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x AACO 53rd AGM
(virtual) - closed session
for member airlines

AACO held its virtual 53rd AGM, on 3
November, 2020 under the chairmanship
of Mr. Mohamad A. El-Hout, Director

3 General and Chairman of Middle East

S Airlines, with the participation of Chief
Executive Officers of AACO member
airlines.

Post AGM
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Training course

on IS0 43001 quality standards
related to occupational safety
and health system

Objective:
In light of developments
regarding the new Corona pandemic
(Covid 19), and within the framework of
measures and requirements related to
public health upon returning to the normal
course of air traffic, the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization is organizing a seminar on I1SO
45001 quality standards related to the
occupational safety and health system. The
course aims to understand the principles of
Prepare a robust workflow to manage all
organizations' occupational health and safety
needs and explain the basic requirements
needed to embed procedures and
controls within the organization in
line with international best
practices.

Beneficiaries:
Aviation authorities,
airlines, and airports
service providers .
Duration:
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developed by ICAO as the
basis for a common and
consistent basis for safely
restoring air connectivity;
e CALLS UPON governments
to put in place systematic
testing of international
travelers as a means to reopen

international borders on a
non-discriminatory basis and
without quarantine restrictions;

and

e CALLS UPON governments
to ensure that aviation workers
and international travelers

RESOLUTION ON AVIATION’S
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are prioritized for COVID-19
vaccination once safe and
effective COVID-19 vaccines
become available and health
care workers and vulnerable
groups have been protected.

COMMITMENT TO RECONNECT THE WORLD SAFELY AND SUSTAINABLY

NOTING the devastation that
the impact of the COVID-19
crisis  has  brought to
economies around the world;

RECOGNIZING that pre-
COVID-19 the aviation,
travel and tourism industries
supported 88 million jobs
but that, due to the crisis,
46 million of those jobs are
currently at risk;

ACKNOWLEDGING that the
government support (totaling
USD173 billion to date) which
has helped limit the number
of airline bankruptcies in the
crisis, is diminishing in many
jurisdictions;

WARNING  that, despite
severe cost cutting and
restructuring, airline financial
failure remains at risk;

EMPHASIZING that a safe,
environmentally sustainable
and financially viable airline
industry is critical to the

eventual economic recovery
from COVID-19;

RECALLING aviation’s
resilience in responding to
previous crises; and

RECOGNIZING that the
unprecedented scale of
the COVID-19 crisis  will
require even greater levels of
cooperation and coordination

between industry and
governments;
RESOLUTION

The 76th IATA Annual
General Meeting:

e AFFIRMS that safety will
always be the top priority of
every airline; and

— CALLS on governments to
work with airlines to maintain
safety standards and critical
skill levels during the crisis
and in a safe re-start and
scale-up of operations in the
recovery.

e REAFFIRMS that the
strong commitment of IATA

member airlines to respond
to humanity’s challenge of
climatechangeisunwavering;
— PLEDGES to achieve the
industry’s target of reducing
net CO2 emissions to half of
2005 levels by 2050 and to
explore pathways collectively
to reach net zero emissions in
aviation; and

— URGES governments to
support the transition to
sustainable aviation fuels
and avoid cost-ineffective
instruments such as ticket or
carbon taxes.

e CALLS on governments
to prioritize comprehensive

financial support and
regulatory alleviations
to preserve aviation’s

financial viability and critical

employment levels.
e COMMITS to safely and
sustainably reconnect the

world and restore the benefits
that the freedom to fly brings
to individuals and economies.
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IATA AGM Calls for Reopening Borders with Testing and Without Quarantine

A Y
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Geneva - The International Air
Transport Association (IATA)
76th Annual General Meeting
(AGM) unanimously resolved
to urgently call on governments
to re-open borders to travel.
IATA is proposing systematic
testing of international
travelers which would permit
the lifting of border restrictions
and provide an alternative to
current quarantine rules.

Quarantines essentially
kil demand for air travel
and governments need to
immediately  consider the

drastic socio-economic effect
this is having. International air
travel continues to be down

RESOLUTION ON THE REOPENING OF INTERNATIONAL BORDERS

90% on 2019 levels. Current
estimates are that as many as
46 million jobs supported by air
travel could be lost and that the
economic activity sustained by
aviation will be reduced by US
$1.8 trillion.

“People want and need global
mobility. The International Civil
Aviation Organization (ICAO)
Take-off measures make flying
safe. But border closures,
movement  restrictions and
guarantine measures make
travel impossible for most.
We must manage how we live
with the virus. But that does
not have to mean destroying
aviation, risking millions of
jobs, crippling economies and
tearing apart the international
social  fabric. We could
safely open borders today
with  systematic COVID-19
testing,”said Alexandre
deduniac, Director
General

IATA’s
and CEO.

In its resolution the AGM also:
. Reaffirmedtheindustry’s

continuing commitment  to
implementing globally agreed
biosafety  protocols,

. Encouraged

governments to implement
guidance developed by ICAQ,

o Asked governments
to ensure that aviation staff
and international travelers
are prioritized for COVID-19
vaccination once safe and
effective treatments become
available and health care
workers and vulnerable groups
have been protected.

The AGM also reinforced the
vital role of air transport in
facilitating the global response
to the pandemic, including the
timely distribution of medicines,
testing Kits, protective
equipment and eventually
vaccines around the world.

LAMENTING the serious public
health impacts of COVID-19
and extending sympathies
to those affected and their
families;

REGRETTING the devastating
consequences of the pandemic
for travel and tourism including
the loss of as many as 46 million
jobs supported by air travel
and a reduction of USD1.8
trillion in the economic activity
supported by aviation;
EXPRESSING GRAVE
CONCERNthatborder closures

and quarantine measures
have led to a 90% reduction
in international air travel and
threaten the huge economic
and social benefits created by
global air connectivity;

REINFORCING the vital role
of air transport in facilitating
the global response to the
pandemic, including the timely

distribution  of  medicines,
testing Kits, protective
equipment and eventually

vaccines around the world;

RESOLUTION

The 76th IATA Annual General
Meeting:

e AFFIRMS the continuing
commitment of member
airlines to implementing
globally agreed biosafety

protocols to ensure that air
travel is not a meaningful
vector for further international
spread of COVID-19 or other
communicable diseases;
e ENCOURAGES governments
to implement guidance
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their ROIC is expected to recover
consequently.

Aircraft

Aircraft  deliveries for 2020,
have been cut by half, reaching
800 aircrafts. 1301 deliveries
are expected for 2021 but
cancellations and postponements
are probably going to take place
in light of the slow recovery of the
industry up until 2024 where the
demand is expected to stabilize.
In parallel, aircraft retirement plans
will accelerate and old aircrafts
will be retired or put into storage,
and the market is not expected to
reach pre crisis levels until 2024.
The available fleet will
consequently decrease to 24.500
aircrafts with an overall capacity
of 3.4 million available seats, 23
percent less compared to 2019
and a lower passenger load factor.

Fuel

The expected fuel expenses for
this year will decline by 13 percent,
averaging 55 billion dollars due to
the grounding of global fleet and
the general collapse of the fuel
market. The expected recovery in
2021 will consequently increase
the global industry expenses in
terms of fuel (45.5/ b for the
Brend and an average jet price of
49.1/b for 2021).

Fuel efficiency policies followed by
airlines aim at reducing the costs
by replacing the older fleet and
implementing efficiency strategies
in terms of airports and airlines
inefficiencies costing an average
of 5 percent of fuel burns yearly.
Forecasts show an improvement

in that perspective reaching 2
percent in 2021.

CO2 emissions on their side
are expected to be lower (-47
percent) than in 2019. Throughout
the planned recovery in 2021,
the levels will rise again being
still below pre crisis levels (-33
percent).

Labor

Severely hit by the ongoing
pandemic, labor marks a 1.9
million job losses in 2020 and a
setback in terms of productivity.
Wages will also mark a clear-cut
decline; however, the pressure
on airline margins will not be
alleviated. The average GVA for
national economies generated by
an average airline employee will
decline by 34.9 per cent and no
improvement will be registered
until 2021.

Infrastructure

Thefallinterms of passenger traffic
has generated an infrastructure
cost reduction (-45per cent) in
2020 while increasing unit costs.
The major challenge ahead during
traffic recovery will definitely to
limit airspace inefficiencies that
have been eased by the airspace
closure to passenger traffic during
covid 19 pandemic.

Regions

With a net loss in 2020 of 45.8 bn
dollars, North American airlines
are expected to promptly recover
in 2021, due to their large domestic
market, with net profit margin
increasing from -41.4 percent to
-6.8 percent.

Issue 41
December 2020

The European market will recover
in a slower pace due to the
importance of its international
service. Net losses for the period
reached 26.9 billion and the
second waive prevented intra-
European traffic to compensate
partly the losses. Expected losses
for 2021 will reach 11.9 billion
and revenues will peak around 12
percent.

Being the first region hit by the
pandemic, Asia Pacific has
started its recovery way back
before other regions leaning on its
large domestic markets with the
Chinese domestic market already
reaching its pre-crisis levels and
expecting to cash breakeven
by the end of the year. Airlines
are trying to stimulate demand
by reducing fares and taking
maximum advantage from Cargo
to alleviate the losses.

Middle Eastern airlines were going
through a deep restructuring
when the pandemic hit the world.
Due to their lack of large domestic
markets and their dependence
on international service, they
have registered important losses
reaching 7.1 billion in 2020 and an
expected 10.8 net loss in terms of
margins expected for 2021.

Latin  American airlines were
already put under financial
pressure prior to Covid 19 and
their recovery is expected to be
slow with forecasts pointing a 3.3
billion net losses for 2021.



Reports

Issue 41
December 2020

The airline industry at a glance: mid-year economic indicators and performance
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Consumers
With global fleet grounded and
countries  worldwide imposing

travel restrictions, global RPK have
declined by 66 percent in 2020.
This massive decline is expected
to cease with the availability of the
vaccine initiating thus the recovery
of the global air travel market. Low
tickets fares and travel costs in
general will stimulate demand
alongside world trade growth
and global RPK is expected to
improve by 50 percent in 2021.
Industry view on the market’s
evolution remains divided and
floating between hopes of quick
restart and recovery and further
deterioration due to the pandemic.

Wider economy

City pair connectivity registered
a loss of 33 per cent due to the
global pandemic compared to last
year. Recovery of unique city pair
connections will not be full by the
end of the present year.

In parallel the total expected value
of Cargo shipped by airis expected
to reach 5.8 trillion dollars this year
i.e. 10 per cent lower than last year
but is expected to overcome these
levels by 2021.

Tourists expenditures have
declined by 59 per cent compared
to 2019 with a total 347 billion and
are expected to reach 559 billions
by 2021 reaching thus the levels
of 2012.

Employments on their parts
whether directly or indirectly
supported by the air transportation
sector registered a 51 per cent
decline compared to 2019.

