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Publication of the 49th issue of the "Arab 

Aviation" magazine 

 

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization issued the 49th issue of "Arab 

Aviation" magazine in both Arabic and English languages, rich  and varied 

in its contents. 

 The editorial of His Excellency Engineer Abdennebi Manar, Director 

General of the Organization, touched on the last quarter of last year, which 

witnessed very positive developments for the civil aviation sector, in terms 

of the recovery of passenger traffic and the response of civil aviation 

authorities and the air transport industry to the decisions issued by the 

forty-first General Assembly of the International Civil Aviation Organization, 

at the beginning of October 2022, in addition to important regional events 

aimed at consolidating the gains made by countries in this sector. 

 He pointed out that during the last summer, air traffic for passengers in the 

Arab region exceeded 86% compared to the same period in 2019. And if it 

witnessed a decline during the last quarter of the year 2022 due to slow 
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economic growth and high oil prices, the data issued by the International 

Civil Aviation Organization It indicates that the expectations of passenger 

and air freight traffic exceed what was achieved before the pandemic. 

 Mr. Attia bin Saeed Al-Zahrani wrote an article entitled: "The Economics of 

Air Transport, Future Prospects", in which he touched on the direct 

economic effects, such as the aircraft industry, employment at airports, 

ground handling services, aircraft maintenance, air freight, and through the 

customer protection service and the productive efficiency of air services 

and other businesses. within the scope of this field. And the indirect 

economic effects, which include the establishment of airports, shops that 

provide food and drinks, the free market, and other indirect effects. 

 The new issue also included the activities organized by the organization 

during the last quarter of the past year 2022 and a number of other reports 

and articles. 
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A workshop with the Civil Aviation Security in 

Africa, Asia and the Middle East Project (CASE 

PROJECT) on best practices for risk 

assessment 

 

 The Arab Civil Aviation Organization and the European Civil Aviation 

Security Project in Africa, Asia and the Middle East Project (CASE PROJECT 

II) organized a workshop on "Best Practices for Risk Assessment", from the 

16th of January 2023 to the 18th. 

 Staff from the Civil Aviation Authority of the Republic of Iraq, the Civil 

Aviation Authority of the State of Libya and the General Authority of Civil 

Aviation and Meteorology of the Republic of Yemen benefited from this 

workshop, which aimed to provide the participants with knowledge and 

skills related to assessing security vulnerabilities and risks. 
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 This course falls within the framework of the cooperation and 

partnership program between the Arab Civil Aviation Organization 

and the Civil Aviation Security Project in Africa, Asia and the Middle 

East (CASE PROJECT), and their commitment to enhancing civil 

aviation security, raising awareness and spreading the culture of civil 

aviation security and building the capabilities of workers within the 

aviation sector according to best practices. 
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The Arab Civil Aviation Organization 

participates in the meetings of the 54th session 

of the Higher Coordination Committee for Joint 

Arab Action 

 

A delegation headed by His Excellency Eng. Abdennebi Manar, Director 

General of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization, participated in the 54th 

session of the meetings of the Higher Coordination Committee for Joint 

Arab Action, held from 24 to 26 January 2023, and hosted by the Arab Union 

for Digital Economy in the United Arab Emirates. The meeting was headed 

by His Excellency Secretary General, Mr. Ahmed Aboul Gheit, under the 

auspices and honor of Lieutenant General His Highness Saif bin Zayed Al 

Nahyan, First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior of the United 

Arab Emirates, with the participation of directors general of Arab 

organizations and secretaries general of specialized Arab unions. 

 The agenda of the meeting included discussion of many important items 

that fall within the framework of supporting and strengthening the joint 

Arab action system, including the Arab food security issue in light of climate 
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changes and the most important plans of Arab organizations related 

to  Arab food security issue and their proposals to deal with it, the most 

important item of the outcomes of the 31st session of the Council of The 

League of Arab States at the summit level, which was held in the Republic 

of Algeria - November 2022 session, the most important outcomes of the 

works of the Cop27 climate summit, which was held in Sharm El Sheikh - 

November 2022 session, the item related to the Arab strategy for 

cybersecurity and the role of specialized Arab organizations related to the 

preparation of the Arab strategy for cybersecurity. The meeting also 

discussed the initiatives presented by some joint Arab action organizations 

and institutions, which are proposed to be presented to the Arab Economic 

and Social Development Summit, to be held in the Islamic Republic of 

Mauritania - November 2023 session. The session reviewed the results of 

the second international media conference, which was organized by the 

Arab States Broadcasting Union in the Republic of Tunisia on January 13 

and 14, 2023, and the proposed submission of its results to the next Arab 

summit. 

 On the sidelines of the meeting, a memorandum of understanding for the 

Arab food market was signed between several joint Arab labor 

organizations and institutions. 

In his speech, Aboul Gheit stressed the importance of the forum as a 

platform for exchanging ideas and successful experiences of  Arab unions, 

expressing his thanks and appreciation to His Highness Sheikh Mohammed 

bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the State, "may God grant him 

protection," for his kind support and assistance in the efforts of joint Arab 

action initiatives. 

 He also thanked His Highness Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy 

Prime Minister and Minister of the Interior, for his support for joint Arab 
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action and sponsorship of the Arab Vision for Digital Economy’s initiative 

through the Arab Union for Digital Economy, praising the initiatives 

launched by the Arab Union for Digital Economy and its close cooperation 

with the League of Arab States to implement them. 

 In his opening speech, His Excellency the Secretary-General, Mr. Ahmed 

Aboul Gheit, stressed the role of Arab unions as houses of expertise 

working within the framework of the League of Arab States. This has 

prompted the convening of this forum periodically to address issues of 

interest to Arab business such as entrepreneurship, sustainable 

development, digital transformation, food security and climate change and 

others. 

 The Secretary-General of the League of Arab States urged organizations 

and unions to raise more initiatives and plans to the Arab summits, and to 

expand the scope of their work through cooperation with Arab 

organizations and specialized ministerial councils, calling on them to 

intensify their efforts in the field of food security in response to the changes 

in the current circumstances, which led to the deterioration of Arab food 

security indicators in a worrying way, and in the same context, he praised 

the initiative launched by the Arab Federation for Digital Economy under 

the title "Arab Food Market", calling on everyone to cooperate in 

facilitating its implementation. 

His Excellency also said that the world has been facing, since the beginning 

of the current decade, an increase in risks that threaten the prosperity and 

security of societies, which indicates the beginning of a new phase of 

"instability", and one of the most prominent features of which is the 

continued high rates of inflation and debt, since the Corona pandemic, to 

record levels, and the decline in global demand for commodities and 

escalating recession and unemployment. 
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 Aboul Gheit referred to the climate summit held in Sharm El-Sheikh, 

explaining that it received great Arab interest, which will undoubtedly 

contribute to raising Arab awareness on climate issues. The summit was 

marked by distinguished participation from the League of Arab States 

compared to previous sessions, and because the next climate summit will 

also be held in the Arab region,  in the United Arab Emirates, he suggested 

that some ideas that would enhance the participation of the Arab League 

in the aforementioned climate summit be consulted in cooperation with 

the UAE government, in order to benefit our Arab organizations and our 

member states alike. 

 It is worth noting that the 35 joint Arab action institutions and 

organizations are the technical arms of the League of Arab States and are 

relied upon to present initiatives and proposals to find solutions to some 

issues of concern to the Arab region. 

 The meetings of the Higher Coordination Committee for Joint Arab Action 

aim to enhance cooperation, coordination and exchange of experiences 

between the League of Arab States and its institutions to increase the 

effectiveness of its organizations and federations, and to avoid duplication 

of work with the aim of developing a strategic vision for the development 

of joint Arab action in the sectors that fall under the competence of each 

institution. 
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The Arab Aviation community celebrates the 

"Arab Civil Aviation Day." An opportunity to 

review the prospects for the development of 

Arab and regional air transport. 

