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all parts of the airport, including
sections on airport facilities and
services, lost luggage reporting,
as well as official Kuwait weather
forecasts provided directly from the
DGCA’s Meteorological Department.

Sections  covering the role
responsibilities of the DGCA and its
departments are highly informative
as are the latest statistics on traffic
levels at the airport. The capabilities
of the site have also been expanded
to include submission of Annual
requests for staff permits to
enter restricted areas at Kuwait
International Airport, as well as a
host of new services for the travelling
public.

Arrivals and departures information
and the latest live status updates
can be monitored directly through
the website page or phone app for
all incoming and outgoing flights. On
the DGCA intranet, the Dashboard
project was established for top
management, including  Kuwait
International Airport traffic statistics
and many other projects related to
airport  development.

As part of the DGCA’s commitment
to implement Kuwait’'s e-Government
initiative, the Information Systems
Center management has launched
an air transport e-gateway on the
State of Kuwait www.egov.kw portal,
which includes lost and found
reporting and the system for issuing
crew licenses and permits.

Implementation of the e-mail project
to convert all paper electronic
transactions has also  been
completed.

Security System Department

Overseeing security affairs at Kuwait
International Airport (KIA) is the
Security System Department.

within the
apportioned
with each

Responsibilities
Department are
between two sectors,

Articles

sector divided into three sections:
Security Strategy Oversight:

e Passenger Terminal

Section.

Security

e Security Risk Assessment Section.
e Permits Section.

Airfield and Air
Oversight:

e (Gates &
Section.

Cargo Facilities

Installations  Security

e Airfield Security Section.

e Air Cargo Security Regulation
Section.

In accordance with ICAO guidelines,
the Department's role is to
implement the requirements of the
Security Manual for the Protection of
Civil Aviation from Acts of Unlawful
Intervention and Annex 17 of the
ICAO Convention on International
Civil Aviation (Chicago Convention).
It is also responsible for the Kuwait
National Civil Aviation security
Programme and the Airport security
Programme.

Every Contracting State has to
ensure that there is an authority at
...airport serving civil aviation that is
responsible for the coordination and
implementation of security controls.
This authority is also responsible
for ensuring the implementation of
preventive security measures in
accordance with the standards and
Recommended Practices (SARPSs)
contained in Annex 17.

Mainly engaged in evaluating the
working practices and operations at
the airport and making observation
from a security standpoint, the
Security Management Department
also co-ordinates with the relevant
authorities to implement the latest
security standard at KIA. This covers
everything from human resources to
technology.
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TheDepartmentalsoprovidessecurity
advice and recommendations to all
airlines and their agents operating
at KIA, ensuring that any updates
issued by ICAO concerning civil
aviation security are followed up and
implemented.

Always vigilant, the Department is
continually working on the issuance,
updating and implementation of
the airport security programme
approved by the Civil Aviation
Security measures in the wake of
any unlawful interference, as well as
coordinating the implementation of
strengthened security measures if
required.

The Security System Department
also plays a primary role in controlling
access to prohibited  security
areas at the airport, receiving and
scrutinizing access permit requests
from all parties, ensuring that
security IDs are only issued to those
who have a legitimate need.

Furthermore, the Department
contributes to the airport security
committee as specified in the
Kuwait national civil aviation security
programme. It also conducts studies
and makes proposals on all security
aspects at Kuwait International
airport to ensure compliance with
the standards and recommended
practices of ICAOQ.

In  addition, the  department
coordinates and participates with
international inspection  teams
during their auditing visits to KIA. It
also implements and follows up the
execution of any corrective action
plan issued by ICAO, as well as
coordinating and participating in
regular emergency exercises in
accordance with the civil aviation
security  department  approved
Kuwait International Airport
emergency  plan.
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ongoing technology improvements
are matching the growth, ensuring
Kuwait's primary gateway is well
placed to meet demand.

The Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), constantly looking
to the future, has embarked on a
thorough upgrade of the airport’s
Terminal 1 infrastructure, a rolling
programme of improvements that
is already visible in the revitalised
departures hall and at aircraft gates.

The departures area is split into
four distinct check-in zones, each
accessed via a security gate.
Only passengers and authorised
personnel are permitted to enter
the check-in zones — designated
1 through 4- ensuring security and
cutting out crowding.

Zones 1 and 4 feature 32 check-
in desks each plus an oversize
baggage counter while Zones 2 and
3eachhave 18 check-in desks, again
with a dedicated space for oversize
baggage. The arrangement ensures
queuing is kept to a minimum.

All check-in positions are equipped
with  the CUTE (Common Use
Terminal Equipment) system,
installed and maintained by SITA,
to ensure maximum flexibility for the
handling agents Kuwait Airways and
National Aviation Services and their
airline  customers.

Over 8 million passengers and
around 12 million bags are handled
annually at Terminal 1.

The sorting area for outbound
luggage is now completely new and
the system installed can process up
to 3.600 bags per hour, fed from the
four check-in zones. Two transfer
lines run in tunnels located on the
exterior of the building.

Also incorporated is a sophisticated
baggage reconciliation  system,
developed by SITA, that tracks bags
in real-time from the check-in desk to
the aircraft hold, ensuring no luggage
is loaded without the matching
passenger being on board. It also

tracks the bags in transit via other
airports and on to the passenger’s
final destination.

Oversized baggage - a constant
headache for any airport - is far
easier to handle thanks to the
dedicated desks in the new check-in
zones. The ground handling agents
are responsible for check-in and
sorting of passengers’ outbound and
inbound baggage.

At the terminal 1 contact gates the
air bridges are fully automatic for all
aircraft types. Keeping up with the
latest in modern airport technology,
Gates 25 and 26 are designated to
handling Airbus A380s operations,
which can exceed 500 passengers
per flight.

Underscoring the DGCA’s
commitment to utilising the latest
technology, aircraft stands at the
terminal feature a «safe gate»
system-an advanced visual
guidance system that enables pilots
to park their aircraft on the stand with
pinpoint  accuracy.

Of course, investment in the latest
equipment would not be fully
effective without skilled personnel
keeping the systems operating
at peak performance in the most
arduous weather conditions. The
DGCA has a team of technicians
and engineers, all of whom have
undergone extensive training and
can maintain the new technology to
its full potential.

Kuwait International Airport enjoys
a strong reputation for technology
implementation and nowhere is that
more evident than nowhere is that
more evident than in the activities of
the Engineering Department.

The department keeps a 24-
hour watch on the airport’s power
requirements using a state-of-the-
art SCADA (Supervisory Control and
Data Acquisition) system. This self-
diagnostic system alerts technicians
in the main control rooms in the
airport’s central plant building and
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in the terminal building to faults in
real-time, enabling a swift diagnosis
and fix to be carried out by the
Department’s  skilled engineers.

The SCADA features the flexibility to
cater for considerable expansions
through a combination of software
and hardware updates, with an
ongoing support contract ensuring
the system remains cutting-edge.
An extensive fiber-optic system has
been installed to cover all related
parts of the network.

Maintenance and upgrading of the
airport’s air conditioning and water
chiller systemsis another Engineering
Department responsibility. Additional
chillers have been installed, ensuring
that no matter how hot the weather,

conditions  within  the buildings
remain cool.
The Department also runs a

complete check of sub-stations’ and
airport  buildings’ air-conditioning
units-maintaining and/ or replacing
the equipment as required to keep
the facilities at optimal design
temperature. In addition, it carries
out annual maintenance of the two
cooling towers at the central plant
building.

In the event of a power failure from
the Ministry of Electricity and Water,
bulk standby generators installed
in the central plant building will
automatically come into operation
in a few seconds. During these few
seconds a UPS (Uninterruptible
Power Supply) system will meet the
load requirements of the various
essential services.

Information Systems Center

The website of the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation www.
dgca.gov.kw is the organisation’s
“window on the world”, the official
visual interface that reflects the
multi-disciplinary Information
technological that is managed by the
Information  Systems Center.

The website is a comprehensive
information resource  covering



The new of 140,000 m2 four-level
passenger terminal is designed
in a trefoil plan, comprising three
symmetrical «wings» of aircraft
contact gates.

Another key feature of the 39m-high
building is an impressive new
landside approach from the south,
with lush greenery and extensive
covered curbside drop-off zones.

Inside, the airport functions
are arranged over three floors:
departures, arrivals and baggage
areas.

The new terminal will build
on Kuwait Airport’s existing
strengths-easy access, a short
distance from check-in to aircraft,
varied shopping and plentiful
dining opportunities and take
them to new levels.

Some 120 check-in desks will keep
queuing to a minimum. An integrated
baggage system-incorporating
screening, dynamic storage and
high-speed sorting, will whisk
baggage to and from the aircraft
along 6 km of conveyors.

The new T2 will build on Kuwait
Airport’s  existing  strengths-easy
access, a short distance from check-
in to aircraft, varied shopping and
plentiful dining opportunities and
take them to new levels.

Cooling  cascades of  water
surrounding the baggage reclaim
will be just one of the many
ambience-enhancing features of the
new arrival’s hall.

Airside, the apron layout is highly
adaptable, covering an area of 360
hectares and offering 30-51 contact
gates in phase One.

The terminal be A380-ready with
double-decker contact gates
capable of handling the super and
its potential 500 plus passengers.

Construction of the new terminal
started on site in 2016. Completion
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is scheduled for 2023.

Capable of handling up to 25
million passengers a year the new
T2 facility will be situated to the
south of the current terminal.

Civil Aviation Security Department

The DGCA'’s Civil Aviation Security
Department is responsible for all
Civil Aviation security matters in
Kuwait, it is also the State’s official
representative on civil aviation to
international  organizations  and
bodies and updating Kuwait's safety
regulations and legislation.

The Department’s primary
function through its legislative and
supervisory of civil aviation operation
from acts of unlawful interference.
This is accordance with the
international treaties of ICAQO, signed
by the member States of the United
Nations.

To achieve a uniform level of Aviation
Security, the Civil Aviation Security
Department is responsible for the
development, implementation and
modernisation of a comprehensive
aviation  security  policy.  All
measures meet the Standards and
Recommended Practices contained
in Annex 17 (Security) and Annex 9
(Facilitation) of the ICAO Convention
on International  Civil  Aviation
(Chicago Convention) of 1944 to
which all Contracting States are
bound.

Supervisory and legislative duties
involve the control of stakeholders
concerned with the aviation security
structure, usually including:

e Airport operators

e Aircraft operators

¢ Air Navigation Service Providers
e Ministry of Interior

e Security Service Providers

The Department’s primary
function through its legislative
and supervisory of civil aviation
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operation from acts of unlawful
interference.

these stakeholders are required
to clearly identify the security
measures and procedures and
their implementation methods in
accordance with the provisions of
the Kuwait National Civil Aviation

Security  Programme.
The Civil Aviation Security
Department has also developed

a national training programme, a
quality control programme and a
civil aviation security facilitation
programme, all stakeholders
involved in or responsible for the
implementation of the National Civil
Aviation Security programme are
provided with these Programmes to
ensure Kuwaiti civil aviation is secure
against acts of unlawful interference.

To deliver a consistent and
effective outcome, the Civil Aviation
Security Department monitors all
stakeholders to ensure that they
effectively implement government
security policies and regulation
through the national quality control
programme.

One of the main responsibilities of the
Civil Aviation Security Department
is to identify and distribute tasks
and co-ordinate activities between
the diverse departments, agencies
and other bodies and ministries
concerned with the implementation
of various aspects of the National
Civil Aviation Security Programme.

In addition, the Civil Aviation
Security Department is responsible
for  implementing the ICAO
Universal Security Audit Programme
Continuous  Monitoring Approach
(USAP-CMA), observing aviation
security performance and the
development of a corrective action
plan if required.

Engineering Department

As Kuwait international grows
Airport, maintaining its infrastructure
becomes an ever more important
and complex challenge. Fortunately,
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Construction of taxiways and aircraft parking aprons

The project objective is to develop the aircraft parking areas of the number 30s stands at Kuwait International Airport,
expanding it to accommodate the largest possible number of aircraft. in addition, the project aims for the development
of the parking area of the number 60s and 70s stands to facilitate the flow of aircraft towards the west runway and

towards the new passenger terminal (T2).

[The project is a development and expansion of the positions of the stands number 30s and 60s as follows:

® Increase capacity of the number 30 stand to accommodate 13 aircraft of ICAO code C, for example B737/A320 size.

e Elongation and extension of taxiway W-14.

e The establishment of new aircraft parking aprons for the number 70s stands, located alongside the new passenger
terminal (T2) along with four new taxiways.

e Upgrading and modernising the aircraft taxiway serving stand number 60s.

Development the Cargo City

The new Cargo City at Kuwait
International Airport (Phase one) is
one of the most important projects
in the State’s development plan.
Constructed on a 3 million m2 area,
it will be the largest cargo city in the

Middle East.

