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turnaround process and reduce delays. Eindhoven
Airport, in collaboration with Schiphol Airport,
employs Al, specifically Deep Turnaround, to
automatically detect the start and end times of
ground handling through apron cameras. Four
aircraft stands are currently equipped, with plans
to extend this to all 14 stands by 2024.

More sustainable initiatives

The aviation industry is well aware of its
environmental impact. Therefore, 2024 is likely the
next significant year for sustainability efforts. With
that in mind, it's worth noting that Dubai Airport
(DXB), London Heathrow (LHR), and Los Angeles
(LAX) are recognized as the most polluting airports
globally, according to Airport Emissions Tracker.

Aircraft emissions significantly contribute to
airport pollution. While airports have limited control
over these emissions, initiatives such as becoming
on-site producers of Sustainable Aviation Fuel
(SAF) are emerging. For example, Pittsburgh
Airport is developing plans to produce SAF on its
property. With airports committing to achieving net-
zero carbon emissions by 2050, we could witness
more airports adopting similar plans in 2024.

Initiatives like transitioning from fuel to electric
buses are further gaining traction. Additionally,
we can expect more sustainability efforts in 2024,
including further reduction of single-use plastics.

Accessibility focus

Navigating airports can be intricate and
challenging, especially for passengers with
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March 2024 I

reduced mobility or hidden disabilities. In 2024,
we anticipate increased attention on this issue
as airports and airlines are collaborating to
facilitate the travel experience for passengers with
disabilities.
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Passenger in a wheelchair at an airport, Photo:
Andrey_Popov | Shutterstock

Several companies, including the Swiss
company DAAV, have conducted tests on self-
driving wheelchairs in airports. DAAV successfully
demonstrated its mobility solution in the check-
in area 2 of Zurich Airport in 2023. The company
aims to bring the DAAV wheelchair to market by
the end of 2023 and continue improving services
for passengers with reduced mobility in airports
worldwide in 2024.

Emirates and its home hub, Dubai Airport, have
recently developed special programs to reduce air
travel anxiety for neurodivergent travelers. These
initiatives include guided tours of the airport to
familiarize passengers with the travel process, a
trend expected to continue through 2024.
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Airport Evolution: What To Expect In 2024

Here are our predictions for airports around the world in 2024
BY VYTE KLISAUSKAITE, Simple flying
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A sunset picture of an airportPhoto: Leslie Rogers Ross | Shutterstock

SUMMARY

Al integration in airports will most likely
rise, improving decision-making, personalizing
experiences, and optimizing resource planning.

With pledges to achieve net-zero by 2050,
airports will focus on sustainability efforts.

There will be increased attention on
accessibility, with initiatives to facilitate travel for
passengers with reduced mobility and hidden
disabilities.

Airports around the globe have been quickly
evolving and embracing the latest technologies.
It has only been a few years since some airports
introduced shoe scanners, and now we are swiftly
advancing with Artificial Intelligence (Al) integration.
Here are our predictions for innovations and new
initiatives we can expect at airports worldwide in
2024.

Further integration of Al

In 2024, Al integration in airports will most likely
rise, enhancing decision-making, personalizing
experiences, and optimizing resource planning.
Current features like self-check-in and baggage
drop-off, empowered by Al, allow passengers

to manage tasks, reducing the need for manual
assistance.
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Three aircraft on an airport apron against
a colorful sunset. Photo: Oleksii Halutva |
Shutterstock

Al integration in airports extends beyond
noticeable features. For instance, some airports
already utilize Al-powered passenger flow
management systems to analyze and identify
patterns in traffic data, according to Isarsoft.
With 2024 projected to be a record-breaking year
for airline profits and passenger numbers, such
advancements have become crucial.

Al integration aims to enhance the aircraft
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Singapore plans green jet fuel levy on travellers, fanning funding
debate
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Singapore announced Monday plans to impose
a green fuel levy on departing flights, in a move
that would lift ticket prices, as the aviation industry
searches for a viable funding model.

Introduced by Singapore’s transport minister
at an industry summit on the eve of the Singapore
Airshow, the city-state said it aimed for all departing
flights to use 1% sustainable aviation fuel (SAF)
from 2026 and planned to raise that to 3%-5%
by 2030, subject to global developments and the
wider availability and adoption of SAF.”

It will hurt our air hub and our economy, and
raise the cost of travel for passengers if we are
overly ambitious with our sustainability goals,”
Transport Minister Chee Hong Tat said of the need
to give modest targets initially.

Aviation produces about 2% of the world’s
emissions but is considered one of the hardest
sectors to decarbonize.

European regulators have to date been the
most active in trying to boost the use of SAF,
introducing rules that force airlines to meet
minimum requirements for its use such as 2% in
France by 2025 and 5% by 2030.

Under the European model, the carrier pays for
the SAF and decides whether to pass the cost onto
passengers in the ticket price.

Singapore’s levy will vary based on factors such
as the flight’s distance and travel class.

For example, in 2026 the price of an economy

class ticket on a direct flight from Singapore to
Bangkok, Tokyo and London by an estimated
amount of around SG$3 ($2.23), SG$6 and SG$16
respectively to pay for the SAF, said the Civil Aviation
Authority of Singapore, which developed the planin
consultation with industry and other stakeholders.
SAF, which can be made either through synthetic
processes or from biological materials like used
cooking oil or wood chips, currently accounts for
0.2% of the jet fuel market and costs up to five
times more than conventional jet fuel.

‘A big challenge that we are facing that is
contributing to the high costs is actually securing
bio-derived feed,” said Ong Shwu Hoon, Asia
Pacific fuels vice president at ExxonMobil Asia
Pacific.

High costs Singapore’s only current SAF
producer, Neste, has the capacity to produce up
to 1 million metric tons of the fuel annually at its
refinery in the country that started operating last
year, a company representative said, more than 10
times the volume required for the target of 1% by
2026.

Neste produced 251,000 tons of SAF globally in
2023, according to its most recent financial report.

The aviation industry says SAF use needs to
rise to 65% by 2050 as part of a plan to reach “net
zero” emissions by then, though that will require
an estimated $1.45 trillion to $3.2 trillion of capital
spending.- Qatar-tribune
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top 20 air transport markets globally, showcasing
remarkable growth in scheduled seat capacity for
flights at its international airports.

The strategic geographic positioning of the
Arab region renders it inherently suited to serve as
a pivotal hub for global air traffic. Consequently,
the aviation sector assumes significant importance
in  spearheading comprehensive  economic
development and augmenting GDP growth.
According to the unified Arab economic report
issued by the Arab Monetary Fund in Abu Dhabi
in 2022, the services sector's contribution to the
GDP in Arab countries amounted to approximately
$669.577 billion in 2021. Within this, the transport
and communication sector accounted for around
$209.046 billion. This contribution is within the
context of the Arab countries' GDP, which totaled
about $2.881 trillion in 2021. Notably, employment
in the services sector constituted 62.8% in
2020, encompassing various domains such as

*  Expert in the field of control and
governance - Arab Civil Aviation Organization

Issue 54
March 2024 I

trade, hospitality, finance, insurance, banking,
transportation, and storage. This stands in contrast
to the agricultural sector, which accounted
for 15.2% of employment, and the industrial
sector, which accounted for 22%. Furthermore,
the commodity production sector contributed
approximately $1.372 trillion to the gross product in
2021, while the social services sector contributed
around $742.071 billion.
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Arab Air Transport Prospects and Ambitions
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Prepared by Omar
Ahmed Babaker Shnibo *

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization organized
the first Arab Aviation Transport Forum in Riyadh
in December 2023 under the theme "Aviation
Connectivity: Prospects and Challenges," hosted
by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, as part of the
activities of the fifteenth session of the International
Civil Aviation Negotiation Conference (ICAN). The
forum, attended by a select group of experts and
specialists, deliberated on enhancing international,
regional, and domestic air connectivity networks,
the current state and future development prospects
of transportation in the Arab world, strengthening
the role of pivotal airports, and consumer protection.

