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012023 Scheduled Wide-Bodied Services and Active Fleet Sizes, African Domiciled Airlines

Airlir Widebodie ces ied Aircraft Tt y Alrcraf
Ethiopian Airlines 7,763 68 86.3 114

Egyptair 1,581 18 17.6 )
Kenya Airways 895 3 9.9 99
Royal Air Maroc 846 10 9.4 85
Air Mauritius 824 6 9.2 137
Air Algerie 725 6 8.1 121
Air Austral 432 5 4.8 86
South African Airways 262 2 29 131
Compagnie Africaine d'Aviation 252 2 238 126
TAAG Angola Airlines 226 6 2.5 38
AirTanzania 196 2 22 98
RwandAir 187 2 21 94
Tunisair 183 2 2.0 92
Air Peace 126 3 1.4 42
Air Senegal 123 1 14 123
Uganda Airlines 79 2 09 40

Source: 0AG Schedules Analyser UAG
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the moment. Qantas, a member of Oneworld,
codeshares with 8 other members but also an
additional 19 airlines outside the alliance.

This is perhaps one of the reasons for
the slow progress in seeing China Southern
make a move towards Oneworld; membership
of Oneworld will give it significant access
to the Chinese market, but in practice the
historic cooperation between China Southern
and SkyTeam members does not disappear
overnight. KLM proudly states on its website
that its joint venture with China Southern and
subsidiary Xiamen Airlines are key to its China
strategy.

F 3\
China Capacity by Alliance Q2 2023
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So, Where Next for Airline Alliances?

Without doubt, the major airline alliances
are a success. Today, close to 45% of all
scheduled airline seats are operated under
the umbrella of one of those airline alliances,
facilitating traveler journeys across the globe
and providing flexible additional connectivity
for major carriers.

Airlines seem to have settled on a happy
balance between individual airline branding
and alliance branding, so that both are familiar
to the consumer (even if not always well
understood). Incremental efficiencies continue
to take place which streamline the passenger
journey, but it seems that growth is unlikely.
There are few legacy airline targets left which
might add value for the existing alliances and
year-by-year the low-cost sector eats away at
market share. For now, maintaining value for
alliance members may be the simple goal.




| Reports

While there are other airline alliances such
as Value Alliance and U-Fly, consisting of
low-cost carriers, their impact has not been
as significant as expected when they arrived
on the scene seven years ago. Instead, the
technology companies aiming to make self-
connecting travel by air (and other modes)
easier have moved into this space with an
alternative approach to streamlining air travel
and connectivity in today’s world.
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How Can Airline Alliances Maintain Their
Value for Members?

Airline alliances were established to address
the challenge of creating global networks
in an industry where airline ownership was
often accompanied by rules that prevented
the type of merger and consolidation activity
seen in other sectors. The core value offering
of an alliance is the number of destinations
that each member gives access to for every
other member. In the year to May 2023, OAG
counted 1289 destinations across the Star
Alliance network, 1058 for SkyTeam and 998
for Oneworld.

The number of airline members doesn'’t
change much these days in part due to the
complexity of working with a large number of
partners, but also because there are few legacy
airlines that could offer genuine additional
value in terms of network coverage.
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Each of the major alliances has geographic
gaps in their networks, at least in terms of the
domicile area of their members, but sometimes
that is simply due to the limited number of
airlines that could be partners.

In a market such as the UK, where the main
legacy carrier is British Airways (a member of
Oneworld) and the ‘challenger’ airline is Virgin
Atlantic (who recently joined SkyTeam), there’s
no third airline that might work for Star Alliance.
Similarly, in high-growth markets such as
India, Air India is a member of Star Alliance
but neither Oneworld or SkyTeam has a local
member. While many alliance members fly into
and out of India, it is the low-cost carriers that
are driving much of the growth in the market.

There are other areas - aside from networks
and access to destinations - where alliances
can provide value, such as:

e Streamlining passenger processes
e Loyalty programs
e Group purchasing

However, quantifying progress in these
areas is much harder. In theory, member
airlines can share best practice and implement
shared approaches but the appetite for deeper
cooperation varies between alliances and
between members.

The Question of Exclusivity

It would be a mistake to think that
airline alliances are somehow exclusive in
determining how one airline cooperates
with another. In practice, alliances have
always been pragmatic solutions and airlines
continue to be pragmatic in pursuing their best
interests. So, while Turkish Airlines may be a
member of Star Alliance, and codeshares with
16 members of the Star Alliance, it also has
codeshare flights with a further 32 airlines at
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State of Play: Where Next For Airline Alliances And Partnerships?
Source: OAG

What Was the Pandemic's Impact on
Airline Alliances?

Airline alliances and partnerships are so
commonplace in the industry these days
that they rarely make the headlines, unless a
new partnership forms or an airline leaves an
alliance. At these moments there’s a flurry of
activity and guestions are asked about what it
means and what comes next.

We've seen this in recent years with the
departure of China Southern from SkyTeam
in 2018 and the recurrent questions about if,
and when, they may join Oneworld. The recent
announcement of an interline agreement
between Emirates and Etihad airlines garnered
plenty of media attention, but some questioned
if it involved more spin than substance.

So, now the dust has settled from the global
pandemic, what is the state of play with airline
alliances and partnerships? Has anything
changed? Do the alliances continue to offer
value for their members and where do they go
next?

e )

Capacity (seats) by Alliance
2003-2022

Star Alliance
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Historically, Star Alliance has been the
largest alliance in terms of scheduled airline
capacity, followed by SkyTeam and then
Oneworld. The pandemic did not affect
their rankings, although inevitably all three

experienced the dramatic reduction in
operations that aviation saw generally through
2020 and 2021.

In 2022 - while global airline capacity was
still 17.8% shy of 2019 levels - the big three
airline alliances were taking longer to recover.
Oneworld was closest at 18.5% below 2019
levels, while SkyTeam was at 23% below and
Star Alliance at 24% below.

Airline Alliance Trends Reflect Legacy
Airline Trends

Long-term industry trends were already
impacting alliances before the pandemic,
including the slow erosion of global capacity
share as low-cost carriers (LCCs) gained
share worldwide. The pandemic, if anything,
has probably accelerated this trend as LCCs
have responded with route experimentation,
network growth and offering products that
better meet the needs of travelers wanting to
explore the world but happy with destinations
closer to home (than they might have been in
the past).

7 ™\
Capacity Share by Alliance

Other alliances and affiiates
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In the 12 months up to May 2023, unaligned
low-cost airlines have operated 31% of global
airline capacity, nearly double that of the largest
alliance - Star Alliance - which operated 17%.



of experience of such moments, but has frequently
failed to take the right direction. The key guestion is
what the right direction should be, and is it possible
to make progress that is both sustainable, grows
access to travel and creates a profitable industry
for all? There is no “golden bullet” to establish
that position but perhaps there are some ideas or
.thoughts to consider

Industry consolidation has often been discussed
as a way forward, but it has yet to deliver
results for either majority or minority partners
in Africa. Disputes over ownership and control,
allocation of resources, scheduling, management
teams and even pricing have frustrated attempts
at any form of consolidation. The loss of strategic
control, protection of national interest and frequent
changes of government control have proved
difficult barriers to overcome, and many attempts
have floundered on "majority investment, minority
influence” type arguments. Given the history,
politics, and failure of previous attempts then
it would be a brave airline CEO to suggest a
consolidation play in the near future. But are there
7other alternatives

?An African Airline Alliance

Is a partnership approach a more realistic and
less emotive means of creating the necessary
critical mass and network that a pan-African
airline could operate? Could this provide the
necessary supporting foundations for the wider
airline community to build around? Is it possible
to make something happen? Well, there are four
very distinct geographic regions within Africa and
in each of those there is a dominant airline operator
that has successfully secured enough scale and
mass to survive and move forward, could some
form of partnership between those carriers be a
?catalyst for change

