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that our country has created,
with the Decree No. 2.98.1011
of March 30, 1999, a National
Committee for Civil Aviation
Security and local committees
for airport security, which hold
regular and ad hoc meetings,
in order to study and implement
appropriate security measures in
order to protect the security and
safety of international civil aviation
from acts of unlawful interference
and ensure its regularity and
effectiveness.

The measures and procedures for
civil aviation security in Morocco
are framed by new requirements
included in Law 13-40 related to
the Civil Aviation Code, as well as
a national civil aviation security
program and aviation security
programs at the level of each
airport open to international air
navigation.

In addition, Morocco has worked
to support training in the field
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of aviation security by creating
a specialized training center in
this field within the Mohammed
VI Academy of Civil Aviation,
accredited by the International
Civil Aviation Organization.

is your assessment
march of the Arab
Civil Aviation Organization?
Wat are vyour perceptions

concerning its future work?
What guidance can you give in
order to increase its yield and
push it for the better?

The Arab
Organization,
organization,

Civil Aviation
as a multilateral
embodies the

common will of Arab countries to
work together to advance the civil
aviation sector in the Arab region.
Accordingly, we consider that the
organization plays an important
roleinachievingthisstrategicgoal,
through joint programs, sharing
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experiences between countries,
as well as coordination between
member states to adopt unified
positions  within  international
forums. We also consider that the
Arab Civil Aviation Organization
plays pioneering roles in terms
of developing competencies
and capabilities for workers
and intervening in the field of
civil aviation at the level of Arab
countries, and providing advice
and technical support to member
states.

In conclusion, it gives me
pleasure to reaffirm the Kingdom
of Morocco’s keenness, under
the wise leadership of His
Majesty King Mohammed VI, may
God assist him, for Arab unity,
solidarity and the development of
Arab work in all fields, especially
in the field of civil aviation.



Dialogue

terms of international transport of
travelers.

During the year 2019, Moroccan
airports registered a record in
terms of number of passengers

with  more than 25 million
passengers, an increase of
11.18% compared to 2018.

International passenger transport
recorded an increase of 9.8%,
surpassing the 22  million
passenger’s threshold.

Airfreight  activity  recorded
a significant growth in 2019
compared to 2018, at a rate
of 8.89%, as in 2019 airfreight
reached more than 96,000 tons.

The Office National des
Aéroports plays a strategicrole
in developing and revitalizing
air transport. What are the
future projects regarding
the development of airpor

facilities in the Kingdom o

Morocco, especially since
airports are a very importan
part of the success of the
tourism system?

An important investment program
has been initiated to increase
the capacity of the airport
infrastructure, in accordance with
the requirements of the airports
master plan, which aims to build
new air terminals, expand and
maintain various airport facilities
to keep pace with the growth of
air transport in our country.

The inauguration of the new

airport terminal at Marrakech-
Menara Airport in 2016, which
increased its annual capacity to
9 million passengers, as well as
the new air terminal of Fez Saiss
Airport in 2017, which increased
its annual capacity to 2.5 million
passengers  enhanced  this
network.

In January 2019, the first new
air terminal of the Mohammed
V airport in Casablanca was
inaugurated, which raised its
annual capacity to 14 million
passengers, giving the start to the
operation of the new air terminal
of Guelmim airport, the new air
terminal of Zagora airport, and
the new air terminal of Errachidia
Moulay Ali Cherif airport as well as
the second center for monitoring
the safety of air navigation, which
was established near the Agadir
Al Massira airport.

This comes in addition to the
completion of the work of the
Nador airport, and the ongoing
construction of a new air terminal
at Rabat-Salé airport, which
is a modern facility equivalent
to the prestigious position of
the administrative capital of
the Kingdom, as well as the
continuation of the project to
develop the central area of
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Mohammed V Airport.

With the completion of these
projects, the capacity of the
national network will increase
to 51 million passengers, which
will enable it to keep pace with
the expected growth of air traffic
in the 2030 horizon set by the
airports’ master plan.

The world’s countries attach
utmost importance to the

issue of civil aviation security.
What measures have you taken
to implement the required

international standards
regarding this issue? How is
it reflected in your aviation
security program ?

The security model in Morocco
is characterized by a high level
of vigilance to confront various
threats and acts of unlawful
interference.

The civil aviation sector is among
the fields that have enjoyed an
integrated legislative, regulatory
and procedural arsenal at the
national and local levels and in
conformity with the standards
and recommended practices
issued by the International Civil
Aviation Organization (ICAQ),
in order to optimize the security
of civil aviation at the level of
the Kingdom’s airports open to
international air navigation.

It should be recalled in this regard



- Measures related to the
maintenance of the equipment:
e Adopting preventive measures
related to respecting the spacing
between technicians, while
ensuring the space distancing
between work teams to avoid
contact.

e Putting on masks and gloves,
changing masks every four
hours, washing hands at every
hour, and using sterilizers.

e (leaning and disinfection
of  equipment subject to
maintenance.

Reducing the possibility of
physical contact between users,
technicians and travelers.

e User training about preventive
measures.

- Measures related to the
prevention and control of
users:

e Wearing facemasks s
mandatory for all airport users
and operators, while continuing
to educate them on health rules
that must be followed.

e Throwing used medical
equipment into sanitary bags
after disinfection with chlorine.
® Preventing people with elevated
temperature from entering the

workplace.

e The isolation of persons
suspected of being infected in
special places of isolation.

e Taking the necessary measures
to ensure compensation for work
teams when suspected cases of
virus infection are detected.

° Limiting meetings to
the necessary cases and
compensating them by remote
communication.

- Health and sterilization
measures:

e Sterilization of sensitive areas
(registration  points,  security
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control points, elevator buttons
...), while working on sterilizing
the air and cleaning the ventilation
equipment.

e (Cleaning and disinfection of
garbage containers;

e Disinfection and cleaning of all
facilities used by travelers.

* |mproving the waste isolation
system.

- Health control measures:

¢ Coordination with the services of
the Ministry of Health to increase
the number of agents in charge
of health monitoring for travelers,
whether on departure or arrival.

-Measures related to the suitability
ofairportoperating procedures:

e Adapting the airport operation
procedures that cover all airport

aspects  (security, travelers,
hygiene, ground services
provided to airlines, ..) by
adopting measures related to

managing the Covid 19 pandemic
issued by the Ministry of Health.

- Measures to sensitize and
form services companies
dealing with the office:

° Conducting awareness-
raising sessions, in coordination
with the Ministry of Health, for
the benefit of personnel of the
Office National des Aéroports
and the personnel of airport
partners on the importance of
respecting measures related
to social distancing and other
preventive measures (ground
service companies, maintenance
personnel, and service
contracting in charge of guidance
and direction).
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The Kingdom of Morocco

pursued an open sky policy
with several countries. What
are the implications of this
policy on the future of airn

transport in Morocco, and at
what speed and pace are you
progressing in this policy o
openness?

As | already mentioned, Morocco
has pursued, since 1997, a
policy of liberalizing air transport,
especially by signing the Open
Skies Agreement with the United
States of America in 2000, and
with the FEuropean Union at
the end of 2006, and joining in
2011 to the Agreement on the
Liberalization of Air Transport
between Arab Countries, and
since January 2020, joining
the unified African air transport
market, as well as the conclusion
of several more liberal bilateral
agreements with Arab, Asian,
American and African countries.

The air transport liberalization
policy pursued by Morocco has
contributed to achieving positive
results, including the significant
increase in air traffic in Morocco,
as well as the positioning of
Mohammed V Airport as an
international and regional hub, as
this airport used to secure before
the pandemic flights with around
97 international airports and 54
countries on four continents.

Thanks to this policy, air transport
before the Corona pandemic
had known continuous growth
for more than a decade, as the
air traffic of passengers during
the period from 2006 to 2019
increased at an annual total
rate of about 6.7% and 7.4% in



Dialogue

National Des Aéroports has put
in place a support system for the
benefit of airlines, with the aim of
stimulating air traffic. The office
also worked to keep pace with
airlines engaged in commercial
activities and services at airports
that have a relationship with
passenger ftraffic by enabling
them to reduce or postpone their
dues towards the office.

- Structure of the Royal Air
Maroc company:

The Royal Air Maroc company
has benefited, as is the case for
international national companies
around the world, from the
financial support provided by
the State, with the necessity
of adopting a new scheme to
restructure the company.

The controversy has increased
recently, especially with the
spread of the Corona epidemic,
about the commitment to
apply health safety standards.

What are the efforts that you
are making for the optima

implementation of health
standards at the airports o
the Kingdom of Morocco?

A practical and integrated
prevention plan has been
implemented, as we indicated
earlier, in order to reduce the
health risks of the Corona
pandemic at the level of national
airports, which enabled the
gradual resumption of airport
activities in the best conditions of
health safety for travelers, users
and all air transport users.

The measures developed to open
national airspace to flights can be
reviewed as follows:

- Measures related to the
departure route for travelers:

e Putting in place precise
measures to maintain social
distancing in  the  various
designated places, adopting
successive and divergent

stops with the elimination of
intermediate queues (entrances
to airterminals, registration points,
customs, security control desks,
border procedures, embarkation
doors, bridge corridors leading to
aircraft).

e making available protections
in fixed places that are known to
interact with people (registration
points, inquiry points, entry
points, security control points for
departure and arrival).

e Activating social distancing
in waiting rooms and restaurant
spaces.

e Developing awareness-raising
leaflets on the importance of
social distancing and preventive
measures along the passenger
route.

e (Creating voice messages
to sensitize travelers to the
need for social distancing and
precautionary measures.

e |nstalling dispensers for hand
sanitizers in  various airport
facilities.

e Restricting access to the airport
to users and travelers without
escorts.

e Monitoring the temperature of
people with thermal cameras
and taking care of suspected
illnesses in designated and
isolated  places.

e Adopting a transportation
system within the airport that
ensures smooth movement and
maintains separation between
passengers.

e Adopting portable meals as
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possible in restaurants and
cafes, or maintaining seating

spacing and providing sterile
liguid dispensers in these places.

-Measures related to the
passenger access route:
e Adopting the same social

distancing measures for the
departure route, while monitoring
the travelers’ temperatures and
placing dispensers for sterilization
liquids in various facilities;

e Putting appropriate ground
signs in the various facilities
(disembarkation corridor, border
health control, border security
control centers, baggage
delivery,  customs);

e FEstablishing health isolation
points for suspected cases
with the implementation of the
procedures approved in this
regard by the Ministry of Health;
e |aying down dedicated and
isolated routes and special lanes
prepared in accordance with the
procedures in force to drop off
flights on which suspicious cases
are discovered on board.

- Measures related to
access security control:
e Adopting social distancing

and preventive measures in
coordination with the security
services.

o Strengthening security
measures to avoid touching
people.

e Reconsidering the measures
related to the transportation of
liquids, especially sterilizers,
as well as the accompanying
security  measures.

e |[nforming travelers of the
various stages related to
security  surveillance  through
announcements, while being
accompanied by the agents in
charge of orienting them.



Handicrafts, Air Transport and
National Economy has launched
the elaboration of the regulatory
texts of Law 13-40 related to the
Civil Aviation Code, taking into
consideration the standards and
recommended practices issued
by the International Civil Aviation
Organization.

What is the impact of Covid-19
on the air transport secto
in Morocco? What measures

have you undertaken in this
context?

Due to the outbreak of the
Covid 19 pandemic, air traffic
in the Kingdom has undergone
an emergency shutdown since
March 16, 2020, and the Ministry
has taken a set of measures to
avoid the negative repercussions

of the pandemic on the air
transport sector in Morocco,
including:

e Implementing a set of
precautionary and preventive
procedures and measures at
airports to ensure the health
safety of travelers and users,
taking into account the directives
of the International Civil Aviation
Organizationandthe World Health
Organization, in coordination with
the various concerned national
authorities such as security
authorities and representatives of
the health authority;
e Keeping pace

with  and
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monitoring aviation companies
and professionals in the sector
and urging them to observe the
rules for maintenance of aircraft
and equipment and to comply
with the recommendations of
the International Civil Aviation
Organization;

e Coordinating  between  the
concerned government agencies
within the framework of the work
of the National Committee for Air
Transport Facilitation and the
systematic use of the «Passenger
Locator Model for  Public
Health Purposes» to ensure the
identification and traceability
of passengers to help limit the
spread of the disease and the
return of the epidemic;

® Resuming activities at
airports while adhering to the
precautionary ~ measures  to
confront the pandemic;

e Gradually resuming flights and
some exceptional international
flights;

e Ensuring  the
airfreight.

continuity  of

In addition, a plan to revive the
air transport has been developed
that meets two main objectives:

e Ensuring essential air
connectivity: close coordination
with various actors in the sector
to ensure safe flights;

e Ensuring civil aviation public
health: taking coordinated and
flexible measuresto ensure public
health in the field of civil aviation
and restoring the confidence of
travelers.

After the gradual lifting of the
quarantine, the air transport
sector in our country adopted
a systematic approach to
resume operation, with the
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implementation of phased and
structural measures to mitigate
the effects of the pandemic and
enabling the sector to overcome
its repercussions and keeping
pace with the tourism sector.

- Domestic air transport:
Domestic flights have resumed
in the Kingdom of Morocco
starting from June 2020,
gradually increasing the number
of flights and expanding the
network of airlines according to
the progression of demand on
the horizon in order to reach the
number of weekly flights that were
operated before the pandemic.
In order to ensure the health
safety of travelers, users and all
air transport users, airlines have
put in place the necessary health
measures in accordance with
international standards, such
as strict and regular cleaning
and sterilization,  systematic
monitoring of the temperature
and wearing of a sanitary mask,
among others.

-Measures at the airport level:
e Asfarasoperationis concerned,
a practical and integrated plan
was implemented to prevent and
reduce the health risks of the
Corona pandemic, which enabled
the gradual resumption of airport
activities in the best conditions of
health safety for travelers, users
and all air transport users.

On the financial side, the Office
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In order to ensure safety, security
and regularity of air transport
requirements, the Kingdom of
Morocco has continued to keep
pace with the recommendations
issued by the International Civil
Aviation Organization in these
sensitive areas. In this regard,
Morocco has established a
National Civil Aviation Security

Committee  consisting of all
concerned  national  security
institutions and local airport
security committees, as well
as a national air transport
facilitation committee. The
General Directorate of Civil
Aviation regularly  monitors

the implementation of the
recommendations and decisions
of these two committees. In the
same context, Morocco has a
training center in the field of
aviation security accredited by
the International Civil Aviation
Organization.

With regard to air navigation,
Morocco has also worked
towards rehabilitating the system
by securing air navigation
services by virtue of its position
as a transit center and meeting
point for air routes connecting
continents. Thus, Morocco has
adopted the latest methods of
management and operation,
including the use of radar and
satellites telecommunication,
while continuing to focus on the
human resources’ training in the
scope of the periodic monitoring

of the International Civil Aviation
Organization and partner
countries, as well as specialized
regional organizations such as
the European Organization for
the Safety of Air Navigation.
In this context, Morocco has
been involved in implementing
the program of the European
Organization for the Safety of
Air Navigation, as the Moroccan
civil aviation authorities issued
an air navigation plan according
to the model approved by this
organization to manage air traffic
in the airspace and airports that
are under the responsibilities of
these authorities.

For reference, a second center
was opened to monitor the
safety of air navigation in Agadir,
to be added to the center in
Casablanca, which helped
increase the capacity of the
Moroccan  airspace.

At the airport level, the Office
National des Aéroports, as

a public institution under the
Ministry’s  custody, continued
to implement the investment

program planned within the
framework of the airport master
plan, with the aim of increasing
the capacity of the airport
infrastructure. This in addition to
the privatization of some activities
at national airports, and we
mention in particular the airport
ground handling services.

According to the government
decision related to structuring
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the management of public
institutions, the concerned

authorities are in the process
of carrying out field studies
to develop effective solutions
regarding the management and
structure of the airport sector in
our country.

The aviation sector human
resources training is extremely
important, whereas, the General
Directorate of Civil Aviation
enables its managers and
employees to beneficiate from
on the job training opportunities
within the framework of bilateral
cooperation with some brotherly
countries, as well as within
the framework of multilateral
cooperation, especially in some
sensitive areas such as aircraft
safety monitoring and airport
security.

With regard to industrialization,
Morocco has adopted since 2009
anambitious programforindustrial
takeoff, of which civil aviation is
one of the main components.
Thus, many of the leading
industrial units specialized in
activities related to civil aviation
are located at the industrial pole
near the Mohammed V airport in
Casablanca, and we mention in
particular the industrial center of
the Royal Air Maroc airline.

Inorderto develop and modernize
the legal framework regulating
the civil aviation sector in
Morocco, the Ministry of Tourism,



The most important elements of
this concern can be highlighted in
particular in the following basics:

* Morocco’s accession since
1957 to the International Civil
Aviation Organization and the
gradual ratification of international
conventions adopted by this
organization;

e Establishing a legal arsenal
to regulate the civil aviation
sector in Morocco, and creating
administrative  structures  for
managing this sector;

e The establishment of Royal Air
Maroc company, as the national
airline for air transport;

e Developing airport
infrastructures, and equipping
them with the latest management
and control mechanisms for air
navigation. Morocco currently
has 26 airport facilities, of which
18 are open to international air
traffic;

e Managing and  controlling
the Moroccan airspace, given
the extreme importance of this
issue due to Morocco’s unique
geographical  location;

e The training of the necessary
human resources to keep
pace with the development of
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the sector in our country, by
creating institutions to train
pilots, civil aviation engineers
and technicians and airport staff,
in addition to licensing private
institutions  concerned  with
training technical and commercial
air crews.

he global civil aviation
sector is experiencing
developments in
of the policy off
privatization, liberalization,

and the emergence of majo
conglomerates resulting from
he merger of interests. What
is your fieldwork plan in this
perspective?