Located between the existing
western runway and the new third
runway, its first phase will have 67
freighter station capable of handling
up to A380 and B747 aircraft.

The project also includes road

construction, space for tractor
parking, cargo transport vehicles,
as well as infrastructure works for
electricity, water, waste water,
construction of cargo handling
building and other supported
logistical.

Construction of New Runway 15R/33L, Reconstruction of Runway 15L/33R, Associated Taxiways, Infrastructure

and facilities.

The project objectives is to:

e Create a new third (west) runway and upgrade the East runway and associated taxiways to increase aircraft movement
capacity and upgrade operating efficiency at Kuwait International Airport.

eProvide all runways with state-of-art air navigation and infrastructure systems in line with the highest global specifications.

e Create a new air traffic control tower for the new third (West) and Centerfield runways.

® Provide necessary services and infrastructure for operation of the new T2 passenger building and the supporting
projects.

e Construct a service tunnel connecting the air Cargo City to the new T2 passenger building.

The four-phase project is expected to be completed in 2022.

Setting the global standards:
Terminal 2
Kuwait International  Airport is

continuing to blaze a trail for air
transport in the Gulf region with the
construction of its ground-breaking
new passenger terminal T2.

Capable of handling up to 25 million
passengers a year the new T2 facility
will be situated to the south of the
current terminal.

Designed by Foster + Partners, the
T2 project ais being overseen by the
Kuwaiti Ministry of Public Works.

The new of 140,000 m2 four-level
passenger terminal is designed
in a trefoil plan, comprising three
symmetrical «wings» of aircraft
contact gates.

The facade of each wing spans
1.2 kilometers and all three radiate
from a central concourse under a
single roof canopy, with a dramatic
25m-high  athum.

The 60m span roof canopy extends
to shade a vast entrance plaza and
is supported by tapering concrete
columns.

Glazed roof openings will allow

natural light to filter in, while
deflecting direct sunlight. Each of
the 78 perimeter bays will have a
45m glass fagade protected by a
canopy.

The new terminal aims to set a new
environmental benchmark for airport
buildings by being the first in the
world to attain the LEED ‘gold’ status
of environmental accreditation.

The concrete structure provides
thermal mass and the roof
incorporates a large expanse of
photovoltaic panels to harvest solar
energy



Latest statistics from the International
Air Transport Association (IATA)
show the Middle East leading the
global aviation industry for growth
and that the State of Kuwait is
determined to be at the forefront.

Essential to achieving that and the
national vision of transforming Kuwait
into a financial and commercial
center is the Kuwait International
Airport (KIA) Master plan, the road
map for the development of the
gateway over the next 30 years and
beyond.

Although the Airport has undergone
numerous upgrades and renovations
over the last 35 years including an
almost total rebuild in 1991 following
the liberation of Kuwait the latest
Master plan aims to lift KIA’s facilities
to an altogether higher level.

Today traffic growth through Kuwait
International Airport continues to
climb. The increase is indicative of
the success of Kuwait Government
and Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) policy to date and
pointer to an even brighter future.

The KIA Master plan is essential to
securing that future as it governs the
arrangement of the entire airfield-
terminal buildings, gates, aprons,
taxiways and runways, as well as
associated operations like catering,
ground handling and refueling.
Starting with current facilities it
anticipates demand and service
level expectations, allowing the
DGCA to understand the timing of
expansion requirements, as well
as any other adjustments needed,
such as re-location for more efficient
operations.

essentially a rolling  five-year
development programme that also
looks ahead 20-30 years to anticipate
future trends in air transport, the
Master Plan is not a fixed blueprint. It
is constantly evolving what is needed
now and in the future.

The KIA Master Plan is overseen by
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Blue sky thinking

the Projects Department, a section
of the DGCA’s Planning Affairs and
Projects Directorate.

The Kuwait International Airport
Master Plan is essential to
securing that future as it governs
the arrangement of the entire
airfield-terminal Building, gates,
aprons, taxiways and runways, as
well as associated operations.

Far-sighted vision: terminal (T4)

The idea to create the new terminal
4 (T4) passenger building was the
far-sighted aspiration of HH the
Amir Sheikh / Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, forming part of
the DGCA’s strategic plan to assist
in the development of Kuwait as a
commercial and financial center in
the region.

Completed on  schedule in
the second half of 2018, T4
contributes to the modernisation
of both Kuwait international Airport
and the national air transport
infrastructure,  underscoring  the
State’s determination to carry out its
development projects and achieve
the objectives of the Amiri “New
Kuwait Vision 2035”.

The  building-  established in
accordance with standards adopted
by IATA and the latest technologies
and security systems adopted
globally- is located in the northern
sector of Kuwait International Airport.
The terminal building covers an
area of 70,000m2 and includes 14
departure gates, nine contact gates
with airbridges and five bus gates.

T4 is intended to ease congestion
in the main Terminal 1 by
accommodating approximately
4.5 million passengers per year.
It also provides more than 2000
parking spaces, 50 check-in and
special purpose counters.

Korea’s Incheon International Airport
Corporation has been contracted
to operate, manage, maintain, train,
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improve and develop the building’s
services.

T4 is intended to ease congestion
in the main Terminal 1 by
accommodating approximately
4.5 million passengers per vyear.
It also provides more than 2000
parking spaces, 50 check-in and
special purpose counters, as well
as commercial duty free. Kuwait
international Airport is expected to
witness a quantitative leap in traffic
volumes following the inauguration
of T4, with numbers forecast to
increase by around 10%.

New shape: DGCA Administration
building

Designed in the form of the DGCA
logo, with a total area of 71,920m2,
the Administration Building is located
northeast of the main passenger
Terminal 1 at Kuwait International
Airport and has been designed with
high quality specifications.

Comprising nine floors, the building
includes offices, multi-purpose halls,
atheater, health club and emergency
shelters, serving senior management
and management staff. The facility
can accommodate between 800 and
1,200 staff.

Comprising nine floors in total,
the new DGCA Administration
building includes offices, multi-
purpose halls, a theater, a health
club and emergency shelters,
serving senior management and
management staff.

The administrative  building s
connected to the dedicated staff
parking area by an air-conditioned
concrete bridge equipped with
escalators, with a total capacity of
1,250 spaces.

The project also includes fire stations
with an area of 4,849m2, serving the
runway and aircraft, these stations
consist of a gymnasium, bedrooms
for the administrative staff and other
services.
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Measures that countries could take
to save the air transport industry:

Countries and airlines should develop
appropriate economic and financial
measures, policies and guidelines
on air transport, prepare emergency
plans and national backup plans
to save the air transport industry,
as well as various financial and
economic recovery measures 1o
mitigate the impact of the epidemic
on this industry by introducing
innovative financing methods and
preparing financial plans and
programs initiatives designed to
revive the air transport market. The
same applies to the identification of
the necessary recommendations and
guidance in the event that a similar
event occurs in the future, since
government support is often provided
on an exceptional basis, thus the
importance for countries to assess
the benefits and risks associated with
these measures.

The balance between the application
of precautionary measures and the
speed of recovery from the effects
of the economic effects of the
pandemic, and the strengthening of
cooperation, information exchange
and risk assessment among Arab
countries, must also be taken into
account, with the adoption of new
methodology and ways in order to
restore the confidence of travelers.

The efforts of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia in combating the global
pandemic (19-covid) at the domestic
and international levels:

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, as
usual, was one of the first countries
to implement precautionary and
preventive measures by sensing the
inherent danger of this pandemic,
and announced many measures
that, God willing, have contributed to
preserving the health and safety of
citizens and residents. lts efforts in
confrontation the pandemic were not
limited to the local level only, but it
exceeded that to international levels.
This is due to its political, strategic

and economic weight, and this is
evident by what it has accomplished
at both the national and international
levels, in terms of strengthening
the  response and providing
support to the international health
organization in order to develop
treatment methods and ensuring the
availability of preventive equipment
and its initiative to provide $ 500
million support material to support
international efforts to address this
pandemic. This support comes in
response to its commitment to finance
International organizations according
to the agreements announced at
the extraordinary summit of the G20
leaders, to which the Kingdom called
and effectively headed.

The accumulated experience that
it possesses in risk management
and its continuous assessment have
effectively contributed to facing the
outbreak of this virus. In this regard,
the General Authority for Civil Aviation
in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
has undertaken many measures,
initiatives and early preventive
precautions at Saudi airports. It
continuously follows up the issuance
of circulars rapidly and periodically to
all airlines to notify them first-hand of
all instructions and procedures that
must be followed and adhered to.
Amongthose procedures suspending
travel to the Republic of China,
suspending entry to the Kingdom
with tourist visas, and then gradually
rolling out those measures by
suspending flights to some countries
until all flights have been completely
suspended. The authority took the
initiative to form a working group to
prepare an operating manual in light
of the pandemic and to devise urgent
programs to facilitate the return of
citizens from abroad, as well as the
departure of residents and pilgrims
stranded during the outbreak of this
pandemic.

It also spread awareness to reduce
the risk of the spread of the virus,
and conducted sanitation and
disinfection operations for all travel
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halls, for all aircraft and all workplaces
of the authority, and circulated
to all airlines accordingly. Many
awareness materials were provided
to airport visitors with ways to
prevent contamination with the virus,
including the presentation of video
clips. On the screens of international
flights coming to the Kingdom, a
mini-exhibition was broadcasted to
raise awareness about the virus at
international airports. In cooperation
with the Department of Health Control
Centers, several workshops were
held to educate workers in various
sectors at international airports.

It has also implemented, in
cooperation with the Ministry of
Health, many preventive steps and
measures for passengers coming
from countries where the virus poses
a threat, by facilitating the presence
of health practitioners at airports, to
examine all passengers coming from
the affected areas and countries, in
addition to training aircraft crews and
airport employees on how to deal with
suspect cases during the flight and
submit the necessary reports to the
Ministry of Health upon the arrival of
the plane, with all incoming travelers
subjected to direct health checks or
through mandatory thermal cameras
devices. (55) Thermal cameras
have been secured in all airports to
ensure the safety of travelers, and a
mechanism has been put in place for
travelers to disclose their presence in
the affected countries.

As far as Cargo is concerned, the
General Authority of Civil Aviation
in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has
obligated air freight companies
operating at airports to follow health
safety requirements and take all
health and preventive measures
in order to ensure the continuity of
shipping operations and supply
chains, the arrival of necessary
goods and products, and the safe
and secure flow of goods to the air
cargo terminals in the Kingdom’s
airports.
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Sustaining air transport after the global pandemic
(The economic impact on the air transport market and how to promote the air

Attia bin Saeed Al-Zahrani

Master of Business Administration
Saudi Arabia

The General Authority of Civil
Aviation

The global pandemic (covid-19)
imposed unprecedented economic
challenges in most fields, especially
in the air transport industry
worldwide, as those challenges
that airlines and companies related
to the air transport industry were
facing were very dramatic and it was
evident that they were affected by
the repercussions of this crisis.

In this regard, many countries of the
world have taken some precautionary
measures, including imposing a
travel ban to limit the spread of the
virus (covid-19), as nearly (185)
destinations have completely or
partially closed their borders, while
about (11) countries have suspended
flights. In addition, some standard
measures were implemented after
the détente prior to the second
wave, including the necessity for the
traveler to get laboratory tests done
and visual inspection operations at
airports, which led to an increase
in procedures for travelers during
their travel between countries with
additional costs. These procedures
also led to a kind of slowing and
stopping of Operations, and thus
a sharp decline in the revenues of

transport industry)

these companies. This in turn led
to the issuance of a wide range of
administrative decisions in the short
or long term, including reduction
of salaries and laying off some
employees, and adopting a closure
policy as a result of not being able
to maintain the necessary financial
liquidity during the long operations
interruption period.

Economic impacts on the air
transport market:
ICAO issued a report during

September 2020, on the impact
of (covid-19) on global scheduled
passenger traffic compared to
previously planned, and the report
stated that the potential losses of
airlines from that pandemic at the
global level during the year 2020,
approached 389 billion US dollars
of the total passenger operating
revenues of airlines. The number of
seats provided by airlines decreased
by nearly 64%. This shows the sharp
decline in global air traffic compared
to what happened in the year 2003,
during the outbreak of SARS that
affected only Asia and the Pacific
airlines. The report also indicated
that airports will lose approximately
$ 104.5 billion of total revenues in
2020, due to the outbreak of this
virus. IATA estimates showed that
airlines will lose nearly $ 84 billion in
2020, and they expected the losses
of these companies to drop to 15 8
billion dollars during the year 2021.
The World Tourism Organization
estimated the losses of international
tourism revenues in 2020 of about
1.170 billion dollars, while the
World Travel and Tourism Council
announced during the month of
November 2020 that if the pandemic
continues, this may result in a loss
of approximately 174 million jobs
during 2020, while expectations
indicated that during the year 2021,
travel demand will improve by 50.4%
and that it will increase as of late May

2021.