Potential Partnership Structure For African Aviation
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Each of these airlines enjoys strong market positions
in their respective regions, in most cases offering at
least twice as much capacity as the second largest
airline in that region and all having a range of
existing partnerships in place with smaller carriers.
Post-pandemic many airlines have realized that
they were lucky to survive the event. In many cases,
without Government support, sympathetic lessors
and some savage cuts in resources they would
have collapsed. No airline CEO wants to be in that
situation again so developing new strategies that
de-risk such exposure will be vital in the next few
years and creating strategic but non-equity-based
partnerships represent a way forward. Previous
partnerships in Africa have always been built
around investment rather than recognizing the
commercial benefits that could be created by
working together. But most of those have failed,
were those attempts to run before walking realistic?
Could softer options have been considered and
was too much effort wasted at the negotiating table
Iwith too many “interested parties”? Absolutely YES

Africa’s New Opportunity

In the early stages of the pandemic many people
uttered the phrase “in adversity is opportunity”.
There is some truth in this sentiment and African
aviation now has that opportunity to make a
guantum leap forward in terms of its development,
value to economic growth and most importantly
connecting a continent that is best connected via
Paris or Rome at the moment. To make that happen
requires trust, but not cash. It requires partnerships
rather than ownership. And most importantly it
requires inspirational leadership to step forward.
Nothing is impossible with the right mindset

African aviation is once again at a crossroads,
the journey to date has been long, impacted by
too many detours and stumbled across too many
roadblocks as it has attempted to make progress.
The latest crossroad is probably the last opportunity
in a reset world. Can the continent make the right
?turn



very regulated markets; stimulating demand with
very high levels of taxation; shortages of skilled
resources; and the need to challenge established
distribution channels and build direct booking
activity. All of these are valid points and are
proving very difficult to change but is there a more
fundamental issue that needs to be addressed: the
?thorny area of consolidation and scale

Operational Challenges

For any airline to be successful it needs to operate
a diverse network that allows it to weather the
inevitable changes in markets as they react to
external factors. For some carriers, it's a wide
geographic network that provides that resilience,
for some it's a balance between clear business
and leisure markets, and for others, it's the creation
of bases across a country or continent that allow
sresources to be reallocated at short notice

For most airlines in Africa, applying any of those
principles is challenging as the capacity 'hockey
stick’ below shows. In total, African-domiciled
airlines scheduled nearly 40% of capacity in 2022
and this is supplied by the five largest airlines,
with Africa’'s single largest airline - Ethiopian
Airways - operating 14% of all capacity alone.
For comparative purposes the top five airlines in
2022 had a 38% share of capacity and the largest
carrier, Ryanair had a 15% share of capacity. So,
whilst at a macro level African airlines have a very
similar profile to their counterparts in Europe, it
is at a more granular level that the challenges of
operating become clear

2022 Scheduled Airline Capacity
African Domiciled Airlines
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The average capacity operated per day by an
African-domiciled airline in 2022 was 2,284 seats,
whilst the average number of daily flights operated
was 24, again for comparative purposes in Europe
the average was 51, suggesting that each carrier
has at least twice as much operational scale as
those in Africa. With scale comes efficiency and
another part of efficiency is reflected in the type
of aircraft operated - looking at last year's data it
highlights one of the greatest challenges facing
.aviation in Africa: the need for small aircraft types

Over two-fifths of scheduled flights were operated
with Turboprop aircraft while another 20% were
operated by regional jets, resulting in more
than 61% of all flights being operated by aircraft
that typically have fewer than 50 seats per flight.
For any airline creating a long-term sustainable
turbo-prop/regional jet network is challenging,
typically requiring high selling fares and high
aircraft utilization and whilst the fares are high,
the continual punitive taxes applied effectively
discourage demand stimulation in all but the most
wealthy or tourist markets

Productivity at the other end of the spectrum,
across the wide-bodied fleets of African airlines,
highlights another series of challenges and
inefficiencies. Looking at the current planned first
quarter 2023 schedules reveals several carriers
operating with a low number of daily wide-bodied
services. While airlines such as Ethiopian (114), Air
Mauritius (137) and South African (131) are striving
for a high degree of operational use, carriers such
as RwandaAir, Air Peace and Uganda Airlines
appear to be using their aircraft for less than two
flights a day, hardly efficient operations by any
measurement criteria

01 2023 Scheduled Wide-Bodied Services and Active Fleet Sizes. African Domiciled Airlines

Saurce: OA Schedules Analyser 0AG

?At Another Set Of Crossroads

Post-pandemic with the recovery now in full swing,
African aviation appears to be at another set of
crossroads, and it would be fair to say it has plenty
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African Aviation — Another Set of Crossroads
Source: OAG

Written by John Grant

The World Cup is now a distant memory, and the
success of Morocco was a great result for African
soccer, showcasing both the skill and resilience of
a well-drilled team where everyone accepted their
roles and responsibilities. Increasingly, the global
pandemic is also a distant memory and something
we have all learned to live with. The pandemic
was certainly a shared learning experience and
for all of us picking up the pieces after lockdowns,
restrictions on travel, and our social networking,
times have never been harder. The parallels
with Africa’s aviation industry run deep but there
are reasons for optimism from the learnings and
recovery

A Devastating Event

For many airlines, the pandemic was a moment of
survival of the fittest and even the fittest struggled!
Those carriers lucky enough to have deep cash
reserves managed to survive, scarred but not
materially damaged; Ryanair entered 2020 with
enough cash reserves for a few years and some
IAfrican carriers had enough for a few weeks

In 2020, Africa’s airlines lost some US$7.7 billion,
millions of employees within the wider travel eco-
system lost their jobs and some eight airlines went
into bankruptcy - although some of those were
teetering on the edge beforehand. In 2022, African
airlines are expected to have lost US$638 million,
with those losses hopefully reducing to US$213

million in 2023. Even allowing for those 2023
estimates to be upgraded as the recovery gathers
pace, Chinese travel restrictions to ease faster than
expected and a stronger demand profile, Africa’s
aviation industry will continue to be marginal. It is
a tough existence but there are signs of hope in
all regional markets and a sense that maybe 2023
could be a turning point for the industry, or is that
.just sheer optimism? Let's examine the facts

More Airlines Than Ever - But Not the Right Type
7and Size

There have never been more scheduled airlines
in Africa than there are now, some 264 airlines
from around the world operated to the continent at
some stage last year; that is the highest number for
many years. Equally positively, 120 of those airlines
(45%) are African-domiciled airlines, again, the
highest number over the last twelve years although
that is the lowest proportional share since 2010.
Alarmingly there were only eight low-cost domiciled
African airlines operating and that number has
never reached double digits in the history of
scheduled aviation in Africa, as the chart below
highlights. Only two airlines, Air Arabia Maroc and
Egypt, have been consistently operating through
.that time. Many others have been and gone

By means of contrast, there were twenty-five non-
domiciled low-cost carriers operating flights to
Africa with those airlines ranging from Ryanair
with over 2.4 million seats to the new Wizz Air Abu
Dhabi entry with some 33,000 seats and plans to
.grow further

Low-Cost Carriers Struggle to Survive

Analyzed by market segment, it is very clear that
both penetration and growth in share of the low-
cost airline segmentis very low, particularly in West,
Central, and Eastern Africa where more than nine
out of ten seats are operated by legacy airlines.
The global average for January 2023 is for 35%
of all capacity offered to be operated by low-cost
airlines, highlighting just how far behind the rest
of the world African aviation is in embracing what
is now a proven industry segment, that stimulates
new market demand, enhances connectivity, and
.ultimately drives economic growth

Any discussion around the low-cost market quickly
gravitates towards the difficulties of operating in
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Sustainable Flight Demonstrator Project

Source : NASA

The purpose of the Sustainable Flight
Demonstrator project is to engage with
industry, academia, and other government
organizations to identify, select, and mature
key airframe technologies — such as new
wing designs — that have a high probability of
transition to the next generation single-aisle
seat class airliner.