Since the inception of the civil
aviation system in  Morocco,
successive governments have
exerted tremendous efforts to
keep pace with the developments
in the sector at the global level.

Thus, since 1997, Morocco has
adopted an ambitious policy
to liberalize the air transport
sector, which was embodied by
the adoption of the Open Skies
Agreement with the United States
of America in 2000 first, and with
the European Union at the end of
2006, and then Morocco joined
the agreement to liberalize air
transport between Arab countries
in 2011. This comes in addition
to the adoption of several more
liberal bilateral agreements with
Asian, American and African
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countries.

Moreover, in consecration of the
ambitious policy of our country,
and afterthe return of the Kingdom
of Morocco to the African Union,
Morocco joined, since January
2020, the Unified African Air
Transport market, relating to
the liberalization of air transport
between  African  countries.
This initiative will enable, after
activating the implementation
procedures by the concerned
countries, to provide important
possibilities to develop Morocco’s
air link to the African markets, by
enabling national companies to
provide flights between Morocco
and these countries, without
restrictions in terms of transport
rights, capacity or number of
flights.

For its part, the Royal Air Maroc
airline continued to develop its air
fleet to enable it to strengthen its
presence in the most important
international routes, especially
on the African continent. It
also actively contributes to the
development of the domestic
airline network to keep pace
with  regional and tourism
development. Not to mention,
the national airline has joined the
«Oneworld» alliance since March
2020.
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Moroccan Minister of Tourism, Handicrafts, Air Transport and Social
Economy in an interview with «Arab Aviation» : The aviation sector is
receiving special attention from Moroccan public authorities

Nadia Fattah: We seek to develop Morocco’s air connectivity network to African markets

Nadia Fattah, Moroccan Minister
of Tourism, Handicrafts, Air
Transport and Social Economy
said that the civil aviation sector
in Morocco is getting special
attention from the Moroccan
public authorities, given that
it is a strategic development
component for Morocco. It
contributes in a direct manner
in keeping pace with sectoral
development programs of
economic and social importance.
In addition, it also contributes in
the outreach of various countries
of the world, as Morocco invests
in its distinguished geographical
position as a crossroads for the
continents of Europe, Africa
and America, which enables
its integration into its regional,
continental and international
surroundings.

The Moroccan minister added
that since 1997, Morocco has
adopted an ambitious policy
to liberalize the air transport
sector, materialized at first by

the adoption of the Open Skies
Agreement with the United
States of America in 2000, and
with the European Union at the
end of 2006, and then Morocco
joined the agreement to liberalize
air transport between Arab
countries in 2011. Later Morocco
concluded several more liberal
bilateral agreements with Asian,
American and African countries.
In consecration of this ambitious
policy, and after the return of the
KingdomofMoroccotothe African
Union, Morocco has joined since
January 2020, the unified African
air transport market, which is
related to the liberalization of
air transport between African
countries, which will enable, after
activating the implementation
procedures by the concerned
countries, to provide important
possibilities for the development
of Morocco’s air connectivity
network towards African markets,
by allowing national airlines to
provide flights between Morocco
and these countries, without
restrictions in terms of transport
rights, capacity, or number of
trips. The following is the text of
the dialogue we had with Her
Excellency:

As the Minister of Tourism,
Handicrafts, Air Transport

and the Social Economy, you
oversee the main pillars of the

Moroccan economic fabric.
Where does the civil aviation
sector stand among you
concerns and interests?

At the outset, | would like to
thank the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization for giving me
this opportunity to apprise you
about the civil aviation system in
Morocco, and the developments
that this system has witnessed.
The civil aviation sector in
Morocco receives special
attention from the Moroccan
public authorities, given that
it is a strategic component of
development in our country, as
it directly contributes to keeping
pace with sectoral development
programs of economic and
social importance, in addition
to its contribution to connecting
with various countries of the
world, where Morocco invests
its distinguished geographical
position at the crossroads of the
continents of Europe, Africa and
America, which contributes to
its integration into its regional,
continental and  international
surroundings.
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Speech of His Excellency Engineer / Mohamed Al-Bakri
Regional Vice President of IATA for Africa and the Middle East

It is my pleasure on behalf of
my  colleagues in  the
International  Air  Transport
Association, and on my own
behalf, to congratulate the
Arab Civil Aviation
Organization, led by my dear
brother Eng. Abdennebi
Manar, on the occasion of the
commemoration of the 25th
anniversary of the founding of
the organization, marking the
culmination of the spirit of
cooperation, partnership and
collective action for promoting
civil aviation.

| would like to congratulate all
my colleagues, brothers and
sisters in charge and workers
inthe sector on the celebration
of the Arab Civil Aviation Day,
which is considered a vital
sector that provides about
three million 400 thousand
jobs, and supports economic
activity with an average 213
billion dollars annually in the
Arab World.

We pride ourselves at the
International  Air  Transport
Association for the close
relations that bind us with
the Arab  Civil Aviation
Organization and its
honorable members.  Our
relations are based on the
foundation of cooperation and
concerted efforts to support
the air transport sector and
enhance the pioneering
position that it was able to
achieve at the world level,
thanks to the wise leaders
represented by the member

states of your esteemed
organization, and effective
partnerships established

with the Arab airlines and all
workers in the sector with the
aim to build an integrated
and strong system capable of
excellence and competition

based on the highest
international standards.
The cooperation between

the Association and the

Organization encompasses
several areas, including
general policies and
procedures related to air
transport, civil aviation,
international standards,
infrastructure, capacity

building and training through
joint activities and organizing
committees.

A blessed agreement was
signed on April 2019; an
agreement of understanding
to strengthen historical
and strategic relations, to
lay down a sustainable
methodology  for  working
together, as we all believe
that strong  partnerships
with governments are the
pillar and the main catalyst
for achieving success
and developing the sector
worldwide.

This occasion comes at a time
when the air transport industry
witnessed the worst crises
of all times, that ravaged the
sector and cast its shadow
over all its components; and
perhaps this  celebration
brings with it the optimism of
a better year full of grace at
all levels.

For we are fully confident that
by intensifying our efforts and
working hand in hand, we
will be able to overcome this
crisis, recover from it, and
make the Arab air transport
sector, return, thanks to God
Almighty to its former levels
of prosperity, distinction and
remarkable development that
made it the focus of attention
among all other regions in the
world.

This confidence did not come
out of void, as our Arab region
has proved every time it was
exposed to a crises that the
growth it has witnessed and
will witness is a real growth
resulting from objective and
fundamental reasons, the
most important of which is
the vision of the wise regional
governments and their belief
in the importance of this
sector.  Monitoring centers
and airports equipped with
the latest modern technology
have been established and
huge investments in human
resources and fleets were
injected, as well as modern
infrastructure  projects, in
addition to supporting the
ambitious plans of the region’s
airlines, which resulted in an
increase in their market share
as a result of the expansion
of airline networks and the
level of service they provide
and place them at the highest
level of services globally.

Despite the harsh conditions,
there is always a positive
side that we must highlight,
as this pandemic was able
to shed light on the vitality
of this sector and its direct
impact on the course of
life, including human and
practical relations. The
vibrant artery of the economy
and that the basis for success
is work within an integrated
system that includes all
components of the State on
one hand, i.e. health, tourism,
economy, development and
all components of the sector
on the other hand.

Your Excellences,

The constant concern of your
esteemed organization and
the initiative to unite ranks
and take constantly positive
steps has an effective
role in addressing various
challenges, and the pivotal
role played by the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization and its
members is the best example
of joint action and progress

towards one goal.

| must refer here to three
important matters that will
support the effective restart
of the sector and its recovery
from the severe effects of
the Corona pandemic, those
issues we share altogether
with the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization by  putting
them to the consideration
of Arab countries in various
conferences and events:

1- The application of a
consistent and agreed
approach  between Arab
countries and other regional
and international views with
regards to health measures
for travel recommended by
the ICAO Council working
group known as the Cart,
which mainly consists on
a gradual system of health
measures covering all stages
of travel.

2- Abolishing the quarantine
procedures upon arrival and
replacing them with a rapid
testing for the Coronavirus.

3- Adopting a global approach
to allow the exchange of
electronic travel cards that
include all health information
and procedures required
by governments, as the
electronic card is linked to the
traveler’'s digital identity, and
approved by the authorities
at the point of departure and
arrival, which facilitates travel
operations and procedures.

In conclusion, | would like

to reiterate  my thanks,
appreciation and respect
to the Arab Civil Aviation

Organization represented by
its leadership, its team and
its members for the great
efforts and hard work and
for giving the opportunity to
the Air Transport Association
representing airlines  to
be part of this blessed
celebration. Peace be upon
you and the mercy of God be
upon you
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Speech of His Excellency Mr. Abdel Wahab Toufaha
Secretary General of the Arab Air Carriers Organization

On behalf of the Arab Air
Carriers Organization its
members and staff in the
General  Secretariat, |
would like to extend to the
Arab Civil Aviation
Organization and all Arab
civil aviation authorities,
and in my personal name,
my  heartfelt  warmest
congratulations on the
25th anniversary of the
founding of the
organization.

The Arab Air Carriers
‘Organization  considers
the Arab Civil Aviation

Organization as a basic

framework that brings
together Arab civil
aviation authorities.

This framework not only
does it help coordinate
positions among them,
but also proposes new
standard measures

in the Arab world that
contribute in improving
the performance of Arab
civil aviation, and reflect
the strength and weight of
air transport in this region
at all levels, the most
important of them being
the international level.

We  believe in the
Organization that perhaps
the most important
achievement in  terms
of cooperation between
ACAO and AACO is the
Damascus  Agreement.
And here | must recall the
late Abdel-Jawad Daoudi,
whom in his capacity
at that time as Director
General of what was called
the Arab Civil Aviation
Authority, played a pivotal
role in convincing Arab
countries that the future
of the Arab air transport
and its strengthening will
be guaranteed through
the establishment of a
unified Arab air transport
market. the Damascus
Agreement came with
the support of the Arab
Air Carriers Organization
and its members to
create the main building
block for reaching this
goal. In addition to that,
cooperation between

ACAO and AACO has
always been based on a
close and constructive
cooperation and relies
on the idea that the
role of the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization is
a regulator. It is also a
fundamental role as the
voice of Arab air transport
and civil aviation in this
region at the regional and
international  levels.

Perhaps one of the most

important results of
this recognition is what
happened during the

recent Corona pandemic,
which we are still living

through. The great
cooperation  that took
place between ACAO

and AACO has led ICAO
itself to adopt many of
the proposals that were
developed in cooperation
between the two
organizations and other
frameworks. We always
see in this cooperation a
support to  civil aviation
and a back up to Arab
airlines because through
this cooperation we
are committed together
to serving the main
objectives of our joint
work, which are firstly to
serve the consumer and

to ensure the air transport
is compliant with high
level safety, security and
committed to serving the
Arab Countries economies
by creating an added
value transport Air and
civil aviation, which made
the Arab air transport
contribution to the Arab
GDP almost double the
contribution registered at
the international level.

Finally, one of the
outcomes of this
cooperation is also the
competitiveness of Arab
airlines, not only at the
national or regional level,
but also at the international
level. They has come to
be considered by the
consumers among the
most competitive and
attractive airlines in the
world.

I conclude by
congratulating the
organization and the Arab
civil aviation authorities,
an in particular my
dear brother, friend
and colleague Abdenbi
Manar, for his pioneering
leadership in recent years,
and | wish you every
success.
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Speech of His Excellency Mr. Saud Reda Hashem
Representative of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the ICAO Council
Coordinator of the Arab Group at the ICAO Council

From the headquarters of the
International  Civil  Aviation
Organization (ICAO) in
Montreal, Canada, | send my
greetings to your generous
gathering.

As you know, international
organizations are divided into
organizations that represent
governments such as the
International  Civil  Aviation
Organization, ICAO, and
others that represent the
industry sector such as IATA,
ACI, CANSO, IFALPA, and
others. The International Civil
Aviation Organization (ICAO)
is one of the specialized
agencies of the United
Nations, as it was established
in 1947 as a reflection of
the multilateral agreement
signed by Governments,
known as the Convention on
International Civil Aviation or
the Chicago Convention of
1944.

Hence, the governments of the
member states are the ones
who adopt decisions within
ICAO, whether at the level
of ordinary or extraordinary
general  assemblies, the
regular general assemblies
that are held every three
years or at the level of the
organization’s council that is
a permanent body, working
throughout the vyear and
elected by these assemblies
in order to implement their
decisions and supervise the
work of the Organization’s

General Secretariat.

ICAO encourages member
states to communicate and
coordinate through regional
organizations, and among
these organizationsisthe Arab
Civil Aviation Organization in
Rabat, which is affiliated to
the League of Arab States,
and has representative of its
member countries in ICAO,
like other sister organizations,
i.e. the African Civil Aviation
Commission (AFCAC), the
Latin American Civil Aviation
Commission (LACAC), and
the European Civil Aviation
Conference (ECAC), while
East Asian countries do not
have a regional organization
representing them.

All that we have mentioned
is intended to clarify the
great importance of the Arab
Civil  Aviation Organization
as a representative of the
Arab bloc among other
regional  blocs.  Through
the Arab  Civil Aviation
Organization, the interests
of the Arab group shall be
fulfilled in coordination with
other regional organizations
in all interesting matters
related to international civil
aviation, whether politically
or  technically.  Through
these regional organizations,
all  ICAO outputs are
implemented in all the regions
of the world.

Welcome to the ICAO Council
Chamber

The Arab Group on the ICAO
Council and with the support
of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization, which has put
in place a close coordination
with regional organizations
representing  other  blocs,
had many achievements,
including:

1-  Success in  making
Arabic one of the six official
languages of ICAO, which
facilitated the participation
of Arab delegations in the
meetings of the general

assemblies, committees
and working groups of
the organization, as well
as the availability of the
organization’s  outputs in
Arabic for all Arab countries,
especially in the areas related
to enhancing air safety and
international  civil aviation
security

2- Success in obtaining four
seats on the ICAO Council for
the ACAO member Countries
through  coordination  with
other regional organizations,
two seats in the second
category and two seats in the
third category.

3- Success in obtaining one
seat in the air navigation
commission (ANC)
concerned with international
air navigation safety, taking
into account the needs of the
Arab region when presenting
the outputs of the Air
Navigation Commission to the
Council of the Organization
for approval.

4- The support of the ACAO
had a positive impact through
coordination with other
regional organizations on the
success of His Excellency
Dr. Al-Tayeb Al-Sharif from
Algeria immediately in the
position of Secretary-General
for two consecutive times,
starting from the year 2003 to
2009.

Future challenges:

The most important role
that the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization plays, which
guarantees the fulfilment of
the interests of its member
countries within the ICAQO, is
to coordinate between them
to nominate economically
and politically strong Arab
countries at the international
level for membership in
the ICAO Council, so that
they are countries capable
of protecting the interests
of the Arab group in a sea
of sometimes compatible
interests and other times,

colliding one, and then
the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization coordinates the
exchange of support with
other regional organizations.

The Arab Civil Aviation
Organization is also entrusted
with  coordinating positions
among its member states
to nominate the best Arab
competencies to occupy
leadership positions in the
ICAO and to help them obtain
these positions.

It is also the responsibility
of the ACAO to ensure
coordination among its
countries to face various
new challenges within ICAQO,
for example but not limited
to, the ambitious long-term
goal of civil aviation and the
development of the Universal
Safety Oversight  Audit
Program in accordance with
the continuous monitoring
approach, and the High-
level body between the
organization and the industry
in order to provide strategic
advice to the Council in the
field of aviation innovation and
the implications it may entail
to increase the influence and
control of major countries over
the organization’s work, as
well as continuing to develop
relations between the Arab
Civil  Aviation Organization
and the ICAQO Regional Office
for the Middle East in Cairo, in
order to help Arab countries

implement ICAO outputs.
The Arab Civil Aviation
Organization is entrusted

with a great responsibility in
preserving and developing
the interests of the Arab
Group through continuous
communication and
concluding agreements with
other regional organizations.

Therefore, the collective
action of Arab countries
through the Arab  Civil

Aviation Organization is what
serves the interests of the
Arab  group.
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First Vice President of the Civil Aviation Commission for
Latin America and the Caribbean

Today is a special day for
aviation. It is a day of
celebration. It is a day
when international
organizations, along with
other members of the
aeronautical community,
gather to celebrate the
25th anniversary of the
founding of the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization.

It is a great honor for
me, on behalf of all the
member states of LACAC,
to extend an affectionate
greeting at this important
event. We gather virtually,
in the midst of the most
challenging times that
we have had to live and
with the hope that comes
from seeing that aviation
is still active, despite
everything, with advances

and setbacks, but firm in
its mission to connect the
world.

