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Reports

While Al seems capable of doing most things it
can neither fly a plane nor open an emergency door,
and for many airlines people are their greatest asset.
Which makes the current shortages in nearly every
sector of the industry a worry as we head into the
new year. However fast airlines recruit, the fact is
that people continue to retire or leave the aviation
industry, and that loss of skills and experience will
take decades to be replaced. But for those still in the
industry it’s never been a better time to ask for a pay
increase! And of course, those pay increases translate
into higher air fares and increasing complaints
about the cost of air travel. Now, if only travellers
knew how much (little) profit they provide per trip,
perhaps they would rethink the value of air travel!

Aircraft supply and the ongoing maintenance
issues are not going to go away in 2025 or indeed
perhaps into 2026 in some cases, so airlines will
continue to be as creative as ever in maximising
their networks and revenues. Iberia’s launch of their
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Madrid — Boston A321XLR service this week with
a nine-hour block time may be the start of some
interesting opportunities in the coming years but we
need to settle some outstanding issues first.

And finally, all of this has happened in 2024,
while there are clear signs that demand is coming
slightly off the boil of the post pandemic revenge
spending that drove record levels of revenue in 2023
(albeit with record levels of cost in some cases).
While the appetite for air travel remains, economic
pressures such as the cost of living, increasing
taxation and the constant spectre of geo-political
events will leave most airline and airport CEOs on
high alert for what’s next. This of course leads us
into 2025, and what can we expect coming over the
horizon there? Look out for our look ahead to 2025,
coming soon.




Reports

Across the twenty largest country markets in the
world, half have yet to recover back to 2019 capacity
levels as a combination of geo-political circumstances,
impositions of aviation taxes, and sustainability
pressures impact operations.

Despite growth in capacity of 8.3% in 2024 versus
2023, Germany remains at 17% fewer seats than in
2019 as domestic capacity has halved compared to
2019, while in France a 25% reduction in domestic
capacity is hardly helping the aviation industry in
its broader recovery. In contrast, other European
markets such as Spain and Italy continue their
pandemic recoveries standing at +12.1% and +11.3%
respectively versus 2019.

China’s 10% capacity growth might come as a
surprise to anyone not living in China, given their
economic challenges and ongoing bilateral restrictions
in some markets, but from 2020 the country has
seen an increase in domestic capacity of some 15%
whilst international capacity has fallen by 26%. The
reductions in international capacity are clearly being
felt in traditional overseas markets, Japan, South
Korea, Thailand and to a lesser degree Australia; all
remain with negative capacity versus 2019 and the
Chinese market is the primary factor in those lost
seats.

The Standout Growth Markets in 2024

The standout growth markets in 2024 and indeed
since 2019 have included the normal candidates, who
seem sometimes to defy gravity with their consistent
growth and network developments. The United Arab
Emirates is a clear winner with 15% more capacity
than in 2019 and 10.5% capacity growth year on
year. All the region’s major locally-based airlines are
adding more capacity as fast as supply allows.

India’s market potential is only now being realised,
with two very strong local airlines in Air India and
Indigo - both of which have placed substantial aircraft
orders that will only accelerate growth from a country
with an insatiable appetite for air travel. The power of
Istanbul as a global hub continues to develop and the
Turkish Airlines group are certainly driving more and
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more growth with new destinations added this year
and some 12.3% growth on 2019; with approval for
the operation of three simultaneous runways capacity
at IST will just grow and grow in the coming years.
And perhaps surprisingly Spain is now the largest
European market as 9.4% growth in 2024 has nudged
them ahead of the United Kingdom.

And so, you may ask, with 6.4% growth in
capacity year on year, most markets ahead of pre-
pandemic levels, record profits for some airlines,
new routes being opened, some new aircraft being
delivered and exciting opportunities emerging for the
next few years. Where’s the frustration?

Aircraft Supply, Maintenance Issues and People
Have Impacted Airline Capacity

2024 could have been so much better for the
aviation industry! Only when you take a step back
from the daily numbers and look at the wider global
picture can you see how good it could have been.

Delivery of new aircraft has been a challenge
for various reasons, and in comparison to the initial
expectations of this year the two major manufacturers
are likely to deliver around 30% fewer new aircraft
than they had hoped. The impact of those non-
deliveries has left airlines struggling to operate their
initially planned schedules, making short-notice
cancellations and furloughing staff that had been
recruited on the basis of a full programme being
operated. Short-term lease agreements or extensions
from lessors don’t come cheap when aircraft are in
short supply and that has certainly been the case this
year, with some airlines opting not to lease and cancel
flights rather than operate.

Problems with engine reliability has plagued
Airbus operators with the A350 and A320 issues
causing immense frustration. Indigo Airlines have
some 70 aircraft currently grounded awaiting parts
because of the Pratt & Whitney issues and that rapidly
adds up to around 68,000 “lost” seats per day for the
airline, while in Mexico low-cost airline Volaris is
running at 18% less capacity this year with around
25 aircraft grounded for engine related maintenance.



Reports

struggling to deliver profits for shareholders, despite capacity
having increased by 5.6% compared to 2019. Low-cost airline
capacity has increased by 16% since 2019, creating a scramble
of low-fare capacity whilst carriers such as Delta Air Lines have
consciously maintained domestic capacity at 2019 levels and
avoided much of the need for deep discounting.
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The Economy, Sustainability & Taxation Have Impacted
Capacity

A country’s economic health and the strength of its aviation
market are intrinsically linked, and this is certainly the case in
some European markets as reflected in the table below.
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In Which Regions Has Airline Capacity
Grown?

More optimistically, 2024 has seen continued airline
capacity growth in some parts of the world. Among regional
markets with more than 100 million seats per annum, North
Africa and Upper South America have been standout growth
markets. This is largely due to Colombian capacity increasing
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by 40% compared to 2019, and Egypt reporting over 50%
capacity growth versus 2019, as low-cost airlines such as Air
Cairo, EasyJet and FIlyNAS build their presence in the market.

The sensitivity and careful balance of supply to demand is
always a challenge and in 2024 that has been severely tested
in the US domestic market where a softening of demand
through the course of the year has resulted in some airlines
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Airline Capacity Grew 6.4% in 2024, But Could it Have Been Better?

It's been a frustrating year for the aviation
industry, so in this headline review of 2024 -
the first in a two-part series - we look at how
the industry has shaped up, highlighting some
of the biggest issues it faces. In part two, we’ll
begin to look at what 2025 may hold — Sign
up to our blog notifications to be alerted when
that's published.

Five Years of Lost Capacity and Some
Regions Still Lag Behind

Whilst there are many reasons to be
optimistic about aviation, it's important to
put everything into context and that means
acknowledging that global capacity is only
2.4% higher than in 2019, the last year before
the pandemic closed down the whole global
economy. The table below shows this year’s
total airline capacity compared to 2023 and
2019 so that a 6.4% year on year growth in
capacity is placed into context.

By the end of this year, four regional aviation
markets will still not have returned to their 2019
capacity levels, effectively stagnating in terms
of global connectivity and potentially trade.
These are:

e South East Asia (-13.1%)

e FEastern Europe (-8.6%)

e Southern Africa (-17.0%)

e Southwest Pacific (-4.5%)

Sadly, in two of those regions, geo-political
developments have certainly impacted
capacity; in South East Asia the much-
discussed Chinese international market
recovery lingers, while in Eastern Europe the
ongoing situation in Ukraine is an unfortunate
example of how vulnerable the sector is to
other events, although capacity growth this
year has been more encouraging. Southern
Africa with a 17% reduction in capacity versus
2019 has seen the loss of two of its largest
airlines but ironically from an integrity of service
and financial viability standpoint, is in a better
position than pre-pandemic. In the Southwest
Pacific, modest capacity cuts versus 2019
from a range of airlines including Qantas, Air
New Zealand and Virgin Australia - some of
which are supply and maintenance related -
continue to draw back capacity growth.
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Global Aviation Connectivity Expands Through ICAN 2024 Nearly 500 Air
Transport Agreements Concluded in Malaysia

Member States concluded approximately
500 air service agreements following an
intensive week of negotiations in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia recently during the The International
Civil Aviation Organization’s (ICAQ) 2024 Air
Services Negotiation (ICAN) event.

The event demonstrated strong diplomatic
momentum with 594 bilateral meetings over five
days, bringing together 590 delegates from 80
States. These negotiations will expand global
air connectivity and create new opportunities
for international air transport.

"The substantial outcomes of ICAN 2024
demonstrate the aviation sector's continued
commitment to enhancing global connectivity,"
said ICAO Council President Salvatore
Sciacchitano. "Each agreement signed here
opens new pathways for economic growth and
international cooperation.”

Hosted by Malaysia's Ministry of Transport,
this year's ICAN marked the event's return
to Asia after seven years. The negotiations

focused on establishing new air routes,
expanding capacity, and modernizing existing
agreements to meet current market demands.

Since its inception in 2008, ICAN has
facilitated over 5,000 air service agreements
worldwide, forming the regulatory foundation
that enables international air transport.

These agreements are crucial for:

e Opening new air routes between

countries

e Expanding passenger and
capacity

cargo

e fostering competition and market

access
e Supporting economic development
through  enhanced  connectivity

The next ICAN event is scheduled to take
place in Punta Cana, Dominican Republic, in
December 2025.
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long-term strategic plan. It will require a
fundamental transformation across technology,
operations, partnerships, and financing.
This transformation must extend beyond the
aviation sector, encompassing the energy and
finance industries and impacting numerous
other sectors," Secretary General Salazar
emphasized.

Safety and efficiency challenges

The conference responded to critical safety
and efficiency challenges that are becoming
increasingly urgent as air traffic grows in the
region.

Current regional safety oversight scores fall
below global averages, prompting renewed
commitments to improvement.

Capacity issues were also discussed, with
Council President Sciacchitano highlighting
that "better collaboration between civil and
military operations is essential for optimal use
of airspace and for a more efficient air traffic
management system.”

Several critical technological challenges
were on the agenda. While the region has
completed less than half of the second phase
of its planned digital aeronautical information
systems upgrades, leaders committed to
speeding up this essential work which is
crucial for managing more flights safely and
creating efficient routes that use less fuel and
reduce emissions.

