by a discussion on practicing 
the profession of aviation law specialist, in the 
presence of His Excellency the Secretary-
General of the International Civil Aviation 
Organization, several leading figures in the 
sector and a group of interested youth
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An important step towards raising the 
challenges facing the international civil aviation 
sector

At the kind invitation of the Civil Aviation 
Authority of the Sultanate of Oman, the Arab 
Civil Aviation Organization participated in the 
activities of the second session of the Legal 
Advisers Forum in Muscat, Sultanate of Oman 
from 21 to 23 February 2023. Representatives 
from  (57) countries and regional and 
international organizations participated in this 
forum.

In his speech on the occasion, His 
Excellency the Secretary General of ICAO 
stressed that achieving flexibility and resilience 
in the civil aviation sector is currently a top 
priority for the international civil aviation system. 
His Excellency also praised the role of the 
Legal Advisers Forum in this context, as well 
as its contribution to developing capabilities 
to overcome potential difficulties in ratifying 
and implementing air law treaties, in addition 

to recommended standards and practices, 
especially that treaties and protocols amending 
them have not yet entered into force.

In his opening speech, His Excellency Eng. 
Nayef bin Ali bin Hamad Al-Abri expressed his 
happiness that the Sultanate of Oman hosted 
the second forum of legal advisors, at a time 
when the Sultanate of Oman celebrates the 
sixty years since its accession to the Chicago 
Treaty of 1944.

He also welcomed the participating 
delegations, stressing the importance of the 
role of legal advisors in drafting and updating 
air laws in order to keep pace with the rapid 
developments in the international and national 
civil aviation sector.

His Excellency seized this opportunity 
to brief the audience on the steps taken by 
the Sultanate of Oman to modernize its Civil 
Aviation Law and to adopt the executive 
regulations, which have been published in 

The second session of the Legal Advisors Forum
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In the framework of the Cooperation 
program with its Member States, ACAO 
conducted a support mission towards the SSP 
implementation within the states of Mauritania, 
in Nouakchott, 20-24 February 2023.

The mission provided information and 
knowledge in term of SSP implementation. 
The support included the establishment of an 
SSP team, a workshop for the update of the 
SSP GAP Analysis and the associated action 
plan. The mission was a good opportunity to 
provide recommendations to the Mauritanian 
ANAC (Agence Nationale de l’Aviation Civile) 

regarding the smooth and progressive 
implementation of the SSP and some best 
practices regarding the effectiveness of the 
SMS oversight.  

9 participants from the Mauritanian CAA 
ANAC took part to the mission support. They 
were belonging to the 6 technical Areas (PEL, 
OPS, AIR, AGA, ANS & AIG).

The mission ended by a presentation made 
for the DG of the ANAC which summarizes the 
outcomes of the mission and the actions to be 
taken for the next step.

Support mission for the  State Safety Program implementation in the 
Islamic Republic of Mauritania
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A statement regarding the interactive workshop in the field of environmental 
protection for civil aviation

Dubai, United Arab Emirates, 20-23 February 2023

On February 20, the General Authority 
of Civil Aviation of the United Arab Emirates, 
in coordination with the Arab Civil Aviation 
Organization, organized the activities of 
an interactive workshop in the field of 
environmental protection for civil aviation. 
This four-day workshop was part of the 
implementation of the work program of the 
Environment Committee of the Organization.

The event aimed to get acquainted with 
the most important projects and initiatives 
implemented by the United Arab Emirates 
in the field of environmental protection, as 
it constitutes an occasion for delegations of 
countries to exchange experiences and learn 
about the experience of each of the country's 
airports (Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Emirates, Sharjah, 
Federal Airlines, and airlines) (, as well as 

research and development centers in the 
country) (Masdar, ADNOC, Khalifa University..) 
to achieve the goals of sustainability.

Experts from Arab countries representing 
aviation authorities, airports, airlines, ground 
handling companies and air catering 
companies participated in this workshop.
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In the framework of the Cooperation 
program, ACAO & ICAO organised jointly 
the “OLDI/AIDC WS” in-person Workshop, in 
Cairo, Egypt 14 – 16 February 2023.

The Workshop provided information 
on AIDC/OLDI Operational and technical 
requirements and reviewed the MID Region 
Strategy for AIDC/OLDI Implementation as well 
as the status of the AIDC/OLDI of the additional 
ACAO Member states (no accredited to 
ICAO MID office). The event has been an 
opportunity to share experience gained and 
lessons learnt and support States in fostering 
the implementation of ASBU priority 1 FICE 
Element.

The course targeted audience as States 
officials involved in OLDI/AIDC implementation 
based on the relevant regional air navigation 
plan (mainly the MID, but also EUR & AFI ones).