Distinguished  President
and General Director of
ACAO, through vyou, |
would like to extend my
greetings to all those who
work in ACAO, but also
to all the civil aviation
authorities that make up
ACAOQO. It is the people
who make the institutions
great; it is them that we

must first acknowledge
and congratulate.
ACAO turns 25, and

institutional history
reminds us of the well-
known phrase by Jean
Monnet, “Nothing is
possible  without men,
but nothing lasts without
institutions.” There have
been many whothroughout
the history of ACAO
have been developing
and ftransforming it to
successfully overcome
the new challenges that
aviation always faces.

But it is not just the people
who pass by. Everytime we
celebrate an anniversary,
we must keep in mind
the course of time. As it
progresses, institutions
like ACAO adapt to

changing times. It is that
capacity for adaptation, a
quality shared by the sister
organizations present
here, that modernize our
institutions. Thus, we find
a synthesis between the
experience of tasks well
done in the past with
the innovation required
to successfully face the
future.

| say the above as a
traveling  partner and
also as a witness to the
evolution of this sister
organization, with whom
we share history. We
have cultivated a long
tradition of understanding,
and we are sure that we
will continue to advance
together, supporting
each other, to make
our institutions evolve,
following  the  greater
objective, that civil aviation

develops virtuously as
the economic and social
engine of our people.
The relationship
between ACAO and
LACAC is  contained
in the Memorandum

of Understanding that
we signed on May 17,
2000. In it, we agreed to
reciprocally provide each
other  with

information

related to the development
of civil aviation in the
Arab world and in Latin
America and specially to
develop cooperation in all
the areas of international
civil aviation, particularly
in the fields of airport
security, operational
security, environment, and
ATM. During the course
of these vyears, there
have been numerous
opportunities for meetings
and cooperation between
our  organizations.

When we are united, we
are able to conquer even
what seems impossible.
Several vaccines have
been developed in record
time, and in a few months,
| dare to predict, we will
be at the end of this long
journey.

| want to end these
words by congratulating
ACAOQO again. Receive the
recognition and admiration
of Latin America and the
Caribbean and may the
next 25 years continue
on the same path of
success that you have
already charted. Happy
Anniversary!



Your excellences, ladies
and gentlemen, dear
friends,

Thank you very much for
inviting me to this ACAO
silver anniversary event
and for giving me the
opportunity to address you
today.

Wherever | go and
whomever | meet these
days, all we talk about is
the crisis. So it is really
great to meet with you
today to finally celebrate
something as positive as
ACAQ’s 25th anniversary!

From its earliest years,
ACAQ’s ambition was
not only to integrate civil
aviation authorities inside

Special

Speech of His Excellency henrik hololei

Director-General for Mobility and Transport

the Arab League, but also
to build bridges between
the Arab world and other

regional and global
aviation organisations
and institutions. Already

in 1999 — just three years

after its  establishment
- ACAO signed a
cooperation  agreement

with the International Civil
Aviation Organization.
Since then close contacts

were  developed  with
regional and national
organisations around
the  world, including

with  ACAC, LACAC and
ECAC, Eurocontrol and
ACI, to name a few. In
April 2019, | had the
pleasure to sign with His
Excellency Abdennebi
Manar, your  Director
General, an administrative
arrangement, which
officialised  the  good
and friendly cooperation
between ACAO and the
Directorate-General for
Mobility and Transport of
the European Commission.

ACAQO is for us a very
important partner. In 2019
last year

- the before

COVID - over 100 million
passengers travelled
between the EU and
ACAO countries. Several
ACAO member states -
Morocco, Jordan, Tunisia,
Qatar and Oman - have
signed, or are about to
sign, comprehensive air
transport agreements with
the European Union, which
establish between us wide
ranging partnerships in all
aspects of civil aviation.
ACAO states and your

airlines and airports
are also crucial actors
supporting excellent

connectivity between the
EU and, respectively,
Asia, Oceania and Africa.

The ACAO region is home
to several major global
airlines — and so is the EU.
Our airlines and airports
are natural competitors
in the global aviation
market. But where others
see rivalry, | see potential
for partnership and
cooperation. Our regions
have always been socially
and culturally interlinked,
and we should strive
to further develop our
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collaboration that would
match these historic links.

Before the COVID crisis
erupted, we had planned
— together with ACAO - to
hold a high-level EU-Arab
Aviation Summit. It was
to take place last year in
Beirut, in the presence of
leading representatives of
the Arab and EU aviation
sectors, including public
authorities,  stakeholders
across the entire
aviation  value  chain,
and non-governmental
organisations. | deeply
regret that the summit had
to be postponed, but we
remain strongly committed
to holding it as soon as the
epidemiological situation,
and the lifting of travel
restrictions, allow it.

Ladies and gentlemen, |
wish ACAO a happy 25th
birthday, and | am looking
very much forward to an
interesting and successful
event today!

Thank you very much!



Special

tunnel.

We need to work together,
as brother Civil Aviation
Authorities internationally,
to facilitate the resumption
of air travel.

Singapore and ACAO
collaborate closely in the
ICAO Council Aviation
Recovery Task Force
(CART).

And here, I like to thank my
good friend, the Director-
General of ACAQ, for his
valuable contributions to
the process.

In Singapore, the
COVID-19 situation has
stabilized.

We now have very few
community  cases.

Therefore, as part of the
recovery, we are looking
at organizing pilots, so that
we can once again have
international conferences
in Singapore.

It is my hope that we will
be able to reconvene in
Singapore one day soon,
so that we can meet to
exchange  experiences,
and renew friendships.

Once again,
congratulations on your
25th anniversary.

| look forward to the
opportunity to meet again
with you very soon.

Shukran (Thank you)!
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Ms. INGRID CHERFILS

President of the European Civil Aviation Conference

| wish you divine blessings
and a prosperous year
and beyond.

It is a great pleasure and
honour for me to join
you today, to celebrate
the 25th anniversary of
the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization, on the
same day it was created
25 years ago (note:
ACAO was established
as a council in 1965 and
finally reconstitute on 7
February 1996 and moved
to Morocco, with members
of the Arab States).

The last 25 years have
demonstrated the
important role of ACAO
not only for the region
and its strong influence
in promoting civil aviation
through its vision for a
safe and secure aviation
sector. ACAO has made
significant achievements
in the field of air transport,
for example on safety,
security and environment,
and spared no effort to
meet the challenges of
international civil aviation,

in  particular in  recent
years.

ACAO and ECAC have
enjoyed  very  strong

cooperation  ties and
friendship for many years.
This  true  partnership
was formalized in
a Memorandum of
Understanding signed
more than 20 years ago,
on 16 May 2000.

We share the common
goal of promoting safe,
efficient, and sustainable
civil avia-tion.

We share a unique
view of air transport in
our respective regions,
gathering commit-ted
Member  States and
fostering relations  with
international partners,
both govern-ments and
industry. We are also key
enablers for harmonisation
of policies, proce-dures
and measures, driven by
the close relationship and
mutual interests existing
between our Member
States.

Thanks to organisations
like ACAQO, the role of
regional organisations
in  civil  aviation is
widely recognised and
appreciated. Cooperation
between all  regional
organisations, ACAOQ,
AFCAC, LACAC and
ECAC is key to fostering
implementation of
international requirements,
and overall, the promotion
of the vital interests of

regional and international
civil  aviation.

Our cooperation is all
the  more  noteworthy
at  ICAO Assemblies,
since one of the pil-lars
of our relationship is the
coordination before and
during main ICAO events,
along with participation in
each other’s respective
General Assemblies.
Looking ahead, the ICAO
high level conference on
COVID-19 scheduled in
October and the 41st ICAO
Assembly in 2022 will give
us further opportunities to
enhance our mechanisms
for  consultation  and
cooperation, and
to contribute to the
sustainable recovery of
our air transport industry.
| would be glad if ECAC
and ACAO could share
information on their
respective ambitions for
these events, and | am
fully convinced that in
the con-text of our MOU,
we could reach better
understanding of each
others’ objectives and
agree on a set of common
priorities.

Excellencies,
distinguished guests,
Ladies and gentlemen,
on behalf of the European
Civil Aviation Conference,
I would like to thank ACAO
for the opportunity to be
here today, and extend our
best wishes for continued
success and cooperation
in the next 25 years!



and heads of civil aviation
in all member states of the
organization’s projects,
programs and activities.
More than 250 Arab
experts have worked on
their implementation and
thousands of officials
and staff of the Arab Civil
Aviation Authorities have
benefited from them.

These achievements
have also been made
in cooperation with
international and regional
organizations, friendly
countries and our partners
from diverse specialized
bodies and institutions.
Our future vision for
the organization’s work
includes more openness
to new partners related to
the organization’s field of
work. We will also strive
for the organization to
be present at various
regional and international
forums to introduce its
most important programs
and activities, and to
search  for  additional
resources to assist in
their implementation
in cooperation and
partnership  with  those
bodies, so that the
organization continues to
progress in its mission in
support of comprehensive
and sustainable
development.

Atatimewhenthetransport
sector is experiencing
an unprecedented crisis
because of the outbreak of
the Corona pandemic, the
international  community
has unanimously agreed
to make all efforts to
implement a road map
towards resilience and
recovery, so let us intensify
our efforts so that aviation
traffic returns to normal.

Special

Your Excellences’,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
the commemoration of
the  25th  anniversary
of the establishment of
the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization should be
a powerful moment for
anticipating the future,
rather than a retrospective
of achievements.

Therefore, we are
confident, and through
the concerted efforts

of all stakeholders, and
with the full participation
of the members of the
organization, we  will
be able to formulate
a constructive and
promising outlook for the
work of this respectable
organization.

Allow me to take the
opportunity on this
occasion to thank
the country where
the headquarters are
established, namely the
Kingdom of Morocco for its
continuous support to the
organization in facilitating
its work to fulfill its role to
the best. | wish the Arab
countries prosperity and
development, hoping they
will remain as they are
incubators and supportive
to the organization. | am
also pleased to extend
my congratulation to all
Experts and employees
wishing them every
success, excellence and
| plead for mercy and
forgiveness for those who
have passed away among
leaders and staff of the
organization, asking God
Almighty to provide us with
the necessary help to carry
on the responsibilities
entrusted by our leaders
to live up to everyone's
expectations.
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Speech of His Excellency Mr. Kevin
Shum
Director-General, Civil Aviation Authority
of Singapore

Excellencies, Brother
Director-Generals of Civil
Aviation, Members of the
Arab Civil Aviation
Organization (ACAO);

Friends and colleagues;
Marhaban (Greetings).

On behalf of the Civil
Aviation  Authority  of
Singapore (CAAS), let me
congratulate ACAO on
your 25th  Anniversary.

It is a significant milestone,
and | would love to take
the  opportunity  here,
to reaffirm the special
relationship between
ACAO and Singapore.

Our friendship  started
18 years ago with
a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) on
civil aviation  training.

Over the vyears, this
friendship has developed
into a deep partnership.

And today, we collaborate
on many many issues, for
the mutual benefit of our
aviation sectors.

Over 4,400 participants
from ACAO member states

have attended training at
the Singapore Aviation
Academy (SAA).

This has benefitted both
the Asia Pacific region, as
well as the Arab region.

800 of these participants
were awarded fellowships
by the Singapore
Government.

Even as we manage the
impact of the COVID-19
pandemic on our aviation
sectors, we still need to
emphasize human capital
development.

We must ensure that our
people have the necessary
skills and abilities to
manage the impact of
the pandemic, as well as
to prepare ourselves for
recovery.

CAAS remains committed
to working together with
ACAO on human capital
development.

Last year, we held the 6th
CAAS-ACAO customized
course on  Personnel
Licensing for  Auviation
Regulators.

33 participants from 10
ACAO member states
participated in this.

| hope they benefitted as
much as we did, and | look
forward to the opportunity
and the privilege of
continuing to work together
with  ACAO on human
capital  development.

Now that vaccines for
COVID-19 are here, there
is light at the end of the
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the Director General of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization.

At the outset, it is my
pleasure to extend to you
my warmest greetings and
welcome to the
headquarters of the Arab
Civil Aviation Organization
in Rabat, the capital of the
Kingdom of Morocco, and
| offer my sincere heartfelt
congratulations in
commemoration of the
25th anniversary of the
establishment of the Arab
Civil Aviation Organization.

The establishment of

the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization, as a
specialized Arab

organization affiliated to
the League of Arab States,
constituted a qualitative
development in  joint
Arab action, in order to
implement its objectives
and goals through
performing its key tasks.

The civil aviation sector is
considered one of the most
important global industries
as it plays an important
role in developing the
global economy, directly

and indirectly, through
its associated industries,
including in  particular,

moderntechnology usedin
air navigation or in related

air  transport  activities
or accurate equipment
to ensure security and
safety at airports and
accompanying services,
and high level human
resources  employment.
It also contributes to the
revitalization of the tourism
sector by facilitating the
movement  of  people
as well as qualitative
trade exchange and
communication among
peoples.

The air transport sector
contributesto the economy
of the Arab countries in
terms of job opportunities
and internal output, as
the latter exceeded 7.6%,
which is more than twice
the global average, and
job opportunities reached
(6) million.

We also proudly place in
record the achievements
made in the Arab
countries to keep pace
with the air traffic growth,
especially with regard to
opening new airports and
expanding existing ones,
developing air carrier's
fleets, attracting investors
and capital, as well as
building capacities in all
areas of civil aviation. The
greatest proof of this is the
security, safety and quality
indicators achieved by the
Arab aviation system.

A tangible contribution
to the gross domestic
product and job
opportunities at the Arab
level;

The highest revenues in
terms of passenger and
cargo transportation;

An advanced ranking
for Arab countries in the
number of international
travelers and the quantity
of airfreight;

A distinguished
classification of Arab air
carriers for their level of
service quality;

The world’s most attractive
airport for international
travelers.

It is also considered a
promising industry thanks
to many qualifications
summarized as follows:

1) Proximity to the tourist
markets in northwestern
Europe;

2) Geographical location
between FEurope, Africa
and Asia, which s
considered a good starting
points for airlines on long
routes between Western
Europe and the East Asia
and Pacific region;

3) The infrastructure for
quality tourism expansion
through  the  massive
development of hotels in
major cities and coastal
resorts;

4) Transportation
infrastructure  provision,
including high-quality
roads and airports,
in accordance with
international  standards;

5) Richness in
cultural attractions
(archaeological, historical
and religious sites);

6) The favorable climate
for beach tourism and
the increase in number of
resorts;

7) The continued tourism

among Arab countries
increase due to close
similarities in  customs,

traditions and common
language;

8) Family ties between
citizens of different Arab
countries  that create
“extended families within
the region;

9) The growth of new
tourism trends such as
«medical tourism» among

Arab  countries;

10) The positive impact of
globalization,  especially
increasing investment
incentives, improving
and diversifying tourism
products, enhancing

marketing activities  (in

terms of quality and
quantity), institutional
development, public-
private partnerships
that are now taking

place in many countries,
and technological
advancement of
communication and
media.

This is in addition to
the adoption of an air
transport liberalization
policy, the increase in the
share of low-cost airlines,
and the strengthening
of incentives for air
navigation and airport
services  fees.

Parallel to this boom, Arab
countries have contributed
in carrying out joint Arab
action through the Arab
Civil Aviation Organization.
Its contribution embodied
in the supervision of their
Excellences’ the ministers
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Assistant Director General of the National
Civil Aviation Agency

On the occasion of the
Arab Civil Aviation Day,
which coincides with
the twenty-fifth
anniversary  of  the
establishment of the

Arab  Civil  Aviation
Organization, | cannot
help but extend my

congratulations and to
all the employees of the
civil aviation sector in
our Arab countries and
those in charge of the
Arab  Civil  Aviation
Organizations, with all
its affiliates, especially
the members of the
distinguished Executive
Council and the general
directorate of the

organization and all its
employees and staff.

This organization is the
de facto incubator for
the various aspects of
cooperation  between
our Arab countries in
the field of civil aviation,
which is  constantly
making active efforts to
develop this sector and
advance it for the better.
This is what has been
embodied through its
support for our country
and its cooperation with
it in some important
related fields, such as
staff training in the field
of civil aviation, and the
support and assistance
of our country in
preparing for our
country’s civil aviation

system audit, and to
support its  positions
during negotiations

with other international
bodies. These efforts

formed a solid ground
and a strong pillar for
the advancement of the
civil aviation sector in
our country.

The future aspirations
that we wish to
achieve through the
special efforts of our
organization consist in
the  following:

-Developing the civil
aviation sector in
our countries and
advancing it towards
the  better;

-Coordination of

common Arab positions;

- Activating the role
of Arab blocs in the
field of civil aviation to
confront other similar
blocs in order to protect
interests of Arab civil
aviation and friendly
interests at the regional
and international levels;

- Developing the inter-
Arab air transportmarket
between our countries
and encouraging our
air carriers to activate
reciprocal air traffic
rights  between  our
countries  ’airports.

| confirm hereby our
readiness, at the

National Civil Aviation
Agency of the Islamic
Republic of Mauritania,
to support all the
organization’s  efforts
aimed at achieving
fruitful  and effective
Arab  cooperation in
various related fields of
the civil aviation sector.

In conclusion, | can only
wish everyone success
and steady progress
towards achieving the
desired goals aimed
at  developing  our
sector and advancing
it for the better within
the framework of our
Arab  Civil  Aviation
Organization and the
achievement of its goals
and aspirations.

Peace and Allah’s
mercy be upon you.