The centerpiece of the project is an
experimental airplane, a demonstrator aircraft
that will be produced under a partnership
between NASA and The Boeing Company.

The goal of the full-scale research aircraft
will be to prove the merits of its Transonic
Truss Braced Wing design in a scale that has
a high probability of being widely adopted
by future commercial single-aisle transport
aircraft. Other advanced technologies will
be introduced onto the demonstrator to help
achieve fuel consumption and emissions
reductions of up to 30%.

The aircraft is notionally planned to fly in
2028. Results of its flight tests will help inform
industry decisions as to the design of new

production single-aisle aircraft for the 2030s.

Moreover, flight tests of the vehicles and
supporting systems will significantly flesh
out the aviation industry’s knowledge of
responsible aviation with the most current
technologies  onboard.

This will facilitate validation of the nascent
technologies and bring the single-aisle fleet
closer toward the White House’s U.S. Aviation
Climate Action Plan’s goal of net-zero carbon
emissions by 2050.

The demonstrator aircraft is one aspect of
the multifaceted Sustainable Flight National
Partnership that NASA has embarked on with
industry.

The Sustainable Flight Demonstration
project is part of NASA's Integrated Aviation
Systems Program.



aircraft, we're aiming high to demonstrate the
kinds of energy-saving, emissions-reducing
technologies the aviation industry needs.”

NASA and Boeing sought the X-plane
designation shortly after the agency announced
the Sustainable Flight Demonstrator project
award earlier this year. The Air Force confers
X-plane status for development programs that
set out to create revolutionary experimental
aircraft configurations. The designation is for
research aircraft. With few exceptions, X-planes
are intended to test designs and technologies
that can be adopted into other aircraft designs,
not serve as prototypes for full production.

“We're incredibly proud of this designation,
because it means that the X-66A will be the
next in a long line of experimental aircraft
used to validate breakthrough designs that
have transformed aviation,” said Todd Citron,
Boeing chief technology officer. “With the
learnings gained from design, construction,
and flight-testing, we’ll have an opportunity to
shape the future of flight and contribute to the
decarbonization of aerospace.”

For the X-66A, the Air Force provided
the designation for an aircraft that validates
technologies for a Transonic Truss-Braced
Wing configuration that, when combined with
other advancements in propulsion systems,
materials, and systems architecture, could
result in up to 30% less fuel consumption
and reduced emissions when compared with
today’s best-in-class aircraft.
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Duetotheirheavy usage, single-aisle aircraft
today account for nearly half of worldwide
aviation emissions. Creating designs and
technologies for a more sustainable version
of this type of aircraft has the potential for
profound impact on emissions.

NASA's history with the X-plane designation
dates to the 1940s, when its predecessor
agency, the National Advisory Committee
for Aeronautics (NACA) jointly created an
experimental aircraft program with the Air
Force and the U.S. Navy. The X-66A is the latest
in a long line of NASA X-planes. Additionally,
NASA's Armstrong Flight Research Center in
Edwards, California, has provided technical
expertise and support for several additional
X-planes.

For the Sustainable Flight Demonstrator,
NASA has a Funded Space Act Agreement
with Boeing through which the agency will
invest $425 million over seven years, while
the company and its partners will contribute
the remainder of the funding, estimated at
about $725 million. NASA also will contribute
technical expertise and facilities.

The Sustainable Flight Demonstrator
project is an activity under NASA's Integrated
Aviation Systems Program and a key element
of the agency's Sustainable Flight National
Partnership, which focuses on developing new
sustainable aviation technologies.
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Next Generation Experimental Aircraft Becomes NASA’s Newest X-Plane
Source : NASA

The X-66A is the X-plane specifically aimed at helping the United States achieve the goal of net-zero greenhouse
gas emissions by 2050. To build the X-66A, Boeing will work with NASA to modify an MD-90 aircraft, shortening the
fuselage and replacing its wings and engines. The resulting demonstrator aircraft will have long, thin wings with
engines mounted underneath and a set of aerodynamic trusses for support. The design, which Boeing submitted

for NASA's Sustainable Flight Demonstrator project, is known as a Transonic Truss-Braced Wing.

NASA and Boeing said Monday the aircraft
produced through the agency’s Sustainable
Flight Demonstrator project has been
designated by the U.S. Air Force as the X-66A.

The new X-plane seeks to inform a potential
new generation of more sustainable single-aisle
aircraft — the workhorse of passenger airlines
around the world. Working with NASA, Boeing
will build, test, and fly a full-scale demonstrator
aircraft with extra-long, thin wings stabilized by
diagonal struts, known as a Transonic Truss-
Braced Wing concept.

“At NASA, our eyes are not just focused
on stars but also fixated on the sky. The
Sustainable Flight Demonstrator builds on
NASA's world-leading efforts in aeronautics
as well climate,” said NASA Administrator
Bill Nelson. “The X-66A will help shape the

future of aviation, a new era where aircraft are
greener, cleaner, and quieter, and create new
possibilities for the flying public and American
industry alike.”

The X-66A is the first X-plane specifically
focused on helping the United States achieve
the goal of net-zero aviation greenhouse gas
emissions, which was articulated in the White
House’s U.S. Aviation Climate Action Plan.

“To reach our goal of net zero aviation
emissions by 2050, we need transformative
aircraft concepts like the ones we're flying
on the X-66A,” said Bob Pearce, associate
administrator  for  NASA's  Aeronautics
Research Mission Directorate, who announced
the designation at the American Institute
of Aeronautics and Astronautics Aviation
Forum in San Diego. “With this experimental
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For a pivotal and essential role for the Arab group

Written by: Said ALSUWEIDI

There is no doubt that civil aviation plays a
tangible role in the development and progress
of nations, and that it has a substantial impact
on economic growth and income levels. This is
evident from the results and statistics released
by the International Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAQ), which indicate that the development
of the civil aviation sector in developed nations
was the primary factor in their progress.

In addition, the civil aviation sector has
played a crucial role in providing medical
support to many countries in the region during
the pandemic by facilitating the rapid transport
of vaccines and other medical and essential
products from one country to another. If
anything, this demonstrates the significance
and vitality of this industry, particularly in the
geographically diverse Arab region. Focusing
on air transportation accelerates the region's
development and progress.

This significance is not devoid of challenges
that Arab countries must collectively confrontand
addressin avariety of ways, through cooperation
among themselves, by strengthening the air

in ICAO

transport system within the region and to other
parts of the world. Implementation of new laws
or technical requirements related to carbon
emissions and other applications related to
safety, cybersecurity, and artificial intelligence
are anticipated to present difficulties. The ICAO's
emphasis on enhancing navigation and security
systems through global plans underscores the
significance of technical cooperation between
Arab nations. This cooperation serves the public
interest and enhances the standing of Arab
nations within the international civil aviation
system.

It is essential to emphasize the significance
of Arab consensus and a unified voice within the
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAQO)
through continuous cooperation between
countries with full Council membership and
countries with observer status. This is done to
protect the interests of Arab nations, to unify their
objectives, and to ensure that this cooperation
and unified voice comprise a significant entity
within the international organization. This group
should collaborate with other regional groups
that share similar economic conditions and levels
of development in civil aviation, with the Arab
group serving as the central and essential player
within the organization. Arab nations should
coordinate their efforts, focus their attention,
and expedite the ratification of the Chicago
Convention or its amendments pertaining to
the increase of seats in the Council and the Air
Navigation Commission. They should endeavor
to secure an additional seat for the Arab group,
given the scale of the Arab group's economy
and its prominent role in international civil
aviation. Inviting Arab and non-Arab countries
to recognize the importance and necessity of
ratifying the Chicago Convention amendments
regarding the adoption of the Arabic version
of the Convention, preferably prior to the forty-
second General Assembly, is also crucial.
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A joint meeting between the Environment Committee of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization and the Environmental Policy Team of the Arab Air Carriers
Organization

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization,
in coordination with the Arab Air Carriers'
Association, organized a joint meeting between
the organization's environment committee and
the union's environmental policy team, via
visual communication technology, on July 5,
2023.