Delegates also urged governments to
take appropriate actions to detect, mitigate,
and report Global Navigation Satellite System
(GNSS) Radio Frequency Interference, which
threatens navigation safety, and share best
mitigation practices.

Additionally, the conference looked at
ensuring the seamless integration of drone
operations into existing airspace and explored
frameworks  for  incorporating  Atrtificial
Intelligence in aviation while maintaining safety
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standards.
Shaping an inclusive future

Building an inclusive aviation workforce
isn't just about equality — it's about securing
our industry's future competitiveness and
innovation," Secretary General Salazar noted.
Leaders acknowledged gender equality in the
air transport system as crucial for the sector to
maintain a sustainable professional workforce,
and achieving sustainable growth requires
harnessing all available talent. The Conference
noted that some States in the Asia and Pacific
Region have taken exemplary steps in gender
equality by adopting policies and issuing
circulars to promote the representation of
women and girls in aviation sector. Despite
progress, women remain  significantly
underrepresented across the aviation sector,
particularly in technical and leadership roles.
In espousal of the Conference theme topic:
“Shaping the Future of Aviation: Sustainable,
Resilient and Inclusive”, the Conference
urged States/Administrations, international
organizations and industry to continue efforts
to improve gender equality, synchronize
efforts to achieve the Strategic Objectives,
goals, programmes, and initiatives of ICAO
to advance international civil aviation in a
sustainable manner.

Looking beyond

Several crucial bilateral and multilateral
meetings took place in parallel to the event. A
donor dialogue brought together 14 partners
and 28 delegates to coordinate implementation
support activities. ICAO also held productive
meetings with Pacific Small Island Developing
States (PSIDS) and conducted discussions on
regulatory capacity development to identify
cooperation priorities for the APAC region.

Japan will host the 2025 conference
in Sendai, focusing on how aviation can
increase economic prosperity while ensuring
environmental sustainability.
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Asia Pacific leaders chart safe and sustainable path for regional aviation boom

As the Asia Pacific region prepares for
unprecedented aviation growth, regional
leaders gathered in Cebu, Philippines to
ensure this expansion happens safely and
sustainably. The 59th Conference of Directors
General of Civil Aviation of the Asia Pacific
Region, attended by 361 aviation leaders,
focused on charting the region’s aviation
growth out to 2050.

"Let me remind you that for some States,
aviation and tourism contribute up to 40% of the
national Gross Domestic Product. Furthermore,
many island States and landlocked States
depend heavily on air transport to connect
to the wider world," ICAO Council President
Salvatore Sciacchitano told delegates in his
opening address.

'Our aim is to create an inclusive global
aviation system that drives sustained economic
growth for all Member States, regardless of
their current level of aviation development,
ICAO Secretary General Juan Carlos Salazar
told delegates.

The recent establishment of an ICAQ liaison
office in Fiji, supported by several partner
countries, will help small island developing
States implement international standards
and fully leverage aviation as a catalyst for

sustainable development.
Environmental action at the forefront

The conference supported global efforts
to achieve net-zero carbon emissions in
international aviation by 2050. This ambitious
target requires fundamental changes in how
aircraft operate and what powers them. Twenty-
four Asia Pacific States, representing 83% of
the region's international flights, are already
tracking their carbon emissions through
CORSIA, the Carbon Offsetting and Reduction
Scheme for International Aviation.

A key focus was scaling up the supply and
use of Sustainable Aviation Fuels (SAF) as a
crucial elementin the decarbonization strategy.
The conference endorsed ICAQ's Global
Framework for SAF, Lower Carbon Aviation
Fuels, and other cleaner aviation energies,
including the Finvest Hub. The Hub is intended
to have multiple important functions: creating
a platform to match aviation decarbonization
projects with potential investors, exploring
innovative funding mechanisms, collaborating
with development banks, and maintaining a
database of funding sources.

"Net zero emissions will be the most
challenging of the six goals in ICAO’s
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The Kuwait Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) Signs Memorandum of
Understanding with its Italian Counterpart

The Kuwait Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) has signed a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) with the Italian Civil
Aviation Authority to enhance cooperation and
training in various technical areas, including
safety, security, and air navigation.

In a statement to the Kuwait News Agency
(KUNA), the DGCA explained that the
agreement aims to facilitate the exchange
of expertise between the two authorities,
contributing to the development of employee
performance and ensuring the required level
of service in civil aviation.

The statement further highlighted that both

parties agreed to coordinate efforts to meet
international obligations, thereby serving the
mutual interests of the two friendly nations.

The President of the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation, Sheikh Hamoud Mubarak Al-
Hamoud Al-daber Al-Sabah, and on behalf of
the ltalian side by the President of the lItalian
Civil Aviation Authority, Pierluigi Di Palma,
signed the MoU on behalf of the Kuwaiti side.
The ltalian Ambassador to Kuwait, Lorenzo
Morini, and a representative from Kuwait’s
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Khaled Al-Mukhyal,
attended the signing ceremony.
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Boeing announces intention to raise up to $25 bn

US aircraft manufacturer Boeing on Tuesday
unveiled measures meant to replenish its cash
flow, including its intention to raise up to $25
billion, as it navigates recurrent production
problems and a major US strike.

The company said it could raise the money
via securities such as shares or bonds,
according to a regulatory document.

It also earlier announced that it was in an
agreement to obtain $10 billion in credit from
multiple banks.

The moves come amid a worker strike by
the International Association of Machinists and
Aerospace Workers, who walked off the job on
September 13 after overwhelmingly rejecting a
contract offer.

The direct financial impact of the first month
of the strike cost Boeing more than $3 billion,
according to Anderson Economic Group.

Last week the company said it planned to
cut 10 percent of its workforce as it projected
a large third-quarter loss, in the wake of the
strike by some 33,000 workers in the Seattle
region.

The work stoppage has only added to the
company's litany of problems.

Boeing sank into further turmoil in January
when a window blew out mid-flight on an Alaska
Airlines plane, necessitating an emergency
landing on a 737 MAX, the aircraft involved in
two fatal crashes in 2018 and 2019.

That led to the Federal Aviation
Administration tightening oversight of Boeing's
production processes, capping the company's
output. Production on the MAX is now halted
due to the IAM strike.- The Peninsula Qatar
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decisions from the previous meeting (MID-
RASFG/3), developing regional and global
aviation security capabilities, discussing
aviation security policy and counter-terrorism
measures, improving  airport  security
procedures through advanced technology,
examining the impact of aviation-related
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legislation on public security, and reviewing
Saudi Arabia's experience in quality control
and compliance with international security
standards.
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Saudi Arabia Hosts Fourth Middle East Regional Aviation Security and
Facilitation Group Meeting

General Authority of Civil Aviation (GACA)
President Abdulaziz Al-Duailej inaugurated
today in Riyadh the fourth meeting of the
Middle East Regional Aviation Security and
Facilitation Group (MID-RASFG/4) aimed
at strengthening regional cooperation and
exchanging expertise in aviation security and
travel facilitation.

Speaking at the opening of the two-
day meeting, co-hosted by GACA and the
International  Civil  Aviation  Organization
(ICAO) Middle East Regional Office, Al-Duailej
emphasized Saudi Arabia's commitment
to implementing ICAO international
standards and highlighted the Kingdom's
significant achievements in this area. These
accomplishments include the introduction of
the highly secure Saudi electronic passport,
participation in the Public Key Directory, and
the use of advanced technologies like big data

and artificial intelligence to enhance inspection
and monitoring operations.

Al-Duailej highlighted the Kingdom's
commitment to aviation  security, as
demonstrated by its 94.4% compliance rate
in the ICAQ aviation safety audit report, 100%
compliance with Annex 9 to the Chicago
Convention standards, and a seventh-place
ranking among G20 countries in aviation
security.

Saudi Arabia presented a unified air travel
requirements initiative aimed at creating a
standardized global health framework for
aviation in an effort to facilitate travel, unify
health information protocols, and protect
traveler health and safety.

The meeting will address key topics such
as following up on recommendations and
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Saudi Arabia to invest $100 billion in aviation sector by 2030

The General Civil Aviation Authority of Saudi
Arabia (GCAA) has concluded its participation
in the 35th General Assembly of the African
Civil Aviation Commission (AFACAC) in the
Republic of Congo Brazzaville.

During the main session, Executive Vice
President for Air Transport and International
Cooperation Ali bin Mohammed Rajab
presented the achievements of the sector's
national strategy and the role of the General
Authority of Civil Aviation in consolidating the
Kingdom's position as a global logistics centre
connecting the countries of the world through
investments worth $100 billion and transporting
330 million passengers, 4.5 million tons of air
freight, and 250 international destinations by
2030.

He pointed out that passenger traffic from
Africa to the Kingdom witnessed strong growth
during the first eight months of 2024, with a
growth rate of 23% compared to the same
period in 2023, according to the Saudi Press
Agency (SPA).

He highlighted the Saudi Civil Aviation
Environmental Sustainability Program
(CAESP), which aims to promote sustainable
aviation practices. This program confirms
the Kingdom's commitment to reducing
greenhouse gas emissions and climate change
and reducing the carbon footprint resulting
from civil aviation activities.

He reviewed the Kingdom's support for
the initiatives of international organizations
and bodies, including ICAQO's “Leave No
Country Behind” initiative, and its contribution
to supporting and promoting global aviation
to achieve compliance with international
aviation standards, especially in the areas of
safety, air navigation efficiency and capacity,
security, and environmental preservation for all
member states that need support, noting that
the Africa-Indian Ocean AFI plan and the AFI
SECFAL plan represent two key frameworks
to enhance aviation capabilities and enhance
security across the region.

He emphasized that the Kingdom will
continue to support these plans significantly
and commit to working with AFCAC, member
states, and all its international partners to
develop a safe, sustainable, efficient and
environmentally friendly civil aviation industry
in African countries, and ensure that all states
participate fully in the global aviation system;
paving the way for a brighter future for civil
aviation globally.