40 participants attended the WS from 
10 ACAO/ICAO member States and 5 
organisations ACAO, Eurocontrol, IATA and 
ICAO.

As WS outcomes, the states updated the 
priorities table regarding the OLDI/AIDC 
connection between adjacent ATSUs and 
identified the actions to be taken to increase 
the implementation rate in term of ASBU 
element FICE.  The complete outcomes and 
associated SoD are available on the ACAO 
dedicated web page.

ACAO & ICAO organised jointly the “OLDI/AIDC WS”
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The agenda also included an item on 
investment in Arab countries, and an item 
submitted by the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan on the challenges of Arab food security 
as a result of the Russian-Ukrainian crisis, in 
addition to an item submitted by the United 
Arab Emirates on the Arab food market, and 
two items submitted by the Algerian Republic 
on governance and its role in improving the 
financial performance of the institutions, and 
the Arab program for the promotion of industrial 
shift. The participants also discussed an item 
related to Arab-international cooperation in the 
social development fields.

 Ambassador Haifa Abu Ghazaleh, 
Assistant Secretary-General of the League 
of Arab States and Head of the Social Affairs 
Sector, stressed the importance of the work of 
the Social Committee of the current session 
of the Council and its role in promoting joint 
Arab action, especially the preparation of the 
social file for the regular Arab summit and the 
development summit.

This came in her speech during the 
opening session, and HE the ambassador 
said that the agenda of this session includes 
important issues that are primary for joint 

Arab social development work, and take into 
account current developments, especially the 
economic and social file of the League Council 
at the summit level in its regular session (32 ), 
which will include a number of important topics 
affecting the Arab citizen of all categories, 
foremost of which are issues related to persons 
with disabilities, and social and developmental 
policies related to the recovery phase from 
Covid-19.

It is worth noting that this session witnessed 
the handover of the presidency by His 
Excellency the Ambassador of the Kingdom 
of Morocco, Permanent Representative to 
the League of Arab States, President of 
the previous session, to His Excellency the 
Minister of Finance of the Islamic Republic of 
Mauritania, Chairman of the current session, 
with the participation of heads and members of 
Arab delegations, and the Assistant Secretary-
General of the League of Arab States and 
Head of the Social Affairs Sector And the 
Assistant Secretary General for Economic 
Affairs, directors and representatives of joint 
Arab action organizations.
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The Director General of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization participates in the works of 
the 111th session of the Economic and Social Council at the level of ministers of finance, 

economy and trade

His Excellency Eng. Abdennebi Manar, 
Director General of the Arab Civil Aviation 
Organization, participated in the works of the 
111th session of the Economic and Social 
Council at the level of ministers of finance, 
economy and trade, which was held at the 
headquarters of the General Secretariat of the 
League of Arab States in Cairo from 05 to 9 
February 2023, in order to approve projects 
Decisions issued by the recommendations of 
the meeting of senior officials and the social 
and economic committees, as well as topics 
related to organizations and institutions of joint 
Arab action. This session discussed several 
items, foremost of which is the economic and 
social file of the (32) regular Arab summit to 
be held in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia during 
this year, and preparation for the fifth session 
of the Arab Economic and Social Development 
Summit, next November in Mauritania.

The meeting also discussed the report 
on the Greater Arab Free Trade Area and 
the developments of the customs union, and 
the draft statute of the Arab Coordination 
Mechanism for Disaster Risk Reduction, in 
addition to discussing two requests submitted 
by the State of Tunisia regarding the completion 
of an assessment report on the effects of the 
Greater Arab Free Trade Area on Arab regional 
integration, and strengthening the provisions 
related to the issuance of certificates of origin 
within the framework of the Greater Arab Free 
Trade Area, and discussing the initiative of the 
State of Palestine regarding facilitating trade, 
supporting customs, and opening markets 
with the outside world via container shipping 
through the King Hussein Bridge (Al-Karama 
Border Crossing).
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Stressing the need to continue coordination 
among the four regional organizations on 
procedures to speed up the process of 
ratification by the member states of these 
organizations of the protocols to amend 
Articles 50 or 56 of the Chicago Convention on 
International Civil Aviation, and to organize joint 
meetings on issues of common concern, as well 
as reconcile the positions of their countries on 
topical issues. in various international forums.

The meeting was known to discuss a range 
of topics, perhaps the most important of which 
are:

- Analyzing the results and decisions of the 
41st General Assembly of the International Civil 
Aviation Organization, in terms of the results of 
the Council elections and the working papers 
submitted.

- Possible areas of cooperation in 2023, 
by organizing joint meetings and events in 
2023, in addition to any bilateral activities 
already planned between the organizations, to 

strengthen the existing cooperation relations 
between the sister civil aviation organizations 
and to agree on actions that support the safe, 
secure and sustainable development of air 
transport in its regions and all over the world, 
consistent with the strategy of the International 
Civil Aviation Organization.