This meeting was devoted to discussing and
studying the latest regulatory developments

for the environment and aviation, especially
the EU FIT FOR 55 PACKAGE, as well as the
third ICAO Conference on Sustainable Aviation
Fuels (CAAF/3).

About 47 experts and specialists
representing aviation authorities, airports,
airlines and stakeholders participated in this
workshop.
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A workshop in the field of environmental protection for civil aviation under the
title: "Paths and Strategies for the Production of Sustainable Aviation Fuel"

The Civil Aviation Regulatory Authority of the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, in cooperation
and coordination with the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization, organized a workshop in the field
of environmental protection for civil aviation
under the title: "Paths and Strategies for the
Production of Sustainable Aviation Fuel'. This
three-day workshop, from July 4 to 6, falls
within the framework of raising awareness of
environmental protection among stakeholders
and specialists in implementing environmental
protection policies and programs in the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, which
contributes to achieving sustainability goals
as well as achieving the ambitious long-term
goal of 2050.

This event, inaugurated by His Excellency
Captain Haitham Mesto, Chairman of the
Board of Commissioners of the Civil Aviation

Regulatory Authority, aimed to review the most
important projects and initiatives implemented
by the Kingdom in the field of environmental
protection. As well as standing on the
opportunities and capabilities available for
the adoption and production of sustainable
aviation fuel in the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan, as well as the challenges that the
Kingdom may face in this regard.

About 45 experts and specialists
representing the Civil Aviation Regulatory
Authority, airports, airlines, and ground
handling companies, academics and policy
makers participated in this workshop.
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The ACAO training centres network team meeting

The Arab Civil Aviation

Organization
(ACAO) conducted virtually the first meeting of
the training centres network team on June 22,
2023 from 08:00 to 09:00 UTC. This meeting
was attended by 15 participants from 7 Arab
countries.

The opening was held with a speech
presented by the Director-General of the
ACAQ, in which he mentioned the critical
importance of the training as one of the main
challenges for the development of the civil
aviation system.

The objective of the meeting was for
preparation of the upcoming Constituent
Assembly for the establishment of a network of
civil aviation training centres/units/academies
certified under the relevant authorities of
the Arab Countries. In the framework of

the ACAO Strategy, which put the training
and consultancy at the top of its strategic
objectives, ACAQ is paving the way for the
establishment of this aviation training centres
network considering the important role it might
play in the development of the Civil aviation
system within the Arabic region.

The meeting concluded to the latest version
of the Statute of this network to be presented
to the Constituent assembly. In addition, the
participants convened that the assembly will
take place on the First Quarter of 2024 in
the sideline of the Arab aviation day. These
conclusions will be presented to the next
ACAQ Executive Council.
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Meeting of Directors General of Civil Aviation of the European and North
Atlantic regions

ICAO Paris Office, 20 June 2023

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization participated
in the meeting of Directors General of Civil Aviation
of the European and North Atlantic regions, which
was held at the ICAO office in Paris on June 20,
2023 under the slogan “Unifying Efforts”. The
meeting was attended by ninety delegates from
40 countries and 9 international and regional
organizations and chaired by Ms. Tania Cardoso
Simoes Director General of Civil Aviation of the
Republic of Portugal, the first woman to chair this
meeting.

The agenda of this meeting included
updating the work guide for the meetings of the
general directors at the ICAO Paris office; ICAO
developments, in particular activites aimed at
achieving the Global Long-Term Aspirational Goals
(LTAG) for international aviation; Support to States
andorganizationsunder ICAO Assistance, Capacity
Building and Training for Sustainable Aviation Fuels
(ACT-SAF) Program; ICAQ's activities related to
crisis preparedness and management and support
for the effective operation of air transport through
Facilitation Committees, and its use of guidance
and assistance provided by the CAPSCA;

strengthening cooperation on issues related to
cybersecurity; updates on ICAO implementation
support activities specifically related to aviation
safety; ICAQ's activities to promote gender equality
in civil aviation, and the ratification of international
air law treaties and their amendments. The meeting
concluded with the adoption of outputs that form a
framewaork for the future activities of European and
North Atlantic countries.

After the conclusion of the meeting, the
participants were invited by the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation of the French Republic,
the next day, to visit the Paris Air Show. It was an
opportunity to get acquainted with the halls hosted
by the exhibition, and to meet with all the major
international bodies in the aviation industry, and
to establish partnerships, business deals, and
ensure exchange of experiences and innovations
from around the world.

It is noteworthy that the Paris Air Show, which
was held for the first time in 1909, is the largest
annual airport exhibition in the world, covering an
area of more than 125,000 square meters.
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of Arab plans related to food security,
including the financing mechanism proposed
by the Arab Organization for Agricultural
Development, as well as the importance of
intensifying the participation of joint Arab
action organizations in climate summits.

And the General Administration of the Arab
Civil Aviation Organization presented a
working paper that addresses the issue of the
role of technology and artificial intelligence in
the development of the civil aviation system,
given that the transport sector, in general, is
the backbone of the economy of any country,
and road networks of all kinds, whether land,
sea or air, are the lifebloods of this economy,
especially if This network was integrated
and developed. And also because the travel
sector is affected by a wide range of strong
trends that will lead its future, from emerging
technologies to social trends And economic,
so that it has become necessary for airlines
and airports to keep pace with this rapid
development, and to identify a set of areas
and factors through which they can keep pace
with the major trends of the future of the travel
sector with high efficiency and lower cost,
and these areas are represented in relying on
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computing technologies and technologies to
fill the shortage in manpower, Adopting the
concept of digital travel, the concept of a flat
organizational structure for visuals, multi-modal
travel, the development of the value chain,
and the basics of air transport in urban areas.

It is worth noting that the 35 joint Arab action
institutions and organizations are the technical
arms of the League of Arab States, and it is
relied upon to present initiatives and proposals
to find solutions to some issues of concern to
the Arab region. The meetings of the Higher
Coordination Committee for Joint Arab Action
aim to enhance cooperation, coordination and
exchange of experiences between the League
of Arab States and its institutions to increase
the effectiveness of its organizations and
federations, and to avoid duplication of work
with the aim of developing a strategic vision
for the development of joint Arab action in the
sectors that fall under the competence of each
institution.
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The Arab Civil Aviation Organization participates in the meetings of the 55th
session of the Higher Coordination Committee for Joint Arab Action

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization, with
a delegation headed by His Excellency Eng.
Abdennebi Manar, Director General of the
Organization, participated in the meetings of
the Higher Coordination Committee for Joint
Arab Action in its 55th session, which was held
from 13 to 15 June 2023, hosted by the Arab
States Broadcasting Union in the Republic
of Tunisia, headed by His Excellency the
Secretary-General, Mr. Ahmed Aboul Gheit, and
with the participation of the general directors
of the Arab organizations and the general
secretaries of the specialized Arab federations.