The 35th General Assembly of the African
Civil Aviation Commission (AFCAC) took place
in the Republic of Congo Brazzaville from
November 26-29, in the presence of AFCAC
President Silas Odahmeko and AFCAC
Secretary General Adefunke Adeyemi, with
the participation of heads of civil aviation
authorities of African member states and
representatives of the African Union (AU).
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Civil Aviation Accident and Incident Investigation Unit signs memorandum to
join MENA ARCM

Qatar's Civil Aircraft Accident and Incident
Investigation Unit (CAIU) has signed a
multilateral Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) to join the Middle East and North Africa
Regional Cooperation Mechanism (MENA
ARCM).

The MoU was signed by Mr. Ali Rashid Al
Kuwari, Head of the Civil Aircraft Accident and
Incident Investigation Unit, on the sidelines
of the sixth meeting of the MENA ARCM
Committee, which was held in Abu Dhabi,
United Arab Emirates.

The MoU aims to enhance areas of

cooperation between the parties to share their
available knowledge and expertise to make
the investigation of civil aircraft accidents and
incidents more effective, as well as using the
results of investigations and safety research to
improve aviation safety.

Under the MoU, the parties will cooperate
in the investigation of aircraft accidents and
incidents, investigation training, and the
exchange of information and experience,
consistent with the rules and recommendations
referred to in Annex 13 of the Chicago
Convention. -Ministry of Transport
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Youth session reviews youth empowerment and gender balance in aviation
security as part of ICAO Security Week 2024

Based on the Civil Aviation Authority's interest
in engaging youth in various fields of civil aviation,
and under the umbrella of the “ICAO Security Week
2024 and High Level Ministerial Meeting," which is
hosted by the Sultanate of Oman during the period
(9-12 December 2024), the youth session entitled
"Youth Empowerment: Achieving Gender Balance
in Aviation Security", with the participation of a
group of officials, experts, and youth working and
interested in the aviation sector.

H.E. Salvatore Scacchitano, President of the
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAQ)
Council, H.E. Juan Carlos Salazar, Secretary-
General of ICAO, attended the session, H.E.
Engineer Naif bin Ali bin Hamad Al Abri, President
of the Civil Aviation Authority. H.E. Abdulaziz
bin Abdullah Al Dailej, President of the General
Authority of Civil Aviation in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia. Engineer Abdulnabi Manar, Director
General of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization.
Her Excellency Mahra Al-Falasi, Vice President of
the Aviation Youth Council.

Ms. Ahlam bint Abdullah Al Jahdhami, CEO
of Eastern Airways. In addition to Her Excellency
Anita Ajayi-Namachi, Ghana's representative on
the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAQ)
Council.

The session focused on 4 main themes: (the
role of youth in civil aviation security, discussing
the challenges facing women in the sector), and
(the importance of achieving gender balance in
aviation security). It also discussed the challenges
and opportunities facing youth in aviation security
and reviewed a number of success stories. In
addition to (promoting gender balance in the
aviation sector).

It is worth mentioning that the Sultanate of
Oman, represented by the Civil Aviation Authority,
is hosting the “ICAO 2024 Security Week and
High Level Ministerial Meeting”, which is one of
the most prominent international events in the civil
aviation sector. The Sultanate of Oman's hosting
of this event emphasizes its firm commitment to
strengthening the security of civil aviation globally
and consolidating its position as a strategic partner
in developing this vital sector. The Civil Aviation
Authority also seeks to empower youth and engage
them in various fields related to the sector by
allocating youth sessions in all international events
hosted by Oman, in line with Oman's Vision 2040,
which places youth at the centre of its priorities to
achieve sustainable development and shape the
future.
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pays great attention to the civil aviation sector
as part of Oman's Vision 2040 to develop the
transportation and logistics sector and make
it a source of national income. He pointed to
the percentage achieved by the Sultanate
of Oman in the ICAO Air Safety Compliance
Index, where it achieved 96% and ranked fifth
in the world in this field after it was in 134th
place three years ago.

His Excellency Salvatore Sciacchitano,
Chairman of the Council of the International
Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), emphasized
during his speech at the meeting the necessity
of continuing innovation and development
to address existing and emerging threats,
committing to enhancing aviation security and
cybersecurity, and fostering global cooperation
in protecting critical infrastructure.

Meanwhile, His Excellency Juan Carlos
Salazar, Secretary General of ICAQ, affirmed
that this week and the adoption of the Muscat
Declaration represent a significant turning
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point in the journey of aviation security. He
highlighted that the member states of the
organization have reaffirmed their strong and
ongoing commitment to ensuring the safety
and security of civil aviation globally. His
Excellency also underscored that international
cooperation is a fundamental pillar in
addressing the increasing security threats
and stressed the importance of continuously
enhancing and sustaining aviation security in
the coming years.

The ministerial meeting was an important
strategic platformto discussthe challengesand
opportunities faced by the civil aviation sector
globally. It is an excellent opportunity for the
Sultanate of Oman to highlight its achievements
in the field of aviation security, especially in the
field of training and qualification, thanks to the
Omaniexpertise accredited by ICAQ. It will also
contribute to strengthening Oman's position
as an international partner in promoting and
supporting civil aviation security at the global
level.
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In conjunction with Oman's hosting of ICAO Security Week 2024, the Civil
Aviation Authority (CAA) hosts the high-level ministerial meeting

In a significant step towards building
stronger international cooperation in the field
of security and contributing to the development
of global policies that ensure the safety and
security of the civil aviation industry worldwide,
the Sultanate of Oman, represented by the Civil
Aviation Authority, hosted today the High-Level
Ministerial Meeting on Civil Aviation Security
organized by the International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAQ). This event coincides with
the ICAO Security Week 2024 at the Oman
Convention and Exhibition Centre.

The meeting, attended by 800 participants
including ministers, government officials,
heads of civil aviation authorities, international
and regional organizations, experts, and
specialists from airlines, airports, and
security companies, aimed to adopt the
‘Muscat Declaration® on aviation security
and cybersecurity. This declaration focuses
on key aviation security issues such as
cybersecurity and the protection of critical
aviation infrastructure. It represents a crucial
step in setting global aviation security priorities

in preparation for the 42nd session of the ICAO
Assembly, scheduled for September next year.

The meeting highlighted a number of
important topics, including (aviation security
in light of global crises) where they discussed
the impact of crises such as the COVID-19
pandemic on security measures at airports and
how to integrate health measures with security
measures, and(cybersecurity ) to protect
aviation technical systems from cyber-attacks
andsetinternational standardstoaddressthese
threats. (Intelligence cooperation) with the aim
of enhancing the exchange of information
between countries on security threats by
establishing regional and international centres
to coordinate efforts. In addition to (Innovation
in Security Technologies), the role of artificial
intelligence and biometric analysis inimproving
the efficiency of security systems at airports
and airplanes was highlighted.

In this regard, H.E. Eng. Saeed bin Hamoud
Al Maouli, Chairman of the Civil Aviation
Authority, said: “The government of Oman
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economically viable civil aviation network and
an air transport framework that emphasizes
economic policies and supporting activities.
Additionally, environmental protection s
pursued by reducing the harmful environmental
impacts of civil aviation activities.

The second event (International Civil
Aviation Day), which falls on December 7 of
each year, comes under the slogan "Innovation
and Sustainability in Aviation", with the aim of
promoting awareness of the importance of civil
aviation in social and economic development
and its role in achieving understanding and
peace between countries. The date was
chosen in connection with the signing in 1944
of the Chicago Convention, which established
the legal framework for cooperation in the
field of international civil aviation. The United
Nations General Assembly declared the day in
1996 at the initiative of the International Civil
Aviation Organisation (ICAO).

This year also marks the 50th anniversary
of the adoption of Annex XVII of the Chicago
Convention, which focuses on enhancing the
security of civil aviation globally. The Annex
was adopted in 1974 in response to the
growing threats to aviation, setting international
standards for the implementation of security
measures at all stages of air operations. The
Annex has achieved achievements that have
contributed to enhancing aviation security and
emphasized the importance of international
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cooperation between member states, airlines,
and airports. In addition to discussing future
challenges such as cybersecurity and drones,
it reinforced the international community's
commitment to applying common security
standards to ensure the safety of millions of
passengers and cargo on a daily basis.

On these three occasions, His Excellency
Eng. Nayef bin Ali Al Abri, Chairman of the Civil
Aviation Authority, stated that the Sultanate
of Oman seeks to actively participate and
contribute alongside member states in
advancing the progress of international civil
aviation towards growth and prosperity. He
emphasized that the civil aviation sector is one
of the fundamental pillars of comprehensive
development for all countries worldwide. Last
year, the Sultanate of Oman marked 50 years
since its accession to the International Civil
Aviation Organization (ICAO) in 1971.

Itisnoteworthythatthe Civil Aviation Authority
is working to enhance close cooperation with
member states of the organization to achieve
common goals, particularly in the areas of
aviation safety, environmental protection,

and innovation in the aviation industry. Oman
is among the active participants in ICAQ’s
activities, which strengthens its position as
a leading regional aviation hub in the Middle
East.
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Civil Aviation Authority joins the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO)

in celebrating 3 global events

Coinciding with the hosting of the Aviation
Security Week 2024 by the Sultanate of Oman
and the high-level ministerial meeting, the
Civil Aviation Authority organized a ceremony
today in celebration of International Civil
Aviation Day. The event also marked the 80th
anniversary of the founding of the International
Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) and the
50th anniversary of the adoption of Annex 17.
The ceremony was held under the patronage
of His Excellency Engineer Naif bin Ali Al Abri,
Chairman of the Civil Aviation Authority, and
attended by the President of the ICAO Council,
alongside several government officials,
including ministers, heads of civil aviation
authorities, representatives from international
and regional organizations, airlines, airports,
and specialized security companies.

The event included visual presentations for
the three different occasions, during which the
history and achievements of the International
Civil  Aviation Organization (ICAO) were
showcased. Established in 1944, ICAO was
created to manage and regulate the affairs

of the International Civil Aviation Convention
(Chicago Convention) and has 193 member
states. Among the organization's strategic
objectives is the improvement of global civil
aviation safety, focusing primarily on the
regulatory oversight capabilities of member
states.