 

The Arab aviation community celebrates on the seventh (7th) February of 

each year the Arab Civil Aviation Day, which coincides with the anniversary 

of the establishment of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization, after it was 

officially approved by the governing bodies of the Arab Civil Aviation 

Organization and by the Higher Coordination Committee for Joint Arab 

Action of the Arab League of States. 

 This day is intended to shed the light on  the importance of civil aviation in 

the social and economic development of the organization’s member states, 

as well as to introduce the importance of the latter’s role in providing civil 
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aviation authorities with a framework for joint action and developing 

general planning for civil aviation among Arab countries, in order to 

strengthen and secure its safety, and to promote due cooperation and 

coordination between member states in the field of civil aviation. It also 

aims at laying the foundations for the latter in terms of standardization, as 

well as working on the growth and development of Arab civil aviation. 

 The celebration of this day is also an opportunity to review the prospects 

for the development of Arab and regional air transport, given that the 

transport sector is the economic lifeline of our time and one of the most 

important requirements for progress and development as well as one of 

the most important pillars of international trade and tourism activities and 

the link between various countries of the world. It is also an opportunity to 

acknowledge the tremendous achievements of Arab civil aviation in various 

fields of cooperation. 

 Celebrating the Arab Civil Aviation Day this year is also an opportunity to 

highlight the role played by the Arab Civil Aviation Organization at the level 

of the Arab region in terms of air transport development and in terms of 

coordination efforts initiated between Arab countries within the 

framework of joint Arab action. 

 The aviation sector is not a new economic sector. It is a sector that has 

gone through many crises, which made it gain sufficient flexibility in facing 

them and standing back again on its feet. Aviation is still the distinguishing 

feature that connects people, places, culture and trade. Its development in 

the future can help a lot in consolidating friendship and understanding 

between the nations and peoples of the world. 

 The Arab Civil Aviation Organization, since its establishment on February 

7, 1996, has worked in accordance with the objectives entrusted to it, to 

open up to international and regional organizations by signing several 
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agreements and memorandums of understanding and cooperation, to 

unify their programs of activities and mechanisms of work, and to define 

priorities of interest to enhance air transport, its safety and security, 

Increasing capacity and air navigation efficiency, protecting the aviation 

environment, and also preventing duplication and unifying efforts in the 

region. The organization also ensures integration and coordination 

between the civil aviation authorities of the member states and cooperates 

with ICAO within the framework of its legislative and executive bodies. 

 Aware of the important role played by the air transport sector in the 

sustainable development of Member States, and also seeking to advance 

the sector’s institutions to strive for excellence at the regional and global 

levels, the organization will continue its work in terms of proposing plans, 

programs and initiatives that support the sector and raise its productivity 

and its ability to withstand crises, in order to preserve its achievements, 

and continues to exert further efforts towards modernization and 

development, and to strengthen the mechanism for joint cooperation 

among Arab countries, and towards Arab reunion,  as the Arab house of 

expertise, so that we can face  major challenges that can only be faced 

within a coherent and unified Arab framework with strong determination 

and high professionalism. 

 On this occasion, the Arab Civil Aviation Organization extends its sincere 

congratulations to the Arab aviation community, wishing all its members 

further success. 

  



 
156 

ACAO & ICAO organised jointly the 

“OLDI/AIDC WS” 

 

In the framework of the Cooperation program, ACAO & ICAO organised 

jointly the “OLDI/AIDC WS” in-person Workshop, in Cairo, Egypt 14 – 16 

February 2023. 

 The Workshop provided information on AIDC/OLDI Operational and 

technical requirements and reviewed the MID Region Strategy for 

AIDC/OLDI Implementation as well as the status of the AIDC/OLDI of the 
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additional ACAO Member states (no accredited to ICAO MID office). The 

event has been an opportunity to share experience gained and lessons 

learnt and support States in fostering the implementation of ASBU priority 

1 FICE Element. 

 The course targeted audience as States officials involved in OLDI/AIDC 

implementation based on the relevant regional air navigation plan (mainly 

the MID, but also EUR & AFI ones). 

 40 participants attended the WS from 10 ACAO/ICAO member States and 

5 organisations ACAO, Eurocontrol, IATA and ICAO. 

 As WS outcomes, the states updated the priorities table regarding the 

OLDI/AIDC connection between adjacent ATSUs and identified the actions 

to be taken to increase the implementation rate in term of ASBU element 

FICE.  The complete outcomes and associated SoD are available on the 

ACAO dedicated web page. 
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His Excellency the President of the Civil 

Aviation Authority of the Sultanate of 

Oman receives His Excellency the Director 

General of the Arab Civil Aviation 

Organization 

 

His Excellency Eng. Nayef bin Ali Al-Abri, President of the Civil Aviation 

Authority of the Sultanate of Oman, received His Excellency the Director 

General of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization at the headquarters of the 

Authority, on the sidelines of the second forum for legal advisors. 

 During this meeting, His Excellency the Director General noted the support 

provided by the Sultanate of Oman to the organization, and developments 

related to the activities of the organization were reviewed. Coordination 

and cooperation were discussed in this regard, especially with regard to 

capacity building in the field of air safety. 
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The second session of the Legal Advisors 

Forum was held in Muscat 

 

An important step towards raising the challenges facing the international 

civil aviation sector 

At the kind invitation of the Civil Aviation Authority of the Sultanate of 

Oman, the Arab Civil Aviation Organization participated in the activities of 

the second session of the Legal Advisers Forum in Muscat, Sultanate of 

Oman from 21 to 23 February 2023. Representatives from (57) countries 

and regional and international organizations participated in this forum. 

  

In his speech on the occasion, His Excellency the Secretary General of ICAO 

stressed that achieving flexibility and resilience in the civil aviation sector is 

currently a top priority for the international civil aviation system. His 
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Excellency also praised the role of the Legal Advisers Forum in this context, 

as well as its contribution to developing capabilities to overcome potential 

difficulties in ratifying and implementing air law treaties, in addition to 

recommended standards and practices, especially that treaties and 

protocols amending them have not yet entered into force. 

In his opening speech, His Excellency Eng. Nayef bin Ali bin Hamad Al-Abri 

expressed his happiness that the Sultanate of Oman hosted the second 

forum of legal advisors, at a time when the Sultanate of Oman celebrates 

the sixty years since its accession to the Chicago Treaty of 1944. 

He also welcomed the participating delegations, stressing the importance 

of the role of legal advisors in drafting and updating air laws in order to 

keep pace with the rapid developments in the international and national 

civil aviation sector. 

His Excellency seized this opportunity to brief the audience on the steps 

taken by the Sultanate of Oman to modernize its Civil Aviation Law and to 

adopt the executive regulations, which have been published in the Official 

Gazette of the Sultanate. This comes in addition to the Sultanate of Oman's 

recent accession to the Beijing Convention on the Suppression of Unlawful 

Acts Related to International Civil Aviation and the Protocol Amending the 

Montreal Convention on Offenses and Some Other Acts Committed on 

Board Aircraft. 

 For his part, His Excellency the Director General of the Arab Civil Aviation 

Organization stated that “the outbreak of the Corona pandemic led to an 

unprecedented crisis that the international community was not ready to 

face, and the mobilization achieved by the international civil aviation 

organization and the aforementioned efforts to confront this crisis and 

facilitate the process of recovery could benefit to the community and 

should be included in a strong and sustainable legal framework, so that we 
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are more prepared to face similar or more severe crises, God forbid, where 

the Chicago Treaty forms the base reference as its current formulation is 

satisfactory in our view”. 

 He added that if the public health, safety and security measures of civil 

aviation, as well as those prepared by the CART team, had played an 

important role in promoting air cargo and the gradual increase in terms of 

passengers, there are still challenges that impede this pace of growth, some 

of which can be overcome by strengthening the system of standards 

developed by the International Civil Aviation Organization , especially those 

related to the unified electronic database for the transport of passengers, 

including health data, and the establishment of a similar database for the 

transport of goods. 