The meeting also concluded that strong 
partnership and cooperation are crucial to 
ensuring the long-term sustainability of the 
aviation industry, by working together and 
exchanging information and good practices, 
in addition to providing an opportunity for 
these regional organizations to develop and 
implement effective strategies to support the 
recovery of air travel, in order to ensure the 
growth of the aviation industry for the benefit of 
economies and citizens in each region.
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The first meeting of regional civil aviation organizations to enhance cooperation 

and support the sustainable development of civil aviation in Paris

On February 7, 2023, a meeting was held in 
Paris that included the chairmen of the councils 
as well as the secretaries and general managers 
of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization, the 
European Civil Aviation Conference, the 
African Civil Aviation Committee and the 
Latin American Civil Aviation Committee. The 
meeting began with a minute of silence for the 
victims of the earthquake that struck Syria. 
and Turkey, leaving thousands of deaths and 
affecting ten Turkish states and northwestern 
Syria.

At the outset of his speech, His Excellency 
Captain Haitham Mesto, Chairman of the 
Executive Council of the Organization, 
extended his thanks and gratitude to the 
European Civil Aviation Conference for the 
kind invitation to participate in the work of this 
important meeting aimed at strengthening and 
converging views between the various regional 
organizations specialized in the civil aviation 
sector, congratulating His Excellency the 
regional organizations and through them Their 
member states on the results of the elections of 
the ICAO Council in its previous session (41), 

which culminated in the election of the member 
states of the four organizations, highlighting 
the importance of coordination and mutual 
support between regional organizations, 
which contributes significantly to creating the 
appropriate conditions to facilitate the process 
of electing members of the ICAO Council.

His Excellency also stated that the 
organization of this meeting comes in 
conjunction with the Arab countries' celebration 
today of the Arab Aviation Day, which this year 
coincides with the twenty-seventh anniversary 
of the founding of the Arab Civil Aviation 
Organization. And the institutions, for the 
efforts they have made and are still continuing 
to achieve significant achievements to 
enhance the capabilities of the civil aviation 
sector in terms of infrastructure, equipment, 
aircraft fleets and services of high quality, 
thus contributing to the path of sustainable 
development for our countries, as well as in 
supporting the efforts of the International Civil 
Aviation Organization in this field through plans 
and programs joint work with it.
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The aviation sector is not a new economic 
sector. It is a sector that has gone through many 
crises, which made it gain sufficient flexibility in 
facing them and standing back again on its feet. 
Aviation is still the distinguishing feature that 
connects people, places, culture and trade. 
Its development in the future can help a lot in 
consolidating friendship and understanding 
between the nations and peoples of the world.

 The Arab Civil Aviation Organization, 
since its establishment on February 7, 1996, 
has worked in accordance with the objectives 
entrusted to it, to open up to international 
and regional organizations by signing 
several agreements and memorandums of 
understanding and cooperation, to unify their 
programs of activities and mechanisms of work, 
and to define priorities of interest to enhance 
air transport, its safety and security, Increasing 
capacity and air navigation efficiency, 
protecting the aviation environment, and also 
preventing duplication and unifying efforts 
in the region. The organization also ensures 
integration and coordination between the civil 
aviation authorities of the member states and 
cooperates with ICAO within the framework of 

its legislative and executive bodies.

Aware of the important role played by 
the air transport sector in the sustainable 
development of Member States, and also 
seeking to advance the sector’s institutions to 
strive for excellence at the regional and global 
levels, the organization will continue its work 
in terms of proposing plans, programs and 
initiatives that support the sector and raise 
its productivity and its ability to withstand 
crises, in order to preserve its achievements, 
and continues to exert further efforts towards 
modernization and development, and to 
strengthen the mechanism for joint cooperation 
among Arab countries, and towards Arab 
reunion,  as the Arab house of expertise, so 
that we can face  major challenges that can 
only be faced within a coherent and unified 
Arab framework with strong determination and 
high professionalism.

On this occasion, the Arab Civil Aviation 
Organization extends its sincere congratulations 
to the Arab aviation community, wishing all its 
members further success.
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The Arab aviation community celebrates 
on the seventh (7th) February of each year the 
Arab Civil Aviation Day, which coincides with 
the anniversary of the establishment of the 
Arab Civil Aviation Organization, after it was 
officially approved by the governing bodies of 
the Arab Civil Aviation Organization and by the 
Higher Coordination Committee for Joint Arab 
Action of the Arab League of States.