Additionally, ICAO aims to enhance the
capacityandefficiencyofthe globalcivilaviation
network. Although this strategic objective is
functionally and organizationally linked to
safety, it primarily focuses on modernizing
air navigation, airport infrastructure, and
developing new procedures to optimize the
performance of the aviation network. The Global
Air Navigation Plan outlines the main activities
for the next three years. Other objectives
include security and facilitation, which involve
enhancing global civil aviation security and
facilitation. This strategic objective reflects the
need for ICAO’s leadership in aviation security,
facilitation, and related border security matters.
Economic development of air transport is also
among ICAQ’s goals, promoting a safe and
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Dr. AlHefnialso emphasized the importance
of this international gathering as a platform for
fostering cooperation and strengthening global
efforts among member states. He noted the
rapid development of cybersecurity threats,
particularly with the industry's growing reliance
on electronic systems, which underscores the
need for enhanced protection of civil aviation
infrastructure. He explained that the objectives
of ICAO during this week included developing
and discussing the Global Aviation Security
Plan 2024 (GASeP), a roadmap designed to
help adhere to recommended standards and
practices for aviation security.

This includes the establishment of a
comprehensive method for assessing threats
and risks across all security measures to be
observed and implemented, as well as the
promotion of a culture of security awareness
among all personnel. The Minister of Civil
Aviation emphasized the need to enhance the
skills of the human workforce, recognizing it
as the cornerstone of any industry, particularly
civil aviation. He highlighted the necessity for
all employees to be professionally qualified
and trained in accordance with international
standards to achieve the sustainable
development of the industry.
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The Riyadh Declaration (2016) marked
the beginning of the journey towards the
Global Aviation Security Plan, followed by the
Declaration of the Africa Regional Aviation
Security Plan, approved in Sharm EI-Sheikh
in 2017. These declarations underscore the
importance of cooperation among all countries
to address various threats to aviation security
and to unite in overcoming challenges,
necessitating close and  constructive
collaboration to advance this vital sector.

It is noteworthy that ICAO Week 2024
features a series of sessions addressing
security, sustainability, and other crucial topics.
The workshops aim to exchange views on the
complex, dynamic nature of balancing security
requirements with sustainability objectives
in the aviation sector. By drawing on the
experiences of experts and industry leaders,
participants can explore scientific approaches,
discuss challenges, and identify opportunities
to establish a secure future for global air travel.
This includes addressing emerging issues,
such as the protection of critical infrastructure,
unmanned aircraft systems, remote sensing,
and cybersecurity within the aviation sector.
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The Minister of Civil Aviation in his speech during the high-level ministerial

meeting in Oman

The conference marks a significant step in
defining the global priorities of the civil aviation
industry, coinciding with preparations for the
42nd session of the ICAO General Assembly,
scheduled for September next year. It serves
as a crucial platform supporting international
efforts to enhance member states' capabilities
in developing innovative solutions to protect
aviation infrastructure, particularly in light of
the increasing reliance on electronic systems.

The Egyptian delegation, led by Dr.
Sameh Al Hefni, Minister of Civil Aviation,
participated in the activities of ICAO Security
Week 2024, hosted by the Sultanate of Oman.
The delegation included Amr Al-Shargawi,
President of the Civil Aviation Authority, and
Engineer Yasser Abdul-Halim, head of the
Central Aviation Security Administration. The
event saw the participation of over 600 officials,
specialists, and experts from various member
states, international organizations, and bodies,
along with several transport ministers and
heads of civil aviation authorities.

During his speech on the third day of the
conference, Dr. Sameh Al Hefni expressed
his delight in participating in the high-level
ministerial meeting of the Muscat Declarationon
International Aviation Security. He highlighted
the conference's importance in strengthening
the Sultanate of Oman's international standing
in civil aviation. Dr. Al Hefni pointed out critical
issues affecting international security and
emphasized the necessity of setting priorities
in preparation for the upcoming ICAO General
Assembly session.

He stressed that the civil aviation industry
requires collective efforts from all nations
to uphold security and safety standards,
as outlined in the Chicago Convention on
International Civil Aviation, 1944, and its
amendments. Dr. Al Hefni underscored
the need to address challenges through
coordinated policies, sharing best practices,
and experiences to promote and sustain the
air transport industry, ensuring safe, regular,
and advanced flights for passengers.
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NASA awards $11.5 million to 5 studies with low-emission airplane designs

NASA is seeking to develop a new
generation of low-emission commercial
aircraft that would provide a more efficient and
sustainable means of travel.

According to a statement from NASA, the
space agency has commissioned five new
design studies as part of its Advanced Aircraft
Concepts for Environmental Sustainability
(AACES) 2050 initiative.  Organizations
contributing to the new aircraft design
concepts include Boeing's Aurora Flight
Sciences, Electra Aerospace, Georgia Institute
of Technology, aerospace startup JetZero, and
Pratt & Whitney.

Bob Pierce, associate administrator of
NASA's Flight Research Directorate, said in
the statement: “Through initiatives like AACES,
NASA is positioned to harness a wide range of
perspectives on how to further increase aircraft
efficiency, reduce aviation's environmental
impact, and enhance U.S. technological
competitiveness in the 2140s and 50s and
beyond.

The awards to support the five NASA-
funded studies are worth $11.5 million, and
each organization offers unique expertise
in next-generation aircraft concept design,
ranging from alternative fuel sources to
propulsion technologies and aerodynamic

vehicle design.

Pierce said in the statement: “As a leader
in sustainable aviation R&D in the U.S., these
awards are just one example of how we bring
together the best ideas and most innovative
concepts from the private sector, academia,
research agencies and other stakeholders to
pioneer the future of aviation.”

Aurora Flight Sciences' field of study will
examine alternative aviation fuels, propulsion
systems, aerodynamic technologies and
aircraft configurations, and the Electra-led
team will explore electric propulsion as well
as unique aerodynamic design features of the
aircraft's main body and wings that will help
reduce emissions and noise.

Georgia Institute of Technology researchers
will focus on sustainability technologies,
including alternative fuels, propulsion systems
and aircraft configurations, while JetZero will
explore technologies that enable the use of
cryogenic liquid hydrogen as a fuel source
to reduce global greenhouse gas emissions,
and Pratt & Whitney's area of study will
include propulsion technologies in aviation,
focusing on improving thermal and propulsive
efficiency to reduce fuel consumption and
global greenhouse gas emissions.
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Airbus President: Delivering 770 aircraft before the end of 2024 is a ‘difficult

Airbus CEO Guillaume Faury said meeting the
770-plane deliveries target this year will be a race
against time in the final weeks as the aircraft maker
strives to reach an already reduced target, he said
in an interview in Brussels where he was attending
a conference.

Faury said in an interview in Brussels, where
he was attending a conference: ‘There have been
many years where we have been able to reach
(the deliveries target) at the last minute,’” he said in
an interview in Brussels, where he was attending
a conference. The target of 770 aircraft is still our
reference, we are working towards it, and hopefully
we will reach it.’

Airbus supply chain

For next year, Faury said the aircraft maker
would decide on an annual production target ‘as
soon as possible’, after Airbus lowered its 2024
target earlier in the year. Aircraft deliveries are a
closely monitored indicator, providing insight into
the company’s production processes and the
integrity of the supply chain.

Fourie said the factors that will determine
the target would depend on the ability of engine
makers to supply their components, as well as

task’

supplier Spirit AeroSystem Holdings increasing
the sizes of the so-called ‘Section 15’, the central
composite part of the fuselage for the wide-body
Airbus A350.

On more than one occasion, Airbus has warned
that supply chain bottlenecks and engine-related
issues are preventing the company from ramping
up production to the levels it was aiming for. In
June, the European aircraft maker cut its delivery
forecast to 770 units from 800 and delayed the
timetable by a year to ramp up production of the
popular A320neo family of single-aisle aircraft to
75 units per month.

Fourie also said he was optimistic that potential
tariffs imposed by President-elect Donald Trump’s
administration would not hurt the company.

He continued: ‘We all depend on each other;
we benefit from each other. If you put tariffs in this
ecosystem, you hurt everyone, especially if there
is retaliation. So | think it shouldn’t happen in the
first place.’

However, if tariffs are imposed, ‘we will have
to adapt and respond, but | don’t see a benefit to
anyone from doing that,” he said.
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and support project implementation, bringing
us closer to our environmental goals. At the
same time, we continue to work on advancing
all aspects of the net zero framework."

The IRENA Director-General Francesco La
Camera added: “We are delighted to partner
with ICAQO to mobilize investment in renewable
energy and decarbonization projects in the
aviation industry. Through the IRENA Energy
Transition  Accelerator Financing (ETAF)
Platform, we find climate finance solution
dedicated to advancing the global energy

Issue 57
December 2024 I

transition by facilitating investment. The global
energy transition needs all hands on deck and
this cooperation is a clear expression of it.”

ICAO will continue its advocacy and
outreach efforts, organizing dialogues with
States and stakeholders to address financing
needs, support project implementation, and
identify opportunities to increase access
to public and private capital for aviation
decarbonization  projects.




Aviation news

Issue 57
December 2024 I

ICAO and IRENA join forces to accelerate access to financing and

implementation of aviation decarbonization projects

In a crucial step towards achieving the
aviation sector's goal of net-zero carbon
emissions by 2050, the International Civil
Aviation  Organization (ICAO) and the
International Renewable Energy Agency
(IRENA) have signed a landmark agreement to
boost financing opportunities for sustainable
aviation fuels (SAF) and other cleaner aviation
energy projects.

The Memorandum of Cooperation signed by
ICAO Secretary General Juan Carlos Salazar
and IRENA Director General Francesco La
Cameraatthe G20 Energy Ministerialmeetingin
Foz do Iguacgu, Brazil, will allow the exploration
of pathways to operationalize the ICAO Finvest
Hub by facilitating the identification of financial
resources for scaling up SAF, Lower Carbon
Aviation Fuels (LCAF), and other cleaner
energy solutions.