 In the framework of achieving aviation sustainability, which is an inevitable 

necessity, and even if the decline in air traffic as a result of the outbreak of 

the Covid 19 pandemic has reduced the environmental impacts of aviation 

very significantly, His Excellency the Director General indicated that the civil 

aviation sector remains committed to reducing its emissions by reduction 

or compensation. This requires developing State legislation in line with the 

recent decisions of ICAO, in order to optimally deal with developments in 

the environment, emissions trading, market mechanism and accompanying 

procedures. 

His Excellency also noted this forum for being an important step in 

continuing the discussion initiated during the first edition, which was 

organized in Singapore in 2019, to reach proposals that contribute to 

overcoming these challenges. 

 During this forum, the panellists discussed important decisions on the legal 

aspects of the 41st General Assembly, particularly those related to the 

protection of personal data and unruly passengers, as well as the extent to 
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which air carriers comply with the requirements of the 1999 Montreal 

Convention. 

 Resolving disputes between countries, risks that may result from resorting 

to Article (83) bis, and the lessons learned from the management of the 

Covid (19) pandemic from a legal perspective, were also a topic of 

discussion that paved the way for an agreement on a work program for the 

coming years, whose implementation will be followed up during the 

upcoming forums. Accordingly, the third edition of the Forum will be 

organized in the United Kingdom. 

 The second forum for legal advisors also included a session on the next 

generation of professionals working in the civil aviation sector, marked by 

a discussion on practicing the profession of aviation law specialist, in the 

presence of His Excellency the Secretary-General of the International Civil 

Aviation Organization, several leading figures in the sector and a group of 

interested youth. 
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 ACAO support mission towards the SSP 

implementation within the sates of Mauritania 

In the framework of the 

Cooperation program with its 

Member States, ACAO 

conducted a support mission 

towards the SSP 

implementation within the 

sates of Mauritania, in 

Nouakchott, 20-24 February 

2023. 

 The mission provided information and knowledge in term of SSP 

implementation. The support included the establishment of an SSP team, a 

workshop for the update of the SSP GAP Analysis and the associated action 

plan. The mission was a good opportunity to provide recommendations to 

the Mauritanian ANAC (Agence Nationale de l’Aviation Civile) regarding the 

smooth and progressive implementation of the SSP and some best 

practices regarding the effectiveness of the SMS oversight.   

 9 participants from the Mauritanian CAA ANAC took part to the mission 

support. They were belonging to the 6 technical Areas (PEL, OPS, AIR, AGA, 

ANS & AIG). 

The mission ended by a presentation made for the DG of the ANAC which 

summarizes the outcomes of the mission and the actions to be taken for 

the next step. 
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United States, Morocco and Arab Civil Aviation 

Organization Host Aviation Security 

Conference in Marrakech 

 

Top civilian aviation officials from more than 14 countries across the Middle 

East and Africa have gathered in Marrakech this week for a landmark 

conference on aviation security, organized by the Arab Civil Aviation 

Organization (ACAO), the U.S. Transportation Security Administration 

(TSA), and the government of Morocco. 

 Throughout the week, aviation officials will share best practices about how 

to protect civilian aviation from a range of threats, including cyberattacks, 

drones, chemical and biological attacks, and explosives, among others.  The 

officials will work on developing effective plans for managing the risks from 

such threats. 

 “The global transportation security sector cannot function unless we 

emphasize the word ‘global,’” TSA Regional Director Jason Schwabel said in 

his opening remarks to kick of the conference today.  “The threats we face 
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do not respect borders or nationality. The world depends on us to work 

together make sure our transportation systems remain safe.” 

 Schwabel praised Morocco for hosting the conference, noting that the 

United States and Morocco have a mutual commitment to supporting 

regional peace and security.  In May of last year, Morocco hosted the 

Defeat-ISIS Coalition ministerial, the first such gathering on the African 

continent, which also took place in Marrakech.   

 Mr. Abdennabi Manar, ACAO Director General, also gave opening remarks 

( ACAO, headquartered in Rabat, represents civil aviation authorities across 

the Middle East and Africa. It has 22 member states). 

“The relationship between ACAO and the US TSA is strong. Our partnership 

contributes to strengthening aviation security in the Arab region and 

beyond. ACAO and the US TSA play complementary, and reinforcing roles 

in supporting international Civil Aviation security. We will further mobilize 

the set of competencies at our disposal, to pursue our common objectives 

for the benefit of our community”. said Mr. Manar in his opening remarks 

 Several U.S. government agencies supported the organizing of this week’s 

conference, including the Export Control and Border Security program at 

the U.S. Department of State, as well as the U.S. Department of Energy’s 

Pacific Northwest National Laboratory. 

Morocco’s Directorate General of Civil Aviation also played a critical 

support role for the gathering. 

The conference is the latest example of the strong U.S. partnership with 

ACAO.  In December, the U.S. Federal Aviation Administration and ACAO 

came together in Rabat for a signing ceremony for a Memorandum of 

Understanding aimed at increasing aviation cooperation across the region. 
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2nd ACAO GNSS Sub-Group Meeting – 

GNSS SG/2 

 

The 2nd ACAO GNSS Sub-Group online Meeting – AASG/1 has been held 

the 13 March 2023, 08:30 to 11:00. The meeting has been chaired by Mr. 

Imad Jeddallah representative of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.  The 

secretariat was ensured by Mr. Hicham Bennani Air navigation Expert 

within the ACAO.  

 The meeting was attended by a total of 21 participants from 7 States and 

2 organisation ICAO MID and ACAO. 

 Mr. Manar Abdenebi the Director General of the ACAO opened the 

meeting welcoming the participants and recalling the importance of the 

meeting which will tackle challenges on the GNSS within the region bringing 

up the need of updating the ACAO GNSS Strategy. result of the CNS/ATM 

study conducted by ACAO on 2015. 

 The meeting agreed on the main axes that should be the basis of the review 

of the new version of the ACAO GNSS strategy. The meeting agreed also on 
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the distribution of the task between the GNSS SG members for the 

establishment of the 2nd version of the strategy.   
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SatNav Africa Joint Programme Office (JPO) 

III– SC/2 

 

ACAO as member of the Steering committee of the SatNav Africa Joint 

Programme Office (JPO) III- participated in its 2nd meeting SC/2 which has 

been held in Brussels the 8_9 March 2023. The meeting has been co-

chaired by Mr. DI STEFANO FABIO from the European Commission EC and 

Dr.  Kazaura from the African Union AU.  

 The meeting was attended by a total of 28 participants from 10 

Organisations, inter-alia, ICAO, EC, AU, AFCAC, ECAC, ACAO Galileo and 

some RECs. 

 The meeting was appraised of the SatNav Africa JPO progress status, then 

the meeting has been updated on the Continental CBA study and way 

forward). In addition, the JPO and ASECNA presented the result of the SBAS 

Demonstrations in Africa as well as the work done regarding the business 

case for the use of the SBAS utilisation scenario by the airlines. 

 The ACAO presented in that meeting the ACAO GNSS Strategy and 

Roadmap and the ongoing review according to the GNSS development and 

applications. 
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ACAO 48th Air Navigation Committee Meeting 

– ANC/48 

 

The ACAO 48th Air navigation Committee Hybrid meeting ANC/48 has been 

held during the period 215 and 16 March 2023, 08:30 to 11:30. H.E. Mr. 

Manar Abdennebi DG of the ACAO opened the meeting welcoming the 

participants. The meeting has been chaired by Mr. Tayseer Abdelkarim 

representative of the State of Egypt, while its secretariat was ensured by 

Hicham Bennani Air navigation Expert within the ACAO.   

 The meeting was attended by a total of 30 participants from 8 States (7 

Members and 1 observer) and 2 Organisations. 