Congratulations on the
occasions of the Arab
Civil Aviation Day and
the 25th anniversary
of the establishment of
the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization.
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Head of the Civil Aviation Authority - Arab Republic of Egypt

| am honored to extend my
sincere congratulations to
all of you onthe celebration
of the 25th anniversary of
the establishment of the
Arab Civil Aviation
Organization, which will
take place on 07/02/2021.

| am also pleased to
convey to you the sincere
greetings of the Egyptian

civil aviation family,
wishing you continued
success.

The Arab Republic of
Egyptis proud of beingone
of the first member states
of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization since its
establishment in 1996, as
it has participated in all the
organization’s  activities,
including seminars and
workshops, in addition
to being a long-standing
member of the Executive
Council in addition to
many committees of the
organization.

In this context, we would
like to emphasize the
pioneering role that
the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization plays in
documenting cooperation
and coordination among
Arab countries in the field
of civil aviation and its
development, in addition
to  exchanging views

among Arab countries
to coordinate the Arab
position in the field of civil
aviation at a global level.

The aviation sector has
recently suffered a severe
crisis because of the
spread of the Covid 19
pandemic. It has led to
the complete stoppage of
air traffic in many countries
in order to limit the spread
of the virus, and despite
the partial recovery of
air traffic, the latter is not
expected to compensate
for the losses resulting
from the shut down and no
total recovery of aviation
traffic is expected for the
near future.

Therefore, the  matter
requires close and
effective cooperation

between Arab countries
to exchange experiences
in this field, naturally,
under the umbrella of
the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization, which has to
play its coordinating role
in this regard.

Over the years of the
organization’s work, Egypt
has actively contributed to
the implementation of the
organization’s objectives
in all areas and activities
of air transport. Egypt
has thus participated
by chairing a study and
development team for
drafting the guidelines
for the protection of the
rights of the air traveler,
the guidelines were meant
to be a reference for
the contractual relations
between airlines and
travelers. In addition,
Egypt has contributed
to the redrafting of the
Tax exchange exemption
and customs duties on
air transport equipment

agreement, in addition to
amending the agreement
establishing the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization,
which includes updating

the  working methods
and the organizational
structure of the

organization.

In the field of aviation
security, Egypt has
actively participated in
establishing a team of
aviation security experts
in the organization in
addition to its support to
the team with a number
of aviation security
experts accredited by the
International Civil Aviation
Organization.

With  regard to the
Environment  Committee,
Egypt contributed to

the preparation of the
first guidebook for civil
aviation authorities in Arab
countries related to entities
responsible for protecting
the environment in the
field of civil aviation. It has
also participated as well
in preparing the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization’s
strategy in the field of
civil aviation environment,
which was recently
adopted in addition to
organizing an introduction
course to the new ICAO
Standards on emissions
and carbon dioxide.

As far as training is
concerned, Egypt has
hosted for the first time 5
training courses in the field
of air transport to raise the
efficiency of staff and Arab
civil aviation authorities
under the umbrella of the
organization.

In addition to dispatching
accredited experts
to teach courses and
organize workshops in all

fields of civil aviation.

Moreover, it is worth
mentioning its  active
participation in the
workshops organized by
the organization.

And as we have already
mentioned, with the
challenges facing the civil
aviation sector, especially
in the current period, we
look forward to continuing
close cooperation with
member  states under
the umbrella of the
organization by unifying
and consolidating the
Arab role globally.

In addition, it is committed
to more coordination in
terms of capacity building
and  development  of
specialized cadres in
the field of civil aviation
through the creation of a
database including the
names of experts in each
specialty and making this
database available on the
organization’s website in
parallel to the development
of a combined and
comprehensive  training
plan to meet the training
needs of the member
states of the organization.

We also hope that, in the
future, with the Covid-19
pandemic, more efforts
will be made to exchange
experiences and
partnerships in the field
of air traffic recovery and
with the aim of reducing
losses  resulting  from
the complete air traffic
shutdown.

| thank you for giving
me the opportunity to
deliver this speech, and
| wish further success
and advancement in
contribution to the welfare
of the Arab civil aviation.
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President of the General Authority of Civil Aviation - State of Qatar

On the occasion of the
Arab Civil Aviation Day,
which we celebrate this
year on the seventh of
February, coinciding with
the 25th anniversary of the
establishment of the Arab
Civil Aviation Organization,
I am pleased to
congratulate allemployees
of the civil aviation sector
in all fellow Arab countries,
members of the
organization. This year’'s
celebration is a milestone
in the history of the
organization and  an
important opportunity to
highlight all the efforts
made by ACAO over the
past years with the aim of
strengthening cooperation
between Arab countries in
the field of aviation,
developing coordination
between them, and
enhancing the capabilities
and incentives to succeed

in achieving a safe and
sound air transport
system.

The march  of the
past twenty-five years
has  witnessed  many
achievements, as the
organization has played
an important role since its
inception in 1996 until now,
in seeking to advance the
aviation sector in our Arab
world because of the great
impact of this industry
on the economies of all
countries. This comes in
addition to its efforts in
the field of exchange of
experiences, information,
capacity building and
training, and its constant
keenness to ensure a
level and mechanism of
action commensurate
with modern requirements
and the continuous
development  witnessed
by this important sector.

And because we are
completely certain  that
success and reaching
goals will only be achieved
through concerted efforts
by all, the State of Qatar
has been keen from the
beginning to strengthen
cooperation relations with
the organizationandtoplay
an effective and influential
role in its  activities
and  effectiveness, in

addition to providing all
the necessary material,
technical and moral
support on an ongoing
basis, and based on our
belief in the necessity of
preparing qualified Arab
managers capable of
contributing to promoting
the comprehensive
renaissance of the aviation
sector in our Arab world
and achieving our goals
and aspirations all in
this field. Over the past
years, the State of Qatar
has provided grants for
students of various Arab
nationalities to study at
Qatar Aviation Academy,
which reached 230
scholarships, including 89
scholarships for students
currently studying at the
Academy.

It is a matter of pride for
us that these students
acceded to important
leadership  positions in
the aviation field in their
respective countries after
their graduation from the
Academy, so this will
enable them to employ
their acquired experiences
for the sake of developing
the civil aviation industry
locally and in the Arab
world.

At this stage, the aviation
facing many

sector is

major challenges and
difficult circumstances due
to the Corona pandemic.
We're definitely facing
an urgent need for more
cooperation and solidarity
with the aim of developing
mechanisms and methods
for dealing with crises and
adopting new methods
that would advance the
reality of civil aviation at the
Arab level, and secure its
requirements and its safety
in a way that enhances our
ability to face the various
changes and challenges
that may occur to the field
of civil aviation in the Arab
countries or around the
world.

On this day, we also renew
our hope for increasing
efforts towards unifying
visions and aspirations,
studying prospects for

joint Arab action, and
discussing next steps
together in  support of

the organization’s efforts
in a way that serves the
common interest of all,
so that the next stage will
be, as the past twenty-
five years have been full
of achievements and full
of important opportunities
that will contribute to
changing and leading
the future of the Arab civil
aviation sector for the
better.
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The importance of the
civil aviation sector
standing up in the face
of these developments,
changes and challenges
made us stress our need
to reconsider our future
goals to keep pace with
global changes and keep
pace with the accelerating
requirements of the
international air transport
industry. From this
standpoint, we have placed
innovation at the core of
our strategy, based on our
belief in the importance of
creativity and innovation,
so our employees have
the opportunity to compete
to present effective
proposals in the business
and services sector and
to simplify administrative
procedures to  match
the current and future
phase variables in the
civil aviation sector. The
issue of developing the
infrastructure for the civil
aviation sector is one of
the most important issue
that raises the concerns
of the government of the
Kingdom of Bahrain. The
targeted development
proceeds according to
the needs of the national
development programs
and their objectives
related to expanding civil
aviation sector facilities
and creating an attractive
environment for airlines
and supportive of the
national  economy.

In conclusion, | restate my
sincere  congratulations
to the Arab Civil Aviation
Authority on its 25th
anniversary, wishing it
further progress, success
and advancement to
be ranked with major
international aviation
organizations.
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Speech of His Excellency Mr. Habib EI Mekki
Director General of Civil Aviation - Tunisia

It is my pleasure to be part
of the celebration of the
25th anniversary of the
establishment of the Arab
Civil Aviation Organization,
which coincides with the
Arab Civil Aviation Day.
On this occasion, | would
like to extend my deepest
thanks and appreciation
to this great organization
and to the role played
in developing Arab civil
aviation, andstrengthening
partnerships and
communication among
Arab countries in this field.

| also wish to thank
their Excellences
ministers and heads of
civil aviation in fellow
Arab countries, Heads
and representatives  of
international and regional
organizations working in
the field of civil aviation for
their participation in this
important meeting, which
is further evidence of their
interest in developing the
Civil Aviation Organization
in the Arab region.

Ladies and gentlemen

We are proud that the
Republic of Tunisia is
one of the founding
members of the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization.
Since its accession to the

establishment convention,
it has been keen to support

the efforts undertaken
by the organization
through presence,
work and coordination

within the organization’s
structures such as the
Executive Council and
the technical committees
emanating from it. It also
put the experiences of
Tunisian expertise and
competencies at the
disposal of the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization
in various fields of civil
aviation such as air
safety, air navigation,
aviation security and the
environment.

Tunisia also contributed
to hosting training
courses, seminars and
workshops, with the aim
of  strengthening  the
knowledge capabilities of
Arab countries in order to
promote joint Arab action
and contribute to the
growth and development
of Arab civil aviation and
the development of safe,
orderly and sustainable air
transport.

We consider that the Arab
Civil Aviation Organization
is the umbrella of civil
aviation in the Arab world
and the focal point in
the field of civil aviation
for Arab countries. This
requires from all of us to
coordinate more in all
areas to take joint Arab
decisions as a single
bloc and further support
international cooperation
with regional and
international organizations
around the world and
support the organization’s

efforts to achieve its goals,
especially in light of the
difficult conditions that
ravaged countries and
their negative impact on
Arab aviation.

On this occasion, we
reiterate  our assertion
that we are determined to
continue our dynamic work
in order to further develop
and support the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization
in coordination and
cooperation  with  the
various stakeholders in the
Arab civil aviation sphere
and our international
partners. We are also
determined to give
the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization a pioneering
role in the field of civil
aviation at the international
level, especially in view of
the new challenges that
the civil aviation sector is
witnessing today and the
setback that the sector
has faced due to the
Covid 19 pandemic, which
requires intensifying our
efforts and uniting them
with the aim of advancing
the sector and achieving
its recovery.

In conclusion, allow me
to renew expressions of
thanks and appreciation
to the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization and to all civil
aviation authorities of fellow

Arab countries, wishing
them every success.
Many happy returns to

the Arab civil aviation and
many successful returns
to our Arab Civil Aviation
Organization.
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Speech of His Excellency Captain Haitem
Mesto , Chairman of the Board of Commis-
sioners of the Jordanian Civil Aviation Regu-
latory Commission - Chief Executive Officer

From Amman, the capital of
the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan, peace, mercy and
blessings of God be upon
you. | am Captain Haitem
Mesto, Chairman of the
Board of Commissioners
at the Jordanian Civil
Aviation Regulatory
Commission and its
Executive Chairman, on
my name and on behalf
of Commission’s family,
| wish to extend my best
congratulations and
greetings to you on the
occasion of Arab Civil
Aviation Day on the 7th of
February.

| also cannot fail to
congratulate the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization on
its twenty-fifth anniversary,
wishing it  continued
success in its missions
and tireless efforts and
work which tends to
develop and sustain Arab
civil aviation.

The Jordan Civil Aviation
Regulatory  Commission
initiated cooperation with
the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization in the field

of  human resources
capacity building in
terms  of  qualification

and management. In
that  perspective, the
authority’s experts
participated in moderating
training courses under
the auspices of the

organization, which in
turn  provided training
opportunities  for many

young Jordanian and Arab
experts.

It is also worth to note
the active and proactive
role of the organization

in  coordinating  Arab
efforts in international
civil aviation  forums;

and | do not forget here
the coordination efforts
made in the last meeting
of the General Assembly
of the International Civil
Aviation Organization in
2019, which contributed
to achieving the interests
of the Arab civil aviation
sector by  explaining
discussion papers and
directing efforts toward
necessary joint actions.

In conclusion, | extend to
you my best greetings and
best wishes for success,
progress and prosperity.
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Speech of His Excellency
Mr. Muhammad Thamer Al-Kaabi
The Undersecretary for Bahraini Civil
Aviation Affairs

On behalf of the Civil
Aviation Authority of the
Kingdom of Bahrain, |
extend to you my warmest
congratulations and
blessings on the occasion
of the 25th anniversary
of the establishment of
the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization, which
coincides with the 7th of
February this year, may
it bring to us and to the
civil aviation sector in the
Arab world prosperity and
progress.

The Kingdom of Bahrain’s
commitment to joint Arab
action was thus the starting
point, and consequently
the civil aviation affairs
initiated close cooperation
with  the Arab  Civil
Aviation Organization and
played an active role in
its Executive Council. It
sought actively altogether
with  member states to
build a system capable
of elevating the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization to
an honorable rank among
international civil aviation
organizations.

On this unique occasion in

the history of the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization, we
take the chancetohighlight
the challenges that the
world is facing currently in
the air transport industry,
which require concerted
efforts and full coordination
to introduce continuous
improvements in the level
of performance inthe areas
of air safety, operational
efficiency, economic
and environmental
sustainability — of  civil
aviation operations.

Perhaps the negative
repercussions that the
civil aviation sector is
facing today resulting from
the Corona pandemic
also call for adopting the
necessary measures to
address them and initiate
recovery at the earliest
possible opportunity,
and from this standpoint,
the government of the
Kingdom of Bahrain has
taken upon itself since the
outbreak of the pandemic
the responsibility to
preserve the health
and safety of the civil
Community. It raised the
level of preparedness
to confront this virus,
launched a wide range of
decisions, precautionary
and preventive measures,
which have greatly
contributed to limiting and
reducing the negative
damage resulting from this
epidemic, and allowed
the continuation of civil
aviation operations without
interruption to this day.
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In the name of of Allah
the Merciful

Your Excellency the
President of the General
Assembly;

Excellences,
representatives of the
member States of the
Arab  Civil  Aviation
Organization;

Brothers and sisters
working in the Arab civil
aviation sector,

and
God

Peace, mercy
blessings  of

| am pleased to
extend my sincere
congratulations to all

of you on the occasion
of the 25th anniversary
of the establishment of

the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization, and
to express my pride
regarding the existence
of this unified house for
Arab aviation, which
includes under its roof
the Arab voice and
aims to promote joint
Arab action in the field
of civil aviation, as well
as creating a platform
for cooperation and
continuous coordination
while highlighting
the active role that
our countries play in
supporting the march of
the civil aviation sector.

There is no doubt that
the organization has
played during the last
years a great role as
it actively contributed
to the development
and progress of the
Arab aviation sector
on a global level. This
is undoubtedly due to
the positive interaction
of member states and
everyone’s keenness to
enable the organization
to perform its role
effectively.

We also hope that the
coming years, with
Allah’s will; will be years
of welfare and success
through investing in
the complementary
capabilities of member
states and through the
continuous joint support
and team work.

| would also like to
take this opportunity
to extend my sincere
thanks and gratitude
to all member States,
the esteemed council
of the organization and
its management for the
continuous cooperation
to support this blessed
march. | assure you of
the continuous support
of the United Arab
Emirates to the Arab
civil aviation march
through its membership
in the organization and
its executive council,
and all the adopted
initiatives to cooperate
with the member
states in addition to
their support for the
development of the
organization’s work

strategy and its internal
systems, so that it will
always be a leading
organization at the Arab
and global level.

We will always work to
take care of the interests
of member states and
highlight the role of the
Arab civil aviation sector
on the international
scale, especially in
light of the challenges
this sector faces, and

in  particular  during
these exceptional
circumstances due

to the spread of the
Corona  pandemic.

In conclusion, | would
like to emphasize
our firm belief in the
organization’s mission
and our confidence in
its ability to contribute to
supporting the march of
Arab aviation leadership

in  the international
arena, wishing  all
member states further
achievements, God
willing.

Peace, mercy and
blessings of God
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As we come together
to appreciate this
important  milestone in
Arab State cooperation in
international civil aviation,
please accept my
warmest congratulations,
for  everything  which
has been achieved
among your States
since this organization
was first  established
in  1996. Through the
2010 memorandum,
we formalized together
the working relationship
between the ICAO mid
Office and the ACAO,
has been continuously
improving, and we have
been encouraged by the
results of the capacity
building and other efforts
we have embarked on
together.

The joined efforts we
have embarked on the

seminars, workshops
and training  courses
we have developed
have led to improved

sub implementation in
Arab States across all
five of ICAO strategic
objectives, performance
and results, which have
been clearly recorded

through ICAO oversight
auditing programs.
Similar successes have

resulted from your joined
activities supporting the
implementation of the
ICAO global plan road
maps for safety and air
navigation capacity and
efficiency, the GASP and
GAMP, and through the
coordination and targets
established and  the
middle region plans and
projects such as middle

east and north Africa
ASO, the AIG regional
coordination mechanism

and the mid region air
traffic flow management.

| would also Ilike to
appreciate  here  how
ACAO has been active
within the framework of
the mid recovery plan task
force where it cooperates
even more closely with
ICAO, the Arab Air
Carriers Organization and
IATA and where Arab
countries are contributing
important information
and best practices while
aligning international
efforts through ICAO covid
19 monitoring platforms.