"The aviation clean energy transition is
fundamental to achieving our net-zero Long-
Term Global Aspirational Goal (LTAG), as it
has the potential to contribute to the majority
of required emissions reductions. This new
cooperation with IRENA is an opportunity to

accelerate the energy transition of the aviation
sector worldwide," said ICAO Secretary
General Salazar. "ICAQ is fully committed to
supporting the four building blocks needed
to achieve this goal - policy and planning,
regulatory frameworks, implementation
support, and financing."

The ICAO LTAG report estimates that
approximately $3.2 trillion in investments will
be needed for cleaner aviation fuel production
alone. While ICAQO's Assistance, Capacity-
building and Training for SAF (ACT-SAF)
programme already provides implementation
support such as initial feasibility and economic
studies, the Finvest Hub is expected to play
a crucial role in facilitating the matchmaking
between the financing needs of project
developers and the financing priorities of
States, multilateral development banks and
private financers.

Secretary General Salazar emphasized
ICAO's commitment to making aviation clean
energy affordable, attractive, and accessible
globally:  "This relationship  with  IRENA
enhances our capacity to drive investment
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use and mitigate potential risks.

H.E. U.S. Ambassador Timmy Davis noted,
“Civil aviation is about protecting human
beings, reuniting families, and the opportunity
for people to travel across borders. This
can only be done if it's secure and safe.
Our relationship with Qatar provides us an
opportunity to work to advance technology, to
build connections, and to also ensure that our
partners in civil aviation around the region, and
around the world, are made better and more
secure because of our work.”

In her opening remarks, Director Aiste Ray,
from the U.S. Department of State, recognized
the invaluable economic benefits of drones
and stressed the importance of protecting
civil aviation and civil aviation infrastructure
from drone threats. Ms. Aiste Ray commended
the participating nations for their commitment
to aviation security and encouraged ongoing
regional collaboration as a critical component
to countering the dynamic threats posed by
these systems.

Ms. Melanie Harvey noted, “This second
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edition of the TSA-ACAO Aviation Security
week exemplifies our mutual commitment to
exchange technical expertise with the objective
of remaining ahead of emerging threats and
enhancing aviation security.”

Mr. Abdennebi Manar, ACAO Director
General, also gave opening remarks and said:

“The relationship between ACAO and the
US TSA is very strong. Our mutually reinforcing
partnership contributes to strengthening
aviation security in Arab region and beyond.
ACAO and the US TSA play complementary,
and mutually reinforcing roles in supporting
international Civil Aviation security. We will
further mobilize the set of competencies at our
disposal, to pursue our common objectives to
the benefit of our community”.

Several U.S. government agencies

supported the organizing of this week’s
conference, including the Export Control
and Border Security program at the U.S.
Department of State, as well as the U.S.
Department of Energy’s Pacific Northwest
National

Laboratory.
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The Second Edition of Aviation Security Week on “Protecting Civil Aviation

”from Unmanned Aerial Systems

Top civilian aviation officials from more
15 countries across the Middle East and
Africa have gathered in Doha for a landmark
seminar on aviation security, hosted by Qatar
Civil Aviation Authority, and organized by the
Arab Civil Aviation Organization (ACAQO), in
partnership with U.S. Department of State’s
Export Control and Related Border Security
Program (EXBS) and the U.S. Transportation
Security Administration (TSA).

The Civil Aviation Security Week is a forum
to exchange experiences and best practices
on effectively enhancing aviation security in the
region and around the world and discussing
many topics, most notably the threats of
drones to aviation and ways to protect the vital
infrastructure of civil aviation and enhance
cooperation in this field.

H.E. Mohamed Faleh Al Hajri, Acting
Chairman of the General Authority of Civil
Aviation State of Qatar, inaugurated the Civil
Aviation Security Week

The opening was also attended by:

e H.E. Timmy Davis, U.S. Ambassador to
the State of Qatar

e Ms. Aiste Ray, Director of the Office of
Export Control Cooperation in the Bureau of
International Security and Nonproliferation,
U.S. Department of State

e Ms. Melanie Harvey, Executive Assistant
Administrator for Security Operations, US TSA

e H.E. Eng Abedennebi Manar, Director
General of Arab Civil Aviation Organization

During the opening session on November
11, H.E. Mohamed Faleh Al Hajri delivered a
speech in which he stressed the need to devote
efforts to protecting aviation, adding there
is unprecedented progress and challenges
imposed by modern technology, especially
drone systems, which offer opportunities and
at the same time pose new security concerns
that require the establishment of legal and
regulatory frameworks to ensure their optimal
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The Council of Arab transport ministers supports the initiative of the Arab

Civil Aviation Organization to expand the membership of Arab countries in the

Council of the International Civil Aviation Organization and its committee for air

navigation

At the invitation of the general secretariat
of the league of Arab states, the 73 session of
the Executive Committee of the Arab transport
ministers Council was held in attendance on
Tuesday, 12/11/2024 at the headquarters of the
Arab Academy for science, technology and
maritime transport in Alexandria; and the session
(87) of the Council of Arab transport ministers on
13/11/2024 chaired by H. E. Tarek zoarub, Minister
of transport and communications of the state of
Palestine, who called in his opening speech to
crystallize the support provided to the state of
Palestine to be specific to the transport sector,
which plays an important role in the development
of Palestine, in light of the destruction infrastructure
and cutting off logistical means towards the state
of Palestine.

His Excellency Kamel al-Wazir, Minister of
transport and deputy prime minister of the Arab
Republic of Egypt, referred to the geopolitical
risks arising from the conflicts and unprecedented
challenges witnessed in the Arab region, which
have caused further complications in the transport
and trade movement witnessed in the Arab region
and hindered supply chains around the world.

The agenda of this session dealt with the issue
of supporting the Palestinian economy within
the framework of the Emergency Response Plan
prepared by the state of Palestine, in addition to the
implementation of relief and development projects.
The agenda also included draft agreements,
studies, standardization of procedures and the
creation of electronic platforms for various means
of land, sea and air transport.

In accordance with the decision of the Council
of Arab ministers of transport No. 547 at its thirty-
sixth session, a presentation on the ACAQ initiative
to expand the membership of Arab countries
in the Council of the International Civil Aviation
Organization and its Air Navigation commission
was presented to the members of the executive
bureau.

The members of the Executive Committee of
the Arab ministers of transport Council expressed
their support for this initiative and His Excellency
the head of the executive Committee committed
to personally communicate with his colleagues in
the Arab countries that have not yet ratified the
completion of the ratification procedure.
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Formation of civil aviation security supervisors at the National Civil Aviation

Agency

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization participated
in the "Aviation Security week of the International
Civil Aviation Organization AVSEC WEEK 2024 and
the high-level ministerial meeting", organized by
the International Civil Aviation Organization hosted
by the Civil Aviation Authority of the Sultanate of
Oman at the convention and Exhibition Center in
Muscat during the period from 9 to 12 December
2024. With the participation of more than 600 high-
level officials, Transport Ministers, Heads of civil
aviation authorities from ICAO member states,
representatives of the ICAO Council, International
and regional organizations, industry and academia.

The event served as a strategic platform to
discuss current security challenges and develop
innovative solutions to ensure a safe future for
civil aviation globally, and the discussion Sessions
highlighted critical topics such as:

e Aviation Cyber Security

e Protecting aviation infrastructure from
security  threats

e Achieving a balance between security and
sustainability in the aviation sector.

The event also focused on the need to share
research, best practices, lessons learned and
related challenges, which must be addressed
collectively in order to facilitate their integration into
the global aviation system.

During the opening session of this event on
December 9, H. E. The Director General stressed
the responsibility of everyone to enhance the
security of Civil Aviation. He highlighted the role of
the Arab Civil Aviation Organization as a regional
actor to spread the culture of aviation security and
raise security awareness to protect the security of
Civil Aviation against acts of interference through
the project in light of the increasing and growing
security threats.

During his intervention at the youth session held
under the theme "Empowering youth: achieving
gender balance in aviation security" on December
10, H. E. stressed the pivotal role played by young
people in enhancing civil aviation security as civil
aviation security is a system that involves shared
responsibility and gender equality.

With regard to the issue of gender equality, His
Excellency explained that ICAO has launched the
'gender equality" program in order to empower
women and enable them to leadership positions,
which will contribute to improving performance
and effectiveness.

On December 11, a high-level ministerial
meeting was held in the presence of ministers and
heads of civil aviation authorities from all over the
world to discuss how to strengthen international
coordination to meet the growing security
challenges.
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Formation of civil aviation security supervisors at the National Civil Aviation

Agency

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization, in
coordination with the Civil Aviation Agency of
the Islamic Republic of Mauritania, provided
a training course to the civil aviation security
supervisors at the National Agency, in
Nouakchott during the period 2 - 7 December
2024.

The training course was designed on
the basis of providing participants with the
latest developments of Annex XVII (17) of
the Chicago Convention on the security of
Civil Aviation, in particular the standard rules
related to airport security procedures. As well
as the role of the aviation security supervisor
in promoting and protecting aviation security,
monitoring and monitoring the implementation

of preventive measures in the field of aviation
security through the application of appropriate
competencies that must be possessed by
security supervisors.

The event benefited 19 participants
from the National Civil Aviation Agency, the
National Gendarmerie, the National Police and
Customs.

This task falls within the framework of the
Arab organization's contribution to providing
technical support, strengthening and building
capacities of Mauritanian personeel in the fields
related to aviation security in a manner that
responds to the current and future challenges
of the civil aviation sector.
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5th edition. This structure has been revised
based on safety management components to
3 WGs respectively, Policies and promotion of
safety management, safety risk management
and safety assurance. Through collaborative
efforts, the SMP members reviewed existing
guidelines, identified areas for improvement,
and proposed measures to enhance the
accessibility and effectiveness of safety
management processes and resources.
Furthermore, discussions cantered on fostering
a culture of continuous learning and knowledge
sharing to empower aviation professionals with
the necessary tools and insights to mitigate
safety risks effectively.

The ACAQO safety Expert, participated
as member of the ICAO SMP in the 7th
panel meeting and provided comments and
SME opinion on the current challenges as
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merging SSPIA with USOAP and integration of
resilience-based approach as new area under
the activities of that panel, as well as other
topics like Human performance.