Suggested measures to support
the air transport market:

Given the need to restore the air
transport market to what it was and
achieve previous expectations, it is
possible for States and governments
to provide as much directand indirect
support as possible to airlines and
companies operating at airports and
others, and the following proposals
can be submitted :

First:  initiate airports reopening
and restarting flights to their normal
levels before the pandemic, albeit
gradually, with full implementation
of precautionary measures, and
conduct a study on the requirement
for international travelers to be
vaccinated or conduct a PCR test,
as a condition for travel which will
encourage airlines to provide more
seats.

Second: To study the temporary
suspension of prices based on
fixed costs, and review the terms of
payment and commercial aspects
relatedtointernal costs, suppliersand
service providers, which motivates
airlines to reconsider the structure of
ticket prices by balancing fixed and
variable costs compared to their cost
before the pandemic to be able to
offer promotional prices, in support
of all efforts made to gradually return
to previous passenger traffic levels
and achieve more in the future.

Third: In view of the need to restore
the confidence of the traveler after
the gradual start and return to
normal operating levels, advertising
campaigns by countries and airlines
can be intensified.

The precautionary measures in place
guarantee, God willing, the safety of
all travelers at all stages of travel,
and that the aircraft are hygienically
prepared and safe during the period
of air travel.
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Impact of COVID-19 Measures on Airport Capacity

Impact assessment of COVID-19
measures on airport performance
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The Airport Research Center GmbH
(ARC) assessed the impact of the
COVID-19 measures on airport
capacity for terminal operations by
using a simulation test environment
representing a generic airport and
various sub-scenarios with the aim of
sharing lessons learned with airport
community. In this context, airports
should plan, coordinate and conduct
the following activities:

POTENTIAL HEALTH CHECK

The emphasis in this regard lies on
the implementation of risk-based
measures alongside physical
distancing and enhanced sanitation.
These may include health checks
for arriving and/or  departing
passengers.

The following key changes compared
to pre-COVID are expected:

e Passengers tend to arrive at the
airport earlier
® Passengers
luggage

e The check-in process takes
longer due to health questions
and more paperwork
e Passengers  keep
distance in queues

MITIGATION MEASURES
Optimization measures to be tested
with the simulation model include the
following:

e Expansion of queuing system

e Balancing of manpower to new

check-in more

physical

(Eurocontrol study)

demand

¢ Adjustment of counter opening
times

e I[ncluding health questions in
online check-in

e Optimization of allocation

SECURITY CONTROL At many
airports, the security checkpoint are
often overwhelming bottlenecks and
since COVID additional pressure
has been monitored (less capacity
due to physical distancing, change
in staffing requirements) thus the
need of, fluent processes as well as
the safety of passengers

The reduction off drop off positions
is one typical initial measure airports
introduced shortly after the COVID
outbreak in order to comply with
enforced physical distance rules.
This — in combination with other
measures — resulted in a significant
reduction of throughput capacity.

For the analyzed example setup, the
following is observed: Limitation of
drop off positions, dropping more
items, repeated passenger scans,
Repeated X-Ray scans of trays,
Limited number of passengers in
tray pick-up zone.

SECURITY CONTRO SIMULATION:
IMPACT OF COVID-19 MEASURES

Due to physical distance
requirements and decrease in
throughput capacity, the requirement
for a well-balanced staffing of lanes
seems perfectly relevant.

BOARDING GATES
GATE HOLDROOMS

Boarding gate areas are directly
affected by physical distance
requirements. Thus, an airport
may need to rethink its allocation
principles in terms of which flights
could still be accommodated by
each gate holdroom.

BOARDING PROCESS : there are
several potential issues leading to a
prolonged boarding time including
Boarding by groups inefficiencies

BAGGAGE RECLAIM Due to
physical distance rule the waiting

area capacity has dropped of -25%
(1.5m physical distance) or even
-50% (2m physical distance).

FURTHER MITIGATION
MEASURES

Further measures to ensure health
and physical distancing, e.g.
by: secondary waiting areas for
passengers not fitting into the
primary area, one person per travel
group picking up all luggage delayed
inflow into the baggage reclaim hall
can be envisaged.

SATURATION CAPACITY

CAPACITY REDUCTION Applying
COVID-19 measures in the used
example airport indicates a capacity
loss of 25-40%, in particular due to
physical distancing of 1.5m. This
means, considering an airport that
operated close to its saturation
capacity would already hit a new
saturation capacity with 60-75% of
Pre-COVID peaks. At this point, the
airport should prepare mitigation
measures to overcome the capacity
constraints if health measures cannot
be alleviated at the same time.

SLOT COORDINATION ISSUES For
slot coordinated airports, this also
means that the figures for declared
capacity might need to be reviewed.

PASSENGER JOURNEY The
analysis of the various processes
throughout the passenger’s journey
at an airport shows that COVID health
measures and side-effects have
manifold impact on the experienced
Level of Service of a passenger
and/or the way an airport needs to
organize the different checkpoints
now.

Conclusion, Updates and
Customization

The COVID crisis has evolved
following a dynamic  scheme.
In parallel, local regulations are
constantly changing. The scenarios
included in the Eurocontrol study
are definitely meant to facilitate
experience sharing and developing
efficient mitigation measures.

Source Eurocontrol
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Waypoint 2050 the path to a greener aviation future

P»; DESTINATION

2050

AROUTE TONET ZERO
EUROPEAN AVIATION

Rethinking the future of aviation post
covid 19 pandemic cannot be without
taking into account the necessity
of building back connectivity and
setting the aviation industry into a
more sustainable eco-friendly track
towards decarbonization. The future
waypoints of a restart will definitely
need to consider the energy
transition, the airframe architecture
changes and new aircraft
technologies such as hydrogen
aircrafts, the necessity to enhance
cooperation on a global scale
between all major governmental and
non-governmental stakeholders,
and the climate change challenge
within the framework of the Paris
Agreement.

The waypoint report intends thus
to guide the reader towards a
greener, brighter and economically
sustainable aviation future. In this
respect, 2050 is not a destination,
but a marker on a path towards zero
carbon emissions from air transport.

The report identifies consolidated
scenarios that cover so far traffic
forecasts, technology developments,
infrastructure and operation issues
and means to overcome them,
future aviation fuel strategies...
As far as traffic growth, 10 billion
passengers are expected to fly by
2050 generating 20 trillion RPKs.

The other side of the coin is that this
activity would generate some 1,800
million tonnes of CO2 and require
over 570 Mt of fuel.

The scenarios below outline how
the industry would use technology,
operations, infrastructure and
sustainable aviation fuels to bring
this down, meeting the industry goal
by 2050 and going beyond it in the
years following.

Scenario 1: advanced technology
and operations

e Prioritizing technology
improvements to  meet the
emergence of new types of hy-
brid/electric aircrafts in the short
range expected to enter into
service by the year 2035.

e Invest in operations and
infrastructure improvements,
which will contribute significantly
into CO2 reductions.

® Expectations Use  of
sustainable aviation fuels is
expected to reduce emissions
with a 74-100 per cent by 2050.

Scenario 2: Accelerate the
sustainable fuel deployment
e New aircraft configurations
including blended wing body
options, based on power plant
technologies.
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o No significant shift to
electric or hybrid aircraft models
° Priority given to
sustainable fuels.
° Expectations will

include mid traffic growth, and
net improvement and CO2
reductions reaching a 77-100%
emissions reduction factor by
2050.

Scenario 3:
and aggressive
perspective

° Priority giventothe electric
aircraft up to 100-seat, zero-
emissions aircraft (powered by
green hydrogen) for the 100-200
seat segment and hybrid-electric
powered unconven-tional aircraft
configuration for larger aircraft in
the 2035-2040 timeframe.

e Mid-level of traffic growth,
investments in operations and
infrastructure result in  some
net improvements and CO2
reductions.

eThe gap between CO2
emissions after technology and
operations and infrastructure im-
provements and the 2050 carbon
goal is fulfilled with sustainable
aviation fuels of be-tween 235 —
340 Mt of SAF with an 70-100%
emissions reduction factor by
2050.

Beyond 2050, beyond carbon

aspirational
technology

Achieving net-zero on a global
scale is today’s challenge and
tomorrow’s  reality. It definitely
relies on governmental support and
researchers’ contributions though at
different paces but in a perspective
where no country will be left behind.
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-When maintenance is concerned

The operating status of ANSP’s
ATM infrastructure is very important
during this phase. ANSP’s should
maintain up to date NOTAMs on
infrastructure or capacity issues
and ensure maintenance of their
equipment and infrastructure. ICAO
has provided a template NOTAM text
for consideration by States and to

facilitate harmonisation of COVID-19
related.

-Collaborative decision making

With aircraft returning back to
service, a variety of airworthiness’
checks and tests will be required,
including taxiing, engine ground
run-ups and check flights, and
this will imperatively require close
coordination with the airport and
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local operators. This will also include
ATM community to collaborate in
the decision-making process that
ensures the best outcome based
on equity and access, through
collaborative  decision  making,
sharing of information at cross
border and regional levels, and at
all levels among all stakeholders to
ensure a globally harmonized air
transport  system.

Interim guidance for developing a

Smart Vaccination Certificate

reliably authenticate each other’s
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The World Health Organization
=03 (] EigeE (WHO) has released the first of
3 3 }Q a series of design documents
O] L O concerning  digital  proof  of

19 March 2021

On March 19, 2021, the World
Health Organization (WHQO) issued
its technical guidance aiming
at covering ethical and privacy
considerations related to vaccines
whilst identifying the use cases for
SVCs, with two main guidelines
: continuity of care and proof of
vaccination.

Digitizing proof of vaccination

These technical standards serve
as basis for the general framework
designed for all member countries
and aiming at instilling mutual trust
among member States through
authoritative and technically verified
data. Thisis why National-level public
health agencies (PHA) are expected
to create an SVC Registry where the
digitally signed SVC documents are
deposited and from which the public
health agencies can make them

available. All this would be done
in compliance with the information
sharing system known as the Open
Health Information Exchange
Specifications, a system meant
to encourage information sharing
between medical organizations and
patients.

Within this system, each country
will be expected to issue its own
SVC for its part of the record and
it is incumbent upon the individual
to gather the necessary records
together.

WHO member countries are also
expected to maintain a digital
trust environment using public
key infrastructure (PKI) that s
consistently implemented across
all member nations. PKI allows
different computer systems to trust
one another through strong data
encryption so parties who can

COVID-19 vaccination, as the start
of a process to standardize digital
versions of existing paper “home-
based” records and the international
“certificate of  vaccination or
prophylaxis”, commonly known as
the Yellow Card: “Interim guidance
for developing a Smart Vaccination
Certificate”  (SVC).

Several digital proofs of vaccination
are being piloted, most of which boast
blockchain. WHO convened a Smart
Vaccination  Certificate  Working
Group in order to publish standards
for SVC security, authentication,
privacy and data exchange;

At the end of the day, WHO has
decided that digitization of the
Yellow Card will not entail too
much technology excluding thus
blockchain unproven methods or any
other sophisticated technologies.
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An overview on CANSO guidelines for restart and recovery
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Throughout the pandemic, air traffic
has never shut down, with ATSPs all
over the world managing repatriation
flights and essential cargo supplies.
Since the beginning of the restart,
ATCOs need to overcome all the
challenges related to it, taking into
account variable traffic levels and
ensuring staff protection. Thus, the
purpose of CANSO’s guidelines
are meant to explore operational
and safety aspects related to the
activities of ATSP’s during restart and
recovery phases of global aviation.

-Protecting employees health

and wellness

As far as employees’ protection is
concerned, one of the main tasks lies
in maintaining workplace cleanness
by multiplying cleaning frequency,
including headset cleaning and
availability of rubber gloves for
ATCQO’s whilst ensuring permanent
ventilation of the rooms. Obviously,
social distancing will also contribute
in reducing the exposure (6 feet
distance and wear of masks), and
continuous monitoring of the health of
all staff (temperature measurement
and other measures...) is required. It
is worth noting that the team roster/
crew scheduling approaches has
helped many ASTP’s reduce facility
exposure.

Moreover, itisnecessary to constantly
communicate on the different
measures to be implemented at the

...O'l’

work place including remote working
protocols that need to be assessed
in terms of capacity and productivity.

-Ensuring safety

Safety Risks related to the restart
after a long stallment period are
undoubtedly  those  traditionally
known to be inherent to the job
itself. These risks include monotony,
vigilance related issues, boredom
and stress. A series of appropriate
documents dealing with mitigating
measures are available in order to
help all stakeholders face safety
related risks and hazards. It is
therefore undeniable that due to
the technical nature of the job,
maintaining staff competency and
skills will contribute in enhancing
safety and mitigating risks on the
overalll. This can be achieved
through training and simulation,
and proficiency checks conducted
on a regular basis. It can also be
achieved through cloud-based
simulation platforms like the online
training issued by Micro Nav. Many
initiatives include OJT (on the job
training) and virtual classrooms can
help accommodate ATCO’s with
higher traffic demand.