The agenda included discussing many
important items that fall within the framework
of supporting and strengthening the joint
Arab action system, including the Arab food
security file and the Arab strategy for food
security, and the item of follow-up to the
decisions of the previous session (54) of the
Higher Coordination Committee, which was
held last January in the UAE. The United
Arab Emirates, the item related to the role of
technology, digital transformation and artificial

intelligence was also discussed, in addition
to discussing the initiatives submitted by
some joint Arab action organizations and
institutions that are proposed to be submitted
to the Arab Economic and Social Development
Summit to be held in the Islamic Republic of
Mauritania - November 2023 session, and
the item of attracting investments in countries
Arabic and the proposal to establish an Arab
fund for research, innovation and leadership.

In a speech by the way, Aboul Gheit referred to
the outcomes of the two recent Arab summits
in Algeria and Saudi Arabia, where the Arab
leaders assigned the General Secretariat of the
Arab League and joint Arab action institutions
to implement a number of strategies related
to digitization, artificial intelligence and food
security. He also warned that Arab food security
does notHeisstill suffering fromthe effects of the
accumulated and continuous crises, including
the war in Ukraine and climate change.

His Excellency alsofocusedin hisspeechonthe
Arab digital agenda, and the implementation
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Regional workshop on "testing and certification of aviation security
equipment”

The CASE Il workshop on “testing and
certification of aviation security equipment” took
place in Abu Dhabi on 12 and 13 June 2023.
The workshop was jointly organised by the
European Civil Aviation Conference (ECAC), as the
implementing organisation of the European Union-
funded CASE Il Project, and the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization (ACAQ). It was hosted by the General
Civil Aviation Authority of the United Arab Emirates
(UAE).

The event was opened by the Director General
of the General Civil Aviation Authority of the
United Arab Emirates, the Ambassador of the
European Union to the UAE, the Director General
of ACAO and the Executive Secretary of ECAC. All
acknowledged the importance of this initiative and
highlighted the good partnership and excellent
coordination between the different stakeholders in
strengthening civil aviation.

More than 60 participants from 16 ACAO
Member States, organisations and industry
stakeholders participated, exchanging information
and best practices during the workshop, where
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presentations were given by ten international
experts.

The main objective of this workshop was to
share experience on the testing and certification of
aviation security equipment as well as to exchange
views and good practices on:

e designing technical specifications,
including performance standards, for
security equipment;

* |aboratory testing for the purpose of
approval and certification of equipment;

e operational testing and on-site acceptance
of aviation security equipment; and

e maintenance and procurement procedures.

It also included a discussion about challenges
faced in the selection and deployment of
security equipment and a session on the latest
developments regarding screening technologies.
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Organizing a training course on "Air Law"

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization, in the
Arab Republic of Egypt, organized a training
course in cooperation with the Egyptian Civil
Aviation Authority and with the generous
hospitality of His Excellency the Minister of
Civil Aviation, on "Air Law" during the period
from 11 to 15 June.

Mr. Navigator Hisham Abdel Basset, Head
of the Central Air Transport Administration of
the Egyptian Civil Aviation Authority, extended
his thanks and appreciation to the General
Administration of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization for providing the opportunity to
organize this course, which was supervised
by Mr. Khaled Mohamed Antar, Air Transport
Expert at the Arab Civil Aviation Organization.
Dr. Essam Abdel-Maaboud, Professor of

International Law at Cairo University, gave
lectures.

The course discussed several important
topics represented in providing the participants
with the concept of public law, international law,
laws and rules governing air transport, whether
at the international level in accordance with
the provisions of the International Civil Aviation
Organization or at the local level in accordance
with the internal legislation of countries.

17 participants representing the Kingdom
of Morocco and the Arab Republic of Egypt
benefited from the course.
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member states in general and the headquarters
country, the Kingdom of Morocco, in particular,
for the continuous support. He also thanked
the members of the Executive Council, the
Director General, members of the technical
committees and employees of the organization
for their kind efforts and dedication towards
building and developing a better regulatory
environment for Arab civil aviation.

And within the report presented by His
Excellency Eng. Abdennebi Manar, Director
General of the Organization to the attention of
Their Excellences and Excellences, members
of the Executive Council, which he started
by welcoming the participating delegations,
praising the effective role played by the
Member States of the Organization to promote
Arab civil aviation and the continuous support
they provide to the House of Arab Aviation.

The meeting also dealt with following
up on the recommendations of the 66th
meeting of the Executive Council, studying
and taking decisions on immediate issues,
which are mainly the latest developments
with regard to the Arab bloc support team in
the International Civil Aviation Organization,
the achievements and projects of the Arab
Civil Aviation Organization with international
and regional civil aviation organizations, and
facilitating access International civil aviation
services for passengers with limited mobility
and people with disabilities, rehabilitation for
the demographic shift in the ages of travellers,
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and other organizational and financial issues.

It is worth noting that the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization seeks to achieve the goals for
which it was established, as a specialized
Arab organization with the League of Arab
States, which aims to strengthen cooperation
and coordination between Arab countries in
the field of civil aviation and its development,
while laying the foundations to ensure that it is
of a unified nature, responding to the needs of
The Arab nation in safe, sound and regular air
transport.

Proceeding also from the commitment
of the member states to the principles and
objectives enshrined in the agreement
establishing the organization and its strategic
plan, in particular the relevant roles aimed
at promoting and strengthening the bonds
of unity and solidarity among the member
states, while defending their general interests
and coordinating between them and with
international organizations and regional blocs,
and also guided by the values of Unity and
brotherhood that our true religion urges, and
which stresses the necessity of strengthening
and consolidating the bonds of unity and
solidarity among Member States to secure their
common interests on the international arena.
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The 67th session of the Executive Council of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization

On June 7 and 8, the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization held its Executive Council
meeting in its 67th session, in the city of Rabat
- Kingdom of Morocco, in the presence of
delegations of all member states forming the
Council, in addition to a representative of the
League of Arab States.

The meeting began with the opening
speech of His Excellency Captain Haitham
Mesto, Chairman of the Executive Council of
the Organization, in which he stressed that the
balanced participation of delegations in this
session is the best evidence of the importance
of the issues raised, and the greatest proof of
the special care shown by Member States of the
joint Arab action and its well-known contribution
to the advancement of the aviation sector. The
civil society is in dire need of coordination
and cooperation, in order to truly contribute to
the economic and social development of our
region, and to play the role assigned to it as a
basic and enabling engine for many sectors,

including commercial, cultural and social.

He added that this falls within the efforts
that we are making within the framework of
our Arab and international commitments and
what our Arab conscience dictates to us of the
duty to support and activate joint Arab action
under the Arab Civil Aviation Organization,
this organization that strives to consolidate
cooperation and coordination between Arab
countries, unify visions and crystallize the
positions of its members for peace. Arab
inclusion and enhancing its capabilities.

Mesto stressed, "Hope is pinned on
your determination, your opinions, and your
farsightedness, thoughtfulness and objectivity,
to determine the most appropriate path and the
safest path, to achieve what we seek from the
reasons for the advancement and prosperity of
Arab civil aviation”.

Atthe end of his speech, the Chairman of the
Executive Council extended his thanks to the
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schemes, and human resource capacity
building. His Excellency also renewed the
commitment to work on the reduction of
carbon dioxide emissions and its effects on the
climate within the framework of cooperation
and partnership, and the involvement of the
Arab Group in the digitization of air transport
services and airports, in an effort to face the
challenges that the air transport industry knows
to keep pace with its future growth.

During this event, eight sessions were held
to discuss the following topics:

- Best practices to close the allocated
funding gap, coordination and cooperation
between governments, the private sector and
stakeholders, to implement programs and
projects aiming at enhancing the capabilities
of global civil aviation in terms of infrastructure,
equipment and the provision of human
resources.

- Exploring industry challenges to scale
up production of SAF, financing, and adoption
of sustainable aviation fuels (SAFs) in order to
achieve the required paradigm shift in carbon
dioxide reduction for international aviation.

- Training policies and plans, creating
a global inventory of HR planning skills and
engaging strategies to include NGAP as key
drivers in innovation for value creation and
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sustainability of global air transport systems.