As the president alluded
too earlier, these are very
challenging times for air
transport, and specially for

international  passenger
movements. In the
Middle East region alone,
international connectivity

has been reduced by 116
million passengers, which
translates in 21 billion in
loss in operators’ revenues
during 2020. Domestic
declines added another

23 million passengers to
this total and a further 2
billion dollars in operator
losses. The sharp decline
in air traffic being seen has
placed a severe liquidity
strain on the aviation
industry threatening the
financial  viability —and
many companies globally
as well as a millions of
businesses and carriers
all over the world. Not
only airlines and airports,
but also manufacturers,
ground  handling and
catering companies, and
eventually every supply
end in air transport value
chain is being impacted.

When skies are as dark
as they are now for air
transport, it can be difficult
to the member, that they
will clear again and that
when they are, the world
will be reconnected by
international flights. Let us
also not forget that before
covid 19 struck Arab
countries in the middle
east region were really
underway to completely
reshaping global long haul
markets and managing
the world fastest growing
passenger and cargo
traffic for almost ten years
running. | don’t think
that it's too soon to look
forward to what we can
achieve together once
the pandemic begins to
subside or to appreciate
the clear onus upon us
to enable the tremendous
advances in aircraft and
propulsion types now
being innovated so that
they can be placed at the

of the International Civil Aviation Organization

service of passengers and
the business much sooner
than later.

Innovation and solidarity
will be key to our sector’s
recovery, including in
terms of building back

better in its aftermath
to assure a greener,
more  sustainable  air

transport sector for future
generations.  They  will

also be instrumental in
addressing  our  most
pressing pandemic

priorities today, whether
for practical and cost-
effective  digital health
certifications, or efficient
and reliable global
vaccine distribution.
ICAO and organizations
such as the ACAO will
have a very important
role in meeting these
challenges today, and in
defining air transport’s
more sustainable future.

Before | conclude, | would
like to emphasize ICAO’s
deep appreciation for the
financial contributions
we've  received  from
various Arab countries in
support of the fulfilment of
ICAQ’s critical pandemic
coordination role, the MID
Region NCLB Strategy,
and also other global
initiatives and  projects
including our new
iPacks. On behalf of our
Secretariat | am honored
today to congratulate you
on your first 25 years of
accomplishments, and to
wish you similar successes
in the very exciting years
to come. Thank you.
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Speech of His Excellency Mr. Salvatore Chaquetano, President of the Council of the
International Civil Aviation Organization

Your excellency Mr Ahmed

Abou  Elgheit secretary
general of the Arab League
Your excellency sheikh
Salmane Al Hamoud Al
Sabah, President of the
ACAQO

Eng. Abdenbi Manar,

Director General of ACAO

Dear, Director Generals of
Civil Aviation

Ladies and Gentlemen

Itis my great honor to speak
to you today and in this most
special of occasions. This
celebration marks off the
role not only of the Arab Civil
Aviation day for 2021, but
also the 25th anniversary
and first quarter century
of successful cooperation
you have achieved together
for the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization.

| would like to begin today
by applauding the recent
agreement reached with the
Al Ula declaration and the
consequent lifting of gulf
airspace restrictions; this
remarkable  development
is fully consistent with the
principles and objectives
of the Chicago Convention
as well as ICAO’s mandate
to ensure more open skies
globally and continuously
improving the levels of
aviation safety, security and
sustainability.

More liberalized and
open skies among ICAO
member States only serves
to augment the importance

and ensures S0Cio
economic benefits which
derive from automized

international air connectivity.
| am very pleased with this
achievement and on behalf
of the council of ICAQO, | wish
to congratulate the States
that have been working on
this diligently to attain this
result.

At the same time, | very
much regret that COVID 19
does not allow me to meet
you physically to celebrate
the 25th anniversary of
ACAOQO live and in person.
Unfortunately, aviation
skies have never been
as dark as we have
seen in the past vyear.
International passenger
traffic fell 98 percent last
April, as the covid 19
pandemic impacted the
societies everywhere and
disconnected the world.
By the end of the year,
international passenger
totals plummeted to
26 percent of their pre
pandemic levels  whilst
domestic passenger
declined to 40 percent.
While many will focus on the
2.7 billion fewer passengers
these figures represent,
we must appreciate the
tremendous achievements
of regulators, public health
officials, airlines, airport
operators, working together
so that 1.8 billion people,
almost a quarter of the earth
population, could still travel
by air, in the face of such
challenging circumstances.

As States and the industry
continue to combat the
effects of Covid 19 on air
transport, the alignment of
their aviation response air
force is also continuing to
improve due in a small part

to your individual efforts
in your respective States,
and to the ICAO’s council
aviation recovery taskforce
guidance.

But as we know confront the
more contagious covid 19
variants emerging and see
public health considerations
again being directed in the
possibility of more stringent
travel restriction measures,
we must also face the fact
that the full recovery for
international civil aviation is
still likely some years away.

The CART task
reconvened for its third
session last month,
and the  council is
expected to deliver new
recommendations on some
of the new highest priority
issues we are now faced
with including test results
validation and vaccines
certification. The council
of ICAQO clearly recognizes
the urgency of this war, and
| wish to assure that it will be
completed, assessed and
endorsed as quickly as the
technical due diligence and
the diplomatic governance
permits.

force

Throughout the pandemic,
and underscoring
everything that the
taskforce has set out and
achieved, the solidarity of
out sector has remained
key to its response recovery
success. This reminds us
of the value of cooperation
and mutually agreed
international objectives in
everything we undertake

in international aviation.
And the importance of
your Arab Civil Aviation

Organization, is importing
the collective aspirations
of the Arab States in the
middle east, Africa and
Asia Pacific. It also remind
us of the diplomatic trust
in the precession we

worked so hard to achieve
together through ICAO and
how this provides the core
foundation for the solidarity
and recognition of mutual
benefits  which  support
everything we aspire to in
global air transport. This
basic trust and solidarity
are as important to our
effective response to a
global pandemic as they
are to increase open skies
and achieve liberalization,
which can take Arab
aviation to new highest
connectivity and prosperity
once we have defeated
covid 19.

| would suggest that a key
near term priority should
be the formalization of a
multilateral agreement,
similar to what was lately set
out among Latin American
countries, establishing
the 7th freedom of traffic
rights for Cargo flights
transporting  covid 19
vaccines.

In concluding now, dear
friends and colleagues,
let me please commend
your organization for its
numerous  achievements
over the past 25 years,
and in particular in these
times of hardship. ICAO
will continue to collaborate
productively with the ACAO,
in accordance with the
memorandum signed by our
organizations in 2010, and
to address alongside both
our current challenges and
the exciting future of more
efficient and sustainable
air mobility, which is now
emerging.

Happy birthday ACAO and
May | wish you sunny skies
and stronger tailwinds over
the next quarter century.

Thank you.



of passengers, personnel
on board aircrafts, and
ground personnel, with
the aim to ensure the
continuity of  transport
and air cargo flights. The
Kingdom of Morocco
adopted an integrated
strategy, the main axes of
which can be summarized
as follows:

1-Introduce a set of
precautionary and
preventive measures
and  procedures at
airports to ensure the
health safety of travelers
and  users;

2-Accompanying and
monitoring airlines and
industry  professionals,

with  due regard to
Aircraft and equipment
maintenance  rules.
3-Coordination  between
the concerned
governmental
departments within

the framework of the
work of the National Air
Transport Facilitation
Committee and
systematically use the
«passenger positioning
form” r for public health
purposes «to ensure
passenger identification
and accessibility, track
them to help limit the
spread of the disease
and the return of the
epidemic.

4- Gradual resumption
of  flights: Return
operations to
the homeland
and Exceptional
International  Travels;

5- Ensure the continuity of
airfreight.

After the gradual lifting
of the quarantine, the air
transport sector in our

Special

country took a gradual
approach to resuming
operation with the
adoption of phased and
structural measures meant
to mitigate the effects of
the pandemic and enable
the sector to overcome its
repercussions and keep
abreast with the tourism
sector. Despite all the
negative effects of this
pandemic, most of the
countries have resumed
some of their flights, and
there is constant work to
increase and expand the
network to get back to
the situation prior to the
pandemic. However, this
will pose a major challenge
in terms of reviving the
international air transport.

In  conclusion, | can
only renew my thanks
to everyone who

has  contributed and
contributed to improving
the work of the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization,
while providing material
and moral resources
to enable to continue
working in this path. | am
pleased in this occasion to
remind you that we have
come up with identifying
the real estate intended
for constructing the new
headquarters of ACAOQ,
that the Kingdom of
Morocco is privileged to
host with the hope that it
will be inaugurated soon.

The Kingdom of Morocco,
under the leadership of His
Majesty King Mohammed
VI, May God help him, is
very keen on Arab unity
and solidarity, reflects
clearly in the work and
objectives of the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization.
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Speech of His Excellency
Dr. Mohammed bin Nasser bin Ali
Al-Zaabi
President of the Civil Aviation Authority
of the Sultanate of Oman

Praise be to God, Lord of the
worlds, and May peace and
blessings be upon our
prophet Muhammad, his
family and companions, and
peace be upon them all

His Excellency Ahmed Aboul
Gheit, Secretary General of
the League of Arab States;

His Excellency Sheikh
Salman Al-Sabah Al-Salem
Al-Hamoud Al-Sabah, Head
of the General Administration
of Civil Aviation in the sisterly
State of Kuwait, Chairman of
the General Assembly of the
Arab Organization;

Your Excellencies, Heads
and Directors General of the
Civil Aviation Authorities in
the OIC Member States;

His Excellency Eng.
Abdennebi Manar, Director
General of the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization;

Representatives of  the
International  Civil Aviation
Organization and regional
organizations;

Dear audience

Peace, mercy and blessings
of God Almighty

| am pleased and honored
to seize this opportunity
to congratulate all of you
on the celebration of the
twenty-fifth  anniversary of

the establishment of the Arab
Civil Aviation Organization as
a technical entity emanating
from the Arab League, which
has distinguished itself over
the pastyears with continuous
excellence and giving among
its member states. | also take
this opportunity to thank the
government of the brotherly
Kingdom of Morocco for
hosting  the  permanent
headquarters of the Arab
Civil Aviation Organization
since its inception and for
its continuous support to the
organization.

| also extend my sincere
thanks and gratitude to
the General Secretariat of
the League of Arab States
and its representatives to
the organization, for their
continuous privileged
support to it.

| also extend my thanks
and appreciation to their
Excellences, Heads and
Directors General of the
Arab Civil Aviation Authority
in the Member States for
the constructive and fruitful
cooperation in all civil aviation
activities, and | commend the
positive role and continuous
efforts of the General
Directorate of the Arab
Civil Aviation Organization,
reiterating our thanks and
appreciation to them , and
in particular to its Director
General His Excellency Eng.
Abdennebi Manar, for his
great efforts during the last
period and for his tireless
work with Arab countries and
relevant international and
regional  organizations.

| have been honored to
preside over the Executive
Council  of the Arab
Organization since 2015,
during
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Speech of her Excellency Nadia Fattah, Minister of Tourism, Air transport,
Handicrafts and Social Economy On the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the
founding of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization - Sunday 07 February 2021

It is my pleasure to
participate to this forum
organized by the Arab
Civil Aviation Organization,
on the 25th anniversary of
its founding, which is an

occasion of great
importance and
symbolizes  deep-rooted
meanings of Arab
cooperation and

coordination.

The founding of this
organization marked a real
and positive development
for civil aviation at the
level of the Arab region.
Today, 25 years later, we
are proud of our gains
and achievements calling
on us to preserving them
and looking forward to
achieving more reforms
in order to pursue the
development, safety and
evolution of civil aviation in
the Arab world.

I would like to acknowledge
the commendable efforts
made by the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization in
order to develop a spirit
of joint work and ensure
the development of the
organization’s work and
all of its structures, efforts
that have contributed and
are still contributing to
enhancing the role of the

organization, activating
its performance and
increasing its efficiency. |
also highly appreciate, on
this occasion, the effective
contribution of all heads
of agencies the Directors
General of the Member
States for the efforts they
have been making in
order to advance the work
of this organization, and
make it a developmental
platform par excellence.
This is noticeable, as
some member states
provide high technical
qualifications and
enormous infrastructure
and modern air fleets and
thus play an important role
at the international level,
this has definitely given
the Arab civil aviation
system a big push and
contributed in  raising
competitiveness at the
regional and international
levels and consequently,
allowed them to provide
comprehensive and
diversified air coverage
that meets the needs
of Arab countries, and
stresses  the  extreme
importance  given by
Arab countries to the civil
aviation sector and its
support to consolidate its
essential role as a socio
economic  development
locomotive.

Ladies and Gentlemen,
the Kingdom of Morocco,
under the leadership of His
Majesty King Mohammed
VI, may God grant him
victory, was always and
still keen on Arab solidarity
and capacity development
of competencies which
the Arab countries are

endowed, as well as the
energies that characterize
these countries to achieve
sustainable development
in all fields, including Civil
Aviation.

The Kingdom of Morocco,
ladies and gentlemen,
whichisone of the founding
countries of the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization has
been keen since 1996
to provide support, both
material and moral to the
organization, in terms of
providing  headquarters
as well as annual financial
contributions as well as
developing and fostering
cooperation with member
states to rehabilitate the
Arab Civil Aviation.

The civil aviation sector
in  Morocco has been
given special attention
from us. The Moroccan
government has always
considered it as a
strategic component of
economic development. In
our country, it contributes
directly to keeping pace
with government programs
Sectoral activities,
especially those related to
the development of tourism
activities and the increase
of the competitiveness
and attractiveness of the
regions, by connecting
it to an internal airline
network. It also contributes
to revitalizing international
trade and  promoting
effective solidarity within
the framework of South
/  South  cooperation,
communication between
different countries of the
world in various fields,
as Morocco is allowed to

exploit its distinguished
geographical location,
and its integration into the
regional, continental and
international surroundings.

Ladies and Gentlemen,
as we celebrate this
anniversary, we  must
remember that the world is
passing through a critical
and unstable stage, since
the beginning of the year
2020, after the spread of
the Corona virus-Covid 19,
which directly affected the
civil aviation system, and
imposed restrictions on the
movement of passengers
and goods. It is no secret
that the global air transport
sector during the vyear
2020, has recorded a
financial loss, the largest
in dozens of years. That
is why, it was necessary
for the civil aviation
system to adapt quickly
to the developments of
the pandemic, and the
necessity of taking into
account the health and
safety of travelers and
users emerged. Thus
the necessity of calling
for a rearrangement of
priorities and goals to
keep pace with all of
these transformations
within a futuristic vision.
The Kingdom of Morocco,
under the wise leadership
of His Majesty King
Mohammed the  sixth
was preserved by God.
In turn, It worked in full
coordination with various
Governmental entities and
other partner institutions
and airlines to take the
necessary measures and
procedures, specifically
intended to protect Health



On the occasion of the 25th
anniversary of the
establishment of the Arab
Civil Aviation Organization

Praise be to God, and May
his peace and blessings
be wupon the Noblest of
Prophets and Messengers,
our Prophet Mohammad, his
family and companions.

As we celebrate the first
Arab Aviation Day, which
coincides this vyear with
the 25th anniversary of
the founding of the Arab
Civil Aviation Organization,
|  extend my warmest
congratulations and best
wishes for progress and
prosperity to the Arab civil
aviation family, including
heads, officials and staff of
all bodies and institutions,
who have done and are
still investing serious
work in fulfilling important

achievements to provide
structures, high-quality
infrastructure,  equipment,
fleets, and services that

are no less important than
those found in developed
countries in this field.

| also extend my sincere
gratitude and appreciation
to the General Secretariat of
the League of Arab States,
headed by His Excellency
Mr. Ahmed Aboul Gheit, for
the particular interest he has
takeninthe Arab Civil Aviation
Organization, because of its
importance in the path of
sustainable development
for the Arab world, as well
as for supporting the efforts
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Speech of His Excellency Sheikh Salman

of the United Nations in
this field through plans and
joint work programs with the
International Civil Aviation
Organization.

During its thirty-third session
last October, the Council of
Arab Transport Ministers
took important decisions to
face the Covid crisis (19) and
to pass to the two phases of
recovery of the civil aviation
sector in Arab countries.

These decisions establish a
workroad map withinthe Arab
Civil Aviation Organization.
This is the reason that
requires us, more than
ever before, to coordinate
and consult between us to
reach consensus on the
challenges confronting us,
and to find new solutions that
help government policies
develop the sector that we
supervise, and to respond to
the aspirations of Arab and
international air transport
passengers.

These steps may take
place gradually by lifting
operationalrestrictionsonthe
basis of a bilateral approach
and liberalizing air transport
services to reach a unified
market for air transport, by
joining the 2004 multilateral
agreement (the Damascus
Agreement) to liberalize air
transport and implementing
it, including economic
rules and legal guarantees
that would enable Arab
carriers’ to operate through
expansion plans, as well as
encouraging Arab countries
to sign, join, and ratify the
amended agreement of the
agreement on «exchanging
exemptions on customs and
taxes related to the activities
and equipment of Arab air
carriers» because of their
benefits and gains for the
Arab air carrier that support
their activities.