-Air traffic and resources’

management

Recovery phase can also mean
capacity mismatches including
tactical air traffic flow management.
This implies that traffic levels should

be monitored
in order to
guarantee
a balanced
workload
dispatching flow
management
- subsequent
strategys.  This
can be achieved
through the
use of demand
prediction
tools that
can help ensure the necessary
staffing level and other decision-
making processes in terms of
flow management. CANSO s
collaborating with Metron Aviation to
make available their Horizon tool for
free to assist air navigation service
providers during the recovery phase.

ANSPs should review restrictions and
other traffic management initiatives
to determine whether they continue
to be necessary. Moreover they
should take into account the changes
in airport and passenger boarding
procedures knowing that these
changes may affect gate turnaround
times or cause other difficulties with
normal airport operations.

As traffic rises, ANSPs must assess
their ability to continue to give
operational priority to essential
cargo operation following ICAO
recommendations and State letter
issued on 18 march 2020.

-Ensuring regulatory coordination

ANSPs should coordinate
appropriate actions and timeframes
regarding renewal of licenses and
certificates and the commencement
of oversight activities. The update
of the alleviation measures must be
conducted by States with ICAO in
the COVID-19 Related Contingency
Related (CCRD) subsystem of the
Electronic Filing of Differences
(EFOD) system.



Dialogue

evaluated by the health authorities
in Kuwait and the second phase will
take place next February.

6- Controversy has increased recently,
especially with the spread of the
Corona pandemic, on the commitment
to implement health safety standards.
What are the efforts you are making for
the optimal application of health safety
standards at the airports of the State of
Kuwait?

The General Administration of
Civil Aviation has imposed health
requirements and measures for all
passengers arriving to and departing
from Kuwait International Airport,
such as:

e Thermal detection of passengers
before entering Kuwait International
Airport.

e All travelers are required to wear
a mask or personal protective
equipment.

e Only passengers are allowed to
enter Kuwait International Airport.

e Awareness signs for
distancing.

physical

e Mandatory institutional quarantine
for all travelers coming to the State
of Kuwait.

7- What are your most important
achievements during the last period?

e Initially, a separate building was
allocated for passengers incoming
from the affected countries.

e Allocating areas for the Ministry
of Health at the airport to conduct
health examinations and process
arriving passengers.

e Implementation of the return plan

(evacuation) for Kuwaiti citizens
abroad, as well as the evacuation
of residents wishing to return to their
countries.

e An operational plan for the return
of commercial flights at Kuwait
International Airport was developed
and is successfully conducted until
this moment, although the number
of passengers was few, but it
proceeded according to the policy
that was established in order to
preserve the safety of travelers.

8- The State of Qatar will host the 2022
World Cup. How to you get ready for
this big event? And what impact are
you expecting on air transport in the
Gulf Cooperation Council countries?

The movement of flights and
passengers is expected to increase
significantly due to the 2022 World
Cup in the region, especially in
transit flights through the airspace of
the State of Kuwait.

9- Countries of the world attach great
importance to the issue of civil aviation
security. What are the measures you
have taken to implement the required
international standards regarding this
issue? Where does the importance of
your aviation security program show?

As a member state of the International
Civil Aviation Organization (ICAQO),
the State of Kuwait implements
the international standards and
recommendations set forth in Annex
17 and the relevant requirements
(standards and Recommendations)
in Annex17. The latter are assessed
during the international audit of the
Organization (USAP- CMA for which
the State of Kuwait achieved a rate
higher than the regional and global

Issue 43
July 2021

average and without revealing any
high security concerns.

10- What is your assessment of the
march of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization? What are your visions
for the future of its work? Do you have
suggestions to help widen its action
and improve its profile?

Since its inception, the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization has played a
prominent role in supporting member
states in international forums by
seeking to unite the ranks of member
states in international organizations
and defend common causes. It also
enriches the air transport industry
by supporting workers in this field
through training courses, workshops
and exchanging experiences among
member states. Our future prospects
with respect to the role of the
organization, include the prosperity
of air transport among the member
states due to the interest shown
by the organization’s staff and the
support it provides to the member
states.

One last word?

The aviation sector is one of the
sectors most affected by the Corona
virus pandemic, so it is necessary
to support and help this sector by
providing facilities to companies
operating in the air transport sector
and helping them to overcome the
crisis, especially since the sector
constitutes a vital artery for the
economies of the countries, and God
willing, the sector will overcome this
crisis and return gradually back to
normal.
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Rajehi: We pay great attention to air safety plans and aspire to achieve the

It is expected that Kuwait Airports
will resume back to its former level
of activity, which amounted to 18
million passengers per year, with an
estimated increase of 10% annually

Interview made by : Ibrahim Bennadi

Abdullah Al-Rajehi, Director of the Air
Transport Department at the General
Civil Aviation Administration of the
State of Kuwait, in an interview with
the «Arab Aviation» magazine, said
that the General Administration pays
great attention in terms of issuing
laws and special circulars for air
safety plans for all airlines operating
at Kuwait International Airport with
the aim of achieving the highest
levels of safety through the use of the
highest ICAO safety standards.

Al-Rajehi expected that the number
of passengers will reach 4,654,589
in 2021 if the current procedures and
measures continue to be operational,
and if conditions improve and the
pandemic ends, Kuwait Airport will
reach its usual growth figures, which
amounted to 18 million passengers
per year, with an estimated increase
of 10% annually.

1- Your portfolios designed to support
air traffic within the General Directorate
of Civil Aviation to support are multiple.
What are the most important ones?

highest levels of safety

One of the most important functions
of the General Directorate of Civil
Aviation is aviation safety, in terms
of issuing laws and special circulars
for air safety plans for all airlines
operating at Kuwait International
Airport and achieving the highest
levels of safety through the use of
the highest ICAO safety standards.
Air transport and air safety are one
of the most important sections that
provide all the needs of the air
transport market in Kuwait in terms
of flights and control these flights
through agreements concluded with
all countries of the world to link Kuwait
Airport to the global destinations
required by the air transport market
demand. This is achieved through
the signature of bilateral agreements
and memoranda of understanding
for air services, that allow airlines
to operate flights and organize
schedules for incoming and
outgoing flights to and from Kuwait
International Airport and arrange
time slots. The satisfaction of the
demand is one of the most important
factors that are related our success
and is of a particular importance to
our management.

2- How many air transport agreements
has the General Administration of Civil
Aviation concluded?

132 air transport agreements have
been signed by the State of Kuwait
with several countries worldwide,
and work is underway to increase
the number of these agreements.

3- Air traffic to and from Kuwait is very
dynamic. What is your assessment of
air traffic?

In the first three months since the
beginning of the resumption of
flights last August, after the shut
down due to the pandemic, air traffic
decreased by 74% compared to the
same period last year. This meant
that some improvements were to be

made to improve these numbers, and
this was realized by implementing
several special measures for the
safety of passengers in cooperation
with the health authorities in Kuwait.

4- What are your expectations in terms
of movement of passengers through
Kuwait International Airport for the
years 2020/2021?

Expectations indicate that the
number of passengers may reach
4,039,642 in 2020 and in 2021 we
expect the number of passengers
to reach 4,654,589 if the current
procedures and measures continue
to be implemented, and if conditions
improve and this pandemic end.
Kuwait Airport will certainly reach its
usual figures, which amounted to 18
million passengers per year with an
increase of 10% annually.

5- What are your plans regarding the
air transport policy in the State of
Kuwait, and what is your action plan
in this field? What are the impacts of
COVID-19 on the air transport sector in
your country? What measures have you
taken in this context?

The air transport sector was greatly
affected, causing most airlines to
incur significant losses due to the
reduction and cancellation of their
flights, restriction measures imposed
by most countries on travel, flight
bans, and restrictions imposed on
flights and passenger movements in
order to stop this pandemic.

The General Administration  of
Civil Aviation of the State of Kuwait
suspended air traffic and stopped
all departing and incoming flights
to Kuwait International Airport in
March 2020. The incoming and
outgoing commercial flights to
Kuwait International Airport have
also gradually restarted since last
August, and we are currently in the
first phase of the restart in re opening
the airport, and the situation will be



President of the General Assembly and members of the
Executive Council for the current session Issue 43

July 2021

President of the current session His Excellency

of the General Assembly of the Mr. Haitham Mesto
Arab Civil Aviation Organization :
Chairman of the Board of

Commissioners of the Civil
Mr. Michel Najjar : Aviation Regulatory Authority
Minister of Public Works and Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan

Transport in the Lebanese ; - Chairman of the Executive
government : Council of the organization -

His Excellency

Executive Board Members 2021 — 2023

His Excellency Mr. Yousef Al-Fawzan His Excellency Mr. Saif Mohammed Al

General Director of Civil Aviation Suwaidi
State of Kuwait Director General of the General Authority of
Civil Aviation

- Vice-President of the Executive Council of

. State of United Arab Emirates
the organization -

- Member of the Executive Council of the
organization -

His Excellency Mr. Abdulaziz bin His Excellency Mr. Nael Saad

Abdullah Al Duailej Head of the Civil Aviation Authority
President of the General Civil Aviation The Republic of Irag
Authority - Member of the Executive Council of the

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia organization -

- Member of the Executive Council of the
organization -

His Excellency Mr. Salim bin Moham-
med bin Abdullah Al-Naimi
Undersecretary of the Ministry of Transport,

His Excellency Mr. Abdullah bin Nas-
ser Turki Al-Subaie
President of the General Authority of Civil

Communications, and Information Technology Aviation
for Transport. State of Qatar
- Sultanate of Oman -Member of the Executive Council of the
- Member of the Executive Council of the Organization-
organization -

His Excellency Mr. Zakaria Ben Ghazi

Director General of the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation

The Kingdom of Morocco

-Member of the Executive Council of the
Organization-

His Excellency Mr. Ashraf Noweir
Head of Civil Aviation Authority
The Egyptian Arabic Republic

-Member of the Executive Council of the
Organization-




DCRCICICICICICICICICICCE @

o
9

JDCICICICICICRCC

@@

Activities of the Organization

July 2021

Final statement issued by the General Assembly of the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization on measures to counter the emerging corona

virus pandemic and Mechanisms for the restart and recovery of the
civil aviation sector

The General Assembly of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization, chaired by the Republic of Lebanon in its
current twenty-sixth ordinary session, which was held
on 01 and 02 July in Rabat, Kingdom of Morocco,

Based on the charter of the League of Arab States
and the pivotal role it aspires to, especially in terms of
encouraging Arab-Arab cooperation through a group
of specialized organizations formed at various levels
within and outside the framework of the League,

Emphasizing the main role for which the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization was established, as a specialized
Arab organization in the League of Arab States that
aims to strengthen cooperation and coordination
between Arab countries in the field of civil aviation
and its development, while laying the foundations for
standardization, responding to the needs of the Arab
nation for safe, sound and regular air transport,

Reaffirming the commitment of member states to the
principles and objectives enshrined in the agreement
establishing the organization and its strategic plan, in
particular the relevant roles aimed at reinforcing and
strengthening the bonds of unity and solidarity among
member states, while defending their general interests
and establishing coordination among themselves and
with international organizations and regional blocs;

Guided by the values of unity and brotherhood
promoted by our religion, and stressing the necessity
of strengthening and consolidating the bonds of unity
and solidarity among Member States to secure their
common interests on the international arena,

Deeply concerned by the epidemic caused by the
coronavirus disease (Covid-19), which has hitherto
affected all countries and regions of the world and
has had devastating global impacts and posed
unprecedented  challenges,

Expressing its full and deep sympathy towards the
loss of human lives caused by the pandemic, and its
negative effects on all economic sectors, in particular
the air transport sector in the Arab world,

Having carefully reviewed the current alarming situation
at the global level, and in particular the situation in the
member states of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization
due to the spread of the new Corona virus and the
efforts made to address it:

Acknowledges that the emerging coronavirus pandemic

poses an unprecedented challenge to the member
states of the organization and to the world at large, that
has requested immediate and decisive measures at
the organization level and at the national, regional and
international levels to protect the sector.

Emphasizes the importance of the civil aviation sector
in achieving the sustainable development goals as
defined by the United Nations.

Recognizes that no country alone can address the
multifaceted effects and challenges posed by the novel
coronavirus pandemic;

Commends the tireless efforts made by Arab countries
in various sectors involved in confronting this pandemic,
and stressed the necessity of pursuing those efforts.