This day is intended to shed the light on  the 
importance of civil aviation in the social and 
economic development of the organization’s 
member states, as well as to introduce the 
importance of the latter’s role in providing civil 
aviation authorities with a framework for joint 
action and developing general planning for 
civil aviation among Arab countries, in order 
to strengthen and secure its safety, and to 
promote due cooperation and coordination 
between member states in the field of civil 
aviation. It also aims at laying the foundations 
for the latter in terms of standardization, as well 
as working on the growth and development of 

Arab civil aviation.

The celebration of this day is also an 
opportunity to review the prospects for the 
development of Arab and regional air transport, 
given that the transport sector is the economic 
lifeline of our time and one of the most important 
requirements for progress and development 
as well as one of the most important pillars 
of international trade and tourism activities 
and the link between various countries of the 
world. It is also an opportunity to acknowledge 
the tremendous achievements of Arab civil 
aviation in various fields of cooperation.

Celebrating the Arab Civil Aviation Day this 
year is also an opportunity to highlight the role 
played by the Arab Civil Aviation Organization 
at the level of the Arab region in terms of 
air transport development and in terms of 
coordination efforts initiated between Arab 
countries within the framework of joint Arab 
action.

The Arab Aviation community celebrates the "Arab Civil Aviation Day." An opportunity 

to review the prospects for the development of Arab and regional air transport.
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In his speech, Aboul Gheit stressed the 
importance of the forum as a platform for 
exchanging ideas and successful experiences 
of  Arab unions, expressing  most prominent his 
thanks and appreciation to His Highness Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the 
State, "may God grant him protection," for his kind 
support and assistance in the efforts of joint Arab 
action initiatives.

He also thanked His Highness Sheikh Saif 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of the Interior, for his support for joint Arab 
action and sponsorship of the Arab Vision for Digital 
Economy’s initiative through the Arab Union for 
Digital Economy, praising the initiatives launched 
by the Arab Union for Digital Economy and its close 
cooperation with the League of Arab States to 
implement them.

In his opening speech, His Excellency the 
Secretary-General, Mr. Ahmed Aboul Gheit, 
stressed the role of Arab unions as houses of 
expertise working within the framework of the 
League of Arab States. This has prompted the 
convening of this forum periodically to address 
issues of interest to Arab business such as 
entrepreneurship, sustainable development, digital 
transformation, food security and climate change 
and others.

The Secretary-General of the League of Arab 
States urged organizations and unions to raise more 
initiatives and plans to the Arab summits, and to 
expand the scope of their work through cooperation 
with Arab organizations and specialized ministerial 
councils, calling on them to intensify their efforts in 
the field of food security in response to the changes 
in the current circumstances, which led to the 
deterioration of Arab food security indicators in a 
worrying way, and in the same context, he praised 
the initiative launched by the Arab Federation for 
Digital Economy under the title "Arab Food Market", 
calling on everyone to cooperate in facilitating its 

implementation.

His Excellency also said that the world has 
been facing, since the beginning of the current 
decade, an increase in risks that threaten the 
prosperity and security of societies, which indicates 
the beginning of a new phase of "instability", and 
one of the most prominent features of which is the 
continued high rates of inflation and debt, since the 
Corona pandemic, to record levels, and the decline 
in global demand for commodities and escalating 
recession and unemployment.

Aboul Gheit referred to the climate summit held 
in Sharm El-Sheikh, explaining that it received great 
Arab interest, which will undoubtedly contribute to 
raising Arab awareness on climate issues. The 
summit was marked by distinguished participation 
from the League of Arab States compared to 
previous sessions, and because the next climate 
summit will also be held in the Arab region,  in the 
United Arab Emirates, he suggested that some ideas 
that would enhance the participation of the Arab 
League in the aforementioned climate summit be 
consulted in cooperation with the UAE government, 
in order to benefit our Arab organizations and our 
member states alike.

It is worth noting that the 35 joint Arab action 
institutions and organizations are the technical arms 
of the League of Arab States and are relied upon to 
present initiatives and proposals to find solutions to 
some issues of concern to the Arab region.

The meetings of the Higher Coordination 
Committee for Joint Arab Action aim to enhance 
cooperation, coordination and exchange of 
experiences between the League of Arab States 
and its institutions to increase the effectiveness 
of its organizations and federations, and to avoid 
duplication of work with the aim of developing a 
strategic vision for the development of joint Arab 
action in the sectors that fall under the competence 
of each institution.
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The Arab Civil Aviation Organization participates in the meetings of the 54th 
session of the Higher Coordination Committee for Joint Arab Action

A delegation headed by His Excellency Eng. 
Abdennebi Manar, Director General of the Arab 
Civil Aviation Organization, participated in the 54th 
session of the meetings of the Higher Coordination 
Committee for Joint Arab Action, held from 24 to 
26 January 2023, and hosted by the Arab Union 
for Digital Economy in the United Arab Emirates. 
The meeting was headed by His Excellency 
Secretary General, Mr. Ahmed Aboul Gheit, under 
the auspices and honor of Lieutenant General His 
Highness Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, First Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Interior of the United 
Arab Emirates, with the participation of directors 
general of Arab organizations and secretaries 
general of specialized Arab unions.