In addition to the review of the list of actions and decisions taken as result 

of the previous session, the meeting adopted a series of recommendations 

regarding the implementation of the GNSS (considering the outcomes of 

the ACAO GNSS SG/2 meeting which is working on the edition of the new 

version of the ACA GNSS Strategy and roadmap, considering all 

opportunities for implementation of the SBAs as well as the GBAS), the 
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ATFM (which convene on the main orientation for the ACAO ATFM strategy 

considering the Middle east multi-nodal concept and South Mediterranean 

ATFM solution, the meeting was also appraised with the experience from 

the implementation of the comprehensive agreement between the 

Moroccan ANSP in the Eurocontrol) and recent development of the Over 

Flight Permit. 

 The participants discussed the frequency management challenges and 

ACAO support on the update of the associated FF tool, the 5G potential risk 

on aviation in the region. 
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 Organizing a regional seminar on "Best 

Practices in the Field of Air Supply Security" 

Jeddah- Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

 

The General Authority of Civil Aviation in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the 

Arab Civil Aviation Organization and the ICAO Regional Office in the Middle 

East organized a regional symposium on "Best Practices in the Field of Air 

Supply Security", in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, during the period from 19 to 21 

March 2023. 

 This symposium saw the participation of 75 civil aviation security officials 

representing 7 member states of the organization. 

 The symposium aimed at exchanging experiences and best practices 

related to air supply security, presenting security technologies and 

innovations related to security detection and inspection methods, and 

exchanging relevant information and experiences. 
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 During this symposium, the representatives of the participating countries 

made presentations on their experience in risk management, quality 

control, training and other topics related to air catering. 

This workshop falls within the framework of contributing to the wide-

ranging efforts and measures undertaken by the International Civil Aviation 

Organization and its Member States in implementing the objectives 

contained in the Global Civil Aviation Security Plan. 



 
173 

The forty-ninth meeting of the Air Transport 

Committee 

 

The forty-ninth meeting of the Air Transport Committee was held at the 

headquarters of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization, with the participation 

of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia; the Republic of Iraq; Sultanate of Oman ; 

Kuwait ; The Arab Republic of Egypt and the Kingdom of Morocco, and 

representatives of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan; The People's 

Democratic Republic of Algeria, the Mauritanian Republic, the Republic of 

Yemen, the International Air Transport Association, and the Arab Air 

Carriers' Association were also present as observers. 

 The meeting was opened by His Excellency Eng. Abdennebi  Manar, 

Director General of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization. His Excellency 

welcomed the representatives of the member states present and praised 



 
174 

the importance and role of the Air Transport Committee and its work in the 

field of civil aviation industry. He wished to the participants a successful 

meeting, in order to  achieve its goal, and contributes to the development 

of air transport in the Arab countries. 

 For his part, Dr. Mohamed Jawdat, Vice-Chairman of the Committee and 

Acting Chairman of the meeting, welcomed the attendees and wished them 

success in the work of the meeting. Also, Mr. Khaled Antar, the 

organization’s air transport expert, welcomed the attendees and thanked 

them for their work papers and topics for discussion that benefit the 

transport industry. air in the Arab countries. 

 The meeting discussed several topics, including: 

The decisions of the Arab Ministers of Transport Council at its 35th session; 

the agreement on the exchange of exemptions from taxes and customs 

duties on the activities and equipment of the Arab air carrier; 

Keeping pace with the local legislative systems to liberalize air transport 

and the sustainability of air transport, and its impact on the development 

sustainability. 
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The 50th issue of the "Arabian Aviation" 

magazine 

 

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization issued the 50th issue of March 2023 of 

the magazine "Arab Aviation" in both Arabic and English, rich and varied in 

its contents. 

 The editorial of His Excellency Eng. Abdennebi Manar, Director General of 

the Organization, touched on the continuation of the air transport sector’s 

pace of recovery despite the effects of the Covid 19 pandemic that still 

exist, the decline in the internal product of countries, the high cost of fuel, 

the shortage of qualified human resources, as well as the repercussions of 

geopolitical tensions that The world is experiencing, provided that 

commercial air traffic returns to what it was before the pandemic before 

the end of the current year, and that demand exceeds the offers of air 

transport companies, thanks to the arrangements that civil aviation 

authorities and stakeholders are working on. 
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In parallel with making these arrangements - the author points out - the 

civil aviation authorities of the member states of the International Civil 

Aviation Organization continue to work on implementing the outputs of the 

forty-first General Assembly. 

 The editorial also touched on the Arab civil aviation family's 

commemoration of the "Arab Aviation Day" and the twenty-seventh 

anniversary of the founding of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization this 

year, which coincided with the holding of the first meeting of regional civil 

aviation organizations. 

 Mr. Attia bin Saeed Al-Zahrani, in his article entitled: "Air Law", provided a 

simplified explanation of air law and its role in the aviation system, 

indicating that air law has gone through many stages and developments 

that have been linked to the political situation since its inception, and 

perhaps this is due to the nature of international air transport, which Its 

presence transcends the borders of the state to cross the borders of 

another state, and this presence is linked to a basic political concept, which 

is sovereignty. 

 The new issue also included the timetable for the organization's training, 

workshops and seminars during the coming months of 2023, which was 

included in the introduction to the issue, the organization's activities from 

January to March 2023, and a number of other reports and articles. 
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Third Meeting of Middle East North Africa 

Aircraft Accident and incident Investigation 

Regional Cooperation Mechanism (MENA 

ARCM/3) back-to-back with the Future of 

Aviation Safety and Aircraft Accident 

Investigation Symposium 

in the framework of their cooperation within capacity building project, 

ACAO and ICAO organised jointly the Third Meeting of Middle East North 

Africa Aircraft Accident and incident Investigation Regional Cooperation 

Mechanism (MENA ARCM/3), generously hosted by the General Civil 

Aviation Authority GCAA of UAE, in Dubai, UAE, 2 May 2023. Back-to-back 

with this This meeting, was organised the Future of Aviation Safety and 

Aircraft Accident Investigation Symposium the 3-4 May 2023. 

 The main objective of the meeting was to discuss thought-provoking 

insights into safety and accident investigation and exchange ideas and 

solutions. 

 The meeting provided a report Progress on Areas of Cooperation, an 

Update on the Collected Data regarding the accident/incident 

investigation, the MENA ARCM Technical Assistance Process and an 

overview on the Upcoming Events/Activities. 

 About 30 participants attended the meeting and over 200 participants 

attended the Symposium, provided by speakers from Organisations (ICAO, 

IATA, … etc) States (UAE, KSA, Morocco, US, …) and industry (Boeing, Airbus, 

Airlines, … etc). 
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Training course on "judicial law enforcement" 

in Cairo 

 

His Excellency Captain Amr El Sharkawy, Chairman of the Egyptian Civil 

Aviation Authority, inaugurated the “judicial law enforcement” course, 

which is organized by the Arab Civil Aviation Organization, with the 

generous hosting of His Excellency Lieutenant General Mohamed Abbas, 

Minister of Civil Aviation in the Arab Republic of Egypt, from 7 to 11 May 

2023, with the participation of representatives of the Kingdom of Saudi 

Arabia, the State of Libya, the Arab Republic of Egypt and the Kingdom of 

Morocco. 

 The course is supervised by Mr. Khaled Mohamed Antar, the air transport 

expert at the Arab Civil Aviation Organization, and lectures are given by Dr. 

Fathi Ghoneimi, Professor of Public International Law at Cairo University. 
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It is worth noting that this session comes within the framework of 

coordination between the Arab Civil Aviation Organization and the Civil 

Aviation Authority in the Arab Republic of Egypt, as the Authority is hosting 

this year 5 courses organized by the organization in the field of air 

transport. 
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workshop on “Security and Facilitation – 

Border Security” 

 

The workshop on “Security and Facilitation – Border Security” took place in 

Lomé on 10 and 11 May 2023, jointly organised by the European Civil 

Aviation Conference (ECAC), as the implementing body of the European 

Union-funded CASE II Project, the African Civil Aviation Commission 

(AFCAC) and the Arab Civil Aviation Organization (ACAO). 