Calls upon the Arab countries to continue to
communicate and coordinate with the relevant health
authorities for the dissemination of the standards upon
which their travel procedures are based during the
COVID19 pandemic, which take into account the CART
guidelines, while working on the mutual recognition of
health certificates with other countries and/or groups of
countries.

Urges the lifting of travel restrictions, taking into account
the various risk-based guidelines issued by the World
Health Organization, regarding health measures related
to international traffic, including clear recommendations
on testing or vaccination approaches while avoiding
quarantine measures for travelers, and taking into
account recent developments in terms of dissemination
of COVID-19 vaccines and the secured immunity from
previous infection.

Calls for entering into direct talks with states or unions
of states, in order to reach a mutual recognition of
vaccination certificates.

Requires reliance on public health corridors as
a temporary solution for countries that agree on
mutual standards of travel and health measures, yet
emphasizing that air services operations between
those countries should be based on existing agreed air
transportation  arrangements.

Requests that the statement issued by it be referred to
the General Secretariat of the League of Arab States in
order to kindly submit it to all relevant Arab ministerial
councils (transport, tourism and health).
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The 63rd session of the Executive Council of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization held the 63rd
session of the meeting of its Executive Council in Rabat,
in the presence of their Excellences the heads of aviation
authorities of the member states.

The Executive Council of the organization addressed
current issues, mainly the study of the new organizational
structure of the organization with the draft job description,
as well as the organization’s general strategic plan for the
period 2020-2022.

The Council discussed the measures taken to confront
the emerging pandemic of the Corona virus and the
mechanisms for the restart and recovery of the civil
aviation sector based on the charter of the League of
Arab States and the pivotal role it aspired to, especially in
encouraging Arab-Arab cooperation through a group of
specialized organizations formed at various levels within
and outside the framework of the League.

Thisisanaffirmation of the mainrole for which the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization was established as a specialized
Arab organization at the League of Arab States that aims
to strengthen cooperation and coordination between Arab
countries in the field of civil aviation and its development,

while laying the foundations for it standardization and
responding to the needs of the Arab nation in terms of
Safe, sound and regular air transportation.

This also stems from the commitment of the member
states of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization to the
principles and objectives enshrined in the agreement
establishing the organization and its strategic plan,
especially the relevant roles that aim to reinforce and
strengthen the bonds of unity and solidarity among
member states, while defending their public interests
and establishing coordination between them and with
international organizations and regional blocs, guided by
the values of unity and brotherhood promoted by our true
religion, which stresses the necessity of strengthening
and consolidating the bonds of unity and solidarity among
Member States to secure their common interests in the
international arena, and the organization’s deep concern
about the epidemic caused by the coronavirus disease
(Covid-19). ) which has so far impacted all countries and
regions of the world and had devastating global effects
and posed unprecedented challenges.



The statement concluded that, after the General Assembly
carefully reviewed the current alarming situation at the
global level, and in particular, the situation in the member
states of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization as a result
of the spread of the new Corona virus and the efforts
made to address it:

Acknowledged that the emerging coronavirus pandemic
poses an unprecedented challenge to the member states
of the organization and to the world at large, it has called
for immediate and decisive measures at the level of the
organization and at the national, regional and international
levels to protect the sector.

Emphasizes the importance of the civil aviation sector in
achieving the sustainable development goals as defined
by the United Nations.

Recognizes that no country alone can address the
multifaceted effects and challenges posed by the novel
coronavirus pandemic

Commends the tireless efforts made by Arab countries at
the level of the various sectors involved in confronting this
pandemic, with an emphasis on the necessity to pursue
these efforts.

Calls upon the Arab countries to continue to communicate
and coordinate with the relevant health authorities to
generalize the criteria on which their travel procedures
are based in order to face the COVID19 pandemic,
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taking into account the CART guidelines, while working
on the mutual recognition of health certificates with other
countries and/or groups of countries.

Urges the lifting of travel restrictions, taking into account
the various risk-based guidelines issued by the World
Health Organization, regarding health measures related
to international traffic, including clear recommendations
on testing or vaccination approaches while avoiding
quarantine measures for travelers, taking into account
recent developments in terms of the dissemination
of COVID-19 vaccines and immunity achieved from
previous infection.

Calls for entering into direct talks with the states or
Unions of states in order to reach a mutual recognition of
vaccination certificates.

Requires reliance on public health corridors as a
temporary solution for countries that agree on mutual
standards of travel and health measures, yet air services
operations between those countries should be based on
existing agreed air transportation arrangements.

It requests that the statement issued by it be referred to
the General Secretariat of the League of Arab States in
order to kindly submit it to all relevant Arab ministerial
councils (transport, tourism and health).
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The General Assembly called for the implementation of measures to confront the
emerging corona virus pandemic

Mechanisms for the restart and recovery of the civil aviation sector

The Arab Civil

Aviation Organization urges Arab
countries to lift travel restrictions, taking into account the
various risk-based guidelines issued by the World Health
Organization

Rabat - The Arab Civil Aviation Organization called on
Arab member states to implement measures to confront
the emerging corona virus pandemic and mechanisms
for restart and recovery of the civil aviation sector, and
urged Arab countries to lift travel restrictions, taking into
account the various risk-based guidelines issued by the
World Health Organization, during the 26th Ordinary
General Assembly of the organization held in Rabat on 1
and 2 July in Rabat, which was chaired by the Lebanese
Republic, with the participation of a group of high-
ranking officials from Arab countries and regional and
international organizations.

Its final statement on the occasion, was based on the
charter of the League of Arab States and the pivotal
role it aspired to, especially in encouraging Arab-Arab
cooperation through a group of specialized organizations
established at various levels within and outside the
framework of the League. It emphasized the main
role for which the Arab Civil Aviation Organization was
established, as a specialized Arab organization within
the League of Arab States aiming at strengthening
cooperation and coordination between Arab countries
in the field of civil aviation and its development, while

=

laying the foundations for this to its standardization, and
responding to the needs of the Arab nation in terms of
safe, sound and regular air transport.

The same statement added, that the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization, «Reaffirming the commitment of member
states to the principles and objectives enshrined in the
agreement establishing the organization and its strategic
plan, in particular the relevantroles aimed at strengthening
and reinforcing the bonds of unity and solidarity among
member states, while defending their public interests and
ensuring coordination actions between them and with
international organizations and regional blocs.

The organization added that «guided by the values
of unity and brotherhood promoted by our religion,
and stressing the necessity of strengthening and
consolidating the bonds of unity and solidarity among
Member States to secure their common interests in
the international arena, and deeply concerned by the
epidemic caused by the coronavirus disease (Covid-19)
that affected until now, all countries and regions of the
world have with its devastating effects at the global level,
posing unprecedented challenges, and expressing their
full and deep sympathy towards the loss of human lives
caused by the pandemic, and the negative effects it
has caused on all economic sectors, especially the air
transport sector in the Arab world.”
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A delegation of members of the Executive Council of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization visits ISESCO headquarters in Rabat

Rabat - Dr. Salem bin Mohammed Al-Malik, Director-
General of the Islamic World Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization (ISESCO) received at the
organization’s headquarters in Rabat today, Friday (2
July 2021), a delegation of the Executive Council of the
Arab Civil Aviation Organization, which included Captain
Haitham Mesto, President of the Executive Council of
the Arab Civil Aviation Organization, Engineer Abdenbi
Manar, Director General of the organization, and other
members of the Executive Council.

During the meeting, which was attended by Dr. Abdelilah
Benarfa, Deputy Director General of ISESCO, and a
number of directors, head of departments and advisors
in the organization, Dr. Al-Malik presented overview of
ISESCO, the most prominent axes of its strategic vision
and action plans, and the modernization achieved during
the past two years in terms of the organization’s work
mechanisms.

He referred to ISESCO’s openness to cooperate with
regional and international organizations and bodies
and its readiness to build partnerships with them, for
the benefit of member states and Muslim communities
around the world.

For his part, Captain Misto expressed his happiness and
the members’ of the Executive Council of the Arab Civil

Aviation Organization to meet with the Director General
of ISESCO and the leaders of the organization, noting
the role that ISESCO plays in its fields of competence,
and in presenting the true and correct image of Islamic
civilization and culture to the world.

He explained that civil aviation has become more than just
ameans of transportation, a lever to achieve development,
as it is not possible to imagine tourism or international
trade exchange without aviation emphasizing that he
looks forward to enhanced cooperation between the two
organizations.

After that, ISESCO sector managers reviewed the most
prominent initiatives, programs and activities that the
organization is currently implementing, in cooperation
with the competent authorities in the member states, and
presented axes of cooperation meant to be developed
between ISESCO and the Arab Civil Aviation Organization.

The delegation of the Executive Council of the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization concluded its visit to ISESCO with
a tour inside its headquarters, which included ISESCO
Contemporary Art Gallery, which will host the plastic
exhibition “In the Footsteps of Fatima al-Fihri”, composed
by a large number of paintings created by Moroccan
artists.
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Engineer Abdenbi Manar participates in a workshop organized by the Arab
Academy for Science, Technology and Maritime Transport
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Rabat-His Excellency Eng. Abdenbi Manar, Director
General of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization,
participated in the activities of the virtual workshop
organized by the Arab Academy for Science, Technology
and Maritime Transport under the title «Studying the
establishment of the Arab electronic portal to facilitate
trade exchange between Arab countries», which aims to
improve the efficiency of operations Intra-Arab trade by
launching an electronic platform to provide appropriate
services to serve exporters, importers, transport service
providers and decision makers. The implementation will
take place in three phases:

The first stage, in which the current situation of the
problems that hinder the growth of inter-Arab trade is
studied, as well as the study of the current state of the
information infrastructure in Arab countries.

The second stage is in which the services provided on
the portal are defined, while the third stage is concerned
with developing a general vision of the technological
projects necessary to implement the services provided
on the portal, as well as the operational requirements
necessary to operate the portal.

The Arab Academy for Science, Technology and Maritime
Transport has completed the implementation of the first
phase of the study, which resulted in the recognition
that there are many opportunities to use information and

salah malallah
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communication technology to support the transfer of
trade between Arab countries, and there is a large gap
in the volume of trade exchange between Arab countries
and countries of the world and between Arab countries.
and each other.

It is worth noting that a decision was previously issued by
the Council of the League of Arab States assigning the
Arab Academy to cooperate with the League of the Arab
State to establish an Arab portal to facilitate trade transfer,
with the aim of facilitating the process of transferring
trade between Arab countries, exchanging experiences,
in addition to the problems of importers and exporters,
and providing electronic signature between the exporter
and the importer, the carrier and the consignee.

His Excellency Engineer Abdenbi Manar, in his
intervention on the occasion, stressed that the air freight
movement (ton/km) in the Arab region has witnessed a
qualitative leap in recent years, as these percentages
have been known to surpass some similar conglomerates
in the world. His Excellency also pointed out that there
must be a desire among Arab countries. To share its
statistical data in this aspect, he also stressed that His
Excellency the Secretary-General of the League of Arab
States has been calling for the need to develop intra-
Arab trade.
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A seminar on «The Economic Impact of COVID-19 on the Civil Aviation Sector»
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A survey on economic and financial
measures for the civil aviation
sector post COVID-19 pandemic

His Excellency Eng. Abdenbi Manar, Director General
of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization, participated on
05-06 April 2021 in the works of a symposium on «The
Economic Impact of the Covid-19 Pandemic on the
Civil Aviation Sector». This symposium was held via
telecommunication technology in partnership with the
International Civil Aviation Organization Cairo Regional
Bureau, the Arab Civil Aviation Organization, the Arab
Air Transport Association, the International Air Transport
Association and Airports Council International, in line with
the results of the third virtual meeting DGCA-MID held on
December 7, 2020.

The symposium featured the participation of all aviation
stakeholders (airlines, airports, civil aviation authorities,
air navigation service providers, etc.) and even other
sectors such as tourism, health and economy. The
discussion and study dealt with topics that were mainly:

e The global and regional economic impact of COVID-19
on aviation, tourism, airlines and airports, civil aviation
authorities and on air navigation service providers.

e Guidance on the economic and financial measures
provided for the recovery of the sector.

e A survey of economic and financial measures for the
civil aviation sector following the COVID-19 pandemic.

e The role of financial institutions in supporting the aviation
industry to recover from the crisis.

e Study an action plan to ensure the recovery and
sustainable development of the air transport sector.

The participation of the General Administration of the
organization during the second day of this seminar
covered the results of the first version of the survey on:
Economic and financial measures for the civil aviation
sector following the COVID-19 pandemic through

a presentation made by HE
excellency Eng. Abdenbi Manar,
on where he outlined the extent
of the Covid-19 pandemic’s great
impact on it, as governments
around the world have adopted
and implemented strict health and
safety measures to contain the
Corona virus, such as measures
of physical distancing, restricting
travel and freedom of movement
of people, stopping flights and
' 1 closing borders. Consequently,
governmental travel restrictions
and the great decline in travelers’
confidence led to a decline in
global demand for travel by about 60% last year, and
this means that about 1.8 billion passengers traveled in
2020, compared to 4.5 billion travelers in 2019, and in
a sector where profit margins were already weak, this
means that Airlines have lost $ 118 billion, and the worst
is yet expected.