Government

With an average of 111 billion
dollars per year generated by the
aviation sector, the air transport
industry’s collapse due to Covid
19 has pushed governments to
step up and provide their support
using different methods: capital
injections, loans, tax payment

deferment, tax liability reduction,
wage subsidies to preserve jobs,
etc, with a total as of November
2020 reaching 173 bn dollars.

Capital providers

Last year, debt providers have
not been rewarded in terms
of capital risk with differences
among regions North America
being better off while Asia pacific
suffered from the high levels of
competitivity of its own market.
Since Covid 19 pandemic, the
industry has registered a negative
ROIC of -17.7 per cent with North
America and FEurope harshly
impacted with a double digit
negative ROIC. On the other hand,
airlines operating margins are
expected to be under pressure for
2021 with difficulties downsizing
their costs. Recovery of regional
markets will be supported by
those beneficiating from large
domestic markets like Pacific
Asia and North America and
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[t is undeniable that national

and local security programs
and related procedures and
measures have witnessed a

quantum leap in recent years. |t
is also undeniable that skills and
experience acquired by operators
and stakeholders have enabled
them to implement procedures
and measures on one hand and
operational requirements on the
other hand in a more flexible and
effective manner that responds to
the specificity of airport operations.
Through the aforementioned, the
appropriate national authorities
must make use of these
experiences and best practices in
implementing procedures during
their preparation or amendment
of national security programs
and work towards establishing
a climate of trust and mutual
respect among operators and
stakeholders on one side, and the
national appropriate authorities
on another side. Mutual trust is
indeed required within the risk
management system in order to
facilitate information exchange
processes to support efforts in
detecting  threats, assessing
risks, and developing necessary
mitigation measures.

3.3 Mandatory rules and
ready-made templates
are not always the best
solution in managing the
risk system

Experience has shown that it is

very difficult to create an efficient
system based solely on theoretical
prescriptions without taking into
account the specificity of the
operational nature of the various
operators and stakeholders. It is
also not possible to implement a
one-size fits all system. Therefore,
the appropriate national
authorities must develop their
legislation and security programs
that are meant to be implemented
and work to address security gaps
by establishing result based rules
and not theory and templates
oriented knowing that these could
be virtual and unresponsive to
meet operators and stakeholders’
operational requirements.

4.3 Positive interaction
with operators and
stakeholders in order to
establish an effective and
efficient risk management
system

The success of any system
depends on establishing a climate
of confidence between the various
stakeholders and those involved
in aviation security, whether at
the national or local level. It also
relies on adopting a constructive
dialogue in order to develop and
improve this system.

Positive interaction means to
invite operators and stakeholders
to contribute effectively to
this dialogue and to facilitate
information exchange and
experience sharing mechanisms
in order to help the on one hand,
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competent authorities set up
effective security programs and to
ensure procedures and measures
harmonization with operational
requirements on the other hand.
In  conclusion, applying the
methodology to assess threats
and risks and analyzing actual
risks would help civil aviation
authorities and relevant aviation
security stakeholders, operators
and involved parties, to identify
and implement  appropriate
preventive  measures. It s
important that security measures
and procedures are flexible and
proportionate to the assessment
of threats and risks, so that these
measures and procedures vary
according to the variable elements
comprised in the threat and risk
assessment  methodology.
Whenever the security authorities
are notifying a specific danger
or threat, the civil aviation
authorities should apply specific
preventive measures 2 in line
with the assessment of the risks
associated with the nature of
the threat and its severity, and
therefore it is important that
the level of risk is subject to
continuous evaluation, taking into
account the international, regional
and national situations.

2 References: - Annex 17 «Security» to the Chicago Convention
- ICAO Document 8973, «Security Manual»
- ICAO Document 10108, « ICAO Aviation Security Global Risk Context Statement”
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determine the risks and threat
levels according to the ICAO
classifications (5 classifications).
They will also work to provide
the necessary material and
human resources to ensure the
proper functioning of this team or
committee. It is important for the
country to have a clearly defined
plan that reflects its strategy in
this area, to be taken into account
while this team carries out its risk
assessment tasks.

2.2 Determining the
institution or department
risk exposure

Basically, the identification and
recognition of the danger enables
the detection of how, when and
where the accident occurred,
and thus it can be addressed in a
timely manner and the causes of
its emergence can be addressed
from its sources and roots (Root
causes).

3.2 Risk assessment and
setting priorities
Evaluating each risk  and
determining the possibility of its
occurrence enables to evaluate
its size and the seriousness
of its occurrence, which
will  help determine security
priorities related to risk size and
seriousness. This method allows
setting the necessary measures
to address these threats in
accordance with the priorities that
have been identified through this
approach.

4.2 Evaluating the
procedures, analyzing the
results, and preparing a
corrective action plan
In order to be able to evaluate

the current measures and the
mitigation measures that have
been implemented to address the
threats and in order to analyze
the results of the implementation,
there is a need for a system
capable of measuring the
effectiveness of these measures.
This system should also enable
the development of a corrective
action plan to address the
shortcomings that are detected,
whether related to resources or
procedures.

5.2 Evaluation and
Reporting

It is important for the authorities
to have the ability to evaluate
the security measures and
procedures that are implemented
and to report continuously
on every defect or deficiency
concerning its implementation
or the effectiveness of the
procedures and to work on
developing corrective plans to
address this deficiency if it is
reported in a timely manner.
6.2 Follow-up and monitoring

The concerned authorities and
the Risk Assessment Committee
should monitor, on an ongoing
basis, the threats targeting
civil aviation and evaluate the
effectiveness of the measures that
have been put in place to address
and reduce the risks of these
threats.

3 The importance of
establishing an aviation
security risk management
system

Ariskmanagement systemis of the
utmost importance in establishing
effective evaluation mechanisms
for security programs, procedures
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and related measures. The
effective implementation of these
mechanisms would enable the
concerned authorities to:

e |dentifying aviation
security priorities

e Determining required
human and material

resources
e  Evaluating procedures
and related measures

e Enhancing appropriate

authorities’ capacity to
monitor and supervise
various  aviation  security

operations.
In order to establish an effective
and efficient risk management
system, higher authorities must
adopt the following principles:

1.3 Adopting a risk based
approach
The likelihood of an act of unlawful
interference against the aviation
security system varies with the
sensitivity of operations and the
volume of activity carried out
by airport operators and other
stakeholders. Consequently,
mitigation measures will differ from
one part to another according to
threats classification and the
probability of their occurrence.
The adoption of a risk-based
approach,

focusing on specific goals
and  taking into  account
various degrees, will enable
the rationalization in terms of
resources use, efforts distraction
and will allow appropriate
authorities efforts to be in line
with level of threat. It would make
mitigation and response measures
more effective and realistic.
2.3 Considering operators and
stakeholders as trusted partners
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Threat and Risk Assessment / Risk Management System in Aviation Security '
Engineer / Atef Ajili Expert - Aviation Security Adviser and ICAO International Auditor

1- Presentation

Identifying, understanding and
addressing the potential risks to
civil aviation, is the most effective
method in facing continuing
terrorist threats. The seventeenth
annex to the Chicago Convention
“Security” requires that each
contracting State continue to
review the nature of the threat
to civil aviation operations on its
territory and adapt the relevant
elements in its national civil
aviation security program.
Countries should base their risk
assessmentonasolidmethodology
and sensing the risk posed by the
environment should be based
on clear evidence, especially
in the cases where Annex 17
«Security» stipulates periodic risk
assessment procedures to ensure
accuracy in terms of assessment
and continuous follow up of all
existing and emerging threats.
ICAO Document «10108: ICAO
Aviation Security Global Risk

Context Statement» defined the
level of threats and risks targeting
global civil aviation in addition to
presenting its methodology for
assessment. It is recommended
that States be guided by this
document, even if the threats
targeting the country differ from
the global threats included in this
document.

Threats to civil aviation are
complex and diverse and it
makes them difficult to detect and
respond to as terrorists are always
targeting weaknesses of the
aviation security system in order
to exploit them in carrying out their
attacks.

Since September 11, 2001, events,
many attacks or attempts atterrorist
attacks against international civil
aviation have been recorded.
Terrorists have used various
means and techniques to bypass
the security measures put in place
by States to detect and respond
to these attacks or attempts in a
timely manner. It is important to
point out that, throughout history,
terrorist attacks have not excluded
any country or region, and that
terrorism has neither a homeland,
religion, nor a language.

2- Establishing an aviation
security risk management
system

Classifying threats and assessing

related risk would allow States to
identify appropriate procedures
and control measures in order
to address those threats / and
mitigate their consequences for
civil aviationin case of occurrence.
A national or / or local risk
assessment (at the airport or
/ or at any other stakeholder
level), guided by global risk,
provides important and useful
information on the methods and
types of potential terrorist attacks.
All of these mechanisms and
approaches must be managed
according to a clear system
established by the State, which
must include a clear methodology
for assessing risks and an
understandable mechanism for
exchanging information between
various aviation security actors
and stakeholders, whether
at the international level or /
and the regional level or / and
the national level. In Aviation
Security Document (8973), ICAO
recommends that States adopt
the following stages during the
establishment of an aviation
security risk management system:

1.2 Establishing a clear risk
assessmentmethodology

The concerned higher authorities
should adopt a methodology in
assessing the risks that target
their civil aviation and create a
committee or team in charge
of risk assessment in order to

" References: - Annex 17 «Security» to the Chicago Convention
- ICAO Document 8973, «Security Manual»
- ICAO Document 10108, « ICAO Aviation Security Global Risk Context Statement”
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Ibrahim Bennadi

The World Health Organization
has chosen Dr. Mohamed
Moussif, Head of Public Health at
Mohammed V International Airport,
National Coordinator at Entry
Points in the Kingdom of Morocco
and Professor Manaf Al-Qahtani,
Consultant in Infectious Diseases
at Bahrain Airport, to participate in
the International Travel and Health
Development Group (GDG) for the
rapid review of measures Public
health in the aviation sector.

Atthe beginning of last September,
the World Health Organization
had chosen Moroccan Mohamed
Moussif a member of a committee
to evaluate its international health
regulations, along with other Arab
medical competencies.

Bahraini Manaf Al-Qahtani is
considered one of the most skilled
doctors in the field of clinical
biology, and he is twice qualified
in North America and works within
the Royal Medical Services in the
Bahrain Defense Force and is an
associate professor of medicine
and a principal researcher at
the Royal College of Surgeons
in Ireland (University of Bahrain
Medical). Master of Health
Care Administration (MBA) from

Tulane University, New Orleans
since June 2019. He was Vice
President of the Bahrain Medical
Association from  2016-2019,
and was appointed Chair of the
Physicians Disciplinary Committee
at the National Health Regulatory
Authority from 2017-2018.