We must also remain
keen on permanent and
continuous coordination to
support the operation of Arab
air carriers, including joining

international agreements
and protocols that would
support the development
of legal frameworks that
contribute to the growth of
this operation and enhancing
cooperation and integration
between Arab air carriers in
terms of training, formation
and employment, and the
optimal use of the available
assets in general.

We also affirm our keenness
ontheinvolvementofthe Arab
Civil Aviation Organization,
as a specialized organization
within the League of Arab
States, to achieve the
strategic ~ objectives  of
ICAO, by setting priorities
and developing joint work
programs with its regional
offices, and we have started
implementing  them  with
the Cairo and Paris offices,
provided that we must
continue our coordination
with the rest of its other
regional  offices  which
covers the member states of
our organization.

We wish to commend the
existingcooperationbetween
our organization and similar
regional organizations:
the African Civil Aviation
Commission, with  which
we share membership in
Arab and African countries,
the European Civil Aviation
Conference, as well as the
Latin American Commission,
with whom we are proud to
cooperate in different areas
of expertise, training and
coordination.

Here, we must highlight the
role of these organizations
in decision-making, as they
represent more than 75
per cent of ICAO Member
States.

We also note the existing

cooperation between
the organization and the
European Commission,

which aims to strengthen
dialogue with civil aviation
authorities of the member
states on the one hand,
and establish a framework
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for bilateral cooperation on
the other hand. It includes
the exchange of information
and experience, as well as
the exchange of legal and
legislative experiences to
develop integrated regional
markets for air transport,
and the organization of joint
meetings and seminars.
It concerns all technical,
economic and legal fields
and the realization of joint
projects, including capacity
building.

This is in addition to the
existing cooperation  with
friendly countries  that
includes coordination in
international forums and
the organization of joint
activities: the United States
of America, the United
Kingdom of Britain, France,
Singapore, and Malaysia.

Likewise, setting up a
framework for coordination
and cooperation with
both the Arab Air Carriers
Organization and the
International Air Transport
Association, aimed at
working on harmonization
of laws, coordination
regarding future challenges,
environmental  protection,
capacity building, and the
safety and security of civil
aviation;

To all of these we renew
our commitment to continue
working  with  them to
strengthen international air
transport.

In conclusion, | would like
to emphasize once again
on the need for everyone
to cooperate to support
the efforts of the Arab Civil
Aviation  Organization in
securing safe, efficient and
competitive air navigation at
the regional and international
levels, and for a sustainable
air transport for present and
future generations.

Peace and God’s mercy be
upon you.
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organizations and their
importance as technical
arms of the League
of Arab States in the
system of joint Arab
action. We believe in
the importance of this
organization as the
strongarmofthe League
due to the important role
it plays in establishing
general planning for civil
aviation among Arab
countries to develop
and secure its safety,
and work to promote
due cooperation and
coordination  between
Member states in the
field of civil aviation. It
also lays the foundation
for unification, and work
to develop Arab civil
aviation in a manner that
responds to the needs
of the Arab nation for
safe, sound and regular
air transport, especially
in this delicate stage
that our Arab region is

going through.

We know that there
are difficulties and
problems facing the

work of Arab bodies and
organizations, and they
stop without achieving
some of their goals
and at the forefront of

these difficulties comes
the failure to provide
the necessary funding.
From this stand, we
call on the organization
to establish a plan on
how to develop its own
resources as an Arab
house of expertise in its
field of work. It provides
services, activities,
and the completion of
studies and research
that benefit Arab
countries, with a
financial return on the
organization’s budget.
The organization
must also promote its
projects and programs
that need self-financing
with Arab regional and
international  financial
institutions  to  obtain
the necessary funding
for these projects and
programs.

Ladies and Gentlemen,
Honorable audience

This  long  standing
organization set out from
the land of the Kingdom
of Morocco to join the
group of specialized
Arab organizations as a
beacon in the march of
joint Arab development
within  the framework

of  establishing the
principle of acquiring
modern aviation means
and making  them
available to all countries
without  discrimination,
and in the belief of
its leaders in the
importance of taking
the lead in science and
modern aviation means
and keeping pace with
today’'s  requirements
and keeping pace
with transitions to
ensure sustainable
development.

The achievements of this
organization are evident
in many fields such as
the field of air transport,
aviation security, air
navigation, air safety,
Arab and international
cooperation and
coordination in the field
ofaviation. The Arab Civil
Aviation  Organization
also completed the
implementation of the
air navigation system
by satellites, which led
to valuable results for
the member states, in
addition to holding a
number of International
conferences and

developing a vision to
face future challenges in
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thefield of environmental
protection in the Arab
region.

Ladies and gentlemen,
brothers and sisters,

Inconclusion, | do not fail
to take this opportunity
and express my thanks
and appreciation to the
Kingdom of Morocco
for generously hosting
the organization’s
headquarters and its
continuous support
for the League of
Arab States and
its specialized
organizations. | also
commend the effective
role played by the
Arab  Civil  Aviation
Organization, its Director
General, and the
functional staff working
in it for their estimated
efforts in  developing
and activating its work
and strengthening
cooperation and
coordination in order to
reach the desired Arab
economic cooperation

and integration.
| wish your seminar
every success.
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Speech of His Excellency Ambassador, Mr. Ahmed Rashid Khatabi
Assistant Secretary-General

Supervisor of the media and communication sector

at the opening of the International symposium entitled «Achievements and Challenges»

I am pleased
to participate in
the opening of
the international
symposium entitled
Achievements and
Challenges, organized
by the Arab Civil
Aviation  Organization

via telecommunication
technology, on the
celebration of the Arab
Civil  Aviation  Day,
which coincides with
the commemoration of
the 25th anniversary
of the founding of the
Arab  Civil  Aviation
Organization. The latter
is the indispensable arm
of the League of Arab
States, when it comes to
developing civil aviation
general planning among
Arab  countries  with
the aim of developing
and securing its
safety, advancing
due cooperation and

coordination  between
member states in the
field of civil aviation and
laying the foundations
for its unification while
working to  develop
and develop Arab civil
aviation in a manner that
responds to the needs
of the Arab nation in
safe, secure and regular
air  transport.

At the outset, allow
me to convey to
you the greetings of
His  Excellency the
Secretary-General  of
the League of Arab
States, and his wishes
to you for success,
whishing  that  your
seminar will produce
recommendations and
decisions that contribute
and support joint Arab
action in the fields of
the organization’s work
and in the field of civil
aviation in general.

We feel the importance
of  this  symposium
through the axes that
will be addressed that
express the prospects
for developing global
and regional air
transport, given that
the transport sector is
the economic lifeline

in our present time
and one of the most
important development
requirements, the
most important pillar
of international trade
and tourism activities
and the link between
countries in  various
fields.

The advances and
developments that the
Arab region is going
through, imposed a
new reality and dictated
great challenges that
require the institutions
of joint Arab action
to interact with them,
develop their activities
and goals and keep
pace with them, whilst
contributing to set their
perceptions of the new
role of joint Arab action
in light of these changes
and transformations.

Hence, ourinterestinthe
League of Arab States
was in the inevitability
of  developing and
activating the system
of joint Arab action and
hence, the importance
of keeping pace with
the Arab League’s
bodies, organizations
and specialized bodies
with  the magnitude

of changes and
transformations  within
Arab  societies and
facing the challenges
that affect the Arab
citizen and their
negative effects on the
development process in

the troubled region.

The General Secretariat
of the League believes
in  the importance
of specialized Arab
organizations affiliated
with the League of Arab
States as technical
arms of the League and
Arab expertise houses
that provide multitude
of services and advice
to member states. The
Arab  Civil  Aviation
Organization is one of
the most important of
these organizations
undertaking work in
an important sector
related to the field of
civil aviation, safety and
security of civil aviation,
transport and air
navigation and it works
to develop training
capabilities of Arab
personnel in the civil
aviation  sector.

Brothers and sisters

We affirm the role
of specialized Arab
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In commemoration of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the establishment of the organization
and the first edition of the Arab Aviation Day

Organizing an international symposium on the achievements and challenges
of the aviation sector in the world

On the occasion of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the
establishment of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization,
which falls on February 7, 2021, the organization
organized, through visual communication technology,
an international symposium entitled: «Achievements and
Challenges», in which their Excellencies Ministers and
Heads of the Aviation Authority in the Member States,
experts and distinguished specialists participated. In
the world of aviation and regional and international
organizations.

The symposium was an opportunity to broaden and
heal the problems of air transport in the world, through
the interventions of specialists in the world of aviation.
Especially in this period when the air transport industry is
witnessing the worst crises that have engulfed the sector

and cast a shadow over all of its components.

The organization also celebrated the first edition of the
Arab Aviation Day, which falls on February 7, which is
considered an opportunity to help raise and enhance
Arab awareness of the importance of international civil
aviation for the social and economic development of
countries and the distinct role it plays in helping countries
to cooperate and establish a rapid transit network around
the world in the service of the interests of all humankind.

The following is the text of the telegrams that the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization received from their Excellencies
the Ministers of Transport, heads of international and
regional organizations, and heads of aviation authorities
in the member states




Activities of the Organization

Issue 42
March 2021

Air Policy Forum entitled: «Building Resilience in Times of Turbulence»

His Excellency Eng. Abdenbi Manar, Director General
of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization, participated on
Tuesday, 30 March 2021, in the work of the Air Policy
Forum organized by the Arab Air Transport Association
and the International Air Transport Association under the
title: «Building Resilience in Times of Turbulence».

The forum witnessed open debates on several actual
topics of interest related to the Coronavirus Covid-19
pandemic, mainly:

e The current situation of the air transport sector, a year
after the start of the Corona crisis

e Global guidelines for air transport recovery and the
extent of governmental are implementation of these
guidelines

e Discussions about countries’ implementation of health
corridors

e The role of the air transport sector in the economic
recovery

e Environmental sustainability of the air transport sector

The forum witnessed the participation of all
representatives of the Arab Air Transport Association
member airlines belonging to the departments of air
policy, government affairs, environmental affairs, and
legal affairs, commercial directors, experts in air transport
and environmental affairs at the Arab aviation authorities,
in addition to representatives of local and international
organizations working in the sector.

The participation of the General Administration of the
organization during the second session of this forum,
dealt with the topic: bridging the gap between the global
guidelines for biosafety and their implementation by
governments, included a discussion on public health

corridors, which
came through the
presentation made
by His Excellency
Engineer Abdenbi
Manar, under the
title: Paving the
way for Restoring
air  transport, by
achieving sustainable
development

goals, given that
the air  transport
sector contributes

significantly to global
economic growth and
social  development,
as it creates job
opportunities,
facilitates trade,
and enables tourism
around the world. Safe, reliable and cost-effective air
transport supports the Strategic Development Goals
and should be viewed as a development imperative by
governments.

The presentation also covered the various considerations
that have been taken into account to confront this
epidemic, namely safety considerations, facilitation and
public health considerations (CAPSCA), and various
crisis management measures, both those that have
been adopted at the global level at the initiative of the
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAQ), or those
that have been taken at the level of the Arab region
within the partnerships concluded between the Arab
Civil Aviation Organization and various regional partners
(the Arab Tourism Organization, the Arab Air Transport
Association ...).

It was also recalled that, in order to provide new
guidance in this field as quickly as possible, so that
countries can pursue their coordination, cooperation and
effective communication to maintain the highest possible
levels of aviation safety while keeping critical operations
under way, it was decided to establish a task force for
the recovery of the aviation sector at the Council level.
The International Civil Aviation Organization (CART),
to provide unified global guidelines for the restart and
recovery of the aviation sector in a safe, secure and
sustainable manner based on the main principles and
recommendations included in either the first or second
edition of the “Air Travel Handbook during the Public
Health Crisis caused by the emerging corona virus.”,
as well as the «Global Implementation Roadmap»
framed by the Secretariat of the International Civil
Aviation Organization, which constitutes a high-level
implementation  framework.
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A training course on «Aviation Security Emergency Management”
for Air Navigation Service Providers’

Agadir — A training course on «Emergency
Management for Aviation Security designed for Air
Navigation Services Providers» took place on Friday
April 02, 2021 in Agadir. The course, benefited was
organized by the Arab Civil Aviation Organization
for the benefit of the managers of the Regional Air
Navigation Control Center of the Office National
des Aéroports of the Kingdom of Morocco from
29 March to 02 April 2021. 21 participants have

benefitted from this course.

This session falls within the framework of the
partnership, cooperation and training agreement
between the Arab Civil Aviation Organization and

the Office National des Aéroports of the Kingdom
of Morocco.

The session reviewed the international requirements,
obligations and provisions related to the assessment
of security threats and risks related to ATM, as well
as the basic elements of emergency management
resulting from acts of unlawful interference during
ATM operations, such as planning and specifying
responsibilities and terms of reference for all those
involved in an emergency situation.

This training course also reviewed the basic
elements of an aviation security emergency plan for
air navigation service providers.
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The thirty-third meeting of ACAO'’s Civil Aviation
Security Committee

Rabat - The Civil Aviation Security Committee of the
Arab Civil Aviation Organization held its 33rd meeting via
visual communication technology, on March 29 and 31,
2021, with the participation of 22 experts representing
12 member states of the organization, in addition to the
participation of representatives of the Arab Air Carriers
organization. During this meeting, participants discussed
developments and measures related to civil aviation
security in light of the outbreak of the Corona pandemic.

During his opening speech for the twenty-third session,
His Excellency the Director General stressed the
need for coordination between Arab countries and the
exchange of expertise and experiences to focus on
issues of common Arab interest, such as cybersecurity,
awareness-raising and disseminating a security culture
while exerting more efforts to organize a regional
discussion on a number of issues related to aviation
security threats facing Arab countries, by strengthening
and crystallizing common views on the best approach
for promoting Arab integration. This comes in line with
the recommendations of the international symposium
«Challenges and Achievements» organized by the Arab
Organization on February 7, 2021, on the occasion of its
25th anniversary.

In view of the distinct human resources potential of Arab
countries. His Excellency the Director General directed a
«call for professionals in the field of civil aviation to share
experiences and best practices « through a special
program and platform established by the Arab Civil

Aviation Organization for this purpose.

As far as participants’ deliberations during the twenty-
third meeting of the committee are concerned, the
committee has approved the outcomes of the sixth
meeting of the Aviation Security Experts Group, which
was organized by video communication on March 18,
2021, including updating the roadmap to prepare unified
standards for licensing security screening personnel.

As a contribution to achieving the goals of the Arab
Civil Aviation Organization and promoting joint Arab
action, the committee established a working group
on cybersecurity with the understanding that the first
meeting of the group will be held during this year. It also
approved the organization of the Arab Aviation Security
Forum on experiences and best practices.

Keen to contribute to the success of the International
Civil Aviation Organization’s initiative «2021, the year of
security culture,» the participants agreed to organize an
Arab Day for Security Culture during this year.

During this meeting, participants also discussed topics
related to aviation security developments, such as the
impact of the Corona pandemic on the internal threat to
aviation security, the national context of the threat, and
other topics.

In view of the current developments and emerging
threats facing civil aviation security, participants agreed
to organize a workshop on unmanned aircraft threats.
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The twentieth meeting of the Civil Aviation Environment Committee

Rabat - The Environment Committee of the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization held its twentieth meeting through
visual communication technology, from 23 to 25 March
2021.

The session witnessed the participation of 23 experts
representing 14 member States of the organization and
the Arab Air Transport Association. During this meeting,
the participants discussed the latest developments and
measures with respect to environmental protection in the
field of civil aviation.

His Excellency Eng. Abdenbi Manar, Director General
of the Organization, stressed the need for coordination
and exchange of experiences between Arab countries
in light of the continuing challenges faced by countries
and airlines in the Arab region in connection with the
measures adopted by some countries or regional blocs
related to the implementation of emissions trading
regulations / emissions exchange rights, and considering
aparticipatory approachinorder toface these challenges.

Given the human resources potential in our Arab
countries, His Excellency the Director General has
appealed to specialists in the field of civil aviation to
share experiences and best practices and through a
special program and platform prepared by the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization for this purpose.

He also called on the participants to make more efforts,
on the basis of the recommendations of the international
symposium «Achievements and Challenges» organized
by the Arab Organization on February 7, 2021 on the
occasion of the 25th anniversary of its founding, calling for
the organization of aninterregional discussion onanumber
of environmental issues, especially the implementation

of Corsia and the
preparation of national
programs 1o reduce
carbon emissions,
in  conjunction  with
international and
regional blocs,
and promoting and
crystallizing  common
views on the approach
that should be chosen
to move forward, before
the topics in question
are discussed by the
General Assembly of
the International Civil
Aviation Organization in
October 2022,

In relation to the subject
of the participants’
deliberations during
the twentieth session
of the committee, the
attendees dealt with the
outputs of:

- The Preparatory Team for the First Arab Forum for
Environmental Protection in the Aviation Industry.

- T'he team assigned to study the issue of stimulating
airports and infrastructure in accordance with best
practices related to the environment.

- The team in charge of the challenges faced by Arab
countries to send carbon emissions reports for the year
2019 to ICAO.

The members of the committee also examined the latest
developments regarding the implementation of the
carbon compensation and reduction scheme in the field
of international civil aviation «CORSIA» during the year
2020 as well as during the 2021-2023 phase, and the
preparation of national plans to reduce carbon emissions,
as well as preparations for the meeting of the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(COP26). ), and developments of the ICAO Committee
on Environmental Protection in Civil Aviation (CAEP).