The organization of this inaugural conference
at the Arab level underscores the organization's
recognition of the pivotal, strategic, and vital role
of aviation for the world and Arab countries from
economic, social, and political perspectives,
provided that legislation, strategies, and
agreements among Arab countries are integrated
. This is particularly significant given that the
contribution of this sector is estimated at around
7.3% of the Arab countries' gross domestic
product, which was approximately $2.881 trillion
in 2021, compared to 3.6% of the global gross
domestic product, valued at about $2.7 trillion.

It is notable that the contribution of the aviation
sector to the gross domestic product (GDP) in

Arab countries is approximately double the global
average. Moreover, the rate of contribution of the
aviation sector to the GDP in some Arab countries
exceeds that of major nations such as Britain and
France, where it contributes at rates ranging from
2% to 3% of the total GDP. In contrast, in some Arab
countries like the UAE, aviation contributes more
than 13% to the national GDP. This percentage is
expected to grow to reach 17% over the next two
decades, supporting 1.4 million job opportunities
and contributing $128 billion to the economy, in
alignment with the objectives of the "UAE Vision
2031". Some countries aim to increase their
contribution rates to 10%, such as Saudi Arabia
according to Vision 2030, and Qatar, where the
aviation sector's contribution is no less than 5%
of the GDP. The aviation sector aims to contribute
according to the pillars of Qatar's National Vision
2030 strategy.

In general, according to the report of the 40th
ICAO Assembly, air transport supports 2.4 million
jobs and $130 billion in gross domestic product in
Middle Eastern countries. In Africa, air transport
supports 6.2 million jobs in Africa, 80% of them in
tourism and aviation.

It is expected, as stated in the 40th ICAO
Assembly report, that the aviation industry will
support approximately 97.8 million jobs globally
by 2036, and contribute about $5.7 trillion to the
global gross domestic product (GDP). Referring
to the strategies and targets in the Arab region, it
is evident that the region is progressing towards
leadership and prominence in this sector globally.
This is evidenced by the indicators and record-
breaking figures achieved by the Arab region, as
published in 2023 by specialized organizations,
including...

In 2023, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia ascended
to the 13th position on the Air Connectivity Index,
a significant leap from its 27th position in 2019.
Notably, the air route connecting Jeddah and
Cairo secured the second position worldwide
among the most sought-after and congested
air routes. Furthermore, the global route linking
Riyadh to Dubai claimed the sixth position globally.
Additionally, Emma Alrat topped the list of the
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passenger plane crashed in Iran, killing all 176
people on board, after taking off from the capital,
Tehran, heading to Kiev. Although Tehran initially
announced that the cause was a technical defect,
the Iranian army later announced that the plane
was shot down by mistake. Monitored in March
2016: A Fly Dubai Boeing 737-800 crashed in
Rostov-on-Don, Russia, Killing 62 people on board.
It was worth noting that 2017 was the safest year in
the history of commercial aviation companies, as
no there are no accidents at all around the world.

We are here about to reflect on the soul that
expanded to these creative sciences and this
creativity in the science of Newton, Zewail, Galileo,
and allthese geniuses and explorers of the sciences
that caused this tremendous development that
contributed to the aviation industry. It is and must
be an amazing kingdom according to the words
of God Almighty, “And in yourselves, will you not
see?” God Almighty has spoken the truth.

As strong and responsible as we are, we
carry the trust entirely on our shoulders without
negligence or negligence, in order to limit the
occurrence of any human errors that cause these
incidents to return or be repeated, God forbid.
Technology, with the passage of days, becomes
greater than before, and this helps us to overcome
the difficulties and the impossible to advance the
profession and industry as a whole and provide all
Ways of safety and prevention.

*Diplomain Air Traffic Control and Bachelor
of Science in Air Traffic Control

Representative of the Air Safety Systems
Department (Civil Aviation Authority)
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In the end, the signs of God, the Mighty, and
the Wise inspired him - when he said:

Glory be to Him who has subjugated this to us,
and we were not to it. (13) And indeed, to our Lord
we will return (14) {

Great truth of God

We pray in every travel (O God, | seek refuge
in you from the hardships of travel, the gloom of
seeing, and the bad turn of affairs in money and
family. O God, make this journey of ours easy for
us. O God, You are the companion in the journey
and the successor in the family. God is the best
protector, and He is the Most Merciful of those who
show mercy.)
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legislation stipulated by the International Aviation
Organization (ICAQ) by setting and implementing
all precautionary measures and policies for
companies, establishments and sectors. Of the
aviation sector in the event of errors, omissions or
violations.
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The World Aviation Organization issued
(ICAO Annex 13- Air Craft Accident & Incident
Investigation), according to which it established
legislation and practices in the event of accidents
and how to apply safety and quality systems to
limit the occurrence of this type of accident or
nearly accident in order to improve the profession,
industry and its controls.
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ICAO Annex 19 'Safety Management' also
stipulated policies and legislation for implementing
air safety systems, and air and aviation safety
experts revealed to us that the most dangerous
factor in the system (Risk Factor) is human error
and also comes successively, as we mentioned,
natural and psychological factors, the nature of
aviation itself. Highly dangerous nature. Let us
imagine that this huge metal mass, which carries
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passengers, goods, fuel, and equipment, is carried
by this light air with amazing dynamism.

There is no doubt that all factors, whether
external or internal, have a significant and clear
impact on the controls to reduce the occurrence of
accidents or the proximity to accidents. There are
aircraft accidents that had a resounding resonance
over a quarter of a century, not because of the
circumstances of the accidents, but rather because
of what they left behind. It has a psychological
impact on the entire field and is the most famous of
all, based on a report by the British News Agency
(BBC - NEWS) which classified aircraft accidents
based on the year the accident occurred, and
mention comes of the painful accident and the
breathtaking moments in our Egyptian aircraft
belonging to Egypt Air Airlines, a Boeing (H-B 767),
topping the list in 1999 on October 31st. The first,
where it landed in the Atlantic Ocean after taking off
from John F. Kennedy Airport in New York, heading
to Cairo, and the accident resulted in the deaths of
217 people on board. Also in 2016, on May 19, was
an Egypt Air flight (MSR 804) of the Airbus (A320)
coming from Paris Charles de Gaulle Airport in
France, The company announced at approximately
five o'clock in the morning GMT that the flight had
disappeared from radar screens in front of air traffic
control officers ten miles after entering Egyptian
airspace, where there were 66 passengers on
board alongside the crew. The Ministry of Foreign
Affairs announced an official announcement of the
plane's crash and issued a statement stating that
Floating rubble was found, which was likely to be
the wreckage of the plane, and some life jackets
were found near the Greek island of Karpathos, in
a crowd of possibilities and speculation for finding
a survivor. It was also one of the lean days and
dark moments that passed through the history of
this great nation, and we must not forget it either.
The report mentioned the year 2015 on 10/31 - In
October; a Russian Airbus (A321) plane belonging
to the Russian airline (Kogalymavia) fell over the
Sinai Desert about 22 minutes after taking off from
Sharm EI-Sheikh Airport, resulting in the death
of 224 people on board. The Russian authorities
also announced this accident, as the agency
has monitored many incidents over the years,
including in January 2020: A Ukrainian Boeing 737
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Falling into the forbidden!!
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Prepared by Captain
Dina Abdel Ghani*

The world is now witnessing that civil aviation
is the safest and most advanced means of
transportation, and that this industry has always
provided us with technological and logistical
developments that amaze us and blow our minds
with the sophistication of services, comfort, and
saving time and effort it can offer us.