Al-Qahtani has won numerous
awards for his contributions to
the antimicrobial care program
and patient-centered care
initiatives and has numerous
international publications focusing
on antimicrobial resistance
and intervention strategies in
preventing health care-associated
infections, and is an editor in

the Journal of Antimicrobial
Chemotherapy «Antimicrobial
Resistance”.

Dr. Mohamed Moussif, who
is the chief medical officer at
Casablanca International Airport
and the national coordinator of the
entry points program in Morocco,
is considered one of the leading
experts in the field of infectious
diseases.

Dr. Muhammad Moussif was
responsible  for the health
measures that were implemented
at the border during Ebola in 1996,
then SARS, H1N1 virus, Ebola,
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Moussif and Al-Qahtani are part of the International Travel and Health Services Deve-
lopment Group

Zika, and currently COVID-19.

Dr. Moussif is a graduate of the
Center for Global Health Security
at Chatham House in London. He
holds an MSc in Public Health
as well as an MBA in Health
Infrastructure Management. He
also holds a Diploma in Aviation
Medicine from the European
School of Aviation Medicine in
Frankfurt and a Diploma in Travel
Health from the Liverpool School
of Tropical Medicine as well as a
degree in Occupational Medicine.
Dr. Moussifisamember of the CDC
COVID-19 Steering Committee for
Africa, a member of the World
Health Organization (WHO)
group to develop guidelines for
ITH (International Travel and
Health) and a member of the
World Health Organization (WHO)
group to develop guidelines on
the effectiveness and impact of
travel and trade restrictions during
Disease outbreak.

Dr. Moussif has been a part of
revising nearly all WHO guidelines
and handbooks related to points
of entry since 2003, and as a
WHO expert in the field of entry
points, he has undertaken more
than fifty assignments including
consultations and seven Joint
External Assessments (JJEs). Heis
the medical advisor to the General
Directorate of Civil Aviation in
Morocco and responsible for
the travel health project in the
Directorate of Epidemiology and
Disease Control.

The 13-member group is chaired
by Dr. Andrea Bugeld, a medical
microbiologist and infectious
disease physician with a degree
in tropical medicine and lifestyle
medicine ...
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Aviation in the G20 Summit

.

IBRAHIM RAWSAE

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
recently hosted an important
global  summit, namely, the
G20 summit that constitutes a
historic event for the Arab and
Islamic world. It comes in the
midst of an exceptional global
situation bringing about a set of
developments and humanitarian
implications considered
necessary to the world in general
and to the region in particular
and coinciding with the summit.
Covid-19 pandemic has definitely
affected the course of action of
the summit, which held its work
virtually for the first time, and the
Kingdom adhered to the agenda
despite the circumstances and
the cessation of air traffic, so the
meetings were held virtually as
well as the summit itself.

In view of this, the G20 summit,
which is being held in an Arab
Muslim country, and the birthplace
of revelation and peace and the
two holy mosques, has great
importance in directing the world’s
attentiontothe Kingdom, the leader
of many humanitarian initiatives in
the world. Consequently, it was
an opportunity to voice the Saudi
spirit for a full year, beginning with
the accession to the presidency
last year until the completion of

this one and the conclusion of the
summit. This has subsequently
reflected in many life activities,
as the buildings, taxis, airplanes,
runways, and street walls were
colored with the colors and
slogan of the group inspired by
the Saudi culture and the colorful
«Sadu» threads. Saudi Arabia’s
presidency of the G-20 reflected
the general atmosphere in Saudi
Arabia’s main cities, where social
media users of all kinds have been
active in setting the identity of the
20 and providing various young
creative products

In fact, the Kingdom, with its wise
leadership, was able to achieve
the impossible despite the
circumstances and to consider
humanitarian, development,
health, economic, environmental
and other issues as the reasons for
creating promising opportunities
for the next century. There is no
doubt that the aviation sector is
part of this amazing story, being
one of the main topics addressed
specially with regard to the effects
of the pandemic on the aviation
sector. Aviation has received the
attention of the G20 leaders, and
for this they have held numerous
ministerial and non-ministerial
meetings to encourage the
recovery of the travel and tourism
sector and seize the potential
opportunities for a faster economic
recovery after the Corona
pandemic. They also encourage
the increase of the sector’s
participation in comprehensive
and sustainable development to
achieve further development as
it is considered a major flexible
sector that contributes to the
growth of the global economy,
and enhances the experience
of safe and comfortable travel
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whilst improving the traveler’s
experience.

The importance of the summit
stems from its comprehensive
contents calling for resolute
measures to stop the loss of human
lives and the suffering of many
citizens of the world, and to take the
necessary measures to limit future
outbreaks of infectious diseases,
while underlining the importance
of stimulating the economy and
the flow of trade exchange, and
bringing the necessary attention
to helping developing and least
developed countries to cope with
this pandemic

The summithosted by the Kingdom
is strengthened by possibilities
that have attracted attention
through the great transformation
and economic and developmental
progress achieved through the
Kingdom’s vision (2030) led by
His Highness the Crown Prince,
may God protect him, and its
inspiring initiatives and strategic
goals targeting comprehensive
and sustainable development
and a bright future for all sectors,
including the aviation industry and
air transport, which is witnessing
a quality shift that includes the
modernization and development
of infrastructure, airports, air
navigation, logistics and all
components of this industry.
The civil aviation sector is one
of the most important sectors
that helped some countries
successfully overcome the Corona
crisis and the facilities it provides
to ensure food and medicine
deliveries and maintain supply
and supply chains, as 35% of the
value of global trade exchange
is transported by air. These
constitute pillars brought to the
interest of the summit participants.
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Boeing 737 Max Genesis of a rebirth

March 13, 2019, a worldwide grounding sentence
is issued for the Boeing 737 Max fleet after the two
fatal accidents, namely Ethiopian airlines 302 and
the Lion Air flight 610. The 737 Max became subject
of multiple investigations and lawsuits after being
considered the American technology and ingenuity
success story. Undoubtedly, the compliance to FAA
standards was questioned and the investigation
of the US house committee on transportation and
infrastructure will take 18 months to release its
final report, ensure flaws tracking and launch the
recertification process marking the rebirth of the
MAX.

FINDINGS

The design and development of the MAX has missed,
according to the report, many opportunities that
could have put the airplane on a safe track.

Two years back, the FAA granted an amended type
certificate to the Boeing Max, as the 4th generation
of the 737-model airplane and the 12th derivative
model of the 737 aircraft. Two months after its entry
into service, the aircraft registered its first fatal crash.
Among the findings many concerns related to the
MCAS as a safety critical system.

RECERTIFICATION AND FLIGHT TEST
US aviation authority FAA published a so-called
airworthiness directive advisory on November
18, detailing the requirements for the return of the
Boeing 737 MAX to scheduled passenger service.
prerequisites to resuming operations in the U.S. were
issues as follows :

e For previously delivered 737 MAX airplanes, owner/
operators must incorporate all FAA-mandated design
changes and maintenance actions.

e For any future delivered 737 MAX airplanes, Boeing
is required to incorporate the same mandatory
actions. All US air-carrier pilots must complete the
737 MAX special training described in the 737 FSB
report before serving in a 737 MAX airplane. The FAA
will issue a CANIC for the 737 MAX that provides
information to the global aviation community on a
comprehensive set of actions that must be taken by
owner/operators to ensure a safe return to service.
The FAA will issue the CANIC before it issues an
AD containing mandatory continued airworthiness
information (MCAI).

As other CAAs consider returning the 737 MAX
to service in their jurisdictions, the FAA strongly
recommends:

e CAAs with 737 MAX aircraft on their respective
registries should mandate the pilot training identified
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in the 737 MAX FSB report as a minimum starting
point.

e Each State of Registry is responsible for the
continued airworthiness and continued operational
safety (COS) of aircraft on its registry. Accordingly, all
States of Registry should adopt the final FAA AD and
mandate the same changes in their own systems.
Through a thorough, transparent, and inclusive
process, the FAA has determined that Boeing’s
proposed changes to the 737 MAX design, flight crew
procedures and maintenance procedures effectively
mitigate the airplane-related safety issues that
contributed to the Flight 610 and Flight 302 accidents.
The FAA further determined that the proposed design
change also address safety concerns beyond those
that the accident investigations identified

FAA administrator Steve Dickson on 18 November
lifted the agency’s order barring US airlines from
operating the Max aircraft after 20 months of airlines
and Boeing storing the unused aircraft. The US
Senate confirmed Dickson based on his promise to
be strict with Boeing while testing and recertificating
Max aircraft. The administrator even flew a Max
during a safety test in September.

EASA TO RECERTIFY THE MAX
Following the FAA ungrounding of the MAX, EASA
is set to recertify the jet on January 2021. Twenty
experts have been involved in the process and
the agency has issues a Proposed Airworthiness
Directive covering the different changes including
the MCAS that was blamed for the two crashes and
the changes to pilot training. The European PAD is
compliant with the FAA one in terms of technical
changes with the exception that the European PAD
allows pilots to intervene to stop a stick shaker from
continuing to vibrate once it has been erroneously
activated by the system in order to prevent crew
distraction . EASA also, mandates that the aircraft’s
autopilot should not be used for certain types of high-
precision landings; this restriction is expected to be
implemented for a short period.

WHAT ABOUT THE PUBLIC

Restoring public trust is yet one of the biggest
challenges awaiting for the Max come back. Boeing
is expected to launch a huge campaign to explain to
the public why the plane is safe to fly and spending
billions of dollars in terms of compensation to
airlines for lost revenue and out-of-court settlements.
Changes in the top management of Boeing are also
expected during the coming months. However, will
this be enough to ensure the sustainability of the
Boeing 737 Max?
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Strategic Resolutions of AACO 53rd Annual General Meeting
on the Impact of COVID-19 on Air Transport Industry - 3 November 2020

Recognizing that the spread of COVID19- has
triggered the worst economic recession since the
“Great Depression” where global GDP is estimated
to shrink by %4.4 in 2020 over 2019 and the global
economy is estimated to lose USD 11 trillion in output
in 2020 and 2021; and

Witnessing the stringent measures, such as closing
borders and restricting travel, that were implemented
by states around the world to curb the spread of the
virus, and

Recognizing that air travel, combined with tourism,
is the most hit industry by the crisis where total year
RPKs and ASKs in 2020 are estimated to decline by
%66 and %54.2 respectively when compared to 2019,
and where at some point in April 2020 global RPKs
and ASKs declined by %94.3 and %87.0 respectively
when air travel almost came to a complete stop due to
border restrictions; and

Taking into consideration that air travel supports
millions of jobs around the world and that %57.1 of
global job losses were in the travel and tourism sector,
and

Recognizing that the recovery of air travel could take
up to 7 years to return to 2019 levels and that the
duration of the recovery depends on several elements
as listed below:

1. The time of the availability of a vaccine

2. The speed of the recovery of the economies
proportional travel health measures that are based on
the risk of the spread of

the virus

3. Governments’ mbracethevalueofairtravelthroughad
optingharmonizedand

proportional travel health measures that are based on
the risk of the spread of

the virus

4. Passenger confidence in the mitigation of COVID19-
exposure in air travel

5. The extent of the use of technology in the travel
journey

and,

Acknowledging that according to global scientific
surveys:

1. The overwhelming majority of new COVID 19 cases
are locally contracted

2. Only %2.9 of COVID cases were inbound travelers
3. Only %0.0000004 of transmission of the virus
happened onboard aircraft

%88 .4 of consumers won't travel if there’s a risk of
being quarantined

and,

Recognizing that AACO member airlines, airlines
around the world and a large number of airports
are using technology to achieve safe, seamless &
touchless travel, where possible, and

Since AACO member airlines are global airlines
reaching most areas of the globe and hence were
severely affected by the crisis, and reiterating that the
confidence of

consumers in air travel lies at the core of the recovery
of air transport and hence at the core of the recovery
of economies around the world since air transport, by
its nature, supports and advances all sectors of the
economy,

A. AACO53rdAGMurgesgovernmentsaroundtheworld
toembracethevalueof air travel through easing border
restrictions based on the air services agreements
in place and based on global health guidelines in
a harmonized and transparent manner through the
following:

1) Tofollowtheglobalrestartguidelinesdevelopedanda
doptedbylCAQ’s Council Aviation recovery Taskforce
(CART), and their updates, that gathers the World
Health Organization, the International Air Transport
Association, the Arab Civil Aviation Organization, a
number of states and other organizations, and with the
support of the Arab Air Carriers’ Organization.