The agenda of the meeting included discussion 
of many important items that fall within the 
framework of supporting and strengthening the 
joint Arab action system, including the Arab food 
security issue in light of climate changes and the 
most important plans of Arab organizations related 
to  Arab food security issue and their proposals to 
deal with it, the most important item of the outcomes 
of the 31st session of the Council of The League 

of Arab States at the summit level, which was 
held in the Republic of Algeria - November 2022 
session, the most important outcomes of the works 
of the Cop27 climate summit, which was held in 
Sharm El Sheikh - November 2022 session, the 
item related to the Arab strategy for cybersecurity 
and the role of specialized Arab organizations 
related to the preparation of the Arab strategy 
for cybersecurity. The meeting also discussed 
the initiatives presented by some joint Arab 
action organizations and institutions, which are 
proposed to be presented to the Arab Economic 
and Social Development Summit, to be held in the 
Islamic Republic of Mauritania - November 2023 
session. The session reviewed the results of the 
second international media conference, which was 
organized by the Arab States Broadcasting Union 
in the Republic of Tunisia on January 13 and 14, 
2023, and the proposed submission of its results to 
the next Arab summit.

On the sidelines of the meeting, a memorandum 
of understanding for the Arab food market 
was signed between several joint Arab labor 
organizations and institutions.
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His Excellency the Secretary General of the Arab League receives a 
copy of the Aviation Dictionary

His Excellency Eng. Abdennebi Manar, 
Director General of the Arab Civil Aviation 
Organization, handed over a copy of the Civil 
Aviation Dictionary prepared by the latter to His 
Excellency Mr. Ahmed Aboul Gheit, Secretary 
General of the League of Arab States, in the 
presence of all organizations and institutions of 
joint Arab action,  on the sidelines of the works 
of the 54th session of the Higher Coordination 
Committee for Joint Arab Action held in the 
United Arab Emirates, from 24-26 January 
2023.

Engineer Abdennebi Manar confirmed that 
this dictionary includes 1961 terms in the field 
of aviation, and its preparation was supervised 
by a group of experts in the field in addition to 
linguists and lexicographers. It also responds 
to the adoption by the International Civil Aviation 
Organization (ICAO) through its decisions 
taken during previous session of its general 
of the Arabic language as an official language 

and expanding its use in its activities, as is the 
case with the five languages approved by it 
namely: English, French, Spanish, Russian and 
Chinese. Accordingly, and in implementation of 
the directives of His Excellency the Secretary-
General of the League of Arab States, calling 
for cooperation between the organizations and 
institutions of the League as well as with the 
organizations of the United Nations, the Arab 
Civil Aviation Organization in cooperation with 
the Arab Organization for Education, Culture 
and Science (ALECSO), decided to issue a 
unified dictionary of civil aviation terms in three 
languages: Arabic, French and English.

For his part, His Excellency Mr. Aboul Gheit 
noted this achievement, which falls within the 
framework of joint Arab action, calling on His 
Excellency Eng. Abdennebi Manar to thank 
all those involved in making this valuable work 
come to fruition. 
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A field visit to review the experience of airports in the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia in management

Airports and accompanying services

Within the framework of the partnership and 
cooperation agreement signed between the 
Arab Civil Aviation Organization and the National 
Airports Office in the Kingdom of Morocco, 
which aims to support the qualification of the 
office's cadre. With the initiative from the Arab 
Organization for Civil Birds and the cooperation 
of the Civil Tournament in the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia, an administrative accreditation 
from the national library of Moroccan airports 
and a representative of the organization with a 
field chair during the period of the period -22 
24 January 2023 and that is on the experience 
of the Kingdom's services.

During this visit, the team was briefed 
on the progress of operations at Abdulaziz 
International Airport in Jeddah, its future 
projects and the distinguished services it 
provides to airlines and travelers, to achieve 
the goals set within the Kingdom's Vision 2030.

That affected the members of the delegation, 
the visa of the company of Jeddah, the 
happiness of the happiness of the profession, 

AYMAN Bin Abdel -Aziz Abu Abada, welcome 
to the delegation of the national library for 
Moroccan airports, providing thanks to the 
Department of the Arab Organization for Civil 
Pyramids for the fact that this is a way.