His Excellency stated that the Arab aviation sector, which

contributes for a number of countries in the region, in
important shares of their GDP and job opportunities due
to the strategic location of the countries of the region and
their correlational relations with global aviation routes,
has not in turn escaped the consequences of this global
crisis.

From this standpoint, the Organization’s General
Administration conducted a survey on the economic and
financial measures of the civil aviation sector following
the COVID-19 pandemic. This document dealt with
identifying the means of support provided to these
companies to overcome the aforementioned challenges,
including assistance provided in restarting the system,
as well as the approved economic States’ relief measures
to achieve a balance between the economic needs of
all actors in the aviation sector. The study enquired on
the extent to which the civil aviation sector was included
in the economic relief programs implemented by Arab
countries, and on the party calling for the implementation
of these measures, as well as the type of measures that
have been put in place for the benefit of the civil aviation
sector, and on the entities eligible for relief measures
and what are the obligations or conditions that apply to
aviation support, based on reports submitted by 11 Arab
countries out of 21 organized under the umbrella of the
Arab Civil Aviation Organization, i.e. a representation rate
of 53%.
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Workshop on « Aviation Security Threat Assessment and Risk Management»

exchange of information and best
practices to face security challenges at
the regional and local levels.

In her intervention, Ms. Eleanor Travers of
the European Civil Aviation Conference
presented the FEuropean approach

based on collecting data and identifying

Rabat - The Arab Civil Aviation Organization organized a
workshop on «Threat assessment and risk management
in the field of civil aviation security», through a visual
communication from 06 to 08 April 2021.

This workshop witnessed the participation of 130
representatives of Arab member states of the
organization (17 countries), representatives of African
countries that are members of the African Civil Aviation
Commission (15), as well as some representatives of
the organization’s partner countries (the Transportation
Security Administration in the United States of America,
the Department for Transport In the United Kingdom,
and the Civil Aviation Authority of Singapore), and
representatives of regional organizations (the European
Civil Aviation Conference, the African Civil Aviation
Commission, the Arab Air Carriers Organization, and the
International Air Transport Association for Africa and the
Middle East).

During his opening speech, His Excellency Engineer
Abdenbi Manar, Director General of the Organization,
highlighted the direct implications of the Corona
pandemic on civil aviation security, such as the possibility
of an increase in terms of internal threat by terrorists
exploiting employees and workers who are subjected
to financial pressures or job uncertainty and concerned
about possible job dismissals and who can be lured to
disclose data, sensitive and weak points of the security
system.

He called on the participants in this regard to enhance
awareness and spread security culture among employees
and workers who are assigned to implement security
measures in order to understand the security risks that
their organization is exposed to as part of managing
the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic and implement

weaknesses in the aviation security
system, through aviation security quality
control activities, for the purpose of
risk management and particularly in
light of the outbreak of the Corona
pandemic. She also highlighted the
positive relationship between the culture
of security and risk management, and
the importance of cooperation in order
to effectively manage risks and identify
weaknesses.

Mr. William Bill Grinolds of the Transportation Security
Administration of the United States of America presented
the concept of threat assessment and risk management
that has been put in place by the Transportation Security
Administration, and the methodology adopted based
on a schematic diagram of Fault Tree Analysis to define
Degree of risk.

In his turn, Mr.Ben Cale from the Department of transport
in the United Kingdom focused on the scientific
methodology followed by the British authorities in
assessing the threats and determining the degree of risk
corresponding to the threat.

During his presentation, Mr. Martin Siu from Civil Aviation
Authority of Singapore reviewed Singapore’s approach to
threat assessment and risk management.

In her turn, Mrs. Habiba Birouk, an international
expert in the field of civil aviation security, reviewed
thefundamentals for identifying and addressing security
threats and vulnerabilities, as well as the guidance
materials made available by the International Civil
Aviation Organization and the skills required in order to
apply an aviation security risk management approach,
identify and make appropriate decisions to raise or lower
the level of security measures in Airports.

This workshop falls within the framework of the activities
of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization and aims at
contributing to the spread of a security culture in line with
the ICAQ initiative to consider the year 2021 as the “Year
of Security Culture”.
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45th meeting of the Air Transport Committee

LAAOUJ SIHAM

Rabat-The 45th Air Transport Committee meeting was held
in Rabat, on 7 and 8 April 2021, via video communication
technology, in the presence of representatives of member
states of the organization and participants from countries
and international organizations as observers.

Engineer Abdenbi Manar, Director General of the Arab
Civil Aviation Organization, opened the session’s work,
where his Excellency welcomed the representatives
of the countries participating in the committee’s work.
His Excellency focused in his opening speech on the
importance of the committee’s role, especially within the
actual circumstances the world is witnessing through and
their negative impact on the aviation sector because of
the Corona pandemic, which requires more effort from the
Arab countries and the world at large. The speech of the
Director General included the efforts of the organization
in cooperation with other international and regional
organizations as well as other blocs for the restart and
recovery of the air transport activity to its previous levels.

At the end of his speech, His Excellency wished the
committee success in its work to achieve the goals of the
air transport industry in the Arab countries. In his turn,
the Chairman of the Committee, Engineer Mazen Bazhir,
welcomed the members of the Committee, as well as
participants from other countries and organizations
as observers, wishing success to all. In his turn, Mr.
Khaled Mohamed Antar, the air transport expert in
the organization, welcomed all the participants to the
meeting, members of the committee and observers from
other countries and organizations, wishing them success
in their works.

The committee discussed many important topics
according to the agenda, the most important of which
are:

e Urging countries to follow the recommendations

of the Civil Aviation Recovery Team CART issued by
the International Civil Aviation Organization and its
amendments.

e Urging member states to continue providing the
necessary support to the civil aviation industry,
taking into consideration what was stated in the ICAO
document under the title «Guidelines on Economic
and Financial Measures to Mitigate the Impact of the
Coronavirus Epidemic on the Civil Aviation Sector».
e Circulating a proposed memorandum  of
understanding to member states to study and
express their opinion on the seventh freedom of air
cargo liberalization between Arab countries, similar
to what was done between Latin American countries
to facilitate trade movement between Arab countries
and help transport medical aid and vaccines during
the Corona pandemic.

e Good preparation for the high-level conference
that will be held by ICAO during the month of October
2021 on the Corona pandemic by presenting a
unified Arab position during the conference.

e pursuing the procedures for creating the
organization’s database.

Representatives of the member states from the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia, the Republic of Sudan, the Sultanate of
Oman, the State of Kuwait, the Arab Republic of Egypt
and the Kingdom of Morocco participated in the work of
the Committee.

Representatives of the United Arab Emirates, the Kingdom
of Bahrain, the Republic of Tunisia and the Republic
of Yemen, as well as the International Civil Aviation
Organization, the Arab Air Transport Association and the
International Air Transport Association also participated
as observers.
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The Arab Civil Aviation Organization participates in the 16th Symposium on
the ICAO Passenger ldentification Program (TRIP 2021)
Via videoconference

Rabat - The Arab Civil Aviation Organization participated,
on May 25 and 26, 2021, in the 16th Symposium on the
ICAO Passenger Identification Program (MRTD 16). The
symposium focused on the importance of integrating
technology with the interconnected elements of the ICAO
strategy for passenger identification in order to optimize
the use of digitization through a new generation of
machine-readable documents, allowing speeding up the
inspection process while enhancing security by enabling
border control officers verify quickly and efficiently
documents and travelers ‘visas.

During this symposium, presentations made by experts
from countries, international and regional organizations
and the aviation industry, reviewed the following topics:

- Recent Developments in the TRIP (Traveler Identification
Program);

-ICAO Doc 9303 on Machine Readable Travel Documents
and the new generation of such documents.

- International Civil Aviation Organization Public Key
Directory (PKD).

- Accelerate Travel Digital Identity and Digital Travel
Certification (DTC) Policy and Guidelines.

- Best practices in biometrics.

- Global Specifications Related to International COVID-19
Vaccination Certificate VDS (Visual Digital Seals) for
International Travel.

- Inspection systems and tools for secure, machine-
readable travel document reading and verification,
including the use of the ICAO Public Key Directory (PKD)
and increased implementation of automated border
control (ABC) gates.

- Support and Capacity Building Program for the Aviation
Industry.
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The Fourth Meeting of the Civil
Aviation Directors General in the
Middle East

‘ Fourth Middle East Director General
of Civil Aviation

DGCA- MID/ -

Virtual Meeting
<@ ICAOMID 3 June mn

Rabat - The General Directorate of the Arab Civil AV|at|on
Organization participated in the fourth meeting of the
civil aviation directors general in the Middle East, which
was organized by the middle east regional office of the
International Civil Aviation Organization on June 083,
2021 via distance communication. The presentations
and discussions of the meeting focused on global and
regional developments related to COVID-19, as well
as the ICAO Middle East Program priorities and work
program for 2021.

During this meeting, the organization presented a joint
working paper developed with the Arab Air Transport
Association on the latest outputs of the CART task force
regarding public health corridors, vaccination and health
test certificates, air cargo and recommendations to
speed up the process of air transport recovery from the
repercussions of the Corona virus crisis.

The paper also included a presentation on the current
situation of the air transport industry in the Arab countries
and on the latest developments at the level of the Councils
of Ministers of Transport and Health, where the latter took,
in its regular session No. (55) on May 23, 2021, a decision
emphasizing the importance of balancing the economic
and health aspects in a way that ensures the restart of Air
traffic and tourism and does not affect national, regional
and international health security. The Council also decided
to form a working group to develop an Arab strategy
to unify the procedures for registering and approving
vaccinations and their use within the Arab countries that
would allow revitalizing the Arab tourism movement. The
working group would include a specialized team from
the Arab member states, the Technical Secretariat of the
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Council of Arab Health Ministers and the WHO Regional
Office for the Middle East, headed by the Arab Republic
of Egypt.

The paper also raised developments at the level of Arab
countries and the developments brought by the third
report of the CART team, as well as the recommendations
of the Emergency Committee for International Health
Laws of the World Health Organization.

Organizing a training course
on «Air Transport Fares”

Rabat - The Arab Civil Aviation Organization organized
a training course on «air transport fares» from 6 to 10

June 2021, via visual communication technology. 62
participants representing 12 countries joined the course
namely : the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, Kingdom
of Bahrain, and the Democratic Republic of Algeria The
People’s Republic of Saudi Arabia, the Republic of Sudan,
the Republic of Irag, the Sultanate of Oman, the State of
Qatar, the State of Kuwait, the State of Libya, the Arab
Republic of Egypt and the Kingdom of Morocco.

The course was opened by His Excellency Eng. Abdenbi
Manar, Director General of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization, who welcomed the participants in the
course and wished them success.

The lectures were delivered by Dr. Osama Abdel Majeed
Daoud, and the course was held under the supervision of
Mr. Khaled Mohamed Antar, an air transport expert in the
organization.

The session addressed the following topics:

Fares flexibility, Will to pay, Market segmentation, Product
pricing, Mixed pricing, Pricing and revenue management
objectives, Pricing strategies, Inventory control, Flight
revenue optimization, Overbooking, Flights, Pricing
decision and Revenue management decision.

All attendees praised the distinguished level of the course
and the valuable information they received in the field of
air transport fares.
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In the same context, and within the framework of our
contribution to addressing the “Covid 19” pandemic,
His Excellency indicated that the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization, in coordination with the Arab Air Transport
Association and the Arab Tourism Organization, agreed
to submit draft decisions to the Council of Arab Transport
Ministers and the Council of Arab Tourism Ministers
concerning the recovery of the air transport sector. We
also organized a symposium on the topic: “The Role of
Financial Institutions in Supporting the Aviation Industry to
Recover from the Crisis” in partnership with the Regional
Office of the International Civil Aviation Organization in
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Cairo, the Arab Air Transport Association, the International
Air Transport Association and the Airports Council
International, which culminated in a valuable participation
by the Union of Arab Banks.

Atthe conclusion of his speech, His Excellency pointed out
that joint work in these promising areas will have multiple
advantages, all of which are aimed at strengthening joint
Arab action and its continuous advancement on the one
hand, as well as enhancing cooperation with organizations
affiliated with the United Nations on the other hand, in line
with the directions of and the objectives of the League of
Arab States.