2) To adopt a risk-based global health approach for
the restart of air transport that is based on the level
of the risk of transmission of the virus in different
countries, and apply the EU criteria on “test positivity
rate” and “testing rate”, whereby any travel health
measures would be based on the level of spread of
the virus in the country of origin.
3)Withthecurrentavailabilityof COVID -
19testsbeforeandaftertravel,to  remove quarantine
measures upon arrival and replace with testing.
4)ToadoptCOVID19-RapidTest,thatisbeingdeveloped
,whichcouldbe done prior to travel, whereby only who
test negative would be given permission to travel.
5)To adopt advanced biometric technologies on
security, customs, and passport control points
to complement the touchless technology already
implemented by most airlines and airports around the
world.

B. AACO 53rd AGM also mandates AACO Secretariat
General to continue its support and collaboration with
global and regional aviation and health authorities
and stakeholders around the world to implement
the above- mentioned pillars for the recovery of air
transport.
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The Arab Air Carriers Association holds its fifty-third general assembly
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Lebanon - The Arab Air Carriers Association held, on
November 3, 2020, its 53rd general assembly on an
exceptional basis via teleconference. The meeting
was headed by Mr. Mohamed Al-Hout, Director
General and Chairman of Middle East Aviation airline,
and Chairman of the 53rd General Assembly of the
Arab Air Carriers Association, with the participation
of the executive heads of the member airlines. The
closed session focused on the administrative and
financial issues of the Association, in addition to
the future strategy to overcome the Coronavirus
crisis and its impact on the air transport industry in
general and the member airlines of the association
in particular.

According to the communiqué issued by the
Association’s General Secretariat, the Fifty-third
General Assembly underlined the similarities related
to the spread of the new Corona virus and the
economic recession it has caused and the «Great
Depression» of 1929. This pandemic has resulted
into strict measures such as closing borders and
placing restrictions on travel, and makes it clear to
all that the recovery of the air transport sector may
require about 7 years to return to the levels of the
year 2019 and that the recovery period depends on
several factors. This comes at a time when scientific
and international studies prove that air travel is not a
vector for the Corona virus.

In conclusion, the 53rd General Assembly of the
Arab Air Carriers Association adopted a resolution
urging governments around the world to enhance the
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added value of air transport by easing restrictions on
borders pursuantto air transport services agreements
and by adopting harmonious and transparent health
measures that are based on global guidelines,
according to the 488th Resolution of the Council of
Arab Transport Ministers adopted during its 33rd
session on 21 and 22 October.

In his speech during the meeting, the Secretary-
General of the Association mapped out the impact
of the Corona virus on the economy, travel and
tourism, as global GDP declined by 4.4%, and
tourism decreased by 70%. This in turn led to a high
unemployment rate, as the economic crisis resulting
from the spread of the Corona epidemic caused
the loss of more than 346 million jobs, including
198 million jobs, with 57.1% of the total job losses
registered for the tourism and travel sector alone. On
the other hand, the sudden decrease in air travel led
to the grounding of 60% of the world fleet of aircrafts
during the month of May, and this percentage still
exceeds 30% in the month of September. The
Secretary-General indicated that airlines’ losses are
expected to reach $ 507 billion by the end of 2020.
The Secretary-General also listed some initiatives
that governments can adopt to speed up the process
of air transport recovery, including opening borders
and restoring normal life in the travel sector, while
providing government financial support for the air
transport sector, as government aid has so far only
covered 26.3% of the total losses registered by the
aviation sector and 11.8% of the total losses at the
Arab level.
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The ninth meeting of the Middle East Meteorological Working Group

(MET SG /9)

Teleconference meeting held on 7, 8 and 9 December 2020

Philip Rogers %

Ahmad Obeid £
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Within ~ the  framework  of
continuous coordination
and cooperation with similar
international and  regional
organizations, the Arab
Civil  Aviation  Organization
participated in  the ninth
meeting of the Middle East
Meteorological Working Group
(MET SG /9). The meeting was
held via teleconference on 7, 8
and 9 December 2020.

Duringthismeeting, participants
covered the recommendations
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and decisions emanating from
the seventeenth meeting of the
air navigation planning and
implementation regional group
and the seventh meeting of the
ICAQregional groupforsafetyin
the Middle East region - related
to the meteorological program.
They also discussed the most
important related global and
regional developments.

They also discussed,
meteorological planning and
implementation issues, and
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reviewed the implementation
of  WAFS and SADIS,
OPMET data requirements
and implementation status,
including a presentation of the
shortcomings of air navigation
in the meteorological field and
the future work program for this
team.

Fifty-one (51) participants from
(14) countries and four (04)
international organizations /
manufacturers attended this
meeting.
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decrease in the rates of demand
for air travel, and a decrease in
the rate of tourism bookings,
which affects the resources of
the countries, thus reducing the
rate of economic growth and
investments and marking thus
a decrease in countries’ GDP
globally.

He also praised the incentive
packages prepared by most
Arab countries to reduce the
economic and social impacts
of the outbreak of the Covid
19 epidemic, and the efforts
made by the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization, the Arab Tourism
Organization and the Arab
Air Transport Association, in
researching the economic and
social impacts of the Corona
pandemic, and especially in
issuing many distinguished
analytical reports, and for their
outstanding participation in the
crisis management team.

Itis worth noting that the agenda
of the session included many
issues related to tourism matters
in Arab countries, foremost of
which is support for the tourism
sector in the State of Palestine.
It also included a proposal to
hold an Arab-Chinese tourism
ministerial  conference  and
establish a mechanism for Arab-
Chinese cooperation, in order to
become a framework for fruitful
collective  cooperation. The
Council has updated criteria
for choosing the capital of Arab
tourism, including the extension
of the choice of Manama as
the capital of Arab tourism until

2021 due to the repercussions
of the emerging Corona virus
pandemic, and called for
Arab countries to submit their
nominations for the Arab capital
of tourism for the year 2022.
The council also discussed
the strategic vision and action
plan for establishing an Arab
economic and tourism forum on
a regular basis on the sidelines
of the meetings of the Arab
Ministerial Council for Tourism.
The participants also discussed
the provision related to the
support for the relaunch and
revitalization of the tourism and
travel sector in the Arab world
and the proposed solutions
to overcome the obstacles
facing tourism in the Arab
countries. It called the Council
of Arab Health Ministers to
adopt standard procedures
similar to the European Union
ones in a way that the required
health measures for prevention
depend entirely on the exposure
level to the emerging corona
virus for incoming passengers
originating from the concerned
country, and called Arab
countries to restart air traffic and
stimulate tourism between Arab
countries, through: Following
international guidelines
regarding health measures for
travel recommended by the
ICAO Council Working Group
(CART) and ensure follow up
on the gquideline related to
health measures for tourism
published by the Arab Tourism
Organization based on the
recommendations of the World
Health Organization, and urge
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the use of rapid examination at
airports before travel, allowing
only virus free passengers to
travel, reconsidering quarantine
procedures dispense in the
presence of a PCR test. The

decision emphasized the
need for insurance coverage
for travelers during their

travel, including coverage for
infection with the Coronavirus
while the General Secretariat
was assigned to coordinate a
joint meeting for the executive
offices of the Arab Ministerial
Councils for Tourism, Health and
Transportation, with the aim of
establishing the standardization
of health procedures related to
tourism and travel in the Arab
World to be implemented.

It was also announced during
the Council’s session that the
Secretary-General of the League
of Arab States His Excellency
Mr. Ahmed Aboul Gheit has
received a letter from the
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
Kingdom of Bahrain regarding
the nomination of Sheikha Mai
bint Mohammed Al Khalifa,
Chair of the Bahrain Authority for
Culture and Antiquities, for the
position of Secretary General of
the World Tourism Organization
during the meeting of the
organization’s executive office
in the month of January 2021,
given her long experience and
the high international standing
that she had acquired during
her tenure as Minister of Culture
and Information and President of
the Bahrain Authority for Culture
and Antiquities.
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The Council of Arab Tourism Ministers discusses the repercussions of
Covid on the tourism and travel sectors
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Engineer  Abdenbi  Manar,
Director General of the Arab
Civil  Aviation  Organization,
participated in the 23rd session
of the Arab Ministerial Council
for Tourism on December 23,
2020, hosted by the Kingdom
of Bahrain via distance
communication means. His
Excellency Mr. Zayed bin
Rashid Al Zayani, Ministry of
Industry, Trade and Tourism of
the Kingdom of Bahrain, chaired
the meeting and Manama
was chosen as the capital of
tourism for the year 2020. He
succeeded to the Ministry of
Tourism in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia Ahmed bin Ageel
Al-Khatib, Chairman of the
previous session of the Council.
The meeting agenda included
the study of the draft resolutions
submitted by the Executive
Office of the Arab Ministerial
Council for Tourism in its 27th
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meeting held on Tuesday,
December 22, 2020.