- Ways to raise the challenges facing
stakeholders to enhance the efficiency, safety
and security of civil aviation on implementation
support and resilience.

- Perspectives of countries and industry
on the prospects for advanced air mobility -
and ways to raise the challenges of the aviation
system. The role of ICAO in supporting these
developments and global coordination in this
context.

- Explore the main challenges of
cybersecurity and best practices involved and
implement projects to solve them.

- Opportunities and challenges of
digitization in aviation training and exploring
ways for training institutions to adapt to it,
including the use of virtual reality (VR) and
augmented reality (AR) technologies, and
the use of artificial intelligence (Al) that is
adaptable to individual needs and learning
styles.

- Building a bridge between Academia
and industry to identify opportunities for
collaboration, discuss challenges and share
best practices for innovative training program.
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The International Civil Aviation Organization Symposium on Supporting
Global Implementation in Civil Aviation

At the kind invitation of His Excellency the
Minister of Land, Infrastructure and Transport of
the Republic of South Korea, a delegation from
the Arab Civil Aviation Organization, headed
by His Excellency Mr. Ali Hamieh, Minister of
Transport and Public Works of the Republic
of Lebanon and President of the General
Assembly of the Organization, participated in
the activities of the International Symposium
on Supporting Global Implementation in the
Civil Aviation Field, which was organized in
Seoul during the days of May 30 and 31 and
June 1, 2023.

This event included three activities:
international cooperation in civil aviation, the
World Aviation Forum and the Global Training
Forum to ascertain the latest developments
on basic initiatives, digital tools, and means
supporting innovative and  sustainable
solutions, within the framework of the efforts of
the International Civil Aviation Organization to
achievethe United Nations goals for sustainable
development included its 2023 agenda and
the no country left behind initiative.

This event witnessed the participation of
ministers supervising the air transport sector,
heads of civil aviation authorities, more

than 1,100 representatives of 94 countries,
international and regional organizations,
the industry sector including air transport
companies, air transport and air navigation
services providers, financing institutions and
human resources management, as well as
training institutions.

In his speech during the round table held
at the level of ministers to discuss policies
and strategies to respond to the requirements
of the civil aviation sector, as well as means
of financing, His Excellency Mr. Ali Hamieh,
Minister of Transport and Public Works of
the Republic of Lebanon and the current
President of the General Assembly of the
Arab Civil Aviation Organization, praised the
distinguished role played by the Civil Aviation
Organization. He also commended the initiative
of His Excellency the Minister of Infrastructure
and Transport of the Republic of Korea to host
the third edition of the global implementation
of civil aviation requirements event, as it
constituted a platform for exchanging best
practices and drawing lessons from previous
experiences, as well as an opportunity to
confirm commitment to continuing efforts to
improve the security and safety of civil aviation
by developing infrastructure and air navigation
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ACAO/CAAS “Customised Air Operator Certification and Surveillance for
Flight Operations Inspectors course “

In the framework of the cooperation between
the Civil Aviation Authority of Singapore (CAAS)
and the Arab Civil Aviation Organization (ACAQ)
based on the MOU signed in 2021, to renew their
commitment for providing aviation training for the
civil aviation sector in the Arab region, a training
course on “Customised Air Operator Certification
and Surveillance for Flight Operations Inspectors”
has been conducted as an implementation of the
on-site training part of the MOU.

The event, jointly organized by the ACAO and
CAAS, was successfully held from 29th May to 2nd
June 2023. The Jordan Civil Aviation Regulatory
Commission (J-CARC) played a pivotal role in
hosting this significant training program.

The training course spanned five days,
incorporating a comprehensive range of interactive
sessions, case studies, and practical exercises.
Participants had the opportunity to delve into
various topics, including learn the best practices
in safety Oversight, review and approval or
acceptance of Operations Manual or plan a risk-
based surveillance program.

Bringing together aviation professionals,
experts, and regulators from across the region, the
training course aimed to enhance the skills and

knowledge of flight operations inspectors involved
in air operator certification and surveillance
processes. By fostering collaboration and sharing
best practices, the course aimed to strengthen the
overall safety and efficiency of flight operations
within the Arab region.

The collaboration between ACAO, Singapore
CAA, and CARC highlighted the commitment of
aviation authorities to promating safety, efficiency,
and harmonization in flight operations. The event
successfully fostered networking and collaboration
among participants, creating a robust platform
for future information sharing and cooperation.
The impact of this regional training program
is expected to be felt throughout the aviation
community, positively influencing flight operations
and ensuring a safer sky for all.

CAAS has always been considered as a
valuable partner of ACAOQO, especially for its
significant contribution to capacity building in the
civil aviation sector,”.

A special thank for the Jordanian Civil Aviation
Regulatory Commission (J CARC) as host of the
event, for their generous hospitality and the way
they have facilitated this training.
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A field visit to learn about the experience of UAE airports in managing airports

and associated services

Within the framework of the partnership and
cooperation agreement signed between the
Arab Civil Aviation Organization and the National
Airports Office in the Kingdom of Morocco, which
aims to support the qualification of the office's staff.

On the initiative of the administration of the
Arab Civil Aviation Organization and in cooperation
with the Civil Aviation Authority of the United
Arab Emirates, an administrative delegation from
the National Office of Moroccan Airports and a
representative of the organization made a field
visit during the period 29-31 May 2023, in order
to review the experience of UAE airports in airport
management and associated services. *

During this visit, the team was briefed on the
progress of work in the new Abu Dhabi airport
building, which sets a new standard for all airports
in the world, as it willaccommodate up to 45 million
annual passengers once it opens. It is also one of
the largest infrastructure projects in the UAE and
the region, as well as the largest airport building.
Under one roof in the world, and is available
on the latest smart technologies in all traveller
transactions through interconnected systems
between all partners, including passports, customs
and airlines.

After that, the delegation visited the current Abu
Dhabi Airport, during which they met with airport
officials and took a field tour of the airport, which

included the check-in area, and the departure and
arrival building.

The delegation also visited Dubai International
Airport, during which they were briefed on the
various departments and activities carried out
by the airport, as well as future projects aimed at
enhancing the new capacity of the airport, while
making a field visit to Terminal 3 and examining its
most important features of modern and innovative
equipment.

The visit alsoincluded a visit to the Sheikh Zayed
Air Navigation Center of the General Authority of
Civil Aviation, which is the most modern center
for air navigation services in the world. The center
since the selection of the site and construction
processes and the importance of the center in
terms of communication with the navigation center
in the cooperation countries and the Middle East,
and the reduction of flight time.

At the end of the visit, the delegation of the
National Office of Moroccan Airports thanked
both the Arab Civil Aviation Organization and the
General Authority of Civil Aviation in the United
Arab Emirates for providing the opportunity to
carry out this visit, which had a great impact to find
out the latest developments within the framework
of the airports operational plan, with an exchange
of better practices in this field.
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the diminishing food stocks at the global level,
in addition to high prices and limited resources.
In addition, since the Arab region faces a major
challenge of continued population growth, the
situation will become even more difficult if it is
not dealt with quickly enough.

Council members’ discussions of the
economic and social files included in its
agenda also led to the adoption of draft
decisions on completing the requirements
of the Greater Arab Free Trade Area and
establishing the customs union, activating
transport agreements, including the Damascus
Agreement to liberalize air transport between
Arab countries, adopting the Arab strategy
for tourism, and for communications and
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information ( The Arab Digital Agenda 2023-
2033), the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia’s program
for astronauts and Arab cooperation in this
field, the second Arab decade for people with
special needs.