In light of the developments and future challenges that
the Arab region may face in the field of environmental
protection and in order to raise awareness in this regard,
the committee recommended a package of procedures
and measures to confront these challenges that will be
presented to the organization’s governance bodies. It
also established a working group to update the criteria for
selecting experts in the field of environmental protection
in civil aviation in order to broaden the base of this team,
which will be entrusted with carrying out studies, research
and consultations, and all the subjects referred to it by
the Environment Committee.
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Virtual Ceremony of the signature of Memorandum of Understanding
between DfT and ACAO on « Aviation Security»

On March, 25th 2021, The UK Department for

Under the Umbrella of this MoU, DFT and ACAO will

Transport (DfT) and the Arab Civil Aviation Organization
(ACAQ) organized a virtual signing ceremony of the
Memorandum of Understanding” on Aviation Security
(AVSEQ).

The main objectives of the MoU are to establish a
lasting framework for a technical co-operation in AVSEC.
Throughout this MoU, DFT and ACAO have decided, with
mutual commitment, to reaffirm and maintain long-term
and comprehensive relations based on the principles of
equality, understanding, respect and confidence.

endeavour to establish programmes and/or arrangements
for the development and technical expertise in relation
to Aviation Security (AVSEC). They will also share their
experiences on the subject of enhancing Aviation Security
in accordance to the International Regulation.

Dft and ACAO agreed their cooperation should be
expanded by organising an annual dialogue on aviation
security under the umbrella of ACAO and DfT.

During the ceremony, ACAO and DfT further discussed
the cooperation programme for 2021.

The sixth meeting of the Civil Aviation Security Experts Group at the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization - Via teleconference

Rabat — On 18th march 2021, the civil aviation security
expert’'s team at the Arab Civil Aviation Organization
held its sixth meeting via visual technology using the
“Zoom” facility. 14 aviation security experts representing

the member states of the organization:
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, the
Republic of Tunisia, and the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia the Republic of Iraq, the
State of Qatar, the Arab Republic of Egypt,
and the Kingdom of Morocco participated
in the meeting.

During the meeting, the group of experts
examined the follow-up related to the
implementation of a roadmap to prepare a
draft-unified standard for licensing security
inspection personnel as this roadmap has
been updated.

The team also dealt with the advance
passenger data issue and agreed to form a mini-working
group to discuss international legislative and technical
aspects related to this issue and review the experiences
of Arab countries in this regard.
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Organizing a workshop on «public health
measures at airport entry points and
distributing vaccines in light of the conti-
nuing outbreak of the Corona pandemic»

Rabat - The Arab Civil Aviation Organization organized
an English-language workshop on «Public health
measures at airport entry points and the distribution of
vaccines in light of the continuing outbreak of the Corona
pandemic», through visual communication technology
using the «ZOOM» platform from 15 to 17 March 2021,
with the participation of 45 executives from the civil
aviation authorities and the aviation industry in the Arab
region, representing 14 member states of the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization.

Participants in the workshop briefed the developments
on the international scene related to travel restrictions,
health risk assessment, safe corridors for health, the
process of distributing vaccines, and a health passport.

This workshop falls within the framework of the efforts
made by the Arab Civil Aviation Organization with the
aim of contributing to the revitalization of air traffic,
the exchange of information and experiences, and the
harmonization of measures and measures taken by
member states in light of the continuing outbreak of
the Corona pandemic and the restrictions imposed by
countries to limit this outbreak.
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ACAO Participation to the ECAC 53rd

meeting of the group of experts on air
accident and incident investigation event

In the framework of the cooperation with the Sister
Organisations, and under the ACC 52-4 Action,
ACAOQ received an ECAC invitation for participating in
the ACC/53rd meeting. The ACAO was represented
by his safety and air navigation expert in the meeting
which took place via videoconference on the 17
March 2021 10:00 — 13:00 (CET).

The 53rd meeting of the group of experts on air
accident and incident investigation has been
chaired by Mr. Crispin Orr (United Kingdom) that
welcomed the participants and reviewed practical
arrangements for the meeting. Participated in the
meeting, representative from the ECAC Member
States, and Observer from third countries and also
global and regional organisation specialized in the
Civil Aviation.

In addition to the review of the list of actions and
decisions taken as result of the previous session,
the meeting adopted a revised ECAC ACC template
for reporting. Also, the meeting received updates
on current investigations, including particular
challenges and/or lessons learnt relating to the
COVID-19 crisis, from ACC delegates, industry and
other Fora. In addition, the meeting agreed on the
ACC 2021 upcoming activity.
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A coordination meeting between the Arab Civil Aviation Organization
and the Arab Organization for Education, Culture and Science

Rabat - A coordination meeting was held at
the headquarters of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization in Rabat, on Wednesday,
March 30, 2021, attended by His Excellency
Engineer Abdennebi Manar, Director General
of the Organization, and a delegation from
the Arab Organization for Education, Culture
and Science headed by Mr. Abdel Fattah Al-
Hajoumri, Director of the Arabization Office in
the Kingdom of Morocco

The two sides discussed, during this meeting,

future joint projects that fall within the
mechanisms of promoting joint Arab action,

in implementation of the recommendations

and decisions of the Higher Coordination
Committee for joint Arab action headed by His Excellency
the Secretary General of the League of Arab States,
as well as the implementation of the Memorandum of
Understanding signed between the two organizations
late last January.

It is worth noting that the Arab Civil Aviation Organization

and the Arab Organization for Education, Culture and
Science had signed a memorandum of understanding
culminating in and strengthening a cooperative path
between the two organizations that embodies the
convergence of wills for the exchange of experiences in
the field of scientific and technical research, studies on
environment and cultural tourism, and the definition of
Arab and Islamic heritage.

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization issues the «Training catalogue 2021

The cornerstone for the development of any sector,
institution or company is based on its capacity in
terms of professional and knowledgeable human
resources and efforts to keep pace with technological
developments and innovations, approaches and
successful methods in management. This confirms
the importance of education and training in all
strategic policies of any given organization, including
those belonging to the Civil Aviation sector.

This sector is developing rapidly and requires
continuous on the job training of different categories
of human resources, especially those performing
technical tasks and dealing with sophisticated

equipment that requests specific operation patterns
and maintenance for a quality performance.

Therefore, the Arab Civil Aviation Organization
(ACAO) is making its best efforts to provide training
courses, for the benefit of employees and managers,
in order to contribute to the continuous development
of highly trained staff in compliance with the quality
and safety standards of international civil aviation.

This course catalogue serves the strategic objectives
of our organization in terms of developing common
training standards and implementing member states
experts’ data basis to enhance the cooperation and
exchange of best practices in our Region.
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Encouraging aircraft crews to undergo vaccination, as
the duration of the infection can be shortened and the
likelihood of significant illness or death can be reduced
in immunized individuals who become infected. Crew
members who have been vaccinated or have a history of
laboratory-confirmed COVID-19 infection may be exempt
from testing programs.

The proof of vaccination shall be in the approved national
registry. Provided that countries issue a safe and globally
interoperable guide.

Public health corridors

Public health corridors are implemented among countries,
based on mutual recognition of public health mitigation
measures implemented by each party on one or more
paths. Countries are encouraged to share information via
the Public Health Corridor model on CRRIC.

These corridors are the subject of a stand-alone
memorandum of understanding due totheir exceptionaland
temporary nature. It cannot be viewed as an amendment to
the air service agreements or as a reason for re-negotiating
the latter. The inclusion of a clause on registration with the
International Civil Aviation Organization (with reference to
Article 83) is at the discretion of the parties.

ICAQ has developed an application that provides a model
legal and operational framework for the development of
bilateral or multilateral arrangements according to the
needs of each country and the epidemic situation. This
application facilitates the development of a mutually
recognized safety risk management approach to routes
designated under this arrangement.

Therefore, our countries will have to make more efforts
to reopen international routes again, at a time when it
is imperative to bypass the restrictions that hinder the
process of immunity against Covid 19 virus through the
provision of vaccines.

Air safety measures

The ICAO will replace the CCRD system with the TE:
Targeted Exemptions system on 1 April 2021 to facilitate
international operations with mitigations. To facilitate a
smooth transition, information provided by the States to the
CCRD will be relayed to the TE system. The CCRD system
will also be extended for an additional three months until
June 30, 2021. The targeted exemption system will remain
in operation as long as it is needed, and a three-month
advance notice will be given before it is closed.

Memorandum of Understanding between the member
states of the Latin American Commission on the
liberalization of the seventh freedom of air cargo
activity

According to this memorandum, for a period not exceeding
the end of the pollination process, the exercise of the
transportation rights associated with the seventh freedom
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of shipping services will be allowed, whether through
scheduled or non-scheduled flights, for airlines in the
countries that sign the Memorandum of Understanding,
with equal opportunities, without geographic or capacity
restrictions. Ten countries signed this memorandum last
December.

During the symposium organized by the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization on the occasion of the 25th anniversary of its
founding, the President of the ICAO Council suggested
in his speech that the Arab countries implement this
memorandum for themselves, and we are now in the
process of coordinating with the Council in this regard.

His Excellency confirmed what was stated in the speech
of His Excellency Sheikh Salman Al-Hamoud Al-Sabah,
Chairman of the General Assembly of the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization, in which he called on member
states to coordinate and consult to reach consensus
on the challenges before us and finding new solutions
that help government policies to develop the sector that
we supervise, and to meet the aspirations of Arab and
international air transport hubs.

His Excellency added, “This may be done gradually by
lifting operational restrictions on the basis of a bilateral
approach and liberalizing air transport services to reach
a unified market for air transport, by joining the 2004
multilateral agreement (the Damascus Agreement) to
liberalize air transport, and implementing it, including
economic rules and legal guarantees that would enable
the activities of Arab air carriers to work with expansion
plans, as well as encourage Arab countries to sign, join,
and ratify the amended agreement for the «exchange of
exemptions from customs taxes and duties on the activities
and equipment of Arab air carrier «because of the benefits
and gains it brings to Arab air carrier, which supports their
activities. »

His Excellency stressed the need to continue to ensure
constant and continuous coordination to support
the operation of Arab air carriers, including joining
international agreements and protocols that would support
the development of legal frameworks that contribute to the
growth of this operation, and to enhance cooperation and
integration between Arab air carriers in terms of Training,
formation, recruitment, and optimization of the actual
achievements in general.

His Excellency explained that coordination is underway
to hold a high-level international conference on the
Coronavirus pandemic, next October, focusing on
economic recovery efforts in the aviation sector, safety
and facilitation. We hope that this meeting will contribute
to unifying positions and visions, in order to preserve the
interests of our countries in general and the interests of
Arab carriers in particular.
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The Arab Civil Aviation Organization participates in the
«Air Transport Policy Working Group» meeting

Rabat - The Arab Civil Aviation Organization participated
in the «Air Transport Policy Working Group» meeting, held
in Beirut via visual communication technology, on March
2, 2021, organized by The Arab Air Transport Association.

In a speech on the occasion, His Excellency Eng.
Abdenbi Manar, Director General of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization, indicated that the meeting is being held at a
time when the world is rushing to achieve immunity against
the Covid 19 pandemic and to facilitate the recovery of the
global economy by opening borders to the movement of
people and goods.

His Excellency stated that nearly a year ago, the world
has been experiencing a health crisis due to the outbreak
of the Corona epidemic, which caused the closure of
borders that resulted in a global economic and social
crisis “however this crisis was an opportunity to mobilize
the International community to manage the crisis at first,
and secondly develop a global approach involving the
international civil aviation sector, with all its components
from the civil aviation authorities, global and regional
organizations and unions, as well as the air transport
industry, for the recovery of the civil aviation sector.

His Excellency stated, “Our region was a forerunner
in laying the first building blocks for consultation and
coordination of efforts to confront this crisis, that would take
a global dimension under the umbrella of the International
Civil Aviation Organization, within the framework of the
CART Team, as well as the League of Arab States at the
level of the councils of Arab transport, tourism and health
ministers, the first of which was to take decisions and

measures to support Arab air transport companies before
the end of March 2020.

His Excellency added: «Unfortunately, we are still suffering
from the outbreak of the epidemic and its worsening effects
on the air transport sector, especially in our region, where
it has seen more decline compared to other regions that
have regional blocs or major countries, because we do not
have an internal air transport market, which is what raises
once again the issue related to the implementation of the
Damascus Agreement to liberalize air transport between
Arab countries.

Regarding the CART team, His Excellency the Director
General highlighted that after preparing two packages
of recovery measures, it is expected in the coming days
and before the end of this month that the ICAO Council
adopts the third version of these recommendations and
procedure, the most important of which are:

Sanitary procedures

Test Report Protocol: Reporting of test results should be
standardized, taking into account the guidance outlined
in the ICAO Test Procedures and Cross-Border Risk
Management Measures Manual.

Standardization of test certification by countries by
issuing safe, reliable and internationally interoperable test
documentary evidence, such as the one made possible
based on the integration of the digital visual stamp,
based on the guidelines of the International Civil Aviation
Organization.
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Meeting of Directors General of Civil
Aviation at the Regional Office of the In-
ternational Civil Aviation Organization in

Europe and North Atlantic (EurNat)

Paris - At the invitation of the Regional Office of the
International Civil Aviation Organization in Europe
and North Atlantic (EurNat), the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization participated in the meeting of Directors
General of Civil Aviation at the Regional Office of the
International Civil Aviation Organization in Europe and
North Atlantic (EurNat), on February 24, 2021.

Eighty-seven participants representing the member states
of the EurNat Regional Office of ICAO and other regional
organizations (The Arab Civil Aviation Organization, The
European Civil Aviation Conference, The European Air
Safety Committee, and the International Air Transport
Association) attended the meeting, which was organized
via visual communication technology.

Discussions and interventions of experts and senior
officials focused on procedures and measures
accompanying the process of distributing COVID 19
vaccines by air, including encouraging countries to
adopt the seventh freedom of airfreight rights and their
cooperation, and aspects related to the operational safety
of air cargo flights:

e Facilitating air navigation;

e Digitization of the air cargo process;

e Classification of vaccines as hazardous
substances, traceability, and temperature control;
e Air cargo and facility security requirements;

e Health Safety Corridors - PHC; and

e Mutual recognition of vaccine certificates.

Some countries and regional organizations also reviewed
their experience and lessons learned regarding the
process of distributing vaccines for COVID 19.
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ACAO Participation to the ASBU Seminar
(18-19 January 2021)

In the framework of the cooperation programme within the
ICAO MID office, the ACAO (represented by his safety
and air navigation expert) attended the ASBU Webinar
conducted the 18th January 2021.

During Tuesday 18th the participants reviewed the
consolidated revised version of the MID Region Air
Navigation Strategy based on all received inputs from the
distributed Questionnaire and made final adjustments, as
deemed necessary.

The Webinar also reviewed, Wednesday 19th, the inputs
of the MIDANPIRG Sub-Groups and States related to the
selected MID AN KPIs to be monitored at National and
Regional levels;

The outcomes of this Webinar will be proposed to
MIDANPIRG/18  for

endorsement.




Activities of the Organization

Issue 42
March 2021

The second coordination meeting for civil aviation security managers and officials of
the civil aviation authorities of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization member states

Rabat - The Arab Civil Aviation Organization organized
the second coordination meeting for civil aviation security
directors and officials of the Arab civil aviation authorities,
through visual technology via the Zoom facility, on March
03, 2021 from 09:00 to 13:00 UTC. The meeting focused
on the study of Corona developments, exchanging
experiences, information and best practices in terms of
security measures and facilitation in light of the gradual
return of civil aviation activities.

His Excellency the Director-General of the organization,
focused in his speech on the need for coordination
between Arab countries and the exchange of experiences
in light of the continuing outbreak of the Corona pandemic
and with the start of the circulation of vaccines, and called
for a participatory approach in preparation for the high-
level conference on facilitation to be held by ICAO during
the month of October this year.

His Excellency called on Arab countries that will be
proactive in adopting the requirements of “Public
health corridors - PHC», along with other countries, to
accompany and help other Arab countries to assimilate
this concept.

During this meeting, which featured the participation
of 32 civil aviation security officials, representing 15

member states of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization,
participants reviewed the experiences of their countries
regarding the application of security procedures and
measures, facilitation requirements, and activities to
monitor the quality of civil aviation security with the
continuing outbreak of the Corona pandemic.

The participants also reviewed the procedures, measures
and programs that have been prepared to raise
awareness and spread the culture of aviation security,
in line with the initiative of the International Civil Aviation
Organization, which adopted the year 2021 as the year of
security culture.

In turn, the General Administration of the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization presented an overview of the
activities carried out during the year 2020, as well as the
priorities and program of its operations for the year 2021
in the field of civil aviation security and facilitation.

This meeting falls within the framework of the efforts
exerted by the Arab Civil Aviation Organization with
the aim of contributing to the recovery of air transport,
exchanging information and experiences, and
harmonizing the procedures and measures adopted by
member states.
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Digital economy on the agenda of the Economic and Social Council

His Excellency Eng. Abdenbi Manar, Director General
of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization, participated on
Thursday, 4 February 2020, in the works of the 107th
session of the Economic and Social Council at the level of
the Ministers of Finance, Economy and Trade of the Arab
countries and the Secretary-General of the League of Arab
States His Excellency Mr. Ahmed Aboul Gheit. Within the
framework of the precautionary measures imposed by the
«emerging» Corona virus, Covid-19, the meeting was held
via telecommunication, and draft decisions issued by the
recommendations of the meeting of senior officials and the
social and economic committees were approved.