During his  speech, His
Excellency the President of
the current session at the
beginning of the meeting, the
latter valued the great efforts
and the pioneering role-played
by the Arab Ministerial Council
for Tourism in supporting and
enabling Arab tourism and
enhancing its role in various
fields. He also discussed the
challenges facing the Arab
tourism sector and underlined
the singular efforts carried
out by the Arab countries, in
terms of preserving the gains
and ensuring the continuity of
the growth and development
of this sector, and in terms of
diversification of the economy
and all vital sectors for Arab
countries as the basis of the
Council’'s  strategy.
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In his speech, His Excellency
Ambassador Kamal Hassan
Ali, Assistant Secretary-General
and Head of the Economic
Affairs Sector of the League of
Arab States, emphasized that
the exceptional circumstances
that the Arab region and the
world are witnessing as a result
of the Covid-19 epidemic,
especially the tangible decline
of many vital sectors, imposed
for everyone to undertake
measures and procedures that
will keep pace with this new
world while limiting the spread
of this pandemic and the extent
of its impact on the tourism and
travel sector in the Arab region.
His Excellency added that this
crisis has led to a massive
global rout in the tourism and
travel sector. The setbacks
included the loss of jobs for
a large number of workers, a
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A Training course on aviation security emergency management for Air
Navigation Service Providers

Rabat - The Arab Civil Aviation Organization
held a training course on “AVSEC emergency
management for Air navigation service
providers”, via the «Zoom» platform from 21
to 25 December 2020 from 09:30 to 11:00
GMT (UTC Time).

This session falls within the framework of
the partnership, cooperation and training
agreement between the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization and the Office National des
Aéroports in the Kingdom of Morocco. 49
participants benefited from the various
intervening structures in the air traffic
management system in the Kingdom of
Morocco: officials and frameworks of the
General Administration of Civil Aviation and

the National Office of Airports, officers of the
Royal Gendarmerie, and officers of the Royal
Air Force.

This  session reviewed international
requirements, obligations and provisions
related to the assessment of security threats
and risks related to ATM, as well as the
basic elements of emergency management
resulting from acts of unlawful interference
during ATM operations such as planning
and identifying responsibilities and terms
of reference for all those involved in an
emergency.

This training course also reviewed the basic
elements of an aviation security emergency
plan for air service providers.
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A distance Training course on establishing and managing an aviation se-
curity system related to air traffic management

ZAFFOU KONDAH

Rabat - A training course on «establishing
and managing an aviation security system
related to air traffic management» was
concluded, from 9 to 13 November 2020
from 09:00 to 10:45 GMT (UTC Time).

This session falls within the framework of the
Partnership, Coordination and Cooperation
agreement between the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization and the Office National des
Aeroports of the Kingdom of Morocco.
Forty participants from the different
governance structures related to Air the
Traffic Management System of the Kingdom
of Morocco benefited from this session
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including managers of the Office National
des Aéroports and officers of the Royal Air
Force.

The session reviewed civil aviation security
requirements, obligations and provisions
related to air traffic management and the
contribution of air traffic administration to
State’s public security in order to confront
security  threats, including electronic
threats and internal threats as well as the
requirements and provisions for establishing
and managing a civil aviation security system
for air service providers.
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Seminar DfT-ACAO on « Security Cargo»

Rabat - The UK Department for Transport (DfT)
and the Arab Civil Aviation Organization (ACAQO)
jointly organised a virtual seminar on security in
air cargo on 28 and 29 October 2020.

The main objectives of the seminar were to:

® review existing risks and mitigation measures
in relation to security in air cargo;

e share information and experience relating to
security in air cargo ;

e share industry practices in managing risks to
air cargo, to their operations and to their assets;
e discuss innovation and new technologies
being used in air cargo; and

e discuss the UK Cargo regime post-Brexit.

Participants had the opportunity to share their
experiencesonthe subjectofenhancingaircargo
security and were also able to share examples of
the latest technology they are using to secure

air cargo within their region. The seminar also
covered current and future challenges to the
cargo sector and the participants were able to
exchange views and best practice on threat
mitigation.

Moderated and lead by 10 international experts,
the seminar brought together 160 participants
from 30 States (Arab and African), 3 regional
organizations, regulatory authorities and industry
stakeholders.

ACAOQ and DfT agreed their cooperation should
be expanded by organising an annual dialogue
on aviation security under the umbrella of ACAO
and DfT.

ACAO and DIfT further agreed to establish
a Memorandum of Understanding and a
cooperation program for 2021-2022.
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A training course via telecommunication (WEBINAR) on ISO 45001 quality
standards related to the occupational safety and health system
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Rabat - On 26 to 27 October 2020, the Arab
Civil Aviation Organization, in partnership with
«Performance Qualité», a consultancy office
specialized in quality standards, organized a
training course via telecommunication using
the «Zoom» facility on the ISO 45001 quality

standard related to the occupational safety
and health system.
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Forty-Two participants representing aviation
authorities, airlines, and airports in the
Arab countries that are members of the
organization as well as representatives of the
African Civil Aviation Commission benefited
from this training session.
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During this session, principles for preparing
a framework for managing all health
and safety needs of organizations were
reviewed. Basic requirements necessary
to include procedures and controls within
the organization and to achieve the best
possible working conditions were also
explained to participants, including how to
implement and review occupational health
and safety policies for employees within
the organization in line with international
best practices. This session is part of the
Arab Civil Aviation Organization’s efforts to
contribute to raising awareness on measures
and requirements related to public health in
light of the developments related to the new
Corona virus pandemic (COVID 19).
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The thirty-second meeting of the Civil Aviation Security Committee of the
Arab Civil Aviation Organization through a video debate

S QARAMSEM

Rabat - The Civil Aviation Security Committee
of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization held its
32nd meeting through visual debate using the
«Zoom» program, from 1 to 3 December 2020,
in the presence of 16 frameworks representing
the member states of the organization, namely
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, the Kingdom
of Bahrain and the Republic of Tunisia The
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the Republic of Sudan,
the Republic of Iraq, the State of Palestine, the
State of Qatar, the Arab Republic of Egypt and
the Kingdom of Morocco.

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization reviewed the
measures it took in the framework of coordinating
Arab efforts and coordination with international
and regional organizations to limit the spread of
the new Coronavirus (COVID-19), as well as the
participants reviewed the procedures, measures
and challenges faced by member states to
implement security requirements in light of the
outbreak of the Corona pandemic. In this context,
the participants agreed to continue coordination
and consultations in this circumstance between
civil aviation security officials in the Arab
organization, and to hold the second coordination
meeting between supervisors and directors of
aviation security in the civil aviation authorities in
the member states to coordinate and exchange

better best practices related to aviation security
at this stage and prepare for the normal return
phase of activity traffic.

During this meeting, the participants also
discussed topics related to the latest
developments in aviation security, as a
questionnaire was adopted on the civil aviation
security system, which aims to establish a
database on the aviation security system in
the member states of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization. This is in order to prepare,
elaborate and develop cooperation and support
programs between states, including capacity-
building.

As a contribution to achieving the goals of the
Arab Civil Aviation Organization and promoting
joint Arab action, the committee adopted a
road map to prepare a draft unified standard
for licensing security screening personnel. It
also created a working group on cybersecurity.
Where the tasks and mechanisms of operation of
this group were approved.

Given the current developments and emerging
threats facing civil aviation security, the
committee adopted during its thirty-second
session a program and priorities for its work
during the year 2021.
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wishing success for the work of the committee.
For his part, the Chairman of the Committee,
Engineer Al-Hadi Al-Shorfadi, representative of
the Republic of Tunisia, welcomed the members
of the committee, stressing the importance of the
meeting and the topics included in its agenda,
wishing success to the organization and the
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member states, thanking the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization in the person of the Director
General and the expert of the committee for the
efforts made to facilitate the meeting And for its
continuous support to prepare for the return of
civil aviation activity to its normal state before the
outbreak of the new Corona epidemic.

The EUR/NAT DGCA-7 virtual meeting on Sustainable Funding of CAAs

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization, represented
by Eng. Mohamed REJEB, Air Navigation and Air
Safety Expert, attended the EUR/NAT DGAC-7
virtual meeting on Sustainable Funding of CAAs
held on 20 OCT 2020 from 14:00-16:00 CET.

The main objectives of the meeting were:
a. review the outcomes of the ICAO EUR/
NAT Workshop on Sustainable Funding of
Civil Aviation Authorities (CAAs);
b. discuss and exchange information on
sustainable funding best practices and
plans; and
C. monitoring progress report on the
EUR/NAT  implementation  of  CART
recommendations and measures based on
COVID-19 Contingency Related Differences
(CCRD) and COVID19 Response and
Recovery Implementation Centre (CRRIC)
online platform information.

83 participants from 34 States and 5 International
and Regional Organizations took part in the
teleconference.

The Meeting was chaired by the ICAO EUR/NAT
DGCA Chairman, Mr. Luis Ribeiro (DG CAA of

Portugal) who opened the meeting by welcoming
all participants and outlining the main objectives
of the meeting.

In her opening remarks, the ICAO Secretary
General, Dr Fang Liu, welcomed the ICAO EUR/
NAT Office’s recent workshop to start addressing
the CAA funding shortfall challenges being
faced in ensuring their safety, security, and
economic oversight functions in the pandemic
context, and appreciated that the EUR/NAT
DGCA meeting would be endorsing urgently
needed next steps. Dr. Liu concluded by
calling on national governments to provide the
financial support which was so urgently needed
to sustain the aviation sector, noting in addition
that the ICAO Council Aviation Recovery Task
force (CART) was in the process of considering
the inclusion of a risk management framework
for the evaluation of COVID-19 testing solutions,
as part of its Phase Il Take-off Guidelines.

Ms. Silvia Gehrer, Regional Director of the ICAO
Europe and North Atlantic (EUR/NAT) Regional
Office, provided the background of activities
undertaken by the EUR/NAT Office prior this
meeting and outlined the objectives and
proceedings of the meeting.
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The forty-fifth meeting of the Aviation Safety Committee was held through
video communication technology
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Rabat - The Arab Civil Aviation Organization
held, on Monday, November 30, 2020, the
forty-fifth meeting of the Air Safety Committee,
through visual communication technology,
with the presence of 38 participants from 18
countries representing each of the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan, the United Arab Emirates,
the Republic of Tunisia, the Republic of Djibouti
and the People’s Democratic Republic of
Algeria. The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the
Republic of Sudan, the Republic of Somalia, the
State of Iraqg, the State of Palestine, the State
of Qatar, the United Republic of Comoros, the
State of Libya, the Arab Republic of Egypt, the
Kingdom of Morocco, the Sultanate of Oman, the
Islamic Republic of Mauritania and the Republic
of Yemen, The meeting was also attended by
representatives of the following international
and regional organizations: the International
Federation of International Transport and the
International Federation of Air Traffic Controllers
(IATA, IFATCA).

The meeting was opened by His Excellency Eng.
Abdul Nabi Manar, Director General of the Arab
Civil Aviation Organization, where he welcomed
the representatives of the member states of the

Organization  participating, stressing the
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importance of the meeting in the context of the
context of the orientation towards developing
technical work in the field of aviation safety of the
organization, of which the Air Safety Committee
is one of its main arms, noting By default, the
meeting gives more flexibility to the countries
to attend and actively participate in the various
work of the committee.