This is in addition to decisions on hosting
conferences and forums of an economic and
social nature in the Arab countries. These
projects have been endorsed by the summit of
the League Council at the level of the summit
in its thirty-second session.
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The 32nd Arab League summit meeting

Engineer Abdennebi Manar, Director
General of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization,
participated in the 32nd Arab League summit
meeting, which was held in Jeddah - Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia on Friday, May 19, 2023, where
several major issues were discussed, including
economic files that fall within the framework of
the plans. Development of the Arab League.

The Economic and Social Council
convened at the ministerial level, in the
framework of preparation for the Arab League
Council at the summit level, which examined
a number of issues, including the report of
the Secretary-General of the League on joint
Arab economic and social development work,
and the progress made in completing the
requirements of the Greater Arab Free Trade
Area and the establishment of the customs
union. And the Arab Strategy for Tourism, and
the Arab Strategy for Communications and
Information (Arab Digital Agenda 2023-2033).

The meeting also discussed waysto activate
the transport agreements concluded within
the framework of the Arab system, which are

numerous and interrelated, as transport is an
essential pillar of Arab economic integration,
and has constituted an obstacle to the increase
and prosperity of intra-Arab trade. Given the
delay recorded in joining and activating these
agreements, the General Secretariat decided
the importance of raising the issue to the
Economic and Social Council to advance it.

In his opening speech for the work of
this Council, His Excellency the Secretary-
General of the League of Arab States stressed
the importance of intensifying efforts to find
sustainable solutions, and called on the
Economic and Social Counciltointensify work to
develop action plans that can be implemented
and have a clear time horizon, to achieve the
aspirations of Arab societies, and he also
called for strengthening Arab action Economic
and social, in order to alleviate the suffering of
vulnerable groups in Arab societies, and those
facing accumulated hardships.

Abou Gheit also stressed that the issue
of "Arab food security" is one of the most
important and urgent Arab priorities, in view of
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ACAO participating to the ICAO RASG/10 MIDANPIRG/20 Meetings

The 10th meeting of the Regional Aviation
Safety Group (RASG/10) and the 20th meeting of
the Planification & Implementation Regional Group
(MIDANPIRG/20) took place from 14th to 17th May
2023 in Muscat, Oman. These meetings provided
a platform for aviation experts, regulators, and
industry professionals to collaborate, share best
practices, and address key challenges in ensuring
aviation safety in the Middle East region. With
safety as the top priority, the discussions focused
on enhancing safety measures, addressing
emerging risks, and promoting harmonization
among member states. The both meetings
RASG/10 & MIDANPIRG/20 have been conducted
simultaneously, plenary sessions and dedicated
meetings.

Duringthe plenarysession,anoverviewhasbeen
provided on several subjects as the Outcomes of
the ICAO 41st Assembly, the Global Aviation Safety
and Air Navigation developments, the Outcomes of
CAPSCA/10 Meeting, MIDANPIRG Enhancement
Program (MEP), the Regional Projects (MENA-
RSO0 & MENA ARCM), the Cyber Security in Air
Navigation Services, the Air Navigation Subjects of
interest to RASG-MID including RVSM operations
and Monitoring and the GNSS Interference.

RASG/10 commenced with an overview of
the progress made in implementing the Regional
Aviation Safety Plan (RASP) and the development
of its 2nd edition aligned to the GASP 23-25.
Participants acknowledged the efforts made by
member states to enhance safety standards and
promote a culture of continuous improvement. Key
initiatives discussed were developed to face the

operational safety risks, organizational issues and
emerging risks. It included also, the development
of a risk-based approach to safety oversight,
implementation of safety management systems,
and the use of data-driven strategies for safety
enhancement.

Recognizing the evolving challenges faced by
the aviation industry, MIDANPIRG/20 focused on
identifying MID Region Air Navigation Priorities
and Targets, the harmonization of the National Air
Navigation Plans across the region, using the ASBU
mechanism, as well as supporting the training and
Competency-Based Training and Assessment
(CBTA), increasing the level of PBN implementation,
the sustainability of the flight procedure program,
the dissemination of the A-CDM across the airports
in the region.

The 10th meeting of RASG and the 20th
meeting of MIDANPIRG provided a valuable
platform for the aviation community in the Middle
East region to come together and address critical
safety issues. The discussions underscored the
commitment of member states to continuous
improvement, collaboration, and harmonization.
By sharing best practices, identifying emerging
risks, and promoting a regional approach to safety,
these meetings have laid a strong foundation
for enhancing aviation safety in the Middle East.
The outcomes of RASG/10 and MIDANPIRG/20
will contribute significantly to the region's efforts
in aligning with global aviation standards and
ensuring the well-being of passengers and the
sustainable growth of the aviation industry.
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Election of Mr. Hamad Salem Al Muhairi as Chairman of the Aviation Security Experts
Group at the International Civil Aviation Organization

The International Civil Aviation Organization
"ICAQ",during its meeting that brought together
representatives of the Organization's General
Secretariat and rapporteurs of the Aviation
Security Committee on May 10, 2023, elected
the candidate of the United Arab Emirates
represented by the General Authority of Civil
Aviation, Mr. Hamad Salem Al Muhairi, Assistant
Director General of the Aviation Security Affairs
Sector at the Authority, to be Chairman of the
ICAO Aviation Security Experts Committee.

This Committee, which consists of 33 of
the 193 members of ICAQ, is considered the
technical arm of ICAQO on issues related to civil
aviation security.

The election of Mr. Hamad Salem Al Muhairi,
who is known for his high competence and
professionalism, is a tribute to the members of
the committee for his efforts and support for
the advancement of civil aviation security and
the development of related policies.

On this occasion, the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization would like to extend its warmest
congratulations to Mr. Hamad Salem Al Muhairi,
wishing him success in this mission.
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workshop on “Security and Facilitation — Border Security”

Y
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The workshop on “Security and Facilitation —
Border Security” took place in Lomé on 10 and 11
May 2023, jointly organised by the European Civil
Aviation Conference (ECAC), as the implementing
body of the European Union-funded CASE |l
Project, the African Civil Aviation Commission
(AFCAC) and the Arab Civil Aviation Organization
(ACAQ).

The workshop was opened by the Director
General of the Civil Aviation Authority of Togo, the
Ambassador of the European Union to Togo, the
representatives of ACAO, AFCAC and ECAC as
the co-organisers, and the Togolese Minister for
Road, Air, and Rail Transport,

All acknowledged the importance of this
initiative and highlighted the good partnership
and excellent coordination between the different
stakeholders in strengthening civil aviation.

More than 60 participants from 40 African and
Middle Eastern States, international organisations,
and industry stakeholders exchanged information
and best practices on aviation security and
facilitation during the workshop, which was
animated by 15 experts drawn from Partner
States, ECAC Member States, the industry and
international  organisations.

The main objectives of this workshop were to
promote a common understanding of the roles and
responsibilities of different stakeholders involved

in passenger data exchange and border security,
such as airlines, airports, immigration authorities,
and law enforcement agencies; to facilitate the
exchange of information and experiences among
participants, and to promote networking and
knowledge-sharing in the field of aviation security
and facilitation.

Among the topics discussed were:
e Emerging Security Threats and Challenges
e Passenger Data Systems

e The Database of Stolen and Lost Travel
Documents

e Border Control Tools and Systems
e (Capacity building and training programmes
e Regional and International Cooperation

At the closing ceremony, Col. Dokissime
Gnama Latta, Director General of Togo Civil
Aviation Authority gave his remarks and thanked
all the organising parties for their work in bringing
together aviation security and border control
experts and professionals from throughout Africa
and the Middle East, recognising the role played
by the European Union in funding the workshop
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Training course on "judicial law enforcement" in Cairo

His Excellency Captain Amr ElI Sharkawy,
Chairman of the Egyptian Civil Aviation
Authority, inaugurated the “judicial law
enforcement” course, which is organized by
the Arab Civil Aviation Organization, with the
generous hosting of His Excellency Lieutenant
General Mohamed Abbas, Minister of Civil
Aviation in the Arab Republic of Egypt, from
7 to 11 May 2023, with the participation of
representatives of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, the State of Libya, the Arab Republic
of Egypt and the Kingdom of Morocco.