After that, a field tour was taken in Terminal 1 
of the airport, which included the check-in area, 
familiarization with the automatic conveyor 
system (APM), a visit to the Operations Control 
Center (TOCC) and the data center (CENTR 
DATA). The visit included several meetings with 
the Vice President for Projects and General 
Manager of the Engineering Department, Vice 
President for Hajj and Umrah Affairs, Vice 
President for Operations and with the Vice 
President for Commercial Operations.

In the conclusion of the visit, the delegation 
of the national library of Moroccan airports 
thanks to each of the Arab Civil Pyramid 
Organization and the Jeddah Carry Company 
for making opportunity to make this visit, which 
had the great impact to stand on the last of 
the developments that entered the operational 
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 The Arab Civil Aviation Organization and 
the European Civil Aviation Security Project in 
Africa, Asia and the Middle East Project (CASE 
PROJECT II) organized a workshop on "Best 
Practices for Risk Assessment", from the 16th 
of January 2023 to the 18th.

Staff from the Civil Aviation Authority of the 
Republic of Iraq, the Civil Aviation Authority of 
the State of Libya and the General Authority of 
Civil Aviation and Meteorology of the Republic 
of Yemen benefited from this workshop, 
which aimed to provide the participants with 
knowledge and skills related to assessing 
security vulnerabilities and risks.

This course falls within the framework of the 
cooperation and partnership program between 
the Arab Civil Aviation Organization and the 
Civil Aviation Security Project in Africa, Asia 
and the Middle East (CASE PROJECT), and 
their commitment to enhancing civil aviation 
security, raising awareness and spreading the 
culture of civil aviation security and building 
the capabilities of workers within the aviation 
sector according to best practices.

A workshop with the Civil Aviation Security in Africa, Asia and the Middle East 
Project (CASE PROJECT) on best practices for risk assessment
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The Director General of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization visits the 
Prophetic biography Exhibition and Museum

At the invitation of His Excellency Dr. Salem 
bin Muhammad Al-Malik, Director General of 
the Islamic World Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (ISESCO), a delegation 
from the Arab Civil Aviation Organization 
headed by His Excellency Eng. Abdennebi 
Manar , visited the exhibition, which is currently 
hosted in ISESCO headquarters in Rabat, and 
which is the fruit of a strategic partnership 
between ISESCO, the Muslim World League 
and the Muhammadiyah Association of 
Scholars in the Kingdom of Morocco.

Dr. Salem bin Muhammad Al-Malik, Director 
General of ISESCO, affirmed that holding this 
exhibition comes within the framework of the 
organization's efforts to highlight the civilized 
aspects of the biography of the Chosen One, 

may God bless him and grant him peace, 
by presenting documented encyclopedic 
information about the fragrant biography of 
the best of mankind, may the best of prayers 
and peace be upon him, through means that 
address the soul and conscience, using the 
latest technology applications and virtual 
reality techniques.

For his part, Eng. Abdennebi Manar praised 
ISESCO's hosting of this scientific edifice and 
initiative, which allowed many to learn about 
the various aspects of the biography of the 
Chosen One, may God bless him and grant 
him peace, pointing out that the tour takes the 
visitor on a journey through time, thanks to the 
detailed simulation of the life of the Prophet 
Peace be Upon Him in both the exhibition and 
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The Arab Civil Aviation Organization participates in the third meeting of 
the Regional Aviation Security and Facilitation Group in the Middle East MID-

RASFG/3

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization 
participated in the third meeting of the Middle 
East Aviation Security and Facilitation Group 
(RASFG), affiliated to the ICAO Regional Office 
for the Middle East, which was hosted by the 
Civil Aviation Authority of the Sultanate of 
Oman in Muscat from January 16 to 18, 2023.

The meeting, in which aviation security 
managers, experts and specialists in the field 
of security and facilitation from countries, 

regional organizations and the aviation 
industry participated, aims to follow up the 
implementation of the group’s program and 
plan of action in line with the objectives 
stipulated in the Global Aviation Security Plan 
(GASeP), and to identify the priorities and 
needs of countries with regard to Aviation 
security and facilitation programs, capacity 
building, support and technical assistance to 
the concerned countries.
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contributing to the path 
of sustainable development 
for our countries, as well as 
supporting the efforts of the 
International Civil Aviation 
Organization through joint 
plans and programs of action.

During the meeting, the 
executive heads of these 
organizations stressed the 
need for convergence of 
points of view, with regards 
to enabling the outputs of the 
forty-first General Assembly of 
the International Civil Aviation 
Organization, and the need 
for coordination and mutual 
support between regional 
organizations in a way that 
contributes to strengthening 
the role of ICAO in raising 
the challenges facing the 
sustainability of the air transport 
industry, and helps create 

the appropriate conditions to 
support its governance bodies. 