The Director General emphasized that a series
of practical measures and plans would be
considered that would support the return of
this sector to play its natural role in sustainable
development, stimulate the rapid growth of other
economic sectors, and identify the needs of
member states and the possibility of supporting
countries in preparation for the take-off process.

His Excellency indicated that the Corona virus
vaccine has become available and Arab carriers
must secure the distribution process.

His Excellency stressed the need to bring up
new topics in the safety sector, especially
those related to the Corona epidemic, in order
to support countries in getting out of this crisis
and mitigating its effects, thanking the member
states for their efforts exerted in the various
works of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization,
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The fifth meeting of the civil aviation security team of experts at the Arab
Civil Aviation Organization through video communication technology

Rabat - A team of civil aviation security experts
at the Arab Civil Aviation Organization held its
fifth meeting through visual communication
technology using the «Zoom» platform, on 25
and 26 November 2020.

The meeting was attended by fifteen experts
and representatives of the security sector at the
aviation authorities in each of the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan, the Republic of Tunisia, the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the Republic of Iraq,
the State of Qatar, the Arab Republic of Egypt
and the Kingdom of Morocco.

During the meeting, the participants discussed
topics related to the latest developments in
aviation security, such as the draft licensing
guide for security screening employees,
following which a map was adopted to develop a
draft unified standard on licensing this category
of workers in the field of civil aviation security.

The third meeting of the Directors General of Civil Aviation for the Middle

East region was held

THIRD MIDDLE EAST DIRECTORS GENERAL
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The General Administration of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization, headed by His Excellency Eng. Abdul
Nabi Manar, Director General of the Organization,
and Engineer Mr. Mohamed Ragab, an expert on
safety and air navigation, participated on Monday,
December 7, 2020, in the third meeting of the
General Directors of Civil Aviation in the Middle East
region organized by the Civil Aviation Organization
office Regional International in the Middle East, in
the presence of 83 experts and representatives from
fifteen countries and seven international and regional
organizations, which are the Kingdom of Bahrain, the
Arab Republic of Egypt, the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan, the State of Kuwait, the Lebanese Republic,
the State of Libya, the Sultanate of Oman, the State

of Qatar, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the Republic
of Sudan, the Syrian Arab Republic, the State of
the Emirates, the Republic of Yemen, the Islamic
Republic of Iran, the United States of America, The
meeting’s presentations and discussions revolved
around the economic and operational impact of the
COVID-19 crisis on the air transport system, global
and regional developments of this activity and the
experiences of countries (actions taken by countries,
challenges, examples of implementation of CART
team directives / best practices, lessons learned,
needs, and recommendations / actions. Future),
as well as the ICAO Middle East Office Program
priorities and 2021 work program.
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Distance training course on “Air Safety Inspector: Air Carrier Licensing”
November 2-6, 2020
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The Arab Civil Aviation Organization organized a
distance training course on “Air Safety Inspector:
Air Carrier Licensing” from 2 to 6 November 2020.
His Excellency Eng / Abdul Nabi Manar, Director
General of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization,
opened this workshop. He welcomed all the
participants, highlighting the importance of this
training course in terms of raising the level of
workers in the civil aviation sector, especially
those pertaining to the civil aviation authorities in
the related fields of aviation safety, airworthiness
managers and workers, aircraft operating and
monitoring staff and air operations supervision
aids, airlines shipping and ground operations
staff, aviation safety auditors and staff in charge
of the quality system.

His Excellency also indicated that this online
training course was prepared in order to provide
the aforementioned officials with standardized
skills and knowledge to conduct safety
oversight functions, present the basic concepts
and steps related to the accreditation of an air
transport operator, and ensure the participants’
acquisition of the necessary skills in the five-
stage air carrier licensing processes based on
organized standards International Civil Aviation
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and Recommended Practices (SARPs) and
Model Civil Aviation Regulations.

The AirOperator Certificate (AOC)isacertification
that allows an operator to perform specific
operations for commercial air transport. The
AQC certification process is regulated by every
country in accordance with the requirements of
the International Civil Aviation Organization, and
in particular the ICAO Doc 8335, which specifies
how to obtain the relevant certificate.

This remote training session included several
practical exercises to consolidate the material
presented during the training session and
allow evaluating the participants in order to
identify specifics areas requesting more focus
and reverting to it to simplify the understanding
process.

Captain / Mostafa Lakhdar, an A320 pilot,
instructor, examiner, and operations inspector at
the Moroccan Civil Aviation Authority, conducted
the course.

This training session was attended by more than
(112) participants from (16) countries and two
(02) international and regional organizations.
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A distance Training course on establishing and managing
an aviation security system related to air traffic management
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Rabat - A training course on «establishing
and managing an aviation security system
related to air traffic management» was
concluded, from 9 to 13 November 2020
from 09:00 to 10:45 GMT (UTC Time).

This session falls within the framework of the
Partnership, Coordination and Cooperation
agreement between the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization and the Office National des
Aeroports of the Kingdom of Morocco.
Forty participants from the different
governance structures related to Air the
Traffic Management System of the Kingdom
of Morocco benefited from this session
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including managers of the Office National
des Aéroports and officers of the Royal Air
Force.

The session reviewed civil aviation security
requirements, obligations and provisions
related to air traffic management and the
contribution of air traffic administration to
State’s public security in order to confront
security  threats, including electronic
threats and internal threats as well as the
requirements and provisions for establishing
and managing a civil aviation security system
for air service providers.



Organization Activities

Issue 41 Q

December 2020

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization organized a remote training course
on “Air Safety Inspector: Air Carrier Licensing” during the period
from 2 to 6 November 2020

This workshop was inaugurated by His
Excellency Eng / Abdul Nabi Manar,
Director General of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization, where he welcomed all the
participants, highlighting the importance
of this training course in raising the level
of workers in the civil aviation sector,
especially those working in the civil
aviation authorities in the field of aviation
safety, staff and management frameworks
Aircraft viability, control of the exploitation
of aircraft, the aides who supervise the air
operations, cargo and ground operations
of the airlines, the persons responsible
for the quality system and the auditors of
the Aviation Safety Department.

His Excellency also indicated that this
online training course has been prepared
in order to provide the aforementioned
officials with the unified skills and
knowledge to conduct safety oversight
functions, present the basic concepts
and steps related to the accreditation
of an air transport operator, and that
the participants acquire the necessary
skills in the five-stage air carrier
licensing processes based on organized
standards International Civil Aviation and
Recommended Practices (SARPs) and
Model Civil Aviation Regulations.
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The Arab Civil Aviation Organization holds the forty-fourth meeting of the
Air Transport Committee

Rabat - The Arab Civil Aviation Organization
held, on November 30, 2020, the forty-fourth
meeting of the Air Transport Committee, through
visual communication technology. The meeting
registered the presence of delegations from
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the Republic of
Irag, the Sultanate of Oman, the State of Kuwait,
the Arab Republic of Egypt and the Kingdom
of Morocco, while The Republic of Tunisia, the
Arab Air Transport Association (AACO) and
the International Air Carriers’ Union (IATA)
participated as observers.

Eng. Abdenbi Manar, Director General of the
Arab Civil Aviation Organization, opened the
meeting by welcoming the delegations of the
participating countries and wished them every
success in the meeting.

His Excellency indicated that the meeting has
listed important issues in the field of air transport,

especially in light of the current conditions
facing the air transportation sector and the
negative impact of the Corona pandemic on the
air transport industry worldwide. For his part, Mr.
Khaled Antar, ACAQ’s expert on air transport,
welcomed the delegations participating in
the meeting and wished them success. Later,
the participants discussed the meeting’s
agenda, which counted important topics,
including the decisions of the Council of Arab
Transport Ministers in its thirty-third session,
held in Alexandria from 20-22 October 2020,
as well as the Arab Civil Aviation Organization
‘strategy aiming to ensuring more seats for Arab
countries on the Council of the International
Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) as well as the
most important initiatives of Arab governments
in supporting the civil aviation sector recovery
and restart during the Corona

The eighth meeting of the Directors General of Civil Aviation

for the European and North Atlantic region
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The General Directorate of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization participated in the eighth meeting
of the Directors General of Civil Aviation for the
European and North Atlantic region on Monday,
December 7, 2020. The meeting was organized
by the International Civil Aviation Organization’s
regional office in Paris, and was attended by

experts and representatives of fifty-six countries
and ten international and regional organizations
participated.

The presentations and discussions centered
on the latest developments in the work of the
CART team, the International Civil Aviation
Organization’s (ICAO) Manual on testing and
cross border risk management, the report
on monitoring the implementation of CART
recommendations and measures by countries
in the region, planning and coordinating the
distribution of Covid 19 vaccine, as well as on
developing a plan on sustainable financing for
civil aviation authorities.

At the conclusion of the meeting, it was agreed
to hold a meeting during next January to lay
down the work program for the International Civil
Aviation Organization’s regional office in Paris for
the year 2021.
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A distance Training course on establishing and managing an aviation

Rabat - A training course on «establishing and
managing an aviation security system related to
air traffic management» was concluded, from 9
to 13 November 2020 from 09:00 to 10:45 GMT
(UTC Time).

This session falls within the framework of the
Partnership, Coordination and Cooperation
agreement between the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization and the Office National des
Aeroports of the Kingdom of Morocco. Forty
participants from the different governance
structures related to Air the Traffic Management
System of the Kingdom of Morocco benefited

security system related to air traffic management

from this session including managers of the
Office National des Aéroports and officers of the
Royal Air Force.

The session reviewed civil aviation security
requirements, obligations and provisions related
to air traffic management and the contribution of
air traffic administration to State’s public security
in order to confront security threats, including
electronic threats and internal threats as well as
the requirements and provisions for establishing
and managing a civil aviation security system for
air service providers.

Dialogue between the European Commission / European Civil Aviation

COA U DLOGLE
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At the invitation of the European Civil Aviation
Conference, the Arab Civil Aviation Organization
participated in the 11th edition of the dialogue
between the European Commission / European

Conference on Civil Aviation and the Air
Transport Industry, which was held under the
auspices of the German Presidency of the
European Union.
This videoconference was held under the
slogan “Restarting, Reconnecting, Recovering
- Rebuilding Aviation in a Changing World”. The
discussions and interventions of experts and
senior officials focused on the economic and
financial impact of the crisis on aviation, the
challenges and opportunities to rebuild aviation
in a changing world, the public’s perception of
air travel, the consequences for environmental
initiatives, in addition to the impact on the
implementation of a unified European sky.
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The Arab Civil Aviation Organization organizes a seminar
on «Standardizing Navigational Aids»

Rabat - The Arab Civil Aviation Organization,
the International Civil Aviation Organization and
the European Agency for Air Navigation Safety,
with the support of France, ltaly, the Sultanate
of Oman, Iran and the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan, organized a seminar through visual
communication technology, on «Calibrating
Navigation Aids» on November 24 and 25, 2020.
This comes within the framework of confronting
the repercussions of the new Corona pandemic.
More than 600 delegates, including air traffic
controllers, procedure designers, workers in
the field of air navigation, airport managers,
engineers, air navigation technicians, and
representatives of relevant international and
regional organizations, participated in the
meeting.