 The workshop was opened by the Director General of the Civil Aviation 

Authority of Togo, the Ambassador of the European Union to Togo, the 

representatives of ACAO, AFCAC and ECAC as the co-organisers, and the 

Togolese Minister for Road, Air, and Rail Transport. 

 All acknowledged the importance of this initiative and highlighted the good 

partnership and excellent coordination between the different stakeholders 

in strengthening civil aviation. 
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 More than 60 participants from 40 African and Middle Eastern States, 

international organisations, and industry stakeholders exchanged 

information and best practices on aviation security and facilitation during 

the workshop, which was animated by 15 experts drawn from Partner 

States, ECAC Member States, the industry and international organisations. 

 The main objectives of this workshop were to promote a common 

understanding of the roles and responsibilities of different stakeholders 

involved in passenger data exchange and border security, such as airlines, 

airports, immigration authorities, and law enforcement agencies; to 

facilitate the exchange of information and experiences among participants, 

and to promote networking and knowledge-sharing in the field of aviation 

security and facilitation. 

Among the topics discussed were: 

• Emerging Security Threats and Challenges 

• Passenger Data Systems 

• The Database of Stolen and Lost Travel Documents 

• Border Control Tools and Systems 

• Capacity building and training programmes 

• Regional and International Cooperation 

 At the closing ceremony, Col. Dokissime Gnama Latta, Director General of 

Togo Civil Aviation Authority gave his remarks and thanked all the 

organising parties for their work in bringing together aviation security and 

border control experts and professionals from throughout Africa and the 

Middle East, recognising the role played by the European Union in funding 

the workshop. 
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Election of Mr. Hamad Salem Al Muhairi as 

Chairman of the Aviation Security Experts 

Group at the International Civil Aviation 

Organization 

The International Civil Aviation 

Organization "ICAO",during its 

meeting that brought together 

representatives of the 

Organization's General 

Secretariat and rapporteurs of 

the Aviation Security Committee 

on May 10, 2023, elected the 

candidate of the United Arab 

Emirates represented by the 

General Authority of Civil 

Aviation, Mr. Hamad Salem Al 

Muhairi, Assistant Director General of the Aviation Security Affairs Sector 

at the Authority, to be Chairman of the ICAO Aviation Security Experts 

Committee. 

This Committee, which consists of 33 of the 193 members of ICAO, is 

considered the technical arm of ICAO on issues related to civil aviation 

security. 

The election of Mr. Hamad Salem Al Muhairi, who is known for his high 

competence and professionalism, is a tribute to the members of the 

committee for his efforts and support for the advancement of civil aviation 

security and the development of related policies. 
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On this occasion, the Arab Civil Aviation Organization would like to extend 

its warmest congratulations to Mr. Hamad Salem Al Muhairi, wishing him 

success in this mission. 
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 ACAO participating to the ICAO RASG/10 

MIDANPIRG/20 Meetings 

 

The 10th meeting of the Regional Aviation Safety Group (RASG/10) and the 

20th meeting of the Planification & Implementation Regional Group 

(MIDANPIRG/20) took place from 14th to 17th May 2023 in Muscat, Oman. 

These meetings provided a platform for aviation experts, regulators, and 

industry professionals to collaborate, share best practices, and address key 

challenges in ensuring aviation safety in the Middle East region. With safety 

as the top priority, the discussions focused on enhancing safety measures, 

addressing emerging risks, and promoting harmonization among member 

states. The both meetings RASG/10 & MIDANPIRG/20 have been conducted 

simultaneously, plenary sessions and dedicated meetings. 

During the plenary session, an overview has been provided on several 

subjects as the Outcomes of the ICAO 41st Assembly, the Global Aviation 

Safety and Air Navigation developments, the Outcomes of CAPSCA/10 

Meeting, MIDANPIRG Enhancement Program (MEP), the Regional Projects 

(MENA-RSOO & MENA ARCM), the Cyber Security in Air Navigation 

Services, the Air Navigation Subjects of interest to RASG-MID including 

RVSM operations and Monitoring and the GNSS Interference. 

 

RASG/10 commenced with an overview of the progress made in 

implementing the Regional Aviation Safety Plan (RASP) and the 

development of its 2nd edition aligned to the GASP 23-25. Participants 

acknowledged the efforts made by member states to enhance safety 

standards and promote a culture of continuous improvement. Key 

initiatives discussed were developed to face the operational safety risks, 
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organizational issues and emerging risks. It included also, the development 

of a risk-based approach to safety oversight, implementation of safety 

management systems, and the use of data-driven strategies for safety 

enhancement. 

 

Recognizing the evolving challenges faced by the aviation industry, 

MIDANPIRG/20 focused on identifying MID Region Air Navigation Priorities 

and Targets, the harmonization of the National Air Navigation Plans across 

the region, using the ASBU mechanism, as well as supporting the training 

and Competency-Based Training and Assessment (CBTA), increasing the 

level of PBN implementation, the sustainability of the flight procedure 

program, the dissemination of the A-CDM across the airports in the region. 

 

The 10th meeting of RASG and the 20th meeting of MIDANPIRG provided a 

valuable platform for the aviation community in the Middle East region to 

come together and address critical safety issues. The discussions 

underscored the commitment of member states to continuous 

improvement, collaboration, and harmonization. By sharing best practices, 

identifying emerging risks, and promoting a regional approach to safety, 

these meetings have laid a strong foundation for enhancing aviation safety 

in the Middle East. The outcomes of RASG/10 and MIDANPIRG/20 will 

contribute significantly to the region's efforts in aligning with global 

aviation standards and ensuring the well-being of passengers and the 

sustainable growth of the aviation industry. 
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ACAO/CAAS “Customised Air Operator 

Certification and Surveillance for Flight 

Operations Inspectors “ 

 

In the framework of the cooperation between the Civil Aviation Authority 

of Singapore (CAAS) and the Arab Civil Aviation Organization (ACAO) based 

on the MOU signed in 2021, to renew their commitment for providing 

aviation training for the civil aviation sector in the Arab region, a training 

course on “Customised Air Operator Certification and Surveillance for Flight 

Operations Inspectors” has been conducted as an implementation of the 

on-site training part of the MOU. 

 The event, jointly organized by the ACAO and CAAS, was successfully held 

from 29th May to 2nd June 2023. The Jordan Civil Aviation Regulatory 

Commission (J-CARC) played a pivotal role in hosting this significant training 

program. 

 The training course spanned five days, incorporating a comprehensive 

range of interactive sessions, case studies, and practical exercises. 
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Participants had the opportunity to delve into various topics, including 

learn the best practices in safety Oversight, review and approval or 

acceptance of Operations Manual or plan a risk-based surveillance 

program. 

Bringing together aviation professionals, experts, and regulators from 

across the region, the training course aimed to enhance the skills and 

knowledge of flight operations inspectors involved in air operator 

certification and surveillance processes. By fostering collaboration and 

sharing best practices, the course aimed to strengthen the overall safety 

and efficiency of flight operations within the Arab region. 

 The collaboration between ACAO, Singapore CAA, and CARC highlighted 

the commitment of aviation authorities to promoting safety, efficiency, and 

harmonization in flight operations. The event successfully fostered 

networking and collaboration among participants, creating a robust 

platform for future information sharing and cooperation. The impact of this 

regional training program is expected to be felt throughout the aviation 

community, positively influencing flight operations and ensuring a safer sky 

for all. 

 CAAS has always been considered as a valuable partner of ACAO, especially 

for its significant contribution to capacity building in the civil aviation 

sector,”. 