Yes, this industry is the most important and most
attractive now, not only for its users, workers, and
investors, but for the entire world, as it is the only
industry that has turned the vast world into a small
village, but this double-edged weapon is capable
of tipping the scales, and we find the conclusions
proven in the law of power (the law of Newton Ill)
statesthat (foreveryactionorforce thereisareaction
equal in magnitude and opposite in direction), and
this law is one of the constants of the dynamic laws
of aviation. As strong as the influence of aviation on
the modern world is influenced by technology, the
strength of the influence in the event of Falling into
the forbidden!! - (Red Zone) and the occurrence of
aviation accidents.

Air safety is embodied in one goal, which is the
complete absence of aviation accidents, as this
goal still represents a challenge and the effort to
achieve it is more complex than before, as the sky
is crowded with aircraft and the strengthening of
industry with complex technology, and aviation is
also affected by many external factors beyond the

control other than the industry itself. For example,
but not limited to (weather factors - natural
disasters - psychological factors, as psychological
experts revealed that the fear of flying is called
(Aerophobia - Fear of flying), such as fear of closed
spaces and fear of heights, as many travelers have
the same obsession. And the irrational fear of their
planes breaking down in the air or anxiety about
kidnappings It is also referred to as aviation phobia
or air phobia, without taking into account that all
of these speculations are likely to occur with any
means of transport and communication in other
sectors, but due to the sensitivity and sophistication
of aviation, it is the focus of attention for any
dangers that may occur, as statistics have proven
and indicated. The incidence of aircraft accidents
is very small compared to other transportation.
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As the International Air Transport Association
(IATA) monitored aviation safety performance
data for the year 2022, in which it stated reports
of aircraft accident rates in this year, other years,
and the extent of their human and property losses.
There is no doubt that all this evidence and proof
confirms the following:

The death rate is 0.00001%. The risk of
death on a flight in 2022 is 0.11%, meaning the
passenger will need to stand on his feet every day
for 25,214 years to reach the risk of being involved
in a fatal accident. This rate is considered, if not
the best and safest compared to other sectors.
However, it is not without risks, and for this reason,
we praise the effective and sensitive role of air
safety systems, as they operate in accordance
with  international standards, policies and



Aviation news

32,

Issue 54
March 2024 I

Enhancing support for air crash victims and their families

At the occasion of today’s International Day Commemorating Air Crash Victims and their Families, ICAO
Council President Salvatore Sciacchitano has issued the following statement:

‘Safety is and has always been the top
priority for aviation and ICAQO. This has
resulted in remarkable progress achieved by
international air transport over the decades
of its development. However, despite these
advances, aircraft accidents remain a sobering
reminder of the persistent need to continue
progress towards our zero fatality goal.

The ICAO Council established 20 February
as the International Day Commemorating Air
Crash Victims and their Families in coordination
with associations representative of victims
and their families to provide governments and
industry with an annual reminder of the onus
upon them to improve the care, resources and
timely and comprehensive information that
accident victims and their loved ones need
following such tragic circumstances.

Respect for victims of aircraft accidents and
theirfamilies' mental, physicaland spiritual well-
being is paramount to ICAO and to all aviation
stakeholders. With the help of the insights
and appeals of committed representatives of
victims and their families and the support of
all stakeholders, the ICAO Council is assuring
continuous advocacy and attention for these
important global priorities, and helping States
set the regulatory framework through the
provisions of the Convention on International
Civil Aviation.

In this regard, ICAO elevated an existing
Recommended Practice to a Standard in
2022, thus heightening the responsibility on
States to establish legislation, regulations and
policies in support of assistance to aircraft
accident victims and their families. ICAO is
currently working on accident investigation
standards and recommended practices
towards enhancing the comprehensive and
timely provision of information to accident
victims and their families.

A training course has also been developed
to help regulators set out appropriate family
assistance legislation and plans and ICAO
has established a dedicated expert group
to enhance the implementation of practical
measures related to assistance to aircraft
accident victims and their families.

As part of our ongoing efforts to raise
awareness of this important subject, the
second symposium on Assistance to Aircraft
Accident Victims and their Families (AAAVF)
is planned to be held in the Kingdom of the
Netherlands in November later this year.

ICAO
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Saudi Arabia launches cutting-edge Air Mobility Initiative

The General Authority of Civil Aviation (GACA) of Saudi Arabia has launched the "Enabling Advanced
Air Transport in the Kingdom" initiative.

Captain Sulaiman bin Saleh Al-Muhaimidi, GACA Vice President of Aviation Safety and Environmental
Sustainability. Image: BillyPix

The initiative promises to revolutionise the
Saudi aviation sector, positioning it as a leader
in Advanced Air Mobility (AAM) in the Middle
East through sustainable and state-of-the-art
technologies.

The initiative comprises a spectrum of
pioneering solutions, from unmanned aircraft
systems to vertical take-off and landing (VTOL)
aircraft. These advancements aim to enhance
the safety, soundness, and sustainability of
air transport, significantly accelerating the
mobility of people and goods while addressing
environmental concerns.

Captain Sulaiman bin Saleh Al-Muhaimidi,
GACA Vice President of Aviation Safety and
Environmental Sustainability, emphasised the
transformative potential of the initiative.

"We're not just building a new mode of
transportation; we're creating the backbone

for the next era of economic and social
development in Saudi Arabia," said Al-
Muhaimidi.

“‘Successful tests across Saudi Arabia’s
diverse landscapes and climate conditions
have laid the groundwork for advancements
that promise to alleviate traffic congestion,
improve emergency medical services, and
contribute to the Kingdom's ambitious goal of
achieving net-zero carbon emissions by 2060."

‘Enabling Advanced Air Transport in
the Kingdom’ follows the release of the
Environmental Sustainability Development

Plan in Civil Aviation in 2022 which seeks to
establish a regulatory framework based on
best global practices, aimed at minimising
aviation's

environmental footprint.
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Kuwait Civil Aviation, German Company Sign KD 8 Min Multi-
Projects Contract

The Directorate General of Civil (DGCA)
signed on Sunday a contract with the German
company LEONARDO to execute three
projects at Kuwait International Airport worth
KD eight million (about USD 25.9 million).

The three projects were related to the
installation, operation and provision of training,
warranty, maintenance and technical support
services at the airport.