This symposium aims at exchanging knowledge
and experiences, discussing contingency plans
and managing them, especially with regard to
standardizing navigational aids, highlighting
the requirements and recommendations of the
International Civil Aviation Organizationregarding
the process of standardizing navigational aid.
It also aims at inviting countries to share and
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present their best relevant experiences while
discussing the difficulties and challenges faced
by flights in terms of navigational calibration.
The symposium also has in view to assist radio
navigation aids (NavAids) that provide electronic
guidance to aircraft, helping them navigate in
poor visual conditions and improving flight safety
in the context of the ever-growing demand for air
traffic.

It is worth noting that, according to the
requirements of the Civil Aviation Organization,
these navigation aids are subject to periodic
calibration processes known as flightinspections
to ensure their calibration and ensure their
safety and the accuracy of provided information.
The flight inspection aircraft also use dedicated
receivers and sensors to collect data from
calibrated navigation aids. Air navigation
service providers are taking advantage of the
reduced air traffic period, during the COVID-19
pandemic, to prepare for future user demands
and to optimize resources and costs and
enhance existing procedures more quickly,
efficiently and effectively.
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FIFTY-SECOND MEETING OF THE GROUP OF EXPERTS
ON AIR ACCIDENT AND INCIDENT INVESTIGATION

Due to the unprecedented global pandemic of COVID 19 ACC/52 will be held online

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization, represented
by Eng. Mohamed REJEB, Air Navigation and
Air Safety Expert, attended the Fifty-second
meeting of the group of experts on Air Accident
and Incident Investigation held virtual on 20-21
October 2020.

This meeting was attended by ninety-one (91)
participants from thirty-two (32) countries, eight
(08) international and regional organizations and
representatives of industries.

The Group of experts on air accidentand incident
investigation (ACC) has asits main objectives:

a) To enhance the effectiveness of ECAC
Member States’ safety investigation capabilities
through the sharing ofknowledge and experience
in the field of air accident investigation; and

b) To promote European experience and
know-how in safety investigation within the wider
international aviation community.
During this meeting, the main following points
were reviewed and/or discussed:
e |ist of actions from previous meetings of
the ACC group.
e The progress of the tasks allocated to
the study group tasked with developing a
reference document on General Aviation
accident
e Update from industry and regulator side
e The challenges of conducting air
accident investigations during a pandemic
and measures that have been adopted to
manage the risks so that this important work
can continue.
e Future Work Programme 2021-2023.
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caused by the New Coronavirus», issued by
the Council’s Task Force for the Recovery
of the Aviation Sector (CART), as well as the
«Global Implementation Roadmap» Framed
by the Secretariat of the International Civil
Aviation Organization, which constitutes a high-
level implementation framework, presents the
activities, mechanisms and tools developed
by the organization to support, coordinate and
monitor the implementation of recommendations
and directives issued by the relevant task force,
with the aim of ensuring a coherent regional
strategy and defining and implementing
measures and projects that support countries in
re-establishing Aviation operation, recovery and
resilience efforts.

Moreover, the transport symposium organized
by the General Secretariat of the League of Arab
States on Thursday, 06/25/2020, via remote
communication technology, on the effects of the
Corona pandemic on the Arab transport sector,
which has known the participation of a number
of member states in the Executive Office of
the Council of Arab Transport Ministers And a
number of Arab organizations and federations
working in the Arab transport sector, including
the Arab Civil Aviation Organization, in addition
to the ESCWA Committee at the United Nations,
has decided to form three working groups in the
field of transport: land, sea and air, provided that
the Arab Civil Aviation Organization undertakes
the task of supervising and managing the air
transport team.

In his speech His Excellency Mr. Ahmed Aboul
Gheit, Secretary-General of the League of Arab
States, welcomed all the participants of the
esteemed Council. His Excellency also singled
out the transport ministers who are participating
in this session for the first time, and welcomed
Dr. Salem Ahmed Al-Khanbashi, Deputy Prime
Minister and Acting Minister of Transport in
the Republic. Yemen for presiding over the
current 33rd session of the Council of Arab
Transport Ministers, wishing him all success. His
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Excellency also sincerely thanked the Minister of
Transport and Equipment of the Islamic Republic
of Mauritania for his good management of the
work of the ended session.

The Secretary-General of the Arab League
pursued his speech: “The Corona pandemic
has imposed exceptional circumstances on
all of us and the world, and has prevented the
implementation of all our programs and the
organization of activities that were scheduled
for 2020, | hope that we will be able to resume
our meetings naturally as soon as the crisis is
over. “He added, no doubt, that crises require
everyone to work on resilience and adaptation,
noting that the world faces difficult challenges,
which require people with bold, creative thinking
and who are able to adapt faster than others are.

His Excellency added: This pandemic, is still
rampant in many regions of the world, and even
threatens to return in a new wave, pointing out
that this pandemic has had unprecedented
economic and social impacts, and losses varied
naturally according to sectors, and unfortunately,
the transport and tourism sector had the largest
share of these losses.

He explained that this sector does not expect
a soon recovery in light of the measures taken
by governments to combat the spread of
the epidemic, and stressed that the General
Secretariat of the Arab League has prepared
a qguide for precautionary measures in
cooperation with the land, sea and air transport
partners formed by experts from Arab countries,
organizations and Arab and international
federations.

He pointed out that success in the coming
stage will continue to be linked to the ability of
countries to deal with new situations and seize
the opportunities provided by the ongoing
transformations, especially with regard to the
use of digital technology and other mechanisms
to adapt to the crisis.
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where it issued Resolution No. 26 to unify the
Arab position on the importance of the Arab bloc
obtaining an additional seat. It comes also in line
with the measures taken by the organization’s
general directorate including the ratification of
the protocol that strengthens the position of the
Arab countries in the International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAQO), as it will give them the
priority to enter into direct consultations with
all countries and regional groups, which would
enable them to obtain an additional seat.

The second working paper that was presented
jointly by the Arab Civil Aviation Organization,
the International Air Transport Association and
the Arab Air Transport Association, related to a
proposal for a joint approach by the Council of
Arab Transport Ministers with the Council of Arab
Health Ministers to support the relaunch and
recovery of the Arab air transport sector. This
sector is considered one of the most affected
sectors by the crisis, and the magnitude of this
crisis and the role of the tourism and travel sector
in sustainable development and in stimulating
the rapid growth of other economic sectors after
the end of the current crisis, God willing. The year
2020 has recorded a decrease in air transport
by 70%, and a decrease in aviation corporate
revenues of 80%, while expenses have only
decreased by 55%, which means that the sector
is vulnerable to resources depleting. In the
absence of prospects for resuming air transport
by the end of this year, and with a disappointing
summer with quarantine measures, the
International Air Transport Association estimated
airlines’ losses at $ 77 billion in the second half
of 2020, equivalent to $ 13 billion every month.
Without additional funding from government, the
association stated that the current level of cash
flow for companies in the sector only provides
8.5 months before they find themselves in
default. The aid that governments have provided
to airlines since the beginning of the crisis has
reached $ 160 billion, either in the form of cash
or guarantees, loans or subsidies for workers’
wages or tax exemptions, and according to
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expectations, the level of liquidity will remain at
critical levels at least until the beginning of 2022.

Inthe same context, allthose involved inthe sector
indicate that the collapse of travel companies
and airports can be prevented through financial
support and the use of travel tests instead of
imposing quarantine in the country of arrival, as
95% of the new Corona virus infections takes
place among residents and not among arriving
travelers. This percentage rises to 99%, in the
USA. Accordingly, the fear of expatriates is not as
severe as envisaged currently by governments.
This will constitute a major argument in favor of
reopening international air travel safely.

These measures will protect countries from
receiving cases of HIV infection and avoid
employment crisis in the travel and tourism sector
while ensuring the survival of a dynamic aviation
structure that is viable and able to support the
economic and social benefits on which most of
the world depends.

During this session, the guidelines for the
restart and recovery of the Arab aviation sector
was presented. It falls within the framework of
consolidating the existing cooperation and
integration between the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization and the Arab Air Transport
Association, and an extension of the continuous
cooperation between the General Administration
of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization and the
Department of Transport and Tourism, at the
General Secretariat of the League of States
Arab countries. The idea crystallized towards
the necessity of preparing a guide for the restart
and recovery of the Arab aviation sector, in
order to provide guidelines and procedures that
would be coordinated globally and regionally
and acceptable to all stakeholders.

With the objective of restarting and reviving
the aviation sector in the Arab region, these
guidelines are based on the main principles
and recommendations included in the «Manual
for Air Travel during the Public Health Crisis
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The Arab Civil Aviation Organization participates in the works of the 33rd
session of the Council of Arab Transport Ministers
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His Excellency Eng. Abenbi Manar, Director
General of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization,
participated on Wednesday, October 21, 2020,
in the works of the 33rd session of the Council of
Arab Transport Ministers. The session was held
through visual communication technology, given
the exceptional circumstances that the world
is going through as a result of the outbreak of
the new Corona virus (Covid-19). The session’s
agenda defined many topics aimed at promoting
jointArab action, especially inthefield of transport
and in terms of developing transportation system
in its various branches and patterns, and at
the same time linking Arab countries by land,
sea and air while overcoming all difficulties for
serious participation in Transportation Project at
all local, regional and international levels.

Within the agenda of this session, the General
Directorate of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization
presented working papers on current issues.
The first paper is related to expanding the
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membership of the Council of the International
Civil Aviation Organization and the Air Navigation
Commission following the increase in the
number of members in the International Civil
Aviation Organization (ICAQ) and the expansion
of the international air transport sector and its
increasing importance for national economies
of many countries. The expansion of the
membership in the organization’s council allows
a better balance in terms of member states
‘representation. It was found that a large number
of ICAQ’s contracting States are willing to expand
the membership of the organization’s council
by increasing the number of council members
from 36 to 40, and by increasing the members
of the Air Navigation Commission from 19 to
21. To achieve this purpose it was necessary
to amend the second paragraph of Article 50 A
and Article 56 of the Chicago Convention. The
presentation of this paper comes in line with the
decision of the General Assembly of the Arab
Civil Aviation Organization in its 23rd session,
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A joint workshop between the ICAO Europe and North Atlantic Regional
Office and the Arab Civil Aviation Organization on capacity building in the
field of civil aviation environmental protection

Paris - On October 22, 2020, a joint workshop
held using the WebEx platform on the National
Action Plan on CO2 Emission and the carbon
offsetting and reduction scheme for international
aviation (CORSIA) brought together the
European and North Atlantic Regional Office of
the International Civil Aviation Organization and
the Arab Civil Aviation Organization.