The ICAO Safety Management Panel
conducted at the ICAO HQ premises 10th
to 13th, 2024, underscored the collective
commitment of the global aviation community
towards advancing safety management
practices. Through constructive dialogues,
informed deliberations, and strategic planning.
As aviation continues to evolve, initiatives such
as these play a pivotal role in safeguarding
the integrity and resilience of the global air
transportation system, ensuring that safety
remains paramount in every aspect of aviation
operations.
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ACAO attended the Seven ICAO Safety Management Panel Meeting

From February 10th to 13th , 2024, the
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAQO)
Safety Management Panel Seven meeting
convened atthe ICAO HQ venue. This gathering
served as a pivotal moment for aviation safety
stakeholders to collaborate, deliberate, and
strategize on enhancing safety management
measures within the global aviation community.
One of the key focal points of the agenda was
to discuss updates and proposals concerning
the Annex 19 — Safety Management, as well
as the status of Safety Management (SMM doc
9859) and Safety Intelligence Manuels (doc
10159). This meeting has been preceded by 2
days Online preparatory meeting held the 3 &
4 December 2024.

The panel commenced with a
comprehensive overview provided by the
secretariat, offering insights into the current
status of Annex 19 - Safety Management.
Participants engaged in an in-depth discussion
concerning Amendment 2 edition 2 proposals,
emphasizing the importance of aligning safety
management practices with evolving industry
standards and regulatory requirements.

Through a that session, attendees gained
valuable updates on the progress made and
the challenges encountered in implementing
safety management frameworks worldwide.

Delving deeper into the core of the
agenda, delegates dedicated significant time
to review and deliberate on the Amendment
2 proposals pertaining to Annex 19 — Safety
Management. With safety being paramount in
aviation operations, the discussions revolved
around refining existing protocols, introducing
innovative  strategies, and  addressing
emerging safety concerns. The panellists
exchanged best practices, shared case
studies, and deliberated on ways to enhance
collaboration among aviation stakeholders to
ensure a proactive approach towards safety
management.

In line with the overarching objective of
advancing safety management practices, the
meeting split in to 5 Subgroups respectively
SSP, SMS, Safety Management Process, Safety
intelligence and safety Risk management
to assess the status of safety management
guidance material, the Doc 9859 — SMM,
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The thirty-fifth session of the General Assembly of the African Civil Aviation

Committee

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization participated in
the thirty-fifth session of the General Assembly of the
African Civil Aviation Committee at the invitation of its
general secretariat, in Brazzaville, the capital of the
Republic of the Congo, from 26 to 29 November 2024.

The assembly was attended by the secretary
general of the International Civil Aviation Organization,
the European Commission, about 314 representatives of
forty-five member states, in addition to 44 representatives
of countries, international and regional organizations
and companies that have cooperative partnership
relations with the African Commission.

The president of the government of the Republic
of the Congo opened the session with a welcoming
speech to the guests, noting the important role played
by the African Civil Aviation Commission, especially in
the implementation of the single air transport market for
Africa project .

In his intervention during this session, H. E. The
Director General highlighted the development of air
transport between the countries of the African and Arab
regions during the period from the beginning of January
to the end of September this year, with about 333 city
pairs, which represents 16% of the total pairs in africa
and 18.2% in the Arab region. The international seats
capacity offered exceeded 23 million, representing
20.1% of the total capacity in Africa and 10.5% of the
capacity in the Arab region, and the cargo capacity
amounted to about 16.5 million tons, representing
21.2% of the total capacity in Africa and 5% of the total

capacity in the Arab region.

He pointed out that these figures reflect the
importance of the air transport market between the two
regions, and he also noted the cooperation between
the Arab Civil Aviation Organization and the African
Commission, which is a good framework to support the
development of this market in the future.

This is at a time when the four organizations ACAQO,
AFCAC, ECAC and LACAC have agreed to share their
annual activities programs, in order to increase the
number of beneficiaries.

On the occasion of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the
adoption of the Yamoussoukro resolution, the African
Civil Aviation Commission organized a seminar entitled
" future stages of the implementation of the African
Agenda 2063.

This forum was known for holding five sessions
at the ministerial level, at the level of civil aviation
authorities and the industry sector, as well as at the
level of ambassadors of the single African Air Transport
Market project.

These sessions focused on the extent of the
implementation of this project and the cooperation and
coordination between the civil aviation authorities and
the industry sector to accelerate its implementation.
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”The course “airline alliances and code sharing

The course "airline alliances and code
sharing" was held under the generous hosting
of the Civil Aviation Authority of the kingdom of
Saudi Arabia during the period November 3-7,
2024.

The course, which lasted over the course
of five days, was attended by (22) trainees
from member countries (Saudi Arabia, Libya,
the Arab Republic of Egypt, the kingdom of
Morocco, the Republic of Yemen), which was
framed by Mr. Mohammed Wael Demerdash
from the Arab Republic of Egypt.

The course aimed to introduce participants
to the different types of airline partnerships
and alliances and explain the importance of

alliances and their main benefits, as well as the
impact of alliances on passengers, including
improving the service provided to them and
improving their travel experience, frequent flyer
programs, how to evaluate alliance options
and ways to analyze their role in enhancing the
operation and competitiveness in the market
for airlines, and to indicate the supervisory
role of civil aviation authorities on codeshare
agreements and maximize the benefits of
these partnerships.
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The Fifty-second meeting of the air transport committee

The Fifty-second meeting of the air
transport committee was held in Casablanca/
Kingdom of Morocco during the period 21 to
22 November 2024.the meeting was attended
by 7 members of the committee representing
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, the
kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the Republic of Iraq,
the Sultanate of Oman, the state of Kuwait,
the Arab Republic of Egypt, the kingdom
of Morocco. representatives of the Arab Air
Transport Association, the International Air
Transport Association participated in the work
of the committee as observers.

The meeting was opened by His Excellency
engineer/ Abdennebi Manar, Director General
of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization,

welcoming the members of the committee
and observers present and wished them a
fruitful work , taking the opportunity to point
out the need for cooperation in preparing to
participate in the 42nd General Assembly of
the International Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAQ).

The committee discussed the topics on
the agenda and issued recommendations,
and the committee set the initial date for its
next meeting to be held during April 2025 at
the headquarters of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization in Rabat, unless one of the
member states requests to host the meeting.
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The Arab Civil Aviation Organization organized the twenty-seventh environment

committee

The environment committee of the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization organized its twenty-
seventh meeting in Casablanca, Kingdom of
Morocco on November 21 and 22, 2024. This
was done with 13 environmental officials from
the member member states, in addition to the
Arab Air Transport Organization took part to
this meeting.

Engineer Abdel Ghaffar El Sayed,
representative of the Arab Republic of Egypt,
was elected chairman of the environment
committee, and Mr. Khalid al-Tubi from the
Sultanate of Oman was elected as vice-
chairman.

On this occasion, the General Directorate
of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization
congratulates the chairman of the committee
and his deputy for this election.

The ACAO General Directorate extended its
thanks and appreciation to engineer Maryam
Al-Balushi from the United Arab Emirates and
Mr. Mohammed Al-Marzougi from the state of
Qatar for their dedication in performing their
tasks during the previous mandate.

During the meeting, the members of the
committee discussed the latest developments
related to environmental protection in the field
of civil aviation at the Arab and regional levels,
especially the challenges and difficulties
faced by the Arab countries, especially in the
topics related to aviation fuel, carbon emission
compensation programs and trade.

The committee also considered the work
program and priorities for 2025, as well as
capacity-building activities for member states.
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19,

The first meeting of the Media and institutional Communication Committee

The United Arab Emirates, represented
by Mr. Musab Al Hosani, was unanimously
elected chairman of the media and institutional
communication committee, while the Arab
Republic of Egypt, represented by pilot Karim
Jamil, was also unanimously elected vice-
chairman of the committee. This came during
the first meeting of the committee held on
November 13-14, 2024, with the participation
of the kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the United
Arab Emirates, the Arab Republic of Egypt, the
Democratic Republic of Algeria, the Republic
of Iraq, the Republic of Tunisia, the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan and the kingdom of
Morocco.

The meeting began with a speech by H. E.
engineer Abdennebi Manar, Director General
of the Organization, in which he thanked the
civil aviation authorities for their support and
providing all the appropriate conditions for the
success of the first meeting of the media and
institutional communication committee,

He stressed that this meeting reflects the
continuous support and increased attention
that the organization has become receiving
from the civil aviation authorities in the member
states, as well as from all its partners from
regional and international organizations, which
constitutes a new and fundamental stage that
gives the organization a long-term breath to
work tirelessly and spare no effort to carry out
its tasks.

He added that the stakes are still presenting
their challenges and there is no way for us,
if we want to preserve our gains and our
position within the international civil aviation
community, except to unite and deal with all the
developments facing the world today, wisely
and realistically.we all hope that this meeting
will yield results and recommendations that
enrich the air transport sector and contribute
to its development, prosperity and promotion
and contribute, as usual, to the development
of the organization's activity.
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The Two- days symposium provided
an overview on shared experiences from
regulators, accident investigation authorities,
RAIO/ICM and industry perspective as
well as best practices on establishment
of Investigation Coordination Mechanisms
among the regions. The Symposium provided
a platform for knowledge-sharing and setting
future development in accident and incident
investigation  (AlIG).
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The symposium successfully underscored
the importance of a collaborative and
adaptive approach to aviation safety and AlG.
Each session reaffirmed the global aviation
community’s commitment to achieving higher
safety standards and fostering a unified
response to challenges. Participants left
with actionable insights, promising stronger
cooperation and innovation in the field of
accident and incident investigation.
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Sixth Meeting of Middle East North Africa Aircraft Accident and incident
Investigation Regional Cooperation Mechanism

(MENA ARCM/6)
back-to-back with RAIO CP/4

Aviation Safety and Aircraft Accident and Incident Investigation Seminar
Symposium

In the framework of their cooperation
within capacity building project, ACAO and
ICAO organised jointly the sixth Meeting of
Middle East North Africa Aircraft Accident and
incident Investigation Regional Cooperation
Mechanism (MENA ARCM/6), generously
hosted by The General Civil Aviation Authority
of UAE (GCAA), in Abu Dhabi, UAE, 19
November 2024, Back-to-back with this
meeting, was organised the 5th meeting RAIO
CP/4 & the symposium on “Aviation Safety and
Aircraft Accident and Incident Investigation
Seminar”

Capt. Aysha al Hamili, Chairperson
of the Regional Coordination Mechanism
Committee for Investigating Aircraft Accidents
and Incidents in the Middle East and North
Africa, highlighted the conference’s role as a

platform for collaboration among stakeholders
in the civil aviation sector, while focusing on
the importance of cooperation between air
accident investigation authorities via the
Regional Aviation Investigation Organization or
Investigation Cooperation mechanism RAIO/
ICM.