DGCA'S Acting Director General Emad Al-
Jalawi told KUNA that the project's aim was
to provide a weather data system at Kuwait
International Airport, which provides maximum
security and safety for air navigation.

On his part, DGCA's Deputy Director
General for planning and projects affairs Saad
Al-Otaibi told KUNA that the project consisted
of a system for measuring the speed of wind
and a system for detecting air turbulence in
the last stages of landing.

Al-Otaibi added that the first project was
an early warning system for wind shear, the
second project was a disturbance detection
system, while the third project was a Doppler
radar system.- MENAFN
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MRO Middle East, AIME 2024 conclude, logging 8,000+ attendees
Emirates News Agency- WAM

MRO Middle East and Aircraft Interiors Middle
East (AIME) 2024 marked the largest edition to
date, witnessing record-breaking attendance,
significant deals and announcements and thought-
provoking conference sessions.

The co-located events welcomed more than
8,000 attendees from 95 countries, 250 exhibitors
and 120 airlines.

Some of the notable announcements included
flyadeal signing a long-term agreement with
Safran Nacelles, focusing on the comprehensive
support of Nacelles for flyadeal's Airbus A320neo
family fleet, and Saudia Technic announcing a new
service centre agreement with Airbus Helicopters.

Airbus and Beond also announced a new
collaboration powered by Airbus’ Skywise Health
Monitoring platform, while Mohammed Bin Rashid
Aerospace Hub signed an agreement with ATS
Technic to open its new facility in Dubai South, and
Bossard Aerospace announced the renewal of its
long-standing support agreement with Joramco.

Insightful conference sessions and workshops
from industry experts continued during day two
at the Go Live! Theatre and the On Board Hub.
During the session titled “MRO: Are supply chain
challenges opening the door to alternative parts?”,
panellists discussed the biggest constraint to
further the use of alternative parts in the Middle
East, which a poll answer showed to be “contractual
constraints, including leasing agreements”.

Jim O’Sullivan, VP Business Development at
HEICO, said that since “contracts are written by

lawyers who don’t have to work for the life of the
aircraft maintenance, lessors need to speak to the
lawyers and lessors to work out a value proposition.
One size does not fit all — some parts may have
even further restrictions. There should be a solution
to this challenge since generally, a lessor does not
want a surprise at the end of a lease — they want a
smooth end and transaction.”

Ahmad Rajei, Senior Director of Design,
Engineering and Innovation at Etihad Airways
Engineering, said, “The understanding of
operational demands needs to be considered —
producing alternative parts have to be equal or
better, they cannot get less. Safety concerns have
to be prioritised. With the lack of components in the
market, it is getting easier but a lot of work has to
be done by local authorities to take responsibility
to enhance the use of alternative parts.”

Meanwhile at the session titled “AIME: Future
Digitised and Connected Cabin”, Verena Bintaro,
Director of Marketing at AERQ, discussed how
airlines can revolutionise passenger experience by
delivering personalised content, which will in turn
boost revenue and optimise operations. Bintaro
commented, “We need to have an open platform
where third parties and developers have access to
create apps that are not limited to just one airline
or aircraft... So it is about opening up the cabin for
third parties and eventually passengers can make
their time on board much more valuable.”

The co-located events concluded today at
Dubai World Trade Centre (DWTC). The next
edition of MRO Middle East and AIME will take
place on 10th and 11th February, 2025.
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Tunisian airports handle 8.8 million passengers in 2023, up 21.9%

Tunisia's Office of Civil Aviation and Airports e Tozeur Nefta International Airport: 18,400,
reported Tunisian airports handled 8.8 million +8.4%.

passengers in 2023, up 21.9% year-on-year. _
The country recorded over 75,300 aircraft

Major airport traffic details are as follows: movements, up 15.7%.
e Tunis Carthage Airport: 6.6 million, +19.7%.

° Houmt Souk Djerba Zarsis Airport: Two
million, +28.4%.

e Sfax Thyna Airport: 174,000, +46.1%.
Official Visit to the Qatar Civil Aviation Authority (QCAA)

The President of the Executive Committee, Mr. Leonardo Blengini, and the Secretary of the
LACAC, Mr. Jaime Binder, participated in an official visit to the Qatar Civil Aviation Authority (QCAA)
in Doha, the 1st and 2nd of February of 2024. On this occasion, there was also an interview with
the Minister of Transport and Mr. Jassim bin Saif Al-Sulaiti, reaffirming, in this way, cooperation
and mutual understanding. Within the conversation topics, the priority was to ratify the protocols
relating to the amendments of art. 50 a) and art. 56 of the Convention on International Civil Aviation;
the support for the implementation of future meetings of importance to ICAQ; future elections of the
ICAO Council; and international cooperation in aeronautics.
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Kuwait International Airport
passengers up 26% in 2023

On 28 January, Kuwait's Directorate General
of Civil Aviation reported the following traffic
highlights at Kuwait International Airport for 2023
compared to 2022:

e Passengers: 15.6 million, +26%.
e Aijrcraft movements: 128,584, +23.5%.

e (Cargo volumes: 210,000 tons.
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Muscat International Airport handles
12.6 million passengers in 2023

On 21 January, Oman's National Centre for
Statistics and Information reported the following
traffic highlights for Muscat International Airport
for 2023 compared to 2022:

Passengers: 12.6 million, +46.7%.
Domestic: 1.1 million, +14.7%.
International: 11.5 million, +50.7%.
Aircraft movements: 95,325, +38.7%.
Domestic: 8533, +5.1%.

International: 86,792, +43.2%.
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Libyan CAA and ENAC sign

agreement to relaunch air traffic

Italian Civil Aviation Authority (ENAC) signed
on 17 December 2023 an agreement with Libyan
Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) to relaunch air
traffic and strengthen connections between ltaly
and Libya starting from 17 December 2023. The
agreement does not provide for any limitations in
terms of carriers.
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Jordanian airports handle over
9.5 million passengers in 2023

Jordan's Civil Aviation Regulatory
Commission reported that major Jordanian
airports welcomed over 9.5 million passengers in
2023, up 18% year-on-year. The airports handled
over 86,000 flights connecting to 81 international
destinations.

Bahrain International Airport
passengers up 11% in December
2023, and up 26.3% in 2023

On 30 January, Bahrain International
Airport  reported the following traffic
highlights:

December 2023 compared to 2022:
Passengers: 822,786, +11.1%.
Cargo: 18,798 tons, +10.6%.

Aircraft movements: 8769, +13.8%.
2023 compared to 2022:
Passengers: 8.7 million, +26.3%.
Cargo: 196,980 tons, -5.7%.

Aircraft movements: 93,648, +13.5%.
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A working group meeting to prepare a study of the merits of the most important

agreements and the challenges related to them

His Excellency Engineer Abdennebi Manar,
Director General of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization, opened the meeting and welcomed
the attendees, appreciating the efforts expected
from the team and stressing the importance
of identifying the difficulties that prevent the
implementation or activation of the agreements
and the challenges related to them, especially the
Damascus Agreement of 2004, which relates to
the liberalization of air transport between member
states. Which has a direct impact on achieving an
increase in air traffic and developing the entire air
transport sector.