The course is supervised by Mr. Khaled
Mohamed Antar, the air transport expert at the
Arab Civil Aviation Organization, and lectures
are given by Dr. Fathi Ghoneimi, Professor of
Public International Law at Cairo University.

It is worth noting that this session comes
within the framework of coordination between
the Arab Civil Aviation Organization and the
Civil Aviation Authority in the Arab Republic of
Egypt, as the Authority is hosting this year 5
courses organized by the organization in the
field of air transport.
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The twenty-fourth meeting of the Environment Committee in the field
of civil aviation

The Arab Civil Aviation

Organization
organized the twenty-fourth meeting of the
Environment Committee in Rabat during
the period from three to 5 May 2023. This
meeting witnessed the participation of 21
experts representing nine member states of
the organization. In addition to the Arab Air

Carriers  Association.

In his opening speech, HE the Director-
General of the organization called for the
necessity of continuing efforts, enhancing
cooperation and exchanging experiences
in a way that enhances Arab integration and
achieves benefit from the experiences of
countries among them in light of the challenges
and developments related to the environment.
As well as concerted efforts among member
states to defend the interests of Arab countries
during the international forums, that will be
organized during the year 2023.

During this session of the committee, the
participants discussed developments and
issues of common interest among the Arab
countries related to environmental protection in
the field of civil aviation, the outputs of the work
teams and the priorities of the committee for
the period 2023, as well as following up on the
implementation of the support and technical
assistance program. The committee also
adopted some recommendations to enhance
environmental protection in the Arab region,
including capacity-building activities for the
benefit of member states.
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Third Meeting of Middle East North Africa Aircraft Accident and incident
Investigation Regional Cooperation Mechanism (MENA ARCM/3) back-to-
back with the Future of Aviation Safety and Aircraft Accident Investigation

Symposium

in the framework of their cooperation
within capacity building project, ACAO and
ICAO organised jointly the Third Meeting of
Middle East North Africa Aircraft Accident and
incident Investigation Regional Cooperation
Mechanism (MENA ARCM/3), generously
hosted by the General Civil Aviation Authority
GCAA of UAE, in Dubai, UAE, 2 May 2023.
Back-to-back with this This meeting, was
organised the Future of Aviation Safety and
Aircraft Accident Investigation Symposium the
3-4 May 2023.

The main objective of the meeting was to
discuss thought-provoking insights into safety
and accident investigation and exchange
ideas and solutions.

The meeting provided a report Progress
on Areas of Cooperation, an Update on the
Collected Data regarding the accident/incident
investigation, the MENA ARCM Technical
Assistance Process and an overview on the
Upcoming Events/Activities.

About 30 participants attended the
meeting and over 200 participants attended
the Symposium, provided by speakers from
Organisations (ICAO, IATA, ... efc) States
(UAE, KSA, Morocco, US, ...) and industry
(Boeing, Airbus, Airlines, ... etc).




The summer season of 2023
is upon us, and we look forward
to air transport activity reaching
pre-pandemic  levels, after
recording a significant increase
in 2022. Statistics issued by
the competent authorities from
civil aviation authorities and
organizations as well as from
stakeholders indicate that by
the end of 2022, Passenger-
kilometre revenues globally
exceeded 68.5% compared
to 2019 levels, after declining
to about 41.7% from 2019,
and demand reached 72%
of the offered seat-kilometre,
equivalent to 78% as a load
factor, and the international air
connectivity index rose to 85%
2019 level, while international air
transport of goods remained at
the same level as it was before
the pandemic, as it decreased by
less than 2%. This movement of
passengers and goods required
the operation of about 90% of
the aircraft fleet.

According to the Arab Air
Carriers  Organization  The
Arab region, , also witnessed
an increase in the number of
passengers, exceeding 89% of

Editorial

2019 levels. About 84% of the
fleet of Arab carriers operated
during the year 2022.

The air traffic recorded
during the first quarter of this
year witnessed a significant
increase compared to 2022 in
terms of passenger revenue
per kilometre. Expectations
confirm that these indicators will
continue to rise, bringing the year
2023 closer to those recorded in
2019, to be exceeded in 2024.
We hope that commercial air
traffic will return to what it was
before the pandemic before the
end of the current year, and that
demand will exceed the offers
of air carriers, thanks to the
arrangements worked out by
the civil aviation authorities and
stakeholders.

As much as we are optimistic
about this recovery, as much as
we realize the need to accelerate
the lifting of the challenges
recognized by the international
community in order to avoid
the setback that the world has
experienced, especially air
transport activity during the
pandemic.

Among the most prominent
of these challenges is the use of
technology, digital transformation
and artificial intelligence, which
has entered all sectors, whether
economic, social or even service,
and has become covering a wide
range of aspects of economies,
which gave it the description of
the digital economy, so that it
has become the evolving face
of the traditional economy and
not just one of its sectors. It
contributes to the development of
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various sectors of the economy,
and contributes to improving
the quality of people life. The
transportation sector in general
is the backbone of the economy
in any country, and road
networks of all kinds, whether
land, sea or air, are the lifelines
of this economy, especially if
this network is integrated and
developed. Air transport during
the pandemic is the biggest
proof of this.

In addition, the air transport
industry willinevitably be affected
by the reliance on artificial
intelligence, which will be present
in all aspects of human life, after
it simulates human capabilities
and deals with emerging events
that computer software did not
address.

According to studies
conducted by the McKinsey
Institute, the artificial intelligence
revolution is expected to
generate more than $15 trillion in
the global economy, which is an
opportunity for the civil aviation
sector to have a share of this
wealth.

The second quarter of this
year witnessed regional and
international events, punctuated
by important discussions about
digital transformation and
artificial intelligence at the level of
specialized organizations in the
League of Arab States and also
at the level of the International
Civil Aviation Organization, which
stressed the need to benefit from
this technology and the need to
regulate it, in order to avoid its
risks and to complement human
efforts and not replace them.
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Creation

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization is a specialized organization
affiliated to the League of Arab States that aims to strengthen
cooperation and coordination between Arab countries in the field of
civil aviation and its development. It was established on February 7,
1996 when its agreement to establish it came into force, and its first
general assembly was held on June 4-5, 1996.
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Supporting the Arab civil aviation sector

towards leadership, coordinating
between member states, defending
their interests, developing their

An effective entity with a supportive
approach to the march of the Arab civil
aviation sector towards leadership
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Commitment: achieving the desired goals and results.
Impartiality and objectivity: impartiality and concern
for fairness and preservation of the common interest.
Efficiency: the optimal use of the most appropriate
resources in achieving the objectives of the
organization.

Credibility: the obligation to provide accurate
information in a timely manner and to clarify its
sources transparently.

Affiliation: Institutional and regional loyalty to the
organization.

capabilities, providing advisory and
training services, supporting them in
regional and international forums, and
publicizing and being proud of their
achievements.
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The purposes and objectives of the Organization are to
provide the civil aviation authorities of the Member
States with a framework for joint action to:

Develop a general planning for civil aviation among the
Arab countries in order to develop and ensure its safety.
Promote cooperation and coordination between Member
States in the field of civil aviation and lay the foundations
for this to be of a unified nature.

Work on the development and development of Arab civil
aviation in a way that responds to the needs of the Arab
nation in safe, sound and regular air transport.
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The doors of the "Arab Aviation" Journal and its
website are always open to every participant and reader
who wants to benefit from this scientific space, and
we would be happier to provide your suggestions and
observations, because we will rise and develop with you.
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