 A special thank for the Jordanian Civil Aviation Regulatory Commission (J 

CARC) as host of the event, for their generous hospitality and the way they 

have facilitated this training. 
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ACAO/CAAS “Customised Air Operator 

Certification and Surveillance for Flight 

Operations Inspectors“ 

 

In the framework of the cooperation between the Civil Aviation Authority 

of Singapore (CAAS) and the Arab Civil Aviation Organization (ACAO) based 

on the MOU signed in 2021, to renew their commitment for providing 

aviation training for the civil aviation sector in the Arab region, a training 

course on “Customised Air Operator Certification and Surveillance for Flight 

Operations Inspectors” has been conducted as an implementation of the 

on-site training part of the MOU. 

 The event, jointly organized by the ACAO and CAAS, was successfully held 

from 29th May to 2nd June 2023. The Jordan Civil Aviation Regulatory 

Commission (J-CARC) played a pivotal role in hosting this significant training 

program. 
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The training course spanned five days, incorporating a comprehensive 

range of interactive sessions, case studies, and practical exercises. 

Participants had the opportunity to delve into various topics, including 

learn the best practices in safety Oversight, review and approval or 

acceptance of Operations Manual or plan a risk-based surveillance 

program. 

Bringing together aviation professionals, experts, and regulators from 

across the region, the training course aimed to enhance the skills and 

knowledge of flight operations inspectors involved in air operator 

certification and surveillance processes. By fostering collaboration and 

sharing best practices, the course aimed to strengthen the overall safety 

and efficiency of flight operations within the Arab region. 

 The collaboration between ACAO, Singapore CAA, and CARC highlighted 

the commitment of aviation authorities to promoting safety, efficiency, and 

harmonization in flight operations. The event successfully fostered 

networking and collaboration among participants, creating a robust 

platform for future information sharing and cooperation. The impact of this 

regional training program is expected to be felt throughout the aviation 

community, positively influencing flight operations and ensuring a safer sky 

for all. 

 CAAS has always been considered as a valuable partner of ACAO, especially 

for its significant contribution to capacity building in the civil aviation 

sector,”. 

 A special thank for the Jordanian Civil Aviation Regulatory Commission (J 

CARC) as host of the event, for their generous hospitality and the way they 

have facilitated this training. 
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Regional workshop on "testing and 

certification of aviation security 

equipment" 

 

The CASE II workshop on “testing and certification of aviation security 

equipment” took place in Abu Dhabi on 12 and 13 June 2023. The workshop 

was jointly organised by the European Civil Aviation Conference (ECAC), as 

the implementing organisation of the European Union-funded CASE II 

Project, and the Arab Civil Aviation Organization (ACAO). It was hosted by 

the General Civil Aviation Authority of the United Arab Emirates (UAE). 
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 The event was opened by the Director General of the General Civil Aviation 

Authority of the United Arab Emirates, the Ambassador of the European 

Union to the UAE, the Director General of ACAO and the Executive 

Secretary of ECAC. All acknowledged the importance of this initiative and 

highlighted the good partnership and excellent coordination between the 

different stakeholders in strengthening civil aviation. 

 More than 60 participants from 16 ACAO Member States, organisations 

and industry stakeholders participated, exchanging information and best 

practices during the workshop, where presentations were given by ten 

international experts. 

 The main objective of this workshop was to share experience on the testing 

and certification of aviation security equipment as well as to exchange 

views and good practices on: 

• designing technical specifications, including performance 

standards, for security equipment; 

• laboratory testing for the purpose of approval and certification of 

equipment; 

• operational testing and on-site acceptance of aviation security 

equipment; and 

• maintenance and procurement procedures. 

 It also included a discussion about challenges faced in the selection and 

deployment of security equipment and a session on the latest 

developments regarding screening technologies. 
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The ACAO training centres network team 

meeting 

 

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization (ACAO) conducted virtually the first 

meeting of the training centres network team on June 22, 2023 from 08:00 

to 09:00 UTC. This meeting was attended by 15 participants from 7 Arab 

countries. 

The opening was held with a speech presented by the Director-General of 

the ACAO, in which he mentioned the critical importance of the training as 

one of the main challenges for the development of the civil aviation system. 

The objective of the meeting was for preparation of the upcoming 

Constituent Assembly for the establishment of a network of civil aviation 

training centres/units/academies certified under the relevant authorities of 

the Arab Countries. In the framework of the ACAO Strategy, which put the 

training and consultancy at the top of its strategic objectives, ACAO is 

paving the way for the establishment of this aviation training centres 

network considering the important role it might play in the development of 

the Civil aviation system within the Arabic region. 
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The meeting concluded to the latest version of the Statute of this network 

to be presented to the Constituent assembly. In addition, the participants 

convened that the assembly will take place on the First Quarter of 2024 in 

the sideline of the Arab aviation day. These conclusions will be presented 

to the next ACAO Executive Council. 
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A workshop in the field of environmental 

protection for civil aviation under the title: 

"Paths and Strategies for the Production 

of Sustainable Aviation Fuel" 

 

The Civil Aviation Regulatory Authority of the Hashemite Kingdom of 

Jordan, in cooperation and coordination with the Arab Civil Aviation 

Organization, organized a workshop in the field of environmental 

protection for civil aviation under the title: "Paths and Strategies for the 

Production of Sustainable Aviation Fuel". This three-day workshop, from 

July 4 to 6, falls within the framework of raising awareness of 

environmental protection among stakeholders and specialists in 

implementing environmental protection policies and programs in the 

Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, which contributes to achieving sustainability 

goals as well as achieving the ambitious long-term goal of 2050. 

 

This event, inaugurated by His Excellency Captain Haitham Mesto, 
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Chairman of the Board of Commissioners of the Civil Aviation Regulatory 

Authority, aimed to review the most important projects and initiatives 

implemented by the Kingdom in the field of environmental protection. As 

well as standing on the opportunities and capabilities available for the 

adoption and production of sustainable aviation fuel in the Hashemite 

Kingdom of Jordan, as well as the challenges that the Kingdom may face in 

this regard. 

 

About 45 experts and specialists representing the Civil Aviation Regulatory 

Authority, airports, airlines, and ground handling companies, academics 

and policy makers participated in this workshop. 
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Issue 51 of the "Arabian Aviation" 

magazine is published 

 

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization issued the 51st issue of "Arab Aviation" 

magazine in both Arabic and English, which included rich and varied topics. 

 The editorial of His Excellency Engineer Abdennebi Manar, Director 

General of the Organization, dealt with providing statistics on air transport 

traffic and looking forward during the summer season of 2023 until air 

transport activity reaches its pre-pandemic levels, after it recorded a 

significant increase in 2022. 

The writer added that the more we rejoice in this recovery, the more we 

realize the need to expedite the lifting of the challenges recognized by the 

international community in order to avoid the setback that the world 

experienced, especially air transport activity during the pandemic. 
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Saeed Al-Suwaidi wrote an article in which he called for focusing on the 

importance of Arab consensus and uniting ranks and voices, through 

continuous cooperation between countries that have full membership and 

countries that have observer status the International Civil Aviation 

Organization Council, to protect the interests of Arab countries and unify 

their goals. 

 The new issue also included the timetable for the organization's trainings, 

workshops and seminars during the coming months of 2023, which was 

included in the introduction to the issue, the organization's activities from 

March to June 2023 and a number of other reports and articles. 

 click here to download Issue 51 

  

https://acao.org.ma/uploads/2023/2023-07/Arab_Aviation_Issue_51_june_2023.pdf
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Fourth Meeting of Middle East North 

Africa Aircraft Accident and incident 

Investigation Regional Cooperation 

Mechanism (MENA ARCM/4) back-to-

back with Workshop on “The Prevention 

of Aircraft Accidents and Incidents 

through the Collection & Analysis of 

Safety Data & Information”  

 

In the framework of their cooperation within capacity building project, 

ACAO and ICAO organised jointly the fourth Meeting of Middle East North 

Africa Aircraft Accident and incident Investigation Regional Cooperation 

Mechanism (MENA ARCM/4), generously hosted by the Moroccan Aviation 

Investigation Bureau (AIB), in Rabat, Morocco, 10 July 2023. Back-to-back 

with this meeting, was organised the Workshop on “The Prevention of 

Aircraft Accidents and Incidents through the Collection & Analysis of Safety 

Data & Information”, the 11-12 July 2023. 
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 This meeting was opened by His Excellency Mr. Mohamed Abdel Jalil, 

Minister of Transport and Logistics of the Kingdom of Morocco, 

and  Captain Aisha Al Hameli, Chair of the MENA ARCM. In his speech, the 

Minister referred to  the basis through which the regional cooperation 

mechanism on aircraft investigation was established, and the aspirations of 

this mechanism to ensure the implementation of the relevant international 

standards regarding the aviation investigations, as well as enhancing 

cooperation between member states, and improving level of ICAO Annex 

13 implementation; Cpt. Al-Hameli also indicated the importance of 

investigation of aircraft accidents in the global air safety system as one of 

the best means to maintain an acceptable level of the global accident rate. 