After that, the team unanimously decided
to choose Mr. Salem bin Hamad bin Saeed Al
Husseini, Director of the Air Transport Department
in the Sultanate of Oman and Chairman of the
Organization’s Air Transport Committee, as head
of the work team. Mr. Wahiba Amara, an engineer
in charge of managing airlines and international
negotiations in the Air Transport Directorate in
the Kingdom of Morocco, was also chosen as his
deputy.

In implementation of Resolution No. 04 M-T 68
of the Executive Council of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization at its 68th meeting during the period
2-3 December 2023 in Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, approving the recommendations of the
50th Air Transport Committee.

As well as assigning the public administration
to prepare a study in this regard, the Arab
Civil Aviation Organization organized a team
meeting during the days of 4-6 March 2024 at the
organization’s headquarters in Rabat and was
attended by representatives of six countries: the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the Sultanate of Oman,
the State of Kuwait, the Arab Republic of Egypt,
the Kingdom of Morocco, the Islamic Republic
of Mauritania, Representatives of the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan, the Republic of Tunisia, the
Republic of Irag, and the Republic of Yemen also
attended remotely.
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An MOU between the Spanish Aviation Safety and Security State Agency (AESA)
of the kingdom of Spain and the Arab Civil Aviation Organization (ACAO)

The Spanish Aviation Safety and Security State
Agency (AESA) of the kingdom of Spain and the
Arab Civil Aviation Organization (ACAQO) have
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
desiring to establish mutual cooperation to promote
safe, efficient, and sustainable development of civil
aviation.

under this Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU), The Participants intend to collaborate for
both mutual interest and benefit. MOU’ primary
objectives are to establish the framework for the
international technical cooperation between the
Signatories in different civil aviation disciplines,
which includes, but is not limited to, safety,
security, environment, air navigation and economic
oversight of air transport.

The MOU was signed by HE Mrs. Montserrat
Mestres Domenech, Executive Director of the
AESA, and Mr. Manar Abdennebi Director General
of ACAQ, in videoconference ceremony that took
place, the 21st March 2024.

Aware of the importance of this step and
the objectives envisaged through it, the ACAO
and AESA have expressed their willingness to
support this MOU and to seek the success of its
endeavors in a context and harmony that serves
the common interest and the development of the
aviation sector, in order to reach safe, secure and
regular air transport and participate in sustainable
development.
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The Air Transport Committee holds its fifty-first meeting

The Air Transport Committee of the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization held its fifty-first meeting
on March 7 and 8, 2024, at the organization’s
headquarters in Rabat, in the presence of six
members of the committee representing the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the Republic of Iraq, the
Sultanate of Oman, the State of Kuwait, the Arab
Republic of Egypt, the Kingdom of Morocco, as
well as Representatives of the Islamic Republic
of Mauritania, the Republic of Yemen, and
international organizations participated in the work
of the committee as observers, including the Arab
Air Transport Federation and the International Air
Transport Association.

The meeting was opened by His Excellency
Engineer Abdennebi Manar, Director General of
the Arab Civil Aviation Organization, welcoming
the committee members and observers to the

attendees and wishing them success in the
committee’s work, taking the opportunity to
congratulate them on the approaching advent of
the holy month of Ramadan.

The committee discussed the topics on the
agenda and issued recommendations regarding
them. It also discussed the report of the working
group studying the merits of the most important
agreements and the challenges related to them,
which it recommended submitting to the competent
authority to take the appropriate decision.

The committee also set the initial date for its
next meeting to be during the month of November
2024 at the headquarters of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization in Rabat, unless one of the member
states requests to host the meeting.
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The third meeting of the Steering Committee of the Joint Program Office in the
field of satellite navigation

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization participated
as a member in the second meeting of the Steering
Committee of the Joint Program Office in the field of
Satellite Navigation Il Satnav Africa (JPO) - which
was held in Brussels on 27-28 February 2024. The
meeting was chaired by the European Commission
(EC) and the African Union (AU). .

20 participants attended the meeting from nine
organizations, including ICAQO, the African Union,
the European Commission, the European Civil
Aviation Committee, the Galileo system, and some
regional organizations in Africa.

Meeting participants were informed of the
progress of the Satnav Africa JPO programme,
and the outcomes of the Continental Cost/
Benefit (CBA) study on the use of SBAS were
provided to the meeting. In addition, the JPO

and ASECNA programs presented the results
of SBAS demonstrations in Africa including the
world's first demonstration using dual-frequency
multiple satellite array (DFMC) receivers by the
ANGA (Africa Augmented Navigation) SBAS Africa
Autonomous Augmentation Space System.

The representative of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization presented an overview of the ongoing
work to review the strategy and the roadmap
emerging from it with regard to GNSS satellite
navigation.
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Recognizing the evolving challenges faced
bytheaviationindustry, MIDANPIRG/21focused
on identifying MID Region Air Navigation
Priorities and Targets, the harmonization of
the National Air Navigation Plans across the
region, using the ASBU mechanism, as well
as supporting the training and Competency-
Based Training and Assessment (CBTA),
increasing the level of PBN implementation, the
sustainability of the flight procedure program,
the dissemination of the A-CDM across the
airports in the region and facing the GNSS
disruption particularly in the MID region.

The 11th meeting of RASG and the 21th
meeting of MIDANPIRG provided a valuable
platform for the aviation community in the
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Middle East region to come together and
address critical safety issues. The discussions
underscored the commitment of member states
to continuous improvement, collaboration, and
harmonization. By sharing best practices,
identifying emerging risks, and promoting a
regional approach to safety, these meetings
have laid a strong foundation for enhancing
aviation safety in the Middle East. The
outcomes of RASG/11 and MIDANPIRG/21 will
contribute significantly to the region's efforts
in aligning with global aviation standards and
ensuring the well-being of passengers and the
sustainable growth of the aviation industry.




Activities

20,

Issue 54
March 2024 I

ACAO participating to the ICAO RASG/11 MIDANPIRG/21 Meetings

The 11th meeting of the Regional Aviation
Safety Group (RASG/11) and the 21st meeting
of the Planification & Implementation Regional
Group (MIDANPIRG/21) took place from 4th
to 8th March 2024 in Abu Dhabi, UAE. These
meetings provided a platform for aviation
experts, regulators, and industry professionals
to collaborate, share best practices, and
address key challenges in ensuring aviation
safety in the Middle East region. With safety
as the top priority, the discussions focused
on enhancing safety measures, addressing
emerging risks, and promoting harmonization
among airspaces of member states. The both
meetings RASG/11 & MIDANPIRG/21 have
been conducted simultaneously, in plenary
sessions and dedicated meetings.

During the plenary session, an overview
has been provided on several subjects as the
Air Navigation Commission (ANC) review of
the MIDANPIRG/20 and RASG-MID/10 Report
during the fifth meeting of its 224th Session,
the Global Aviation Safety and Air Navigation
developments, the Outcomes of CAPSCA/11
Meeting, MIDANPIRG Enhancement Program
(MEP), the Regional Projects (MENA-RSOO

& MENA ARCM), the Air Navigation Subjects
of interest to RASG-MID including RVSM
operations and Monitoring and the GNSS
Interference.