The meeting provided a report Progress
on Areas of Cooperation, an Update on
the Collected Data regarding the accident/
incident investigation as well as the data
sharing solution and challenges, the MENA
ARCM Technical Assistance Process and an
overview on the Upcoming Events/Activities.

The meeting has been ended by a signature
ceremony of the State of Qatar, joining the
MENA ARCM MOU.
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The second edition of the Arab Air Transport Forum

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization (ACAQO),
in cooperation with the Ministry of transport and
Logistics (Directorate General of Civil Aviation) of
the kingdom of Morocco, organized the second
edition of the Arab Air Transport Forum under the
slogan "enhancing air connectivity". The forum
was held in Casablanca on November 19 and 20,
2024, with the participation of a group of experts
and officials from various Arab countries and
international and regional organizations.

The forum aimed to discuss solutions and
mechanisms to enhance air connectivity in the
Arab region, and participants discussed a range
of pivotal issues of interest to the future of the air
transport sector, including the role of international
and regional organizations in the development of
this sector, and analyze the effects of air transport
liberalization and the challenges it faces.

The forum also addressed the opportunities and
challenges associated with regional connectivity, as
well as regulatory challenges related to consumer
rights protection.

The forum did not overlook the technical aspect,
as it highlighted the future of digital technology and
its role in improving the experience of air travelers,

as well as reviewing ways to build capacity and
strengthen regional cooperation in the field of
aviation.

The forum witnessed the participation of 21
international experts who moderated its dialogue
sessions, in addition to the presence of 50
representatives of civil aviation authorities from
Arab countries and a number of representatives of
relevant international and regional organizations.

In their opening remarks, the organizers
stressed that the forum is a vital platform to support
sustainable development in the air transport sector
and strengthenitsrole as akey tributary of the global
and regional economy. They also expressed the
commitment of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization
and its partners to work on developing regulatory
and legislative frameworks to ensure a competitive
and safe environment for air transport in the region.

It is noteworthy that this initiative comes within
the framework of efforts to unify visions and
strengthen cooperation between Arab countries
in order to upgrade the air transport sector, to be
able to face current challenges and exploit future
opportunities for growth and prosperity.
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ACAO 51st Air Navigation Committee Meeting — ANC/51 & the GNSS SG/5

The GNSS Sub Group 5th GNSS-SG/5
& the ACAO 51st Air navigation Committee
Hybrid meeting ANC/51 have been held in
rabat, Morocco, in the ACAO HQ, respectively
the 13 & 14 — 15 November 2024. Mr. Hicham
Bennani Air Navigation Expert on behalf of H.E.
Manar Abdennebi DG of the ACAO opened
the meeting welcoming the participants. The
meeting agreed to elect Mr. Ibrahim Aljabri
Member of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia as
Chairperson of the air navigation Committee.
The meeting elected also Mr. Chahine
Alsomrani Member of Republic of Tunisia as
vice chair.

The GNSS-SG5 meeting was attended by
a total of 13 participants from 7 states while
the ANC51 committee was attended by 17

participants from 10 States.

In addition to the review of the list of
actions and decisions taken as result of the
previous session, the meeting adopted a
series of recommendations regarding the
implementation of the GNSS (considering the
outcomes of the ACAO GNSS SG/5 meeting
which is working on the edition of the new
version of the ACAO GNSS Strategy and
roadmap, considering all opportunities for
implementation of the SBAS as well as the
GBAS), the outcomes of the 14th ICAQO air
navigation conference and new amendment
of the GASP 26-28 waiting it approval by the
ICAO Assembly, as well as the NEW set of
PQs-2024 for the USOAP CMA.
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communication in aviation. For CCO/CDO,
clear, unambiguous language is essential to
ensure safe and efficientcoordination among air
traffic controllers and flight crews. This session
will examine current phraseology standards
and explore areas where further refinement
may be needed to avoid misinterpretation.
Additionally, we'll review how CCO/CDO
guidelines are integrated into publications and
aeronautical information products, ensuring
that pilots and controllers have up-to-date and
accessible information.

3. CCO/CDO Database Coding & Charting
Aspects

The technical foundation of CCO/CDO
operations lies in accurate database coding
and clear charting. Accurate coding of
waypoints and altitude restrictions is necessary
to enable automated systems to compute
efficient climb and descent paths. Meanwhile,
clear and comprehensive charting ensures
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that pilots can easily understand and follow
CCO/CDO procedures.

4. CCO/CDO Airspace Users, Industry, and
States: Experiences and Challenges

Finally, we will hear from airspace users to
gain insights into the operational realities of
CCO/CDOQ. Airlines may face logistical and
scheduling challenges when implementing
CCO/CDO, while regulators must balance
the needs of multiple stakeholders to create
policies that promote safety and efficiency.

The successful adoption of CCO/CDO
is more than an operational objective; it is
a commitment to a safer, more sustainable
future for aviation. Through continuous

improvement and collaboration, we can
reduce fuel consumption, lower emissions,
and create more streamlined flight paths that
benefit airspace users, passengers, and the
environment.
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ACAO participation to
the CCO/CDO Workshop

In the framework of the ACAO ICAO MoU,
and in consideration of the joint activity plan
2023-2025, ACAO and ICAO MID supported by
CGX company jointly organized on Continuous
Climb & Descent Operations workshop has
been held at Casablanca, Morocco, 11-12
November 2024. 20 participants from 6 states
and 3 organizations and industry (ACAO,
ICAO & CGX) attended the event. It was an
opportunity to have a dynamic interactives
session on the introduction of ICAO policies
in the field of air transport as well as sharing
the four key charging principles in order to
encourage States to incorporate them in their
regulations.

Our airspace becomes more complex and
our commitment to environmental sustainability
expands, this is why optimizing flight efficiency
through CCO and CDO is of crucial importance.

The agenda of the WS included important
topics toward aiming to enhance safety,

efficiency, and sustainability across our skies.
1. CCO/CDO Implementation Processes

The journey of adopting CCO and CDO has
been characterized by both exciting progress
and substantial learning. Implementation
requires careful planning and collaboration
across multiple sectors, including air traffic
management, airlines, and regulatory
authorities. These processes necessitate
alignment on standard operating procedures,
robust training programs, and the integration
of sophisticated technology systems. Today,
we will focus on common obstacles, such as
airspace design constraints and the need
for tailored operational procedures that
accommodate various aircraft types.

2. CCO/CDO Phraseology and Publications

Standardized phraseology and
documentation are the foundations of effective
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The Arab Civil Aviation Organization organized the fortieth Security Committee

The Civil Aviation Security Committee at the
Arab Civil Aviation Organization organized the
fortieth meeting in Rabat, Kingdom of Morocco
during the period 29 to 31 October 2024, with
the participation of 11 civil aviation security
officials representing 9 member states of the
committee.

During this meeting, Mr. Sulaiman bin Saleh
Al-Khamis from the kingdom of Saudi Arabia
was unanimously elected as the chairman of
the Security Committee in its current session
2024-2026.

Mr. Ahmed ashmounifromthe Arab Republic
of Egypt was also elected vice-chairman of the
committee during the same session.

On this occasion, the General Directorate

of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization
congratulates the chairman of the committee
and his deputy for this election.

The members of the committee discussed
the latest developments related to the security
of Civil Aviation and the challenges posed by
the growing areas of regional armed conflicts,
especially with regard to threat assessment
mechanisms.

During the meeting, the implementation of
the program and priorities of its work 2024, the
program of support and technical assistance,
and the Work Plan 2025 were discussed.

The committee adopted also the capacity
building and development program for 2025.
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Era, economic oversight has become essential
in ensuring that infrastructure development
meets the demands of airlines, passengers,
and other stakeholders. Economic oversight
is about more than just maintaining Economic
viability, it is about delivering value while
safeguarding fair access and promoting
innovation.

Methodology for Setting User Charges,
Challenges and Best Practices: Establishing
charges that are both reasonable and
supportive of quality service delivery is
complex, involving numerous factors such
as capital costs, demand projections, and
performance  scheme.

In conclusion, the insights and discussions
that arose over these sessions were not only
valuable—they have been essential. At the
end of the workshop, as outcomes, attendees
agreed on the challenged faced and
Recommendations that would support confront
them, willing to ensure a well-regulated, and
resilient air transport sector for the future. Most
important conclusions are as follows:

e States are encouraged to implement
effective economic regulation and oversight
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and ICAQ’s policies on charges, incorporating
into their regulations the four key charging
principles, i.e. non-discrimination, cost-
relatedness, transparency and consultation
with users.

e States are strongly encouraged to
provide response to the upcoming ICAQO’s
survey on implementation of ICAO’s policies
on charges and indicate difficulties/challenges
faced in the implementation.

o States should promote consultation
between airports/ANSPs and airlines in setting
charges, as well as transparency in sharing
information for meaningful and effective
consultation.

e |CAQOtoconductamore comprehensive
survey on implementation of ICAO’s policies
on charges by States, and in coordination with
ACAOQ, to seek ways to enhance response rate
from their member States.

o ICAO and partners in the Region
should continue cooperation in the provision
of a platform for sharing knowledge and best
practices among States and stakeholders, and
discussing implementation challenges and
subjects of interest.
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ACAO participation to

Airports and Air Navigation Charges Workshop

In the framework of the ACAO ICAO MoU,
and in consideration of the joint activity plan
2023-2025, ACAOQO supported ICAO MID in the
organization of the Airports and Air Navigation
Charges Workshop has been held at Doha,
Qatar, 28-29 October 2024 which has been
generously hosted by the Qatar Civil Aviation
Authority. Around 40 participants from states
and 5 organizations (ACAO, ACI, CANSO,
IATA & ICAQO) attended the event. It was an
opportunity to have a dynamic interactives
session on the introduction of ICAO policies
in the field of air transport as well as sharing
the four key charging principles in order to
encourage States to incorporate them in their
regulations.