The Minister of Economy and Trade caretaker of the
government of the Republic of Lebanon and actual
president of the current session of the Economic and
Social Council, Raul Nehme, chaired the meeting. In his
opening speech, H.E. stated the importance of activating
Arab integration and interdependence, especially on
common paths of importance to Arab countries, including,
Economic unity and regional cooperation to face the
negative consequences of this pandemic as a basic
requirement that simulates Arab history of solidarity in the
face of crises. His Excellency also called for cooperation
to maintain citizen’s food security through the sustainability
of regional production chains, and enhancing intra-
trade, with an emphasis on the priority of removing trade
obstacles facing the Arab region in order to enable the
treatment of the basic economic problems resulting from
these obstacles, in addition to the importance of enhancing
trade exchanges.

His Excellency also highlighted, the importance of
technological progress, at the development level, in
addressing the results of this pandemic, and experience
has proven that the key to progress and communication
lies in digital transformation of government departments
and building an effective digital economy. We commend
here the Arab efforts in this regard, especially the launch of
the initiative and in particular, the digital university «which
aims to support emerging economies in the Middle East
and North and West African countries, by training staff
both technically and cognitively,». Likewise, the initiatives
emanating from the «Arab Vision for the Digital Economy

2018» turned out to be one of the
strategic enablers to support economic
and social growth, especially after the
massive economic and social effects of
growing unemployment rates, with the
expansion of border closures in many
countries. This reflects negatively on
all layers of Society and pushes middle
classes and marginalized groups
towards tensions that lead to instability.

His Excellency also pointed out that
«this meeting confirms the necessity
of unifying visions and strengthening
cooperation and coordination at all
levels to achieve this integration. This
central goal is what we must strive to
achieve through all the meetings that
result in the preparation of many draft decisions that are no
less important than the decisions presented and ratified in
the previous sessions of the Economic and Social Council,
which require follow-up and implementation.”

In his speech, His Excellency Mr. Ahmed Aboul Gheit,
Secretary-General of the League of Arab States,
referred to the continuing economic and social impacts
of the emerging corona virus pandemic, which calls for
member states to adopt medium and long-term plans and
strategies to deal with it. Arab countries need to review
their development plans to keep pace with this new reality
and enhance their capacity to adapt to and anticipate
crises, especially in the fields of health and education.

His Excellency also stressed the importance of Arab
solidarity and aid to support countries facing more difficult
situations, such as Palestine, Yemen and Lebanon, and
called for modernizing mechanisms for collective response
to crises and exchange of information in the field of health,
as well as strengthening early warning mechanisms.

This session introduced the study of several topics,
foremost of which is the economic and social file of the
Arab League Council for the next summit, support for the
Palestinian economy, and a number of issues related to
the joint Arab economic and social affairs discussed
during the meeting and which aims at promoting and
developing joint Arab action among Arab countries within
the framework of the League of Arab States. It also aims at
reaching consensus on a number of economic and social
decisions projects that will be included in the economic
and social file of the League of Arab States Council on
repositioning legal paths of a number of joint Arab action
institutions within the framework of the League.

The reports and decisions of ministerial councils and
specialized Arab committees were also studied, and
the report and recommendations of the extraordinary
meeting of the Organizations Committee for Coordination
and Follow-up emanating from the Economic and Social
Council were approved, especially the item of plans and
budgets of specialized Arab organizations for the fiscal
year 2021.



Signing a memorandum of understanding
between the Arab League Educational,
Cultural and Scientific Organization and the
Arab Civil Aviation Organization

On Wednesday 20-01-2021, the Director General of
the Arab League Educational, Cultural and Scientific
Organization, Prof. Mohamed QOuld Omar, and His
Excellency the Director General of the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization, Engineer Abdenbi Manar, signed
a memorandum of understanding which represents the
culmination and strengthening of a cooperative process
taking place between the two organizations, which
embodies the convergence of wills for the exchange
of experiences in the field of scientific and technical
research, environmental and cultural tourism studies,
and the promotion of Arab and lIslamic heritage.

In his speech, the Director General of the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization, Eng. Abdenbi Manar, affirmed
that cooperation with  ALECSO in these promising
areas will have multiple advantages, all of which are
aimed at promoting joint Arab action and its continuous
advancement on the one hand, as well as strengthening
cooperation with United Nations affiliated organizations,,
on the other hand, in harmony with the orientations and
objectives of the League of Arab States.

Prof. Mohamed Ould Omar, Director General of ALECSO,
expressed in his statement his satisfaction on the occasion
of the signature of this agreement between ALESCO
and its sister Arab Civil Aviation Organization, which is
an opportunity that will enhance the march of joint Arab
action and open wider horizons for the two organizations
for further consultation, whilst aspiring that it will be the
first step towards the implementation of an executive
program to be achieved in the future.

Among the areas of cooperation provided for in this
memorandum is the exchange of information, documents
and experiences related to topics of common interest as
well as expanding the exchange of knowledge in the fields
of scientific and technical research; and the implementing
of future projects and activities of mutual benefit, and
cooperating in the fields of activities in support of the
advancement of the Arabic language, by coordinating
Arab and international efforts and initiatives to achieve
this goal.

Activities of the Organization
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A workshop on monitoring, repor-
ting and verification (MRV) within the
framework of CORSIA - Via teleconfe-

rence

Rabat - The Arab Civil Aviation Organization and the Arab
Air Carriers Organization, in coordination with the leading
company in the field of auditing and verifying aircraft
gas emissions, «VERIFAVIA”, organized a workshop on
the topic of monitoring, reporting and verification (MRV)
within the framework of CORSIA, through the visual
communication technology using MICROSOFT TEAM
facility, on 02 March 2021, from 10:00 to 12:00 UTC Time.
Sixty-two representatives of environmental protection
in the civil aviation authorities and airlines in the Arab
region in 17 member states of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization took part into this event.

The workshop aimed to provide answers from the experts
of «VERIFAVIA» to some of the issues and challenges
that faced the focal points of the carbon compensation
and reduction plan in the field of «<CORSIA» international
aviation. The company’s experts answered all questions
regarding the entry of carbon dioxide emissions data
from international flights for the year 2019 after reviewing
operator reports and approved reports by audit firms
contained in the ICAO Central Registry (CCR).

During his opening speech, His Excellency Eng. Abdenbi
Manar, Director General of the organization, praised
the permanent and constructive coordination and
cooperation between the Arab Civil Aviation Organization
and the Arab Air Carriers Organization, and called for the
need for coordination between Arab countries and the
exchange of experiences in a way that enhances Arab
integration and benefits from the experiences of countries
among them.

This workshop falls within the framework of the efforts
made by the Arab Civil Aviation Organization and the Arab
Air Carriers Organization to keep pace with countries,
exchange information and experiences, and harmonize
the procedures and measures undertaken by member
states in the field of environmental protection.
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The Higher Coordination Committee for Joint Arab Action discusses the topic of
«Digital Transformation in Arab Economies»

Eng. abdennebi Manar, Director General of the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization, participated in the 50th session of
the Higher Coordination Committee for Joint Arab Action
on January 12 and 13, 2021 under the chairmanship of
His Excellency the Secretary General of the League of
Arab States, with the participation of heads and directors
of specialized Arab organizations, Arab unions and Arab
financing institutions, through a mechanism Remote
communication with (video conferencing) technology and
in presence at the headquarters of the Arab Academy for
Science, Technology and Maritime Transport in the Smart
Village in Cairo.

His Excellency stressed the importance of the axis of
this session, which mainly dealt with the topic of «digital
transformation in Arab economies» because of its
importance in developing Arab countries economically
and socially, stressing in the same context the importance
of building national capabilities in the field of information
security and combating electronic piracy.

In his speech, His Excellency also welcomed the
participation of Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, President of
the Talal Abu-Ghazaleh International Foundation, as a
guest of the committee, who presented several initiatives
and ideas regarding cooperation between specialized
Arab organizations and the private sector in the field of
scientific research in particular.

The agenda of the session included the topic of digital
transformation, digital piracy, network protection, and
proposals for Arab digital partnerships presented by the
Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization International, which
is a group of projects that include the establishment of
partnerships between specialized Arab organizations
and their counterpart private sector institutions, and
the implementation of the previous and special session
decisions were also followed up.

With the vision of joint Arab action organizations and
institutions to confront the repercussions of the Corona
virus crisis on Arab economies and societies, and
the measures taken by joint Arab action institutions
regarding the establishment of the Arab Observatory
and the formation of a cell to confront the challenges and
repercussions of the crisis.

It should be noted that the Higher Coordination Committee
for Joint Arab Action is convened under the chairmanship
of His Excellency the Secretary General of the League,
which is the highest body in the system of joint Arab
action, which aims to enhance cooperation, coordination
and exchange of experiences between the League
of Arab States and the joint Arab action institutions
(organizations, unions and Arab financing institutions)
to increase the effectiveness of Joint Arab action and
avoiding duplication.



The fourth Environment Forum of the
European Civil Aviation Conference

Paris - January 19, 2021, the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization participated in the fourth Environment
Forum of the European Civil Aviation Conference (ECAC
Environmental Forum), from 19 to 21 January 2021.

One hundred and twenty participants representing,
representing member states of the European Civil
Aviation Conference (ECAC), partner countries (USA,
Canada, Singapore ...) and international and regional
organizations (ICAO, European Commission EC, Arab
Aviation Organization. ACAO Civil Aviation, LACAC,
African  Civil Aviation Commission AFCAC, [ATA
International Air Transport Association, ACI Europe Euro
control, EASA, ...), and the aviation industry (Airbus, ITF
International Transport Forum ...) participated in this
forum, which was organized via videoconference.

The participation of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization
in the aforementioned meeting falls within the framework
of its commitment in the Joint Action Plan 2019-2022
between the Arab Civil Aviation Organization and the
European Civil Aviation Conference (ECAC); the latter
aims to contributing to capacity building and providing
technical support and assistance to member states.

During this meeting, the participants reviewed the latest
developments regarding studies and research level
related to the reduction of CO2 emissions at the European,
and the progress made in achieving the ambitious long-
term goals in accordance with the decisions of the 40th
ICAO Assembly as well as the contribution of States
and international and regional organizations regarding
the Carbon Offsetting and reduction scheme in the field
of international aviation (CORSIA), and priorities and
future work programs related to the environment at the
international and European level.

During the forum, the Arab Civil Aviation Organization also
made a presentation on the Arab region’s contribution
to the implementation of the Carbon Offsetting and
reduction scheme in the field of international aviation
(CORSIA), and the progress made in preparing a national
action plan to reduce CO2 emissions as well as the
activities of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization in terms
of assistance, building and capacity development in the
field of environmental protection.

Activities of the Organization
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The Arab Civil Aviation Organization parti-
cipates in the meeting of the task force in
charge of the environment at the Regional
Office for Europe and North Atlantic ICAO

Paris - The Arab Civil Aviation Organization participated in
the meeting of the task force in charge of the environment
at the Regional Office of the International Civil Aviation
Organization in Europe and North Atlantic (EurNat), on 14
and 15 January 2021.

The meeting, organized by video call, was attended by 66
participants representing the member states of the EurNat
Regional Office for ICAO and regional organizations
(Arab  Civil Aviation Organization, European Civil
Aviation Conference, African Civil Aviation Commission,
International Air Transport Association ...).

The participation of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization
falls within the framework of the commitment to the Joint
Action Plan 2019-2022 between the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization and the ICAO Regional Office for Europe
and North Atlantic, with the aim of contributing to capacity
building and providing support and technical assistance
to member states.

During this meeting, the latest developments related to
the carbon compensation and reduction plan in the field of
international aviation (CORSIA), the national action plans
to reduce CO2 emissions, and the tools and guidance
materials prepared by the International Civil Aviation
Organization to help countries implement the relevant
international requirements were discussed during this
meeting.

During the meeting, the Arab Civil Aviation Organization
reviewed the contribution of the Arab region to the
implementation of the plan of carbon compensation and
reduction in the field of international aviation (CORSIA),
and the progress made in preparing a national action plan
to reduce CO2 emissions. As well as the activities of the
Arab Civil Aviation Organization in terms of assistance and
capacity building in the field of environmental protection.
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Training courses and workshops schedule
March -Dec 2021

Flight Inspection
and Procedure
validation

symposium

12-15 October
Distance

Symposium on
handling

11-12 November
Distance

workshop on airport
local air quality

24-23 October
Distance

A joint workshop
between ACAO-
ICAO MID(Cairo
office) - and ECAC

on landside security

15-16 November
Distance

Workshop on National
air navigation plan

6- 8 December
Distance

Workshop on
dangerous goods

8-10 November
Distance

Workshop on
aviation medicine

18-22 November
Distance

Train the trainer
course on civil
aviation environment

13 - 15 December
Distance

A joint workshop
between ACAO, ICAO
MID (Cairo office)
and IATA on carbon
and alternative fuels
markets

10 November
Distance

Workshop on
national security
audit coordinators
qualification

6- 9 December
Distance

Symposium on drones

15 - 17 December
Distance
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Training courses and workshops schedule
March-Dec 2021
Workshop on risk . Worshop on Workshop on
b Worshop on security
evaluation and culture performance based performance based
management navigation navigation

6-8 April
Distance

Training course on
air transport pricing

1- 4 June
Distance

Training course on
airport licensing

5-6July
Distance

Joint workshop
between ACAO-ICAO
MID (Cairo Office)
ECAC on security
culture

15-16 September

Distance

3-5 May
Distance

Joint workshop
on air navigation
frequency
management

21- 24 June
Distance

Training course on
air transport strategic
management

5-9July
Distance

Symposium on
facilitation

27-28 September
Distance

31 May
Distance

Workshop on the
implementation of the
road map measures
within the global plan

21- 22 June
Distance

Training course on
air transport risk
management

6 - 10 September
Distance

A joint seminar with
ICAO MID (Cairo office)
on future monitoring
techniques

20-22 September

Distance

1June
Distance

A joint workshop
between ACAO,
ICAO Eurnat, AACO

and IATA on the
national program gas
emissions reduction

22 - 24 June
Distance

Arab environmental
forum

13 September
Distance

Training course on
airlines alliances and
code sharing

4- 8 October
Distance



EDITORIAL

By : Engineer / Manar Abdennebi
Director General of the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization
celebrated its 25th anniversary on
February 7, 2021, which coincides
with the «Arab Civil Aviation Day»,
as the latter was officially approved
by the Organization’s General
Assembly with the aim of raising and
strengthening Arab awareness of the
importance of civil aviation for the
social and economic development
of countries, and the distinguished
role it plays in terms of helping
countries in terms of cooperation and
establishing a rapid transit network
around the world in the interest of all
humankind.

On this occasion, the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization organized,
via teleconference, an international
symposium entitled «Achievements
and  Challenges»,  with the
participation of their Excellences
and heads of aviation authorities
in the Member States, and the
Ambassador, the representative
of the Secretary-General of the
League of Arab States. ACAO
was equally honored with the

participation of their Excellences,
Presidents and General Secretaries
of the International and regional
organizations, representatives of
friendly countries, and partners from
specialized bodies and institutions,
as well as prominent experts in the
aviation world.

This  symposium provided an
opportunity for heads and
representatives of Arab countries
to take stock of their achievements
to keep pace with the progress of
air traffic, especially with regard to
opening new airports and expanding
their presence, developing airlines’
fleets, attractinginvestorsand capital,
as well as building capacities in all
areas of civil aviation whilst achieving
the highest levels of security, safety
and quality for the Arab aviation
system. It was also an opportunity
to review their contributions to the
joint Arab action through the Arab
Civil Aviation Organization. These
achievements materialized through
the supervision of their Excellences
the ministers and heads of civil
aviation in all member states on the
projects, programs and activities
of the organization, with more than
250 Arab experts working on their
implementation, and thousands of
managers and executives working
in the civil aviation sector benefiting
from them. They also materialized
via the cooperation initiated
with international and regional
organizations, friendly countries and
our partners from specialized bodies
and institutions.

During this symposium, participants
reviewed the prospects for the
development of global and regional
air transport, considering that this
sector is the economic lifeblood of
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our time, a necessity for progress
and sustainable development, and
one of the most important pillars
of international trade and tourism
activities and the link between
different countries of the world in
various fields.

The second axis of this symposium
focused on the topic of raising global
air transport future challenges, by
strengthening cooperation between
regional organizations.

The commemoration of the 25th
anniversary of the founding of the
Arab Civil Aviation Organization was
a powerful moment for anticipating
the future, more than focusing on the
achievements of the past, especially
since the air transport activity is
experiencing an unprecedented
crisis due to the outbreak of the
Corona pandemic. We remain
confident that through the concerted
efforts of all stakeholders, and
with the strong involvement of the
members of the organization, we will
be able to formulate a constructive
and promising outlook for the
implementation of the roadmap
towards restart and recovery.

In conclusion, | am pleased to
extend my sincere thanks to all those
who participated in this celebration,
wishing them every success, and
to extend to all current and former
employees of the organization
managers, experts and employees,
and | pay tribute to all the leaders
and executives of the organization
who passed away, asking God
Almighty help us in performing the
duties our leaders have entrusted us
with, so that we liv up to everyone’s
aspirations.
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