This meeting was also 
an opportunity to agree on 
organizing joint meetings on 
issues of common concern, 
as well as to reconcile the 
positions of Member States on 
topical issues, and to set up a 
mechanism for coordinating 
the preparatory stages 
for participation in various 
international forums.

The Kingdom of Morocco 
has organized, for his part,  
a regional symposium on 
"Countering Civil Aviation 
Security Threats" in partnership 
with the US Transportation 
Security Administration (TSA), 
the Export Control and Border 
Security Program at the US 
Department of State, the Pacific 
Northwest National Laboratory 

of the US Department of Energy, 
and the Arab Civil Aviation 
Organization.

This comes in addition to 
the organization of training 
courses and workshops on best 
practices for risk assessment, 
preparation of ICAO security 
audits, air cargo and air supply 
security, best practices for 
environmental protection, 
training in the field of civil 
aviation, Information about the 
interconnection of air traffic 
services and the exchange of 
data via the Internet, by the Arab 
Civil Aviation Organization, in 
partnership with the aviation 
authorities of member states 
and the ICAO office in Cairo, 
which we include as part of the 
organization's activities during 
the first quarter of this year.
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The air transport sector 
maintains its pace of recovery 
despite the remaining effects 
of the Covid-19 pandemic, 
the decline in terms of gross 
domestic product, the high cost 
of fuel, the shortage of qualified 
human resources, as well as 
the repercussions of the current 
geopolitical tensions worldwide.

Statistics issued by the 
concerned. civil aviation 
authorities and organizations 
as well as other stakeholders,  
indicate that by the end of 2022, 
passenger revenues per ton 
kilometer globally exceeded 
68.5% compared to 2019 levels, 
after it decreased to about 
41.7% of what it was in 2019, 
and the demand reached 72 % 
of the offer per seat kilometer, 
equivalent to 78% as load 
average, and the international 
air connectivity index increased 
to 85% compared to 2019, while 
the international air transport 
of goods remained at the 
same level as it was before the 
pandemic, as it decreased by 
less than 2%. This movement of 
passengers and goods required 

the operation of about 90% of 
the aircraft fleet

. The Arab region, according 
to the Arab Air Carriers 
Organization, also witnessed 
an increase in the number of 
passengers, exceeding 89% 
compared to its levels in 2019, 
while the transportation of goods 
during the month of December 
2022 exceeded 90% of the levels 
compared to the same month in 
2019. About 84% of the fleet of 
Arab carriers has been operated 
during 2022

.In addition, these indicators 
are expected to continue to rise, 
bringing the year 2023 closer to 
levels recorded in 2019, which 
should be exceeded in 2024. 
We hope that commercial air 
traffic will return to what it was 
before the pandemic before the 
end of the current year, and 
that demand will exceed the 
offers of air carriers, thanks to 
the arrangements engaged by 
the civil aviation authorities and 
stakeholders.

In parallel with these 
arrangements, civil aviation 
authorities continue to work on 
implementing the outcomes 
of the forty-first ICAO General 
Assembly. In this context, I 
would like to pay tribute to  the 
organization of the second 
edition of the Civil Aviation Legal 
Advisers Forum in the city of 
Muscat, generously hosted 
by the Sultanate of Oman, in 
accordance with Resolution 
41-4 of this assembly, which 
stipulated strengthening the 

ability and effectiveness of 
countries to implement air law 
treaties and modernize national 
laws and regulations, after 
the first edition was held in the 
Republic of Singapore in 2019. 
His Excellency the Secretary-
General of the International Civil 
Aviation Organization, in his 
opening speech to this forum, 
stressed the top priority for 
achieving flexibility and resilience 
in the sector at present, and 
the role of the Legal Advisors 
Forum in this context, and 
their contribution to developing 
capabilities that will allow to 
overcome potential difficulties for 
the ratification of Air Law treaties 
and their implementation as well 
as standards and recommended 
practices, especially treaties 
and protocols amendments’ that 
have not yet entered into force

.Commemorating Arab 
Aviation Day and the twenty-
seventh anniversary of the 
founding of the Arab Civil 
Aviation Organization coincided 
this year with the first meeting 
of the regional civil aviation 
organizations: the African 
Commission, the European 
Conference, the Latin American 
Civil Aviation Commission and the 
Arab Civil Aviation Organization. 
It was also an opportunity to 
acknowledge the efforts of the 
Arab and international civil 
aviation community, Heads, 
officials and employees of all 
bodies and institutions, to raise 
the capabilities of the civil aviation 
sector in terms of infrastructure, 
equipment, fleets of aircraft and 
high-quality services, thus 
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ACAO ICAO SMS & FDA
 WS (Air bus) y