RASG/11

RASG/11 commenced with an overview
of the progress made in implementing the
Regional Aviation Safety Plan (RASP) and
an update on the ongoing work for the
development of the GASP 26-28. Participants
acknowledged the efforts made by member
states to enhance safety standards and
promote a culture of continuous improvement.
Key initiatives discussed were developed to
face the operational safety risks, organizational
issues and emerging risks such as UAS and
manned VTOL-capable aircraft, Artificial
intelligence (Al) in Aviation and digitalization
in the aviation field. It included also, the
development of a risk-based approach to
safety oversight, implementation of safety
management systems, and the use of data-
driven strategies for safety enhancement.

MIDANPIRG/21
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The thirty-ninth meeting of the Civil Aviation Security Committee

of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization

The Civil Aviation Security Committee of the
Arab Civil Aviation Organization organized the
thirty-ninth session in Rabat, the Kingdom of
Morocco, during the period from 5 to 7 March 2024.
This session witnessed the participation of 8 civil
aviation security officials representing 5 member
states of the organization.

The topic of developments related to civil
aviation security and the challenges posed by
the increase in regional conflict areas, especially
with regard to cyber security, risk assessment
and drone threats, formed the core of discussion
and deliberation among the participants during
this session. The committee discussed the follow-
up of the implementation of the program, its work

priorities, and the technical support and assistance
program. and capacity building activities for
the benefit of Member States. The committee
also approved the human capacity building and
development program for the year 2024.

During this session, the Committee approved
the organization’s operational plan for the period
2025-2026.
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The twenty-sixth meeting of the Environment Committee in the field of civil

aviation was held in Marrakesh

The Committee for Environmental Protection in
the Field of Civil Aviation at the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization held its twenty-sixth session in the
city of Marrakesh, Kingdom of Morocco, during
the period extending from February 28 to March
1, 2024.

17 environment officials representing 10
member states of the organization, in addition to
the Arab Air Transport Association, participated in
this meeting.

The topic of developments related to
environmental protection in the field of civil
aviation at the Arab and regional levels, especially
topics related to aviation fuel, and the challenges
imposed by some relevant laws, formed the core of

discussion and deliberation among the participants
during this session.

The committee also discussed, in particular, the
follow-up of the implementation of the program and
priorities of the committee’s work and the technical
support and assistance program. and capacity
building activities for the benefit of Member States.

During this session, the Committee approved
the organization’s operational plan for the period
2025-2026.
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Training course on “Rules for issuing air transport permits

and how to apply them”

A training course was held at the headquarters
of the organization’s general administration in
Rabat on “Rules for issuing air transport permits
and how to apply them” during the period from
February 26 to March 1, 2024.

15 participants from member states (the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the State of Libya, the
Islamic Republic of Mauritania and the Kingdom of
Morocco) participated in the course, which lasted
for five days, and was moderated by lecturer Dr.
Salman Ali Muhammad Al-Masry.

The course aimed to introduce participants to
the methods of managing air transport licenses,

as well as to understand the management of
allocating the time slot for air traffic to aircraft SLOT
ALLOCATION, and to acquire basic knowledge
about the operating documents required for
flights, the distinction between commercial and
non-commercial flights, and it also touched on
introducing participants to new technology and
new developments in the field. Allocating the
period for air movement of aircraft at airports SLOT
ALLOCATION.
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The Second Arab Forum for Environmental Protection

in the Civil Aviation Industry

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization, with the
support of the Ministry of Transport and Logistics
of the Kingdom of Morocco (General Directorate
of Civil Aviation), organized the Second Arab
Forum for Environmental Protection in the Civil
Aviation Industry, on February 26 and 27, 2024 in
Marrakesh, Kingdom of Morocco.

The forum aimed to discuss ways to enhance
a sustainable and environmentally friendly air
transport system in the Arab region by discussing
topics related to environmental protection,
especially:

The ambitious goal of reducing carbon dioxide
emissions from international aviation to zero.

Implementation of the Carbon Offsetting and
Reduction Scheme (CORSIA) and the National
Carbon Emissions Abatement Program (SAP).

Sustainable aviation fuels, low carbon aviation
fuels and clean aviation fuels.

Technologies, noise, local air quality,
international cooperation and capacity building.

Environmentally friendly airports, noise and
local air quality.

Strengthening  regional
capacity  building.

cooperation  and

About 100 participants representing aviation
authorities, airports, airlines and stakeholders
from Arab countries, in addition to experts from
international and regional organizations and
manufacturers, participated in the forum.
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our countries and meets the aspirations of our
peoples for progress and prosperity,” adding, “The
outcomes of these meetings and the effectiveness
of their implementation are our responsibilities as
member states, and our Arab League is only a
reflection of our joint work."

In a speech by His Excellency Mr. Ahmed
Aboul Gheit, Secretary-General of the League
of Arab States, he referred to the dangerous
regional and international conditions that the
region is going through, especially in the Gaza
Strip since last October 7, and the genocidal
crimes that the Palestinian people are exposed to,
committed by the Israeli occupation forces amid
their helplessness. International encouraged the
occupation to continue its crimes.

Aboul Gheit stressed the importance of the
Council developing an urgent action plan with a
specific time horizon to implement the content of
the humanitarian response document submitted
by the State of Palestine, which includes various
humanitarian, economic and social fields in all
Palestinian territories, and aims to alleviate the
severity of the humanitarian and living difficulties
that the Palestinians suffer from. On a daily basis.

He also explained that the increasing
frequency of crises has made Arab priorities focus
at the current stage on saving the present and
reducing losses instead of looking to the future,
which requires greater cooperation and solidarity
between Arab countries to solve problems through
collective action at all levels.

In detail, the agenda of the Council’s discussions
included the report of the Secretary-General of the
Arab League, the follow-up of the implementation of
the decisions of the (112) session of the Economic
and Social Council, the activity of the General
Secretariat between the two sessions of the
Council (112-113), and the economic and social
file of the Council of the League of Arab States
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at the summit level in its 33rd regular session in
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Bahrain scheduled
for May 2024, In addition to Arab-international
cooperation in the social and development fields,
the session’s agenda also touched on the Greater
Arab Free Trade Area, developments in the Arab
Customs Union, investment in Arab countries, the
two agreements on the common Arab market for
electricity, and the unified Arab economic report for
the year 2024, in addition to the Arab agreement
to exchange Exemption from taxes and customs
duties on the activities and equipment of the Arab
Air Carrier - amended.

The attendees also discussed the Tunisian
Republic's proposal to establish the Arab
Housing and Development Bank, in addition to an
updated mechanism to oblige specialized Arab
organizations to implement the decisions of the
Economic and Social Council, as well as topics
received from the Arab Organization for Agricultural
Development, which include the progress of work
in the Arab Aquaculture Strategy (2018-2037).
Following up on the implementation of the Arab
Strategy for Sustainable Management of Pastoral
Resources (2020-2040), the progress of work in
the Sustainable Arab Agricultural Development
Strategy (2020-2030), and following up on the
implementation of the Sustainable Program for
Arab Food Security.

The draft agenda also included topics related
to joint Arab organizations and institutions,
reports and decisions of ministerial councils and
committees, and also the topic presented by
the Arab Civil Aviation Organization under the
item “News of Action,” related to expanding the
membership of Arab countries in the Council of the
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAQO).
And the International Organization's Air Navigation
Committee issued a decision urging Arab countries
that have not ratified Protocols (50A) and (56) of
the Chicago Convention to expedite ratification.