The agenda of the WS included important
topics toward shaping the future of air transport
in our region and beyond.

ICAO’s Policies in the Air Transport Field:
ICAO’s work in standardizing regulations

is the foundation upon which our industry
thrives. These policies not only ensure safety
and efficiency but also promote sustainable
economic growth within aviation, looking
forward to aligning our regional approach with
ICAQ’s broader objectives for a resilient and
interconnected global network.

Airport & air navigation Charges and
Economic Regulation in the Region: This is
crucial, as we look closely at how different
countries manage airport & air navigation
charges to support sustainability and growth.
Regional variations in regulation present
challenges. Economic regulation here plays
a role in ensuring that charges are fair,
transparent, and effectively reinvested into
infrastructure, balancing the needs of providers
and users alike.

Economic Oversight on Airports and
Air Navigation Services: With the aviation
industry’s rapid growth in the post pandemic
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A joint workshop on the “carbon offset and reduction plan in the field of
international aviation-CORSIA” and the national plan to reduce carbon
)emissions (SAP

As part of the implementation of the joint
work program with the International Civil
Aviation Organization (ICAO), the Arab Civil
Aviation QOrganization, in partnership with
the ICAO Regional Office for the Middle East
(ICAO MID) and the ICAO Regional Office
for Europe and the North Atlantic(ICAO
EURNAT), organized a joint workshop on the
"carbon offset and reduction plan in the field
of international aviation-CORSIA" and the
national plan to reduce carbon emissions
(SAP), at the organization's headquarters in
Rabat, Kingdom of Morocco during the period
from 22 to 24 October 2024.

The purpose of this event was to get

acquainted with the latest developments
regarding the carbon offset and reduction plan
in the field of international aviation-CORSIA" as
well as the monitoring, reporting and verification
system (MRV) for the implementation of this plan
in accordance with the provisions contained in
Annex 16 Volume IV. The workshop also aimed
to provide support to participants to develop
and update national action plans to reduce
carbon emissions(SAP).

Representatives of the aviation authorities,
airports and airtransport companies of the Arab
countries, as well as a representative of the US
Civil Aviation Administration, participated in
this workshop.
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ACAO Participation in the Safety Enhancement Initiatives Group SEIG/6 the
National Continues Monitoring Coordinator (NCMC) the NASP/SSP WS

ACAOasmemberofthe SafetyEnhancement
Initiatives Group SEIG has participated in the
Safety Enhancement Initiatives Group SEIG/6,
the National Continues Monitoring Coordinator
(NCMC) the NASP/SSP WS, which have been
held in Kuwait, the 13-17 October 2024. The
meeting has been chaired by Dr. Mohamed
Hushki representative of Jordan CAA (CARC).
The meeting was attended by a total of Twinty
(20) participants from six (6) States (Egypt,
Jordan, Kuwait, Oman, Saudi Arabia, and
UAE), two (2) Organizations (ACAQ, ICAQO).

The meeting commenced by the
presentation of the statute progress of the
safety enhancement initiatives agreed at the
MID RASP 2023-2025, mainly for the 2023
& 2024, while new SEls has been agreed
for 2025. The meeting was an opportunity
also to share the latest amendment of the

GASP edition 2026-2028 which is currently
passed through the council to be submitted
to the ICAO assembly A42 for endorsement.
Additionally, the meeting has been apprised
with the MID states progress on NASP. The
meeting also agreed to initiate new initiatives
(SEl) regarding the implementing of Artificial
Intelligence and AAM and new entrants. ACAO
made presentation on the collaboration and
contribution of ACAQO in the implementation of
the GASP and RASPs.

The meeting was followed by a meeting
regarding the NCMCs their essentials roles in
the USOAP. Then participants States shared
their experiences in the USOAP as support for
the other states.
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The role of governance in the development of regulatory systems on institutional

and administrative performance

On Tuesday, October 8, 2024, in the Tunisian
capital, the sixth Arab Forum on "the role of
governance in the development of regulatory
systems on institutional and administrative
performance" was organized by the Arab
Organization for administrative development,
in cooperation with the National School of
management of the Republic of Tunisia, with
the participation of a group of officials and
experts from various Arab countries.

Dr. Omar shinipo, in vharge of the control
and the governance at the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization, presented a paper entitled
(The reality and challenges of governance
mechanisms in Arab institutions).

The forum aimed to highlight the best
practices in governance, administrative and
financial control.




Editorial

During the first week of
December 2024, the civil aviation
community celebrated the 80th
anniversary of the Chicago
Convention  on International
Civil Aviation. On this occasion,
the Organization’s Council held
a special session in the same
Hilton Hotel room (formerly the
Stevens Hotel) in which the 1944
Diplomatic Conference was held,
to adopt this Convention. This
session culminated in the Council
adopting a resolution in which
it praised the signatories to the
convention and all contributors to
the development of international

civil aviation, and the need
to continue the leadership
role  of ICAO in supporting
and developing principles,

standards and agreements for the
sustainable development of air

transport  activity.
Commemorating this
anniversary reflects the

importance that countries attach
to air transport activity, as the
latter contributes to the global
economy in terms of GDP and
jobs creation. This transport
activity has recorded significant
growth in air traffic in recent years,
despite the impact of the tragic
events and economic or financial

crises that most countries of the
world have experienced.

The continued growth of this
sector demonstrates its maturity
and remarkable resilience in
overcoming various challenges
while attracting a broad range of
users. This success is attributed to
reduced fares, the implementation
of new management systems,
and leveraging advancements in
digitalization, and information and
communication technology.

Today, after the Covid-19
epidemic crisis, we are witnessing
the recovery and growth of
air transport traffic in the Arab
countries, as the capacity offered
this year in terms of seats and
cargo increased respectively by
7% and 22%, at a time when the
share of the Arab countries in the
international air transport market
reached 11% of In terms of air
connectivity and the capacity
offered for international transport
seats, and more than 12% in terms
of international freight capacity.

This growth has been achieved
through notable accomplishments,
including the opening of new
airports, the expansion of existing
ones, the provision of exceptional
air navigation safety services,
the development of airline fleets,
attracting investors and capital,
and capacity building in all
aspects of civil aviation. This is
evidenced by the security, safety,
and quality indicators achieved
by the Arab aviation sector.

Within  the framework of
joint  Arab action, and since
its establishment under the

umbrella of the League of Arab
States in 1996, the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization has worked
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to enhance coordination and
cooperation between the civil
aviation authorities of member
states through its governance
bodies, technical committees and
general secretariat, It concluded
memorandums of understanding
with  regional organizations in
Africa, Europe and Latin America,
as well as with a number of friendly
countries and partners around
the world, which enabled it to
contribute to building capabilities
and providing technical support
to the international civil aviation
sector.

Within this framework, priorities
have been set, and joint work
programs have been developed
with ICAO regional offices and
sister  regional  organizations
to enhance air transport safety
and security, increase airspace
capacity and efficiency, and
protect the aviation environment.
These initiatives have helped
prevent duplication and unify
efforts in the region.

The progress achieved in civil
aviation is a testament to the efforts
of the international community
over more than 80 years to
uphold the noble principles of
the Chicago Convention. Today,
more than ever, we are called to
mobilize all resources to achieve
the strategic objectives of ICAO,
with the collaboration of member
states, as well as international and
regional organizations.

The commemoration of the 80th
anniversary of ICAO should serve
as a powerful moment to envision
the future rather than simply reflect
on past achievements.
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President of the General Assembly of the
Arab Civil Aviation Organization

His Excellency

Mr. Muhammad Salem Al-
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Minister of Transportation
State of Libya
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His Excellency Mr. Abdulaziz bin Abdul-
lah Al Duailej

President of the General Authority of Civil
Aviation in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

- Chairman of the Executive Council of the
organization -

Executive Board Members 2024 — 2026

His Excellency Mr. Saif Mohammed Al Suwaidi

Director General of the General Authority of Civil
Aviation

State of United Arab Emirates

-Vice Chairman of the Organization's Executive
Council -

His Excellency Mr. Haitham Mesto
President of the General Civil Aviation Authority

Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan

- Member of the Executive Council of the organi-
zation -

H.E Mr. Benkin Rikani
Chairman of the Civil Aviation Authority
The Republic of Irag

- Member of the Executive Council of the organi-
zation -

His Excellency Mr. Tarik Talbi
Acting Director General of the General Directorate of
Civil Aviation
The Kingdom of Morocco

-Member of the Executive Council of the Organi-
zation-

H.E. Captain Saleh Salim Bin Nahid
President of the General Authority of Civil Aviation
and Meteorology
Republic of Yemen

-Member of the Executive Council of the Organi-
zation-

His Excellency Eng. Nayef bin Ali bin Hamad
Al Abri

Undersecretary of the Ministry of Transport, Communi-
cations, and Information Technology for Transport.

Sultanate of Oman
- Member of the Executive Council of the organization -

His Excellency Mr. Mohammed Faleh Al-
Hajri
The person in charge of conducting the work of the
General Authority of Civil Aviation
State of Qatar
-Member of the Executive Council of the Organization-

H.E Eng. Sheikh Hamoud Mubarak
Al-Sahah

Head of the General Administration of Civil Aviation

Kuwait
Member of the executive council of the organization

His Excellency Mr. Amr Elsharkawy
Head of Civil Aviation Authority
The Egyptian Arabic Republic

-Member of the Executive Council of the Organiza-
tion-

H.E Mr. Nidhal Souilmi
Acting Director General of Civil Aviation
Republic of Tunisia

-Member of the Executive Council of the Organiza-
tion-






The doors of the "Arab Aviation” Journal and its
website are always open to every participant and reader
who wants to benefit from this scientific space, and
we would be happier to provide your suggestions and
observations, because we will rise and develop with you.
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