This workshop was designed to benefit Maghreb
countries, namely: the Republic of Tunisia, the
People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria, and
the Kingdom of Morocco. Twenty participants
representing aviation authorities, airlines and
airports took part in it.

This workshop reviewed the requirements
related to the procedures that must be included

in the national action plan on CO2 emissions,
and the tools for adapting national regulatory
frameworks in relation to the national action
plan. In this context, the representatives of the
three countries discussed the progress made in
preparing their National Action Plans.

During this workshop, the latest developments
related to the carbon offsetting and reduction
scheme in the field of international aviation
(CORSIA) were reviewed. This workshop falls
within the framework of the joint action plan
2019-2022 between the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization and the ICAO Regional Office
for Europe and North Atlantic, which aims at
contributing to capacity building and provision
of technical support and assistance to member
states.

The fourth meeting of the Civil Aviation Security Experts Group of the Arab
Civil Aviation Organization held via visual communication technology

Nawaf Al-Ajmi

Rabat - The Arab Civil Aviation Organization civil
aviation security experts ‘team held its fourth
meeting via video communication using the
«Zoom» platform, on 20 and 21 October 2020.
Experts and representatives of the security
sector belonging to the aviation authorities of
the Republic of Tunisia, the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, the Republic of Irag, the State of Qatar,
the State of Kuwait, the Arab Republic of Egypt,

and the Kingdom of Morocco

attended the meeting.

The participants discussed issues
related to the latest developments in
aviation security. A questionnaire on
the aviation security system of Arab
Countries was adopted in order
to build a database related to the
security system of member States,
with the aim to help preparing,
elaborating and developing
cooperation and support programs,
including capacity building, for the benefit of
some member States.

In the same context, the participants agreed to
pursue cooperation onissues of common interest
and to establish a continuous work program
and permanent coordination to exchange
experiences and best practices to enhance civil
aviation security in the Arab region.
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The second teleconference meeting of the steering group

of the Committee for Environmental Protection in the field of aviation

Montreal - The Arab Civil Aviation
Organization participated as an observer,
in the second preparatory teleconference
meeting for the 12th meeting of International
Civil Aviation Organization Committee for
Environmental Protection in the Field of Civil
Aviation, from 5 to 9 October 2020.

The meeting, which was expected initially
to be hosted by Japan, witnessed the
participation of 130 experts representing
member states, specialized international
organizations, and Arab countries that
are members of the ICAO Environmental
Protection Committee, namely the United
Arab Emirates, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
the State of Qatar and the Arab Republic of

Egypt.

Themeetingreviewedthelatestdevelopments
since the first orientation meeting held in

South Africa in December 2019, as well as
Environmental Protection Committee working
groups reports, which are: the Forecast and
Economic Analysis Support Group (FESG),
and the Modeling and Databases Group
(MDG), Long Term Global Aspirational
Goal for International Aviation Target Group
(LTAG-TG), Corsia Group (WG4), Fuel Task
Group (FTG), Sustainability Certification
Schemes Evaluation Group (SCSEG),
Emissions Task Force (WG3), Noise Action
Task Force (WG1), Airports and Operations
Task Force (WG2), Impacts and Science
Group (ISG), and Aviation Carbon Calculator
Support Group (ACCS). The meeting also
considered a set of working papers related
to the work of the aforementioned working
groups and teams.



Organization Activities

Issue 41
December 2020

The Air Navigation Committee of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization at
its 43rd session 28, 29 and 30 September 2020 (Via telecommunication
using the «Zoom facility»)

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization organized
the forty-third meeting of the Air Navigation
Committee on 28, 29 and 30 September 2020,
via telecommunication using the «Zoom» facility.
Sixty one participants from 17 Arab Civil Aviation
Organization member States and 6 international and
regional organizations (ACAO, JPO, IATA , ICAO
IFALPA, IFATCA) participated in this meeting.

His Excellency Eng / Abdenbi Manar, Director
General of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization,
opened the meeting. He welcomed the members
of the committee, while highlighting its importance
in a context oriented towards developing the
organization’s technical work in the field of air
navigation, the Air Navigation Committee being one
of its main arms in that perspective. He reminded the
audience that the Air transport, which is considered
one of the basic economic sectors, is one of the
civilian sectors most affected by the spread of the
new Corona virus. On the other hand, the Director
General emphasized in his opening speech that
holding the committee’s meetings virtually is an
opportunity for member states granted observers
statute in the participating to the committee and
adding value to the its discussions as well as its
outputs.

His Excellency also stressed the importance of
coordination and cooperation between regional
and international organizations, and in particular
considering a series of measures and recovery plans
that would support the return of this sector to play
its natural role in ensuring sustainable development

and stimulating the rapid growth of other economic
sectors. In his opening speech, His Excellency also
extended his warmest congratulations to Mr. lbrahim
Bunyan Al Jabri, Chairman of the Air Navigation
Committee and the representative of the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia, following his appointment to the
Air Navigation Commission of the International Civil
Aviation Organization” Council, as a permanent
representative of the Kingdom, wishing him every
success.

On his side, Mr. Nasser Jassim Al-Khalaf, Vice
Chairman of the Air Navigation Committee and the
representative of the State of Qatar, welcomed the
members of the committee. He also stressed the
importance of the meeting while recalling the topics
on the agenda and thanked the organization and
the Director General for the efforts made, especially
those supporting the restoration of the air transport
activity in the region following the spread of the
Corona Virus Pandemic. (COVID-19).

This meeting addressed several topics of importance
in the field of air navigation in the Arab region, tackling
several topics, the most important of which being the
follow up of the latest developments, procedures
and measures undertaken to ensure the return to
normal operation of civil aviation activities. It also
addressed the follow up of the recommendations
of the committee in its 42nd edition held on May
18 and 19, 2020, i.e. Overflight permissions,
Organizational Improvement packages and air traffic
flow management project in the Middle East as well
as expansion of satellite navigation coverage.
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Organization of a webinar on «Aviation Systems Block Upgrades» package
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Rabat - The Arab Civil Aviation Organization and
the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAQ)
organized a webinar on «Aviation Systems Block
Upgrades» ‘package (ASBU)» from 13 to 15
October 2020. 251 participants from 20 countries
in addition to six (06) international organizations
(ACAO, IFALPA, IFATCA, ICAO, IATA, CANSO)
joined the webinar.

This webinar falls within the strategic plan of
the Arab Civil Aviation Organization. It aims at
providing the participants with the most important
events and developments in global air navigation
and to present ICAO’s methodology for ASBU
packages in accordance with the sixth edition of
the Global Air Navigation Plan through an online
demo using the GANP portal with identification of
priority elements and Key Performance Indicators
(KPI). The symposium also explored ways and
means to support the implementation of agreed
air navigation priorities, taking into account the
requirements of airspace users, fleet equipment,
infrastructure, interoperability, inter-regional
coordination, and addressing regional and national
planning issues.
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Eng.Mohammed Al-Samawi, Acting Regional
Director of the ICAO Middle East Office, opened
the webinar where he welcomed the participants
and reminded the attendees that this symposium
was scheduled face-to-face during the month of
March 2020 in Cairo, and then postponed to the
first quarter of 2021 due to travel restrictions amidst
the new Corona pandemic. Given the importance
of the topic, it was agreed to hold a webinar on
the latest developments in Aviation Systems Block
Upgrades Package (ASBU).

On his part, His Excellency Eng. Abdenbi Manar,
Director General of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization, welcomed the participants and
thankedthe International Civil Aviation Organization
for its fruitful cooperation and its keenness to
coordinate with the Arab Civil Aviation Organization
for the implementation and joint organization of the
symposium on the subject case. He also extended
special thanks to all representatives of international
and regional organizations participating in the
symposium for their continuous support to joint
activities in the context of raising the level of safety
in the Arab region.



EDITORIAL

By : Engineer / Manar Abdennebi
Director General of the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization

The development of the Corona vaccine is the
most important achievement humanity has known
in 2020, because it offers hope and promises the
return to normal life. According to the International
Federation of Pharmaceutical Industry, all countries
around the world are rushing to develop vaccines
and produce more than 12 billion injections,
and logistical arrangements are in full swing for
distribution around the world.

In a statement issued by the G20 during the Riyadh
Summit held last November, leaders of member
states affirmed that after mobilizing the necessary
resources to meet the urgent financing needs
in the field of global health to support research,
development, manufacturing and distribution of
safe and effective diagnostic tools, treatments
and vaccines meant to deal with the new corona
virus, they are definitely committed to ensure its
equitable distribution with affordable access to
vaccines, including their full support for the access
acceleration initiative.

During the same week, the International Air
Transport Association, during its 76th General
Assembly has put the emphasis on strengthening
the vital role of air transport in facilitating the global
response to the epidemic, including the distribution
of medicines, test kits, protection equipment and
ultimately vaccines around the world. This statement
embodies the aviation industry’s harmony with The
United Nations sustainable development plan, and
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the distinguished role it plays in achieving its goals,
especially in achieving its related good health
objective by providing medical aid transport trips to
countries affected by severe virus infections and in
need of medical assistance.

Nevertheless, not limited to achieving this goal,
the air transport industry contributes to eradicating
poverty by providing support to workers in the
sector and preventing workers diversion. It also
contributes to eradicating hunger by ensuring air
cargo flights in order to provide humanitarian aid for
famine and natural hazards affected areas, through
the United Nations Humanitarian Air Program and
the World Food Program.

This is in addition to the fact that the civil aviation
sector is an essential component in generating
rapidly economic and social benefits related to its
activity, as it facilitates trade exchange, investment
and tourism around the world.

In this context, we can only note with satisfaction, the
efforts made and the successful steps undertaken at
the global and regional levels in order to accelerate
the recovery of this sector, as the Council of the
International Civil Aviation Organization adopted
the second edition of the ICAO Council Working
Group Guidance Manual on “Health Procedures for
Air Transport for the Recovery of the Civil Aviation
Sector” (CART).

In addition, the Council of Arab Transport Ministers,
welcomed in its 33rd session held in Alexandria on
21 and 22 October, the European Union approach
for the -take off and recovery of air transport, bearing
in mind the Arab Countries health and economic
thrust.

This decision was welcomed by Arab air carriers,
as they called during the 53rd General Assembly
of the Arab Air Carriers Organization in the early
days of last November, for the adoption of an
approach based on the virus transmission risk and
the adoption of the European Union approach,
including compensation for quarantine upon arrival
by imposing virus detection prior and post travel as
well as the use of quick checks before travel and
the move towards the use of non-touch technology.
These efforts and endeavors, inasmuch as they will
contribute to the success of the take-off process,
they will give rise to a new era that will radically
transform the air travel system.
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