Activities

Issue 54
March 2024 I

The Greater Arab Free Trade Area and the developments of the Arab Customs
Union “at the forefront of the meetings of the Economic and Social Council

On Thursday, February 15, 2023, the meeting
of the 113th session of the Economic and Social
Council at the ministerial level was held at the
headquarters of the General Secretariat of the
League of Arab States, headed by the Jordanian
Minister of Industry, Trade and Supply, Engineer
Youssef Al-Shamali, and with the participation of
the Ministers of Finance, Economy and Trade of the
Arab countries and the Secretary-General of the
League of Arab States, His Excellency Mr. Ahmed
Aboul Gheit.

In his speech, His Excellency the Jordanian
Minister called for accelerating the completion of
the legal infrastructure necessary to complete the
requirements for establishing the Greater Arab Free
Trade Area and establishing the Arab Customs
Union to reach the Arab Common Market.

He explained that the countries and the Arab
League itself are, in the current circumstance,
engaged in another turning point in the

contemporary history of the Arab nation, the most
prominent of which is “economic stress with
profound social consequences,” pointing to the
impact that global and regional crises have on
Arab economies, which have raised inflation rates
and prices and harmed supply chains.

After recalling that the seventy-ninth
anniversary of the founding of the League of Arab
States will come soon (on March 22), he stressed
“the importance of intensifying the efforts of Arab
countries to implement agreed-upon joint Arab
action mechanisms and strengthen the role of the
League’s institutions to achieve Arab interests,
activate commonalities, and protect against current
and future challenges.” Thus meeting the needs of
the Arab person."

Inconclusion, he expressed his hope to produce
results and decisions that “contribute to achieving
Arab economic integration that guarantees
comprehensive and sustainable development for
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The eighth meeting of the Aviation Meteorology Committee

The Arab  Civil Aviation  Organization
participated with a delegation headed by His
Excellency Engineer Abdennebi Manar, Director
General of the Organization, in the eighth meeting
of the Aviation Meteorology Committee, emanating
from the Council of Arab Ministers concerned with
meteorological and climate affairs, which was
held during the period 11-13 February 2024 at
the headquarters of the General Secretariat of the
League of Arab States. With the participation of
representatives of: the United Arab Emirates, the
Kingdom of Morocco, the Arab Republic of Egypt
and the marginal Kingdom of Jordan.

The agendaincluded a discussion of the private
sector’s entry into the aviation and navigation
meteorological system, where the importance
of governance of this entry was emphasized to
ensure that Arab meteorological facilities carry out
their basic roles, with the need for them to be keen
to keep pace with the latest scientific and technical
developments in this field, with the need to adhere
to the standards of the World Meteorological
Organization. In this regard, and in line with the
reference document of the Executive Council of the
Organization entitled “Policy Framework on Public-
Private Cooperation”. All participants stressed the
need to urge the General Secretariat to request
the Arab Civil Aviation Organization to propose
a formula to involve the Aviation Meteorology
Committee in its programs for improvement
packages related to meteorology, due to the
absence of data and reports at the committee level
regarding developments in the implementation
of improvement packages in the civil aviation

system at meteorological facilities. Atmosphere,
which enables the follow-up of performance sub-
indicators and identifying the difficulties they face.

The attendees also discussed the proposal of
the representative of the Arab Republic of Egypt,
which is to establish the Arab Regional Centre
for Space Weather, recalling the important role
played by the Space Weather Centre (SWXC),
which is represented in monitoring space weather
phenomena and providing notifications about
these phenomena that affect high-frequency
wireless communications systems and satellite
communications.  Industrial  navigation and
reconnaissance systems based on the Global
Navigation Satellite System, taking into account the
coverage areas of regional or international space
weather centres.

The meeting concluded that the idea of
establishing the centre requires time for further
study, and reviewing the mechanisms and controls
for establishing the centre, while understanding
and comprehending the benefit of this project for
the Arab countries by decision makers.

It should be noted in this regard that the
recommendations taken at the committee level will
be submitted for approval during the next session
of the Council of Arab Ministers concerned with
meteorological and climate affairs.
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Eighth ICAO Safety Management Panel Working Groups Meeting

From February 6th to 9th, 2024, the
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAQO)
Safety Management Panel eighteen working group
meeting convened at the Brussels Eurocontrol
venue. This gathering served as a pivotal moment
for aviation safety stakeholders to collaborate,
deliberate, and strategize on enhancing safety
management measures within the global aviation
community. One of the key focal points of the
agenda was to discuss updates and proposals
concerning Annex 19 — Safety Management, as
well as the status of Safety Management Manuel.

The panel commenced with a comprehensive
overview provided by the secretariat, offering
insights into the current status of Annex 19 — Safety
Management. Participants engaged in an in-depth
discussion concerning Amendment 2 edition 2
proposals, emphasizing the importance of aligning
safety management practices with evolving
industry standards and regulatory requirements.
Through a that session, attendees gained valuable
updates on the progress made and the challenges
encountered in implementing safety management
frameworks worldwide.

Delving deeper into the core of the agenda,
delegates dedicated significant time to review
and deliberate on the Amendment 2 proposals
pertaining to Annex 19 — Safety Management. With
safety being paramount in aviation operations,
the discussions revolved around refining existing
protocols, introducing innovative strategies,
and addressing emerging safety concerns. The
panelists exchanged best practices, shared case
studies, and deliberated on ways to enhance
collaboration among aviation stakeholders to
ensure a proactive approach towards safety
management.

In line with the overarching objective of

advancing safety management practices, the
meeting split in to 5 Subgroups respectively
SSP, SMS, Safety Management Process, Safety
intelligence and safety Risk management to
assess the status of safety management guidance
material, the Doc 9859 — SMM, 5th edition.
Participants emphasized the need for robust
guidance material that is adaptable to the diverse
operational contexts within the aviation sector.
Through collaborative efforts, the SMP members
reviewed existing guidelines, identified areas
for improvement, and proposed measures to
enhance the accessibility and effectiveness of
safety management processes and resources.
Furthermore, discussions cantered on fostering
a culture of continuous learning and knowledge
sharing to empower aviation professionals with
the necessary tools and insights to mitigate safety
risks effectively.

The ACAO safety Expert, participated as
member of the ICAO SMP in the 8th working group
meeting and provided comments and SME opinion
on the current challenges as merging SSPIA
with USOAP and integration of resilience-based
approach as new area under the activities of that
panel.

The ICAQO Safety Management Panel conducted
at the Brussels Eurocontrol venue from February
6th to 9th, 2024, underscored the collective
commitment of the global aviation community
towards advancing safety management practices.
Through  constructive  dialogues, informed
deliberations, and strategic planning. As aviation
continues to evolve, initiatives such as these play
a pivotal role in safeguarding the integrity and
resilience of the global air transportation system,
ensuring that safety remains paramount in every
aspect of aviation operations.
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significant number of aircraft in the future.

Throughout the past year, 2023, the Arab
Civil Aviation Organization has undertaken the
organization of a series of activities, meetings,
and gatherings. These initiatives garnered
interest and participation from a wide range
of stakeholders, including international and
regional organizations and partners. This
aligns with the goals of the Arab League in
achieving the highest level of cooperation and
coordination among Arab countries and the
global community across all sectors, serving
the overarching interests of the Arab nation.