The expert committee on the development of the work of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization holds a virtual meeting

Rabat- On the 7th and 8th of June, the committee of
experts concerned with developing the work of the Arab
Civil Aviation Organization held a meeting via visual
communication technology, in the presence of 6 member
States, namely, the United Arab Emirates, the Republic of
Tunisia, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the State of Qatar,
the Arab Republic of Egypt, The Kingdom of Morocco
and the Sultanate of Oman as observers.

- The meeting was opened and chaired by Eng. Saeed
Mohammed Al Suwaidi, representative of the UAE, who
welcomed the participants and thanked them for their
eagerness to participate and contribute thus to the
success of the meeting.

- Engineer Abdenbi Manar, Director General of the Arab
Civil Aviation Organization, emphasized the need to
developing the work of the technical committees, and

enhancing the role of the organization in advancing
the civil aviation sector in the Arab region, through the
implementation of the work and tasks assigned to them
during the 62nd session of the Executive Council, which
was held in Rabat in December 2019. He also wished the
participants in this meeting success and tangible results
aimed at developing the work of the organization and the
aspirations of the members of the Executive Council and
the General Assembly. The meeting also reviewed the
issue related to the establishment of draft job descriptions
designed for the Arab Civil Aviation Organization ‘staff,
according to the proposed organizational structure,
which will be presented to the next meeting of the
Ordinary General Assembly in its 26th session to be held
in Rabat on 01-02 July 2021.



thanked the organizers of this meeting for providing the
opportunity to participate, even remotely, in the work of the
fifty-first session of the Higher Coordination Committee for
Joint Arab Action headed by His Excellency Mr. Ahmed
Aboul Gheit, Secretary-General of the League of Arab
States. He congratulated His Excellency the Secretary-
General for the renewed confidence and his reelection
for a second term as Secretary-General of the University,
and also for His Excellency’'s participation in the
international symposium organized by the organization
entitled: “Achievements and Challenges” to celebrate
the twenty-fifth anniversary of its founding and the Arab
Aviation Day on February 7, which t marked our pride of
His Excellency’s acknowledgment of the achievements
of the organization, and we also recorded with great care
and attention the directives of His Excellency to develop
the work of the organization. We are working hard to
enforce them.

His Excellency also stressed that the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization has been striving hard to promote
and develop joint Arab action through coordinating
cooperation and integration between civil aviation
authorities in member states and international and
regional organizations related to the aviation sector, with
which we have cooperation agreements, experience and
training services for Arab cadres working in the aviation
sector.

In this context, His Excellency stated that, on the occasion
of the convening of the fortieth General Assembly of the
International Civil Aviation Organization, our organization
has called on its member states to abide by the
principles defined by the Chicago Treaty and the bilateral
agreements that formed the international air transport
network, especially the principle of states’ sovereignty
over their airspace and the freedoms of air transport
granted to others, and issues related to the practice of air
transport activity in their countries, emphasizing what was
stated in ICAO’s 39th General Assembly Resolution No.
15, which urged Member States to avoid taking unilateral
measures that might negatively affect the regular and
sustainable growth of international air transport, and
to ensure the implementation of Local policies and
legislation on international air transport without taking into
account its specificities.

With regard to the protection of the environment, His
Excellency the Director General referred to the CORSIA
plan as the only global plan for market-based measures
(MBMS) for calculating carbon dioxide emissions from
international civil aviation and that these emissions are
calculated only once and under the umbrella of ICAOQ.

The organization firmly believes in the important role of
joint Arab action, especially the development of the human
component, which is one of the most important pillars. His
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Excellency spoke of the cooperation agreements that were
signed with a number of specialized Arab organizations
affiliated with the League of Arab States. ACAQ is working
withthe Arab Organization for Administrative Development
to put the last building blocks for the organization of The
Arab Aviation Week and the Arab Civil Aviation Award,
which are the two projects that received the approval of
the governance bodies and the support of the General
Secretariat of the League of Arab States during the 48th
session of the Higher Coordination Committee for Joint
Arab Action held in Beirut on June 19-20, 2019. ACAO
will also prepare for the organization of the Forum of
Successful Administrative Experiences and Practices. It
is worth noting that on January 20, 2021, a memorandum
of understanding was signed with the Arab Educational,
Cultural and Scientific Organization, which was the
culmination of a cooperative path established between
the two organizations that embodies the convergence
of wills for the sake of exchanging experiences in the
field of scientific and technical research, studies on the
environment, cultural tourism, and the promotion of the
Arab and Islamic heritage. An agreement was also made
to issue a «special dictionary of aviation terms», which is
currently in its final stages.

It is an opportunity that will enhance the process of joint
Arab action, and open up wider horizons for the two
organizations for further consultation, and aspirations that
this step will carry an executive program to be achieved
in the coming days.

Among the areas of cooperation provided for in
this memorandum are the exchange of information,
documents and experiences related to topics of common
interest; as well as expanding the exchange of knowledge
in the fields of scientific and technical research; it also
concerns the implementation of future projects and
activities of mutual benefit, and cooperation in areas
of activities supporting the advancement of the Arabic
language, through coordinating Arab and international
efforts and initiatives to achieve this goal.

In order to activate the memorandum of understanding
that brings together our organization and the Arab
Organization for Communication and Information
Technologies, His Excellency Eng. Mohammed bin
Omar, Director General of the Organization, was asked
to contribute and participate in the future meetings of
the Cyber Security Working Group to be held by our
organization, in order to download the requirements
of the Memorandum of Understanding, as we asked
His Excellency to provide us with the visions of the
Arab Organization for information and communication
technology regarding the «draft of tasks and working
mechanisms of the working group on cyber security»
prepared by our organization.
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The Director General of the Organization participates in the 66th session of the
Executive Committee of Arab Transports Ministers Council

Digital transformation, artificial intelligence and the role of
Arab business institutions

On Thursday, July 08, 2021, the meeting of the 51st
session of the Higher Coordination Committee for Joint
Arab Action was held, headed by His Excellency the
Secretary of the League of Arab States, Mr. Ahmed Aboul
Gheit. In addition, the meeting of the fourth session of
the Forum of Specialized Arab Federations, with the aim
of enhancing cooperation, coordination and exchange of
experiences between the League and business joint arab
institutions to increase the effectiveness of joint Arab
action was held simultaneously.

The meeting of the current session of the Higher
Coordination Committee for Joint Arab Action focused on
digital transformation and artificial intelligence in the Arab
region, in addition to discussing recent trends in Al and
its future in the Arab region. The session’s agenda also
discussed the follow-up report on the implementation
of the decisions of the 50th session of the Higher
Coordination Committee for Joint Arab Action, which was
held In January 2021. It also discussed the reports of
the committees formed to study the idea of establishing
an Arab observatory to confront crises, disasters and
emergencies. The meeting also discussed the report
of the Arab expert group of specialists in the security,
legal, technical and other fields concerned to confront
cybercrime.

The Committee was opened by His Excellency the
Secretary-General with a speech through which he
praised the achievement of establishing a new branch

of the Academy in the city of El Alamein, a success to
be added to the list of achievements of this great Arab
scientific edifice.

In his speech, Aboul Gheit also drew attention to the
close link between the issues of digital transformation and
data security, adding in this regard that the issue of data
security has recently witnessed important developments
at the international level, and calling for cooperation
and concerted efforts at the Arab level to defend Arab
interests.

His Excellency the Secretary-General also addressed
the efforts being made in the field of information security,
and urged accelerating the development of Arab policies
concerned with building capacities in the field of artificial
intelligence. He also suggested, in this context, the
establishment of an Arab advisory council that includes
specialists from Arab organizations and States in the field
of artificial intelligence, to supervise the development of
an Arab strategy in this field and contribute to capacity
building and to provide the necessary advice and
technical support to member states.

The committee witnessed extensive discussions on the
topics raised, foremost of which is digital transformation
and the development of an Arab framework to confront
electronic piracy and artificial intelligence. The committee
reviewed the reports submitted by the General Secretariat
on the implementation of the decisions of the previous
session.

In a speech delivered by His Excellency the Director
General of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization, H.E.
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The Arab Civil Aviation Organization participates in the first joint virtual
forum between the International Civil Aviation Organization and INTERPOL on
passenger data exchange

Rabat - The Arab Civil Aviation Organization participated,
on May 27 and 28, 2021, in the first joint forum between
the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAQ) and
INTERPOL on passenger data exchange, as part of the
efforts of ICAO, international and regional organizations,
the aviation industry, border control authorities, and
agencies in charge of issuing travel documents to seek
more efficient and secure ways to identify and process
travelers by harnessing the capabilities and opportunities
offered by new and emerging technologies.

During this forum, panelists from the Counter-Terrorism
Committee Executive Directorate and the United Nations
Office of Counter-Terrorism focused on basic principles
of passenger data sharing through:

e (larifying the enhanced global framework of the
United Nations counter-terrorism efforts,

¢ United Nations Counter-Terrorism Travel Program.
e UN Sanctions and Threat Assessments

e The Forum also focused on interoperable
applicationstoimprove border control, by expanding
on topics related to:

e Basics of Passenger Data or Advance Passenger
Information (API) and Passenger Name Record
(PNR) and the need for collaboration and data
exchange to ensure safe passport issuance and
border control.

e APl and iAPI processing in one window for

passenger data;
e Effective use by INTERPOL of Advance
Passenger Information (API) for an integrated

approach to border management, such as access
to 1-247 databases, and the Stolen and Lost Travel
Documents Database (SLTD).

e Automated Targeting System - Global (ATS-G) for
the USA.

e The Global Travel Assessment System (GTAS) of
the International Customs Organization.

e Advance Information Activities of the European
Border Control Agency.

e |OM API/PNR Global Software and Solutions.




His Excellency the Director General of
the Arab Civil Aviation Organization
receives the Ambassador of the

Republic of Yemen in Rabat

f
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His Excellency Eng. Abdenbi Manar, Director General
of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization, received today,
Monday, His Excellency Mr. Ezzeddine Al-Asbahi,
Ambassador of the Republic of Yemen to the Kingdom
of Morocco, at the organization’s headquarters in Rabat.

The meeting dealt with the prospects for cooperation
and how the Arab organization contributes within the
Arab framework organizing the cooperation of Arab civil
aviation authorities in providing technical support and
training to the Yemeni Civil Aviation Authority managers.
His Excellency the Director General also reviewed the
ongoing preparations for the organization’s general
assembly to be held early July.

In his turn, His Excellency Ambassador Al-Asbahi
stressed the importance of the organization’s role in terms
of enhancing the capabilities of this sector in Yemen
and activating joint Arab cooperation in this vital and
important field. He also stressed the participation of his
country represented by government agencies within the
General Assembly and working to activate new horizons
for possible cooperation and enable it to enhance the
role of the General Civil Aviation Authority of Yemen and
the various institutions in this field.
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ACAO organised the
“Train of Trainers safety Management
course”

P
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in the framework of the capacity building project,
ACAOQ organised a Virtual Training Course on “Safety
management- Train the Trainer) the 21-25 June 2021,
08:00 — 12:00 UTC, via Zoom platform.

This Online-Live course provided an in-depth look at
the challenges and best practices related to training
in the area of Safety Management including the Safety
Management Systems (SMS).

The course targeted audience as State Safety Program
Coordinators, Safety instructors and subject-matter
experts, Corporate or operational safety managers, Post
holders in Quality Assurance/ Compliance /Operations
(Ground, Flight, Cabin & others).

39 participants attended the course from 14 ACAO
member States. The evaluation of the trainees regarding
the knowledge and competencies acquired as well as the
evaluation of the efficiency of the course have been made
on line and results have been shown to the participants.




ACAO 46th Safety Committee Meeting
- ASC/46

Ali Al Ajmi

The ACAO 46th Safety Committee meeting ASC/46 has
been held during the period 26 to 28 April 2021 08:30
to 10:30 via videoconference. The meeting has been
chaired by Mr. Hedi Charfadi representative of Tunisia,
while its secretariat ensured by Hicham Bennani Safety
Expert within the ACAO.

The meeting was attended by a total of 28 participants
from 15 States (7 Members and 8 Observers) and 3
Organisations.

Mr. Manar Abdenebi DG of the ACAO opened the
meeting welcoming the participants and reviewed
practical arrangements for the meeting. In his elocution
the Director General also stressed the importance of
coordination and cooperation between regional and
international organizations, especially with regard to
considering a series of measures and recovery plans
that would support the sector’s sustainable development
and stimulate the rapid growth of other economic sectors.
He also reminds the attendees on the international
symposium «Achievements and Challenges» organized
on the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the founding of
the Arab Civil Aviation Organization, which was held on
line the February 7, 2021.

In addition to the review of the list of actions and decisions
taken as result of the previous session, the meeting
adopted a series of recommendations regarding the latest
development on the Covid 19 recovery / restart measures
as well as implementation of the RSOO, ARCM and Action
plan aiming supporting the Members States who request
it.
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The Arab Civil Aviation Organization

organized a workshop
on Civil Aviation Security Culture
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Rabat - The Arab Civil Aviation Organization organized
a workshop on «Civil Aviation Security Culture», through
visual communication technology, from 03 to 05 May
2021, with the participation of 50 executives from the
Arab member states of the organization representing 15
countries.