She also stressed the importance of monitoring air safety information and 

supporting countries in building safety data analysis capabilities in an 

environment supportive of a safety culture so that we can achieve safe and 

secure air transport. 

The main objective of the meeting was to discuss the challenges faced in 

the collection of safety data & safety information and explored various 

aspects of safety data collection and analysis. 

The meeting provided a report Progress on Areas of Cooperation, an 

Update on the Collected Data regarding the accident/incident investigation 
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as well as the data sharing solution and challenges, the MENA ARCM 

Technical Assistance Process and an overview on the Upcoming 

Events/Activities. 

 Thirty eight (38) participants attended the meeting and the WS was 

attended by a total of hundred and twelve (112) participants from Nine (9) 

MENA ARCM Member States (Iraq, Kuwait, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, 

Oman, Saudi Arabia, UAE and Yemen), Two (2) Observer States (US-FAA & 

Qatar) and six  (6) Organizations (ACAO, ARCM SAM, EASA, ECAC, ICAO & 

IFALPA) as well as industry (Boeing, Royal Air Maroc, ONDA, Forces Royales 

Air, Escadron aérien de la Gendarmerie Royale, RAMEXPRES, Air Arabia, ATI 

Industry, DT-RAM, ACRs, Heliconia Maroc. 
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Organizing a workshop on booking and 

accounting Book & Claim 

 

The General Authority of Civil Aviation in the United Arab Emirates, in 

coordination with the Arab Civil Aviation Organization, organized a Book & 

Claim workshop, via visual communication technology, on July 20, 2023. 

 Led by experts from The Rountable on Sustainable Biomaterials (RSB), the 

event aimed to acquaint participants with the concept of booking and 

accounting for sustainable aviation fuel, how it is used, the rules that allow 

an airline to register, trade and withdraw credits in the RSB Book & Claim 

system, and the added value of the RSB Book & Claim registry and database 

for storing its transaction data. 

 About 58 experts from Arab countries representing aviation authorities, 

airports, airlines and stakeholders participated in this workshop, which falls 

within the framework of implementing the work program of the 

Environment Committee of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization. 
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The first meeting of the facilitation team 

of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization 

was held Via video communication 

technology, September 20, 2023 

 

The facilitation team at the Arab Civil Aviation Organization held its first 

meeting via video communication technology on September 20, 2023. This 

was with the participation of 10 aviation security and facilitation experts at 

the aviation authorities from: the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, the United 

Arab Emirates, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the Republic of Tunisia, and 

the Republic of Iraq. The Sultanate of Oman, the State of Kuwait, the Arab 

Republic of Egypt, and the Kingdom of Morocco. 

 

During this meeting, Engineer Fahd Al-Anzi was elected as the head of the 

team, and Mr. Majdi Al-Jizawi as his deputy. 
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During the meeting, experts reviewed their experiences regarding 

implementing requirements related to facilities in aspects related to 

aviation security. 

In the same context, the experts agreed to continue coordination regarding 

topics of common interest and to prepare the team’s program and work 

plan. 

The work of this team falls within the framework of implementing the 

recommendations of the Security Committee of the Arab Civil Aviation 

Organization, in accordance with the decisions of the Executive Council of 

the organization. 
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The Arab Civil Aviation Organization 

participates in the preparatory meeting 

for the third ICAO conference on aviation 

and alternative fuels 

 

A delegation from the Arab Civil Aviation Organization, headed by His 

Excellency Engineer Abdennebi  Manar, Director General of the 

Organization, participated in the preparatory meeting for the Third ICAO 

Conference on Aviation and Alternative Fuels, which was held at the 

headquarters of the International Civil Aviation Organization on September 

25 and 26, 2023 in Montreal, Canada. 

The event aimed to hold consultations between States, regional 

organizations and industry on potential outcomes of the Third ICAO 

Conference on Aviation and Alternative Fuels, as well as pave the way for 

discussions on an ICAO global framework for clean energy in aviation. It is 

also an occasion for the convergence of views on a number of issues, and 

the identification of remaining differences in views. 
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In an effort to unify positions among Arab countries, the Arab Civil Aviation 

Organization organized a coordination meeting on September 24 at ICAO 

headquarters, in the presence of representatives of Arab countries at the 

ICAO Council and the head of the organization’s Environment Committee. 

Representatives of Arab countries and the Arab Air Transport Association 

also participated in this meeting via video communication technology. 
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Organizing a joint interregional seminar 

in Tangier between the ACAO, ECAC, 

AFCAC, and TSA on Unmanned Aircraft 

Systems 

 

The first interregional seminar on “Unmanned Aircraft Systems” took place 

in Tangier from 4 to 5 October 2023, jointly organised by the European Civil 

Aviation Conference (ECAC) (as the implementing body of the European 

Union-funded CASE II Project), the Arab Civil Aviation Organization (ACAO), 

the African Civil Aviation Commission (AFCAC) and the US Transport 

Security Administration (TSA). 

  

More than one hundred (150) participants from fifty (50) African and Arabic 

States, international organisations and industry stakeholders effectively 
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participated and exchanged information and best practices during the 

seminar, which was animated by twenty-five (25) international experts. 

The main objectives of the seminar were to discuss and review: 

• Existing Regulatory Framework, and different existing approaches 

on the Unmanned Aircraft Systems. 

• Existing Threats, Challenges and Risks associated with Drone 

operations; 

• The latest methodologies and ways allowing the identification, 

detection and neutralization / control of RPAS evolving in a specific 

environment / area; 

• Industry practices, Types of Drones and Integration in airspaces and 

into aerodromes Environments/Activities; and 

• The Latest developments and recent innovative solutions in 

Unmanned Aircraft Systems. 
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Issue 52 of “Arab Aviation” magazine is 

published 

 

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization in both Arabic and English, rich in 

content and diverse in its contents, issued issue 52 of September 2023 of 

“Arab Aviation” magazine. 

The editorial by His Excellency Engineer Abdennebi Manar, Director-

General of the Organization, touched on the increase witnessed in air 

transport movement of passengers during the summer season of this year, 

as it exceeded during the peak period what it was before the pandemic, 

after more than three years of suffering and restrictions imposed on the 

sector. Civil Aviation. 

The writer pointed out that the World Health Organization announced on 

the fifth of last May that the Corona virus no longer constitutes a global 

health emergency that causes international concern, based on the 
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decrease in the death rate, the increase in immunity and the possibility of 

diagnosis, treatment and vaccination. 

He highlighted that the air transport industry requires large investments to 

accompany the completion of the recovery of the aviation sector and the 

restoration of the continuous growth in demand for air travel, adding that 

the latest forecasts indicate that during the next twenty years it will nearly 

double what it is currently, which will require a fleet of aircraft ranging 

between 46,500 and 48,900 aircraft, and with a capacity under one 

hundred seats, noting that the fleet reached 24,510 aircraft at the end of 

2022. 

The writer stressed that these long-term expectations do not differ from 

their previous counterparts, but depend on raising the challenges facing the 

sector in terms of achieving sustainable development goals, especially 

reducing carbon emissions resulting from air transport activity and the 

optimal use of information technology in air services, while continuing to 

raise safety indicators. And civil aviation security. 