The second edition of the

 Second Arab Environment

 Forum

Organizing a course 
for auditors in civil 
aviation security

Rules for issuing 
air transport permits 

course for trainers
 in the field of 
environmental

 protection
 in the field of
 civil aviation

ACAO/ICAO
 AIR NAVIGATION 

AIDS SYMP
 MOROCCO

Koweit 
6-10 November

Morocco 
7-9 November

 Cairo
13-15 November

Doha 
20-22 November

Rabat
27-30 December 

Tunis
12-14 December 

 Morocco 
16-20 October

 Rabat 
23-25 October

Regional symposium on 

drones

Regional seminar on 
cyber security
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Regional Landside 
Security Workshop 

with support

Workshop on ACI Airport  
Carbon Accreditation

Risk management 
 course in air  

transport

Workshop on national plans for  
countries to reduce carbon 

 emissions

ACAO-ECAC/CASE  
II Joint workshop on Risk  

Assessment

 Cairo 
10-14  September 

 Rabat 
9-11 October 

Cairo 
8-12 October 

 Rabat 
2-4 October

Muscat 
11-13  September 

Rabat 
20-22  September 

Rabat 
25-29  September 

Dubai 
18-20  September 

Strategic management
 course for air transport

ACAO-ECAC/CASE II 
Joint workshop 

on Behaviors Detection

 First forum for air 
transport
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Strategic 
management course of 

air transport

Air transport prices course

Accident investigation 
workshopt

Regional joint workshop 
on the internal threatt

SSP IMPLEMENTATION 
WS Muscat 

Monitoring, Reporting 
and Verification (MRV) 

requirements for 
CORSIA

Rabat
13-15 June

Cairo
18-22 June

Cairo
9-13 July 

Rabat 
10-13 July 

Ryiadh  
23-27 July 

Muscat  
23-27 July 

Cairo
3-7 September 

Cairo
4-8 September 

Risk management 
course in air transport

WRC23 Preparatory WS 
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Accident 
investigation workshop

Judicial Enforcement 

Course

Seminar on border

 protection and facilities

ICAO/ACAO Wildlife

A workshop on the new 
ICAO standards related to 

carbon emissions.

Air Law Course

A joint workshop with
 the European Civil 
Aviation Conference 

on security equipment

CAIRO
6-8 June

The headquarters of the 
organization unless hosted

5-6 June

UAE
12-13 June

Jordan 
12-16 May

Cairo
11-15 June

Togo
10-11 May

Cairo
7-11 May

Dubai
2-4 May

ACAO/CAAS 
Customized Safety Audit 

of ATS
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Executive Board Members 2021 – 2023

His Excellency
Mr. Saleh Abdullah Al-Fadaghi

Head of the General Administration of Civil 
Aviation

Kuwait
Member of the executive council of the 

organization

His Excellency Mr. Saif Mohammed Al 
Suwaidi

Director General of the General Authority of 
Civil Aviation

State of United Arab Emirates

- Member of the Executive Council of the 
organization -

His Excellency Mr. Abdulaziz bin 
Abdullah Al Duailej

President of the General Civil Aviation 
Authority

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

- Member of the Executive Council of the 
organization -

His Excellency
Mr. Emad Abdu razzaq Al-asadi

Head of the Civil Aviation Authority

The Republic of Iraq

- Member of the Executive Council of the 
organization -

His Excellency Mr. Amr Elsharkawy
Head of Civil Aviation Authority

The Egyptian Arabic Republic

-Member of the Executive Council of the 
Organization-

His Excellency Mr. Zakaria Ben Ghazi
Director General of the Directorate General of 

Civil Aviation

The Kingdom of Morocco

-Member of the Executive Council of the 
Organization-

His Excellency Eng. Nayef bin Ali bin 
Hamad Al Abri

Undersecretary of the Ministry of Transport, 
Communications, and Information Technology 

for Transport.

Sultanate of Oman

- Member of the Executive Council of the 
organization -

His Excellency Mr. Mohammed Faleh 
Al-Hajri

The person in charge of conducting the work 
of the General Authority of Civil Aviation

State of Qatar

-Member of the Executive Council of the 
Organization-

President of the General 
Assembly of the Arab Civil 

Aviation Organization
His Excellency

 Mr. ALI HAMIEH
Minister of Public Works and 

Transport in the Lebanese 
government

His Excellency
 Mr. Haitham Mesto
Chairman of the Board of 

Commissioners of the Civil 
Aviation Regulatory Authority

Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan
- Chairman of the Executive 
Council of the organization -





Contact us

The doors of the "Arab Aviation" Journal and its 
website are always open to every participant and reader 
who wants to benefit from this scientific space, and 
we would be happier to provide your suggestions and 
observations, because we will rise and develop with you.

"Arab Aviation" magazine allocates spaces for your ads
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