In his speech on the occasion, His Excellency Eng.
Abdenbi Manar, Director General of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization, called on the participants to enhance
awareness and spread a culture of security among all
employees and workers, especially those in charge
of the implementation of security measures in order to
understand the security risks that their institutions are
exposed to. He also called for the exchange of information
and best practices to face security challenges at the
regional level, including the implications of the Corona
pandemic on civil aviation security, in terms of possible
increase of the internal threat by terrorists exploiting
employees and workers who are exposed to financial
pressures or job uncertainty and loss concerns, luring
them to reveal sensitive data and weaknesses of the
security system.

The participants in this workshop reflected on the
concept of security culture, the International Civil Aviation
Organization’s pursued objective by stating the year
2021 as the Year of Security Culture (YOSC). They also
reflected on the advantages of spreading a culture of
security as well as the tools for enhancing the security
culture and means for building and spreading this culture
and measuring its effective performance.

It is worth noting that this workshop falls within the
framework of the efforts made by the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization with the aim of contributing to the spread of
a security culture in line with ICAQ’s initiative to consider
the year 2021 as the «Year of Security Culture.»



During the workshop, the two facilitators, Dr. Ali Al-Shaar,
Head of the Climatology Department at the General
Directorate of Civil Aviation in the Lebanese Republic,
and Eng.Abd al-Ghaffar Al-Sayed, General Manager in
charge of the Inspection of stationary equipment at the
Civil Aviation Authority of the Arab Republic of Egypt,
exposed basic concepts related to the national scheme
on emissions’ reduction, especially:

e Objectives for developing and presenting the State
action plan on activities designed to reduce carbon
dioxide emissions;

e Steps to be undertaken to develop or update the
State action plan;

e The role of a SAP contact point;

e Create a National Team on the National Action
Plan (SAP);

e The content of the State’s national action plan;

e Baseline scenario;

e |ist of selected measures proposed to mitigate

Activities of the Organization
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carbon dioxide emissions emanating from
international civil aviation;

e The relationship between the State’s action plan
on carbon dioxide emissions reduction and the
CORSIA;

e Challenges, difficulties and lessons learned.

During the last day of the workshop, a session was
dedicated to the presentations of some representatives
of the countries that have already sent their plans to ICAO
in order to review their experience in this regard. In this
context, the representative of the United Arab Emirates
gave a presentation on the lessons learned, challenges
and difficulties they faced in preparing the first and
second versions of the national plan. Representatives of
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, the States of Qatar,
the States of Irag and the Kingdom of Morocco also made
presentations focusing on the difficulties and challenges
related to preparing the national plan.

ACAO 44th Air Navigation Committee Meeting — ANC/44

Abas Babiker Ali tareq kashkar
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The ACAO 44th Air navigation Committee meeting
ANC/44 has been held during the period 19 to 21 April
2021 08:30 to 10:30 via videoconference. The meeting
has been chaired by Mr. Nasser Al Khalef representative
of the State of Qatar, while its secretariat ensured by
Hicham Bennani Air navigation Expert within the ACAO.

The meeting was attended by a total of 45 participants
from 10 States (8 Members and 2 observers) and 3
Organisations.

Mr. Manar Abdenebi DG of the ACAO opened the
meeting welcoming the participants and reviewed

L

practical arrangements
for the meeting. In his
elocution  the  Director

General also stressed the
importance of coordination
and cooperation between
regional and international
organizations,  especially
with regard to considering
series of measures
and recovery plans that
would support the sector’s
sustainable  development
and stimulate the rapid
growth of other economic
sectors. He also reminds
the attendees on the
international symposium
«Achievements and
Challenges» organized on
the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the founding of
the Arab Civil Aviation Organization, which was held on
line the February 7, 2021.

osama elahwel a

younis Alkhader

In addition to the review of the list of actions and decisions
taken as result of the previous session, the meeting
adopted a series of recommendations regarding the latest
development on the Covid 19 recovery / restart measures
as well as the implementation of the ATFM, GNSS and
Over Flight Permit process plan aiming supporting the
Members States who request it.
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Meeting between Arab Civil Aviation Organization and Transportation Security
Administration of United States of America

/X@8#) Transportation
.@: Security
%y  Administration

On 7th of April 2021,
Manar,

His Excellency Eng. Abdennabi
Director General of the Arab Civil Aviation

Organization, received Mr. William Bill Grinolds,
Transportation Security Administration Attaché of the
United States of America for North Africa and the Middle
East. at the headquarters of ACAO

This meeting focused on discussing immediate issues of
common interest within the framework of strengthening
cooperation and assistance, in the field of civil aviation
security, according to the Memorandum of Understanding
and Cooperation signed between the two parties, which
intends to develop programs and / or activities for
technical assistance and exchange technical expertise to
enhance aviation security in accordance with international
requirements. Related issues, as well as the cooperative
program in the field of aviation security during the year
2021.

Workshop on «The National Plan on Carbon Emissions reduction» Via
telecommunication technology

a I!._ , Oudah Almarri " -f\‘
ES

Elole (TR
A FEE Y- B

Dhoha Alzaid

Adel Alghamdi...

moa

Rabat - Within the framework of the organization’s
contribution to the wide-ranging efforts and measures
undertaken by the International Civil Aviation Organization
and its member states to reduce aviation impact on
pollution, the Arab Civil Aviation Organization organized
a workshop on the «National Plan for Carbon Reduction»,
via telecommunication technology, from 19 to 21 April
2021.

This workshop witnessed the participation of 42
officials in charge of environmental protection in the
civil aviation authorities, airlines within the Arab region,

Hamda Alshehhi ELHAM ALRAW...

¥ and environment dedicated
entities, representing 13
member states of the Arab Civil
Aviation  Organization.

During his opening speech, HE
Eng. Abdenbi Manar, Director
General of the Organization,
called for the necessity to
launch a debate on the

challenges and difficulties
faced by Arab countries
Khawla Al Ham... in  preparing their national

plans for carbon emissions
reduction, and to exchange
experiences among the
participants, especially with
regard to basic data for baseline, fuel consumption and
carbon emissions, the expected results of CO2 emissions
emanating from international aviation at the country
level, the commitment of stakeholders within the national
scheme, and other related topics.

In this regard, His Excellency expressed the readiness of
the Organization’s General Administration to coordinate
with experts of Arab countries to accompany and
provide support to countries wishing to benefit from the
experiences of other countries in the field of environmental
protection.
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Training courses and workshops schedule
March -Dec 2021

Workshop on dan-
gerous goods

8-10 November
Distance

Workshop on
aviation medicine

18-22 November
Distance

A joint workshop
between ACAO, ICAO
MID (Cairo office)
and IATA on carbon
and alternative fuels
markets

10 November
Distance

Workshop on the
National Navigation
Scheme

6-8 December
Distance

Symposium on
handling

11-12 November
Distance

Workshop on
Qualification of
National Security
Audit Coordinators
for ICAO

6-9 December

Distance

Seminar on drones

15-17 December
Distance

A joint workshop
between ACAO- ICAO
MID(Cairo office) - and
ECAC on landside
security

15-16 November
Distance

Training of trainers
course in the field
of civil aviation
environment

13-15 December

Distance
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Training courses and workshops schedule
March-Dec 2021

Training course Second Meeting of m\éve(:ir: mt?) G:::ugre

. g the Safety Oversight grloprep

Training course on on air transport Organization for the 3rd High

airport licensing strategic Tecl?nical Team Level Safety

management MENA RSO0 TC2 Conference (HLSC/3
TF)

5-6 July
Distance

A joint workshop
between the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization

and the European Civil
Aviation Conference on
the culture of security

6-8 September
Distance

A joint seminar
with ICAO MID
(Cairo office) on
future monitoring
techniques

20-22 September
Distance

5-9 July
Distance

Training course on
air transport risk
management

6-10 September
Distance

Training course on
corporate alliances
and code sharing

4-8 September
Distance

22 July
Distance

Arab environmental
forum

13 September
Distance

Security Forum of
the European Civil
Aviation Conference

to be announced
later on

26 July
Distance

Meeting of the
working group
to support the
countries wishing to
do so

14 September
Distance

workshop on airport
local air quality

23-24 October
Distance




EDITORIAL

By : Engineer / Manar Abdennebi
Director General of the Arah Civil
Aviation Organization

In the late 2020, as soon as the
Corona vaccines were developed,
issues related to their production and
distribution and the difficulties in terms
of covering the needs of the various
regions of the world, as well as issues
related to the time required for those
regions to achieve the necessary
immunity to allow them to reopen their
border and resume air traffic, began
to rise. However, this did not prevent
continuing efforts to reduce the effects
and repercussions of the Corona
pandemic on the economic activity
in general and air transport activity in
particular.

As all components of the international
civil aviation sector joined forces at
first to help manage the crisis , and at
second to develop a global approach
for the recovery and recovery of
the civil aviation sector, in which
civil aviation authorities, global and
regional organizations and unions, as
well as the air transport industry sector
were involved.

Here, | would like to point out that
the Arab region rushed to lay the
first building blocks for consultation
and coordination of efforts in order
to confront this crisis assuming a
global dimension under the umbrella
of the International Civil Aviation
Organization and within the framework
of the CART team. We have also
undertaken several initiatives at the
level of the Arab member states of our
organization, as well as The League of

Arab States at the level of the Councils
of Arab Ministers of Transport, Ministers
of Tourism and Ministers of Health, the
first of which was to take decisions and
measures to provide support to Arab
airlines, before the end of March 2020.

As far as the CART team is concerned,
it is worth noting that after issuing the
two packages of recommendations for
restart and recovery, it has launched
its report that includes : the third
version of these recommendations and
procedures for the standardization
of test results reporting, taking into
account the guidelines set out in the
ICAO Test Procedures Manual and
Cross-Border, Risk Management
Measures Standardization  of
test certification by countries with
the issuance of safe, reliable and
internationally  interoperable  test
documentary evidence, such as made
possible based on the incorporation
of a visual digital seal, based on
ICAO guidelines, Encouraging cabin
crew to undergo vaccination, as the
duration of infection can be shortened
and Reducing thus the likelihood of
major illness or death in immunized
individuals who become infected.

The proof of vaccination shall be in an
approved national registry. Countries
should issue a secure and globally
interoperable guide

As for public health corridors, they
are implemented based on mutual
recognition of the public health
mitigation measures each party
implements on one or more tracks,
while encouraging countries to share
information through the public health

corridor model.
These corridors are the subject
of a stand-alone Memorandum

of Understanding due to their
exceptional and temporary nature. It
cannot be seen as an amendment to
the Air Services Agreements or as a
reason for future re-negotiations on
the latter. The inclusion of a clause on
registration with the International Civil
Aviation Organization (with reference
to Article 83) is at the discretion of the
parties.

Air safety measures reflected in the
International Civil Aviation Organization
initiative ~ which materializes in the
replacement of the CCRD system
with the Targeted Exemptions system
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(TE: Targeted Exemptions) since
April 1, 2021 to facilitate international
operations in terms of mitigations. The
CCRD scheme should be extended for
an additional three months until June
30, 2021. The targeted exemption
scheme will remain in place for as
long as it is needed, with three months’
advance notice before it closes.

At the regional level, the Council of
Arab Health Ministers, in its regular
session No. (55) held on May 23, 2021,
stressed the importance of balancing
the economic and health aspects in
a way that guarantees the movement
of air transport and tourism again
without affecting national, regional and
international health safety. The Council
also decided to establish a working
group in charge of developing an
Arab strategy to unify the procedures
for  registering and  approving
vaccinations and their use within the
Arab countries. This initiative would
allow revitalizing the Arab tourism. It
includes a specialized team from the
Arab member states, the Technical
Secretariat of the Council of Arab
Health Ministers and the Regional
Office of the World Health Organization
for the Middle East, headed by the
Arab Republic of Egypt.

These two decisions were of great
importance among the discussions
that took place in the fourth meeting of
directors general for the Middle East
early June. The latter recommended
that the Arab strategy should
encompass mutual recognition of
vaccine certificates between ready
countries and opening talks with the
European Union for the same purpose
as the strategy, and directing those
concerned in coordination with The
General Secretariat of the League of
Arab States to develop this strategy as
soon as possible.

The participants in this meeting also
recommended the need for civil
aviation authorities in the region,
through appropriate channels, to
open talks with relevant governmental
agencies to lift any restrictions
imposed on air cargo operations and,
where appropriate, grant additional
bilateral rights to facilitate the transport
of essential goods; Medical supplies
and medicines for the Corona virus.
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