In light of the joint message of the UN
and the Arab States League, which calls
for advancing economic  opportunities,
acting in a spirit of unity and solidarity, and
promoting peace, security, and stability, the
Organization consistently interacts with the
regional environment and cultivates positive
relationships with its regional and global
counterparts. These include the European
Civil Aviation Conference, the African and
Latin American Civil Aviation Commissions, the
International Civil Aviation Organization, and
other groups and entities with similar goals, in
addition to the forces that are actively involved
on the global scene. The result of this effort
was that in 2023, the Arab world would host
the most significant international civil aviation
events.

Recognizing the pivotal role of air transport
in the pursuit of sustainable development and
aspiring to propel the sector to excellence
on both regional and international fronts, the
Organization consistently formulates and
executes comprehensive plans and agendas.
These initiatives are designed to navigate
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the repercussions of the Covid-19 pandemic,
introducing strategic measures to bolster
the sector, amplify its productivity, fortify its
resilience against crises, and perpetuate its
achievements.

As an integral component of the human
resource capacity-building program, the
Organization, in collaboration with its partners,
which include states, organizations, and
manufacturers, conducted workshops and
training sessions. These events, overseen by
experts and specialists, provided participants
with insights into cutting-edge programs
and concepts, thereby fostering continuous
professional development within the aviation
domain.

Inthe currentyear, the Organization reaffirms
its commitment to conducting continuous
workshops and training sessions addressing
safety, air navigation, transport, aviation
security, and environmental considerations for
personnel within the realm of Arab civil aviation.

The aviation industry is far from a nascent
economic sector; it has weathered numerous
crises throughout its history. Nevertheless,
amidst the challenges, a glimmer of hope
emerges as the industry displays resilience,
rebounding from adversities. Aviation stands
as a distinctive force, seamlessly connecting
people, destinations, cultures, and trade.

On this noteworthy occasion, the Arab
Civil Aviation Organization extends heartfelt
congratulations to the Arab aviation community,
extending best wishes for continued success
to all its members.
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The Arab civil aviation Community celebrates the Arab Civil Aviation Day

The Arab Civil Aviation Community annually
observes the Arab Civil Aviation Day on
February 7th, an occasion that pays tribute to
significant milestones in the rich history of Arab
aviation. This event celebrates distinguished
individuals who have left an indelible mark
on the global civil aviation landscape and
spotlights remarkable achievements within the
sector.

The establishment of the Arab Civil Aviation
Day perfectly aligns with the 28th anniversary
of the official founding of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization. The governing bodies of the
organization and the Economic and Social
Council of the Arab States League endorsed
this momentous occasion. Together, these
commemorations serve as a testament to the
enduring legacy and ongoing contributions of
Arab aviation to the international arena.

This celebration aims to underscore the
awareness of the crucial role of civil aviation
in the social and economic development of
member countries within the organization.
Additionally, it seeks to acquaint individuals
with the significance of the organization's role
in providing civil aviation authorities with a
framework for collaborative action, establishing
a comprehensive plan for civil aviation among
Arab countries to foster its development and

ensure its safety. Furthermore, the celebration
emphasizes enhancing cooperation and
coordination among global nations in the field
of civil aviation, establishing the necessary
foundations for a unified approach. It also
involves efforts to develop and enhance
this sector in a manner that meets the aerial
transportation needs of the Arab nation,
ensuring it is safe, secure, and systematic.

Furthermore, the commemoration of this
day provides an opportunity to contemplate
the prospects for the development of Arab and
regional air transportation. Considering that the
transportation sector is a vital artery in today's
economic life, it is crucial for development
and growth, serving as a fundamental pillar
for international trade, tourism activities, and
acting as a link between various nations
worldwide.

The celebration of this year's Arab Civil
Aviation Day is also an opportune occasion
to highlight the role played by the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization at the regional level. This
role aims to coordinate efforts among Arab
countries within the framework of Arab joint
action, especially following the partial recovery
of the sector from the repercussions of the
COVID-19 pandemic and the growing demand
from airline companies for the acquisition of a
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As this issue of Arab
Aviation Magazine is being
published, airlines have begun
implementing the 2024 summer
flight schedule, which includes
a significant increase in the
number of seats compared to
the same period the previous
year. This follows an impressive
recovery in air transport
activity over the last year,
with passenger revenues per
kilometre increasing by 36%
compared to 2022, accounting
for 94.1% of 2019 levels,
according to the International
Air  Transport  Association
(IATA). In addition, the first
quarter of this year withessed
an increase of 10% compared
to the same period last year.

These indicators are noted
as we reflect on the forecasts

diligently updated by the
International  Civil  Aviation
Organization (ICAO) family

since the onset of the COVID-19

pandemic. These forecasts,
categorized as  optimistic,
moderate, and pessimistic

recovery scenarios, have been
a source of optimism. Presently,
we observe air transport
activity nearing pre-pandemic
levels, with projections to
surpass them before the end

of the current year (4.7 billion
passengers in 2024 compared
to 4.54 billion passengers in
2019).

This optimism also served
as a catalyst for ongoing work
to accelerate the sector's
recovery process, as well as
an opportunity to learn from
the lessons of the pandemic-
related crisis and reconsider
priorities in terms of promoting
digitization ~ and  reducing
the  environmental impact
of air transport activity, and
to incorporate them into the
General  Assembly's  work
programme (42). The Third
Aviation Conference on
Aviation for Alternative and
Low-Carbon Fuels (CAAF 3)
marked a critical milestone in
the adoption of a global and
collective framework aimed
at achieving an ambitious
global vision of reducing CO2
emissions  in  international
aviation by 5% by 2030 using
SAF, LCAF, and other clean
aviation  energies.

Three months after the ICAO
Aviation and Fuel Conference,
within the framework of the
second Changi Conference
held in Singapore, a discussion
session was organized
to assess progress in the
production and utilization of
alternative fuels. The session,
attended by His Excellency
Mr. Salvatore Sciacchitano,
President of the International
Civil  Aviation  Organization
(ICAO) Council, along with
council members, heads and
representatives of civil aviation
authorities, financial institutions,
and fuel-producing companies,
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addressed challenges that may
hinder the aviation sector's
gradual reduction of carbon
emissions over the next twenty-
five vyears.

As part of its current-year

activity program, the Arab
Civil  Aviation  Organization
organized the second
Environmental Protection

Forum in Marrakech at the end
of February. Sustainable fuel
was one of the prominent topics
discussed, where participants
were briefed on legal and
technical developments
related to the production and
use of alternative fuels and
low-emission fuels, as well
as financing and investment
requirements. Notably, current
production levels remain
extremely low, not only in the
Arab region but also globally, as
aviation sector usage remains
at a mere 0.2%.

This forum highlights the
profound importance that the
Arab Civil Aviation Organisation
and its member states place
on participating in international
efforts to produce and use
sustainable fuels. This includes
strengthening institutional,
human, and technical
capacities in Arab countries to
support the implementation of
initiatives aimed at developing
sustainable aviation fuels, low-
carbon aviation fuels, and clean
energies, as well as fostering
regional and international
cooperation for joint initiatives.
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The doors of the "Arab Aviation” Journal and its
website are always open to every participant and reader
who wants to benefit from this scientific space, and
we would be happier to provide your suggestions and
observations, because we will rise and develop with you.
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