In the same context, Mr. Attiya bin Saeed Al-Zahrani wrote an article 

entitled: “Airports of the Future and Air Travel,” in which he said that the 

airport industry in the world has witnessed significant growth during the 

past decade, as many countries and companies investing in this field have 

pumped hundreds of billions of dollars through... In order to expand 

airports and develop investment in them to keep pace with the accelerating 

development of the aviation industry and the development of future 

airports, through modernizing systems Developing operating patterns and 

creating smart applications that improve the traveller’s experience, 

enhance the international and regional position in the global travel sector, 

and result in quality efficiency and sustainability in the field of the aviation 

and aircraft industry. From time to time, the pace of technological 
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transformations continues to be accelerated by specialists in the aviation 

industry and airports by building advanced sets of technologies. The most 

modern and advanced airport has many smart systems in its operations 

with the aim of achieving the highest levels of efficiency and providing the 

best services to its passengers, which maintains its position compared to 

other airports around the world. 

On another topic, Captain Ahmed Shady wrote under the title: 

“Applications of drones in civil uses,” where he pointed out that in light of 

the progress the world is witnessing in the field of air transport and aircraft, 

the percentage of use of drones has increased and their importance has 

increased in various fields. There are major countries seeking to use drones 

(in various fields, especially the military and war fields), which have been 

using this technology since the last century in world wars and others. 

The new issue also included the timetable for the organization’s training, 

workshops, and seminars during the last three months of 2023 and for 

2024, which was included in the introduction to the issue, in addition to the 

organization’s activities from July to September 2023, and a number of 

other reports and articles. 
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Safety Enhancement Initiatives Group 

SEIG/5  

 

ACAO as member of the Safety Enhancement Initiatives Group SEIG has 

participated in the 5th Meeting of this group, which has been held in Doha, 

Qatar the 20-22 October 2023. The meeting has been chaired by Dr. 

Mohamed Hushki.  The meeting was attended by a total of fifty-two (52) 

participants from ten (10) States (Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Libya, 

Qatar, Saudi Arabia, UAE and Yemen), three (3) Organizations (ICAO, ACAO, 

and IATA) and Boeing. 

The meeting commenced by the presentation of the statute progress of the 

safety enhancement initiatives agreed at the MID RASP 2020-2022. The 

MID-RASP 2023-2025 Edition has been presented and new SEIs has been 

agreed for the period 2023-2025. Also, the statute of implementation of 

the 2023 SEIs has been presented, including the endorsement of the 

guidance material (RSA) on the carriage and transport of lithium batteries. 
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The meeting noted also the MID region safety priorities split in 3 categories: 

Operational, Organisational and Emerging risks. 

In addition, the meeting noted the progress done in the implementation of 

the NASP by the MID States. The meeting was followed by a WorkShop on 

the development of the NASP. 
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The twenty-fifth meeting of the 

Environment Committee in the field of 

civil aviation was held Via video 

communication technology 

 

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization held the twenty-fifth meeting of the 

Environment Committee via visual communication technology during the 

period from October 31 to November 2, 2023. 

During this session, which witnessed the participation of 20 experts 

representing 10 member states of the organization, the participants 

discussed developments and topics related to environmental protection in 

the field of civil aviation at the international and regional levels. 

The Committee also discussed, in particular, the follow-up of the 

implementation of the Committee’s program and work priorities, the 
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technical support and assistance programme, and capacity-building 

activities for the benefit of Member States. 
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ACAO 49th Air Navigation Committee 

Meeting ANC/49  

The ACAO 49th Air navigation Committee Hybrid meeting ANC/49 has been 

held in rabat, Morocco, in the ACAO HQ, during the period 31 Oct – 1 Nov 

2023, 08:30 to 11:30. H.E. Mr. Manar Abdennebi DG of the ACAO opened 

the meeting welcoming the participants. The meeting has been chaired by 

Mr. Waleed Alanezi representative of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, who 

was elected to chair that committee in absence of the Chair & vicechair. 

The secretariat was ensured by Hicham Bennani Air navigation Expert 

within ACAO.   

The meeting was attended by a total of 14 participants from 5 States and 2 

Organisations. 

In addition to the review of the list of actions and decisions taken as result 

of the previous session, the meeting adopted a series of recommendations 

regarding the implementation of the GNSS (considering the outcomes of 

the ACAO GNSS SG/3 meeting which is working on the edition of the new 

version of the ACAO GNSS Strategy and roadmap, considering all 

opportunities for implementation of the SBAS as well as the GBAS), the 

ATFM (which convene on the main orientation for the ACAO ATFM strategy 

considering the Middle east multi-nodal concept and South Mediterranean 

ATFM solution) and recent development of the Over Flight Permit. 

The participants discussed the frequency management challenges and 

ACAO support on the update of the associated FF tool. 
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ACAO 51st Safety Committee Meeting - 

ASC/51 Jeddah, KSA,7th Nov 2023 

Hybrid 

 

The ACAO 51st Safety Committee meeting ASC/51 has been conducted in 

Jeddah, KSA, Rabat, Morocco, the 7 November 2023, under Hybrid form. 

Eng. Manar Abdennebi DG of the ACAO opened the meeting welcoming the 

participants. The meeting has been chaired by Mr. Ammous Mohamed 

Representative of the State of Palestine, Vis Chairperson of the committee. 

The secretariat was ensured by Hicham Bennani Safety Expert within the 

ACAO. 

 The meeting was attended by a total of 12 participants (6 in person) from 

8 States (6 Members and 2 Observers). 

In addition to the review of the list of actions and decisions taken as result 

of the previous session, the meeting adopted a series of recommendations 

regarding the implementation of MENA ARCM (outcomes of the 3rd & 4th 

meeting), the MENA RSOO (preparation of the launching MENA RSOO 
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activities on the side line of the ICAN in Riyadh, KSA on 6 December 2023), 

as well as the ACAO Plan of activities for 2023-2024. 

The meeting also initiated a new initiative regarding the establishment of a 

pool of experts/Auditors for supporting Member States in the USOAP CMA 

Activities. 

 In the side line of the meeting the ACAO attended the MENASASI/ISASI 

seminar on the Accident investigation. It has been attended by 198 

participants from several States and organizations. The meeting was 

addressed important topics such as Challenges on Meteorological 

Information Interpretation, Hi-Tech in Accident Investigation - Beyond 

Conventional Approach, Bridging Annex13 and 19 benefiting safety gains 

early in an investigation, The Management of Change during a period of 

constant Change, Mental Health Issues and Support System in Aviation. The 

ACAO participated in this event by a presentation on the safety/just culture 

and Accident investigation. 
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Interregional Seminar on Threat 

Assessment and Risk Management, Doha- 

Qatar, 14 & 15 November 2023 

 

The Qatar civil Aviation Authority (QCAA) hosted the Interregional Threat 

Assessment and Risk Management Seminar‚ which took place in Doha on 

14 and 15 November 2023. 

The Interregional Seminar was jointly organized by the European Civil 

Aviation Conference (ECAC)‚ the Arab Civil Aviation Organization (ACAO)‚ 

and the African Civil Aviation Commission (AFCAC). 

More than 100 participants from 51 African and Arab States‚ organizations 

and industry stakeholders exchanged information and the best practices 

during the Seminar‚ where presentations were given by 16 international 

experts. 
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The main objective of the Seminar was to bring together both regulators 

and stakeholders to understand the various threats to the aviation 

ecosystem and comprehend ways to constantly review its level key assets. 

This was in addition to further examining the relationship between threat‚ 

vulnerability‚ risk‚ and estimating the impact on airline and airport 

operations. 

Further‚ it aimed to develop and implement an agreed approach on 

national risk assessment methodology; and develop effective mitigating 

measures. 

The Seminar was also including a discussion on challenges faced in the 

implementation of risk assessment. 